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Dear Parents/Carers, Students, Governors, Old Olavians      
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A reminder that we are currently looking to recruit a Development Manager. If you are interested in 

this role, further details can be found on the school website by following this link or please contact 

the School Office to arrange an initial conversation on this position. If you are also interested in 

volunteering to do some work with the School Archives, please do get in touch. This would be very 

helpful and help us organise and continue to catalogue many of the artefacts relating to the school, 

which have been donated by Old Olavians or their families over the years.  

A reminder that School will start at 10:30 am on Monday 13 

December due to the Christmas Carols and Holy Communion 

service, taking place in the School Chapel from 9:00 am. 

Students, Parents and Staff are very welcome to attend this 

service. Students not going to the service should report to the 

Small Hall when they arrive and will be dismissed at 10:30 am 

for registration. I would also like to remind you that you are 

invited to the Christmas Concert on Wednesday 15 December 

at 7:00 pm in the Great Hall. 

As we approach the Christmas holidays, I would like to highlight 

the outstanding work Dr Carpenter has been doing to promote 

reading for pleasure with the aim of instilling a love of reading in 

our students. We are keen for our students to benefit from the 

wealth of enjoyment and knowledge that reading, whatever the 

subject matter or genre, opens up to them. We hope that you 

will support us in giving your child opportunities to find, read and 

talk about books. To help students discover a wide range of 

enjoyable books to expand their horizons, staff have prepared suggestions organised by key stage and 

topic. These can be accessed by our students at the Olave's Reading Sharepoint site. (Please note that 

students will need to be logged into the school system to access this. The suggestions can also be 

accessed without a login via the Curriculum section of the school website under ‘Subject Information’.) 

We are very aware that the cost of buying books can be a barrier. As well as public libraries, our own 

school library has a wealth of books and it is also possible to check its stock online to see what books 

are currently available (please note that it is impossible to make this fully accurate and up to date). 

You can find the library catalogue (without a school login) on the school website via the Staff/Students 

drop-down menu at ‘Library System’. We have also had recommended to us 

www.roundtablebooks.co.uk/online-shop, which has curated collections of inclusive books organised 

by age. In addition, it can be cheaper and more environmentally friendly to buy pre-loved books, for 

example via eBay. 

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies
file:///C:/Users/ttaylor/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ALGL2F1W/www.roundtablebooks.co.uk/online-shop


I was fortunate to be invited to The Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy on Tuesday for the 

Christmas Carol Service for the Duchy of Lancaster. Congratulations to our Wakeham 

Choristers who played a major role in the service with their performances of carols, 

such as ‘Joubert’s Torches’ and ‘Ord’s Adam Lay Ybounden’. Over the last 40 years, 

trebles in the Choir have been drawn exclusively from St. Olave’s and in recent times 

have been known as Wakeham Choristers in recognition of the 49 years of 

association that the late Michael Wakeham had with the Choir. 

 

Congratulations to our First XV who progressed to the final of 

the FJ Schools Rugby Cup (The Jimmy Cup) after beating Langley 

Park last Wednesday. The team won the match 8 – 7 in a tensely 

fought semi-final with fly-half, William Boyd, kicking a penalty 

from outside his 22 to win the match in the dying minutes. The 

final will be played on Wednesday 15 December at Sidcup Rugby 

Club against either Eltham College or Hayes. Please do support 

this event. We hope the season will finish on a high for a 

committed and dedicated group of students, many who have played rugby for St. Olave’s since          

Year 7.  

On Tuesday 30 November, our F1 Team ‘Electron’ visited St. Paul’s 

Cray Primary School to deliver an assembly. The team made up of 

Virujan Arudchchelvan, Nathan Daniel, Kaylan Ruparellia, Moosa 

Saghir, Rohan Selva-Radov and Kavin Sivarajah were enthusiastic 

and knowledgeable. They used their considerable expertise of F1 

In Schools to explain to Year 5 and 6 students how they could 

enter the primary F1 competition and this was appreciated by 

staff and students at the school. Our students explained the 

processes they had used to design and make their car, emphasising the importance of making mistakes 

and learning from them throughout the process. The students were excited to see and hold Team 

Electron’s prize-winning car. To demonstrate the process of testing different designs, they asked 

students to make paper aeroplanes, which were later flown in a competition. Primary students were 

involved throughout, asking and answering questions posed by Team Electron. It was wonderful to 

see our Year 12 students making such a valuable contribution to the local community. St. Paul’s Cray 

Primary School is now planning to become involved in the Primary F1 Competition and we wish them 

the very best in their competition. 

Congratulations to the St. Olave’s UK Space Design Team on winning their UK Space Design 

Competition regional at the weekend. They worked incredibly hard in the run up to the event and very 

much deserved to win. They now go on to compete in the National Final in the Spring. Well done to 

our team comprising Nathan Plater, Macey Pattenden, Maia Guo, Esther O'Neill, Siddharth Mishra, 

Anupam Bandi, Scarlet Donoghue, Elodie Gorter, Isabella Fisher, Guneeka Chitkara, Max Dawkins and 

James Guest.  

For the first time, Olavian students in Years 9, 10 and 11 

competed in the Junior Astrophysics Olympiad. 

Congratulations to all 27 students who took part as each 

student was awarded a graded certificate. The students 

achieved in total 12 Gold awards, 12 Silver and 3 Bronze. Given 

that the challenge is aimed at Year 10 and we had a significant 

number of Year 9 students taking part, these are results to be proud of.  Well done to all involved! 



Computer Science students completed the UK Bebras 

Computational Thinking Challenge organised by the 

University of Oxford’s Department of Computer 

Science, and Hertford College recently. We achieved 

in total 137 Distinctions and 139 Merits resulting in 

another year of outstanding results. Congratulations to all students who have participated and special 

congratulations to Hieronim Lecybyl, Sam Campbell, Aaron Liang, Lucas Pilu, Alexei Kubzin, Lewis 

Peatie and Douglas Burbidge for receiving the best results in school for their age group.  

On Sunday 5 December, Year 13 Germanists had the 

opportunity to visit the Hayward Gallery at London’s 

South Bank to see the exhibition of Gerhard Richter’s 

drawings and more recent paintings. The exhibition 

featured more than 60 artworks by Richter created 

over the past two decades – the most recent of which 

were from earlier this year. The drawings were 

arranged by media to highlight Richter’s processes 

and skills. The exhibition included artworks using 

Richter’s typical ‘over-painted’ photographs process, 

which were exciting to see ‘in real life’. Richter is one of the most significant contemporary German 

artists, and has been established as a leading figure in this area for several decades.  

In this week’s Teen Tips, they talk to celebrity cook, Thomasina 

Miers, about the ups and downs of her career and her struggles 

with mental health. Thomasina shares her tips on how to bounce 

back from 'failure', nurturing resilience, and what sparked her love for sustainability in the food 

industry.  They also discuss how to manage family dynamics at Christmas time, not to mention how to 

make a killer mince pie. Further information can be found by following this link. 

Finally, congratulations to Year 10 student, Mark Ludden, who obtained a merit in his Grade 7 violin 

examination.  

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

https://club.teentips.co.uk/resources/eating-disorders-with-author-leading-advocate-hope-virgo/
https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

