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Happiness, success, community. 

I wanted to start by highlighting to all readers an opportunity available for boys whose tenth 

birthday falls between 1 September 2022 and 31 August 2023 to apply to become a Wakeham 

Chorister. I know there are many Old Olavians who sang at the Chapel so please do tell friends 

and family about this amazing opportunity.  

 

ST OLAVE’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL AND THE KING’S 

CHAPEL  

OF THE SAVOY 

   
WAKEHAM CHORISTERSHIPS 

Applications are invited from boys whose tenth birthday falls 

between 1 September 2022 and 31 August 2023 

 

Under the scheme, run jointly by St Olave’s Grammar School and The Duchy of 

Lancaster, boys commence at The King’s Chapel of the Savoy in September 2023 and 

in Year 7 at St Olave’s Grammar School in September 2024 

 

• Singing in a Chapel Royal Choir 

• Musical training at the highest standard 

• Admission to one of the country’s best state schools 

 

Further details are available to download via www.saintolaves.net  

The closing date for applications is Monday, 27 March 2023 

 

Last Saturday morning over 100 members of Year 13 

attended the annual interview preparation day to help build 

their confidence and skillset for this infamously demanding 

(and unnerving!) aspect of the university admissions 

process. Each student who attended had a general 

introduction to interview skills and preparation from Mr 

Budds (Deputy Headteacher, Curriculum), followed by a one-

to-one interview. Such was the level of support from parents, Old Olavians and staff (past and 

present), that over half of the Year 13s in attendance had either two interviews, or an  

 

 

 

http://www.saintolaves.net/


 

interview plus a group discussion 

session on life as a GP. My sincerest 

thanks to the 30 interviewers who gave 

so generously of their time and 

expertise on the morning to make it the 

great success that it was. What this team has done has offered great benefit and positive 

impact to our Year 13s and is the most wonderful example of our Olavian community coming 

together to support our brilliant students. It was particularly pleasing to see several recent 

school leavers, who themselves would have been through the process as interviewees over 

the last decade, coming back to school to help our current Year 13s. Huge thanks again to 

each and all involved, and all best wishes to the Year 13s in the forthcoming interview season.  

Many congratulations to Year 13 students, Franklin 

Baron and Alisa Rybalkina, who each endeavoured to 

translate a passage in French and Russian respectively. 

Each of them is one of only ten winners nationwide in 

their chosen language. They will receive their 

certificate in a Year 13 assembly and a £25 Amazon 

voucher from the Sheffield University MFL 

Department. They have also been invited to attend a Translation Workshop online, organised 

for all winners across various languages. Well done and it takes a lot of flair and sensitivity to 

translate with panache a passage which has already been translated by professionals. 

On Thursday 1 December, Head of Year 12 Ms Benham 

arranged for the Education Development Trust to visit pupils in 

Years 11 and 12 during their morning assembly. The EDT 

delivered an Apprenticeship Support and Knowledge 

awareness programme which gave students an overview of 

apprenticeship choices as a post 18 option with specific 

emphasis on Degree Apprenticeships. 

Year 12 Geographers successfully completed their fieldtrip 

to investigate the success of a rebranding scheme in 

Croydon Town Centre this week. They visited a range of sites 

including Reeves Corner, which was devastated in the 2011 

Riots, Queens Gardens and BoxPark. Students completed a 

range of human fieldwork methods, including an Index of 

Decay and an Environmental Quality Assessment of their six 

sites, and piloted a questionnaire for members of the public which they refined and 

completed on the second day with a larger sample size. As this trip has run now since 2017, 

the Geography department has been witnesses to the slow and steady change of Croydon, 

and students enjoyed the opportunity to explore a new place and see how local authorities 

can try to make changes for the better, as well as enjoying the Christmas lights and a hot 

chocolate! 



Year 13 English Literature students studying 

‘Everyman’ visited the National Theatre Archives at 

Waterloo to see a recorded production 

recently.  They are working on comparative 

coursework essays and this brought Carol Ann 

Duffy’s update of the medieval morality play to life. 

Directed by Rufus Norris and starring Chiwetel 

Ejiofor, students were able to appreciate the song, 

dance and rapping.  Everyman falls to his death 

from the roof of a high-rise office building after partying hard - and as he faces his ‘reckoning’ 

many ethical issues arise. We were shown a warm welcome having enjoyed a fast-food lunch 

beforehand as the photo illustrates. Students will now set to work on crafting their essays, 

comparing this play with the brilliant Arimah collection of short stories; ‘What It Means When 

A Man Falls From The Sky’.  

The Chemistry Department led by the Chemistry Prefect, Rakesh Velmurugan, recently ran a 

Chemistry Essay Competition. Well done to all the students who entered the competition but 

also the winners!  

• Sashank Akella - KS3 winner 

• Abhinav Nayak - KS4 winner 

• Vedant Agarwal - Overall winner 

An update to the ongoing House Competition. Leeke has surged past Harvard into 1st place.  

 

• Well done to all the pupils and members of staff in Leeke who achieved the most 

points in the History quiz!  

• The Interhouse basketball competitions start this week. 

The House Captains would like to encourage everyone, students and staff, to take part in the 

next House quiz on the world cup designed by the Sports debating society. The deadline is 

Friday December. https://forms.office.com/e/AX9sbw9EAR   

https://forms.office.com/e/AX9sbw9EAR


Year 10 student, Eythan, has recently been awarded The 

Giles Cup and The John Brightwell Cup in the Beckenham 

Music Festival. We are hoping to see Ethyan as well as 

others in the Christmas Concert which will take place on 

Wednesday 14 December at 6:00 pm in the Great Hall. 

Following the success of the recent Autumn Mid-Term 

Concert, we look forward to another great evening of 

live music, performed by our many talented musicians. Whether you are a parent or friend of 

one of the performers or simply looking forward to listening to a range of enjoyable musical 

items, there is always something for everyone at this event. Tickets are available and should 

be purchased in advance using our online payment system (sQuid). 

Finally, congratulations to Year 7 student, Alexander McKenzie-McIntyre, who achieved a 

Merit in his ABRSM Cello Grade 4 examination. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves and Instagram page - saintolavesschool 

have many more stories of student endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news 

items and student successes either via colleagues or email. The email address is 

publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details along with a high-

resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the 

development of our school and enhance learning, and you are not already 

doing so, please scan the QR code. 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
https://www.instagram.com/saintolavesschool/?hl=en
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net


 

Tuesday 6 December Lunchtime Careers Talk 

We welcome Lewis Johnson, Quantity Surveyor at J Murphy & Sons to talk about his career on Tuesday 

6 December at 1.05pm in the Chapel. Lewis holds a Master’s Degree in construction law and is a 

member of the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors. He has worked for Balfour Beatty, one of the 

country’s largest construction and engineering firms who sponsored his undergraduate degree. With 

12 years’ experience in his field Lewis has worked on a variety of projects involving building 

skyscrapers in the shadow of the Shard to cladding replacement on buildings following the Grenfell 

Tower disaster.  

 

What is surveying and what do surveyors do?  

Surveyors keep traffic flowing, water running and people moving. They shape our roads, bridges and 

tunnels, our skyscrapers, stations, and stadiums. They work in mines and in fields, on cliffs and on 

beaches. They value the houses we live in and the places we work in. They create safer homes and 

happier communities.  

They are busy shaping our future too: helping to regenerate deprived areas and planning smart cities 

that are connecting devices to human value through data sensing and analysis, while pioneering safer, 

more sustainable, and more environmentally friendly building methods. 

Surveyors work closely with a wide range of people: architects and engineers, bankers and ecologists, 

town planners and property developers. And they use the latest technologies: flying drones to map 

land and measure buildings, creating virtual reality models of buildings, and using Big Data to tackle 

global issues like climate change, migration and urbanisation. Please see the Royal Institute of 

Chartered Surveyors’ website for more information - RICS: Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 

  

https://www.rics.org/uk/


Virtual Events   

Webinar for Year 8 parents: How to choose the best GCSEs – Tuesday 6 December, 
4.30pm – 5.00pm 

Unifrog will deliver a GCSE webinar, please see the following description re the 

webinar content “In this 30-minute webinar, we'll share top tips to help your students choose which 

GCSEs are right for them – which you can then try out with them in form time or in the classroom. 

 

We'll get students to think about the things that might inform their choices, like what they want to do 

for a job, and which subjects they already find interesting or want to know more about.” 

St. Olave’s parents can create their own Unifrog Accounts with the following code: Parent Code: Your 

parent code is OLSHPARENT. Here is the link -  596 How To Choose The Best Gcses - Series How To - 

Webinars - Teacher - Unifrog When you try to access the link it will ask you to log in, at which point 

you can use the parent code. 

 

NHS Careers Untapped:  

NHS Careers Untapped Webinar will be held on Tuesday 13 December from  
4.30pm – 6.00pm on Zoom.   
 
The following gives more information about the webinar:  
 
This is a 90-minute webinar showcasing lesser-known careers in healthcare, focussing on corporate 

roles. Join us in our first of three webinars introducing young people to specialist careers in the NHS.  

The series of webinars will cover a variety of careers including facilities, radiography and project 

management to name a few. Working for the NHS does not mean you have to be a doctor or nurse, 

and the aim of this event is to show you how other careers contribute to our wonderful healthcare 

service. This webinar is for young people aged 13-18, anyone interested in understanding careers in 

healthcare, careers advisors who want to know more about the lesser-known roles in healthcare and 

is free to attend.  

Please register using the following link - Webinar Registration – Zoom 

 

University Taster Days’ Information about Engineering Summer Schools  

Please visit the following link to read more about residential summer schools which 

give students a taster of university life and what it is like to study Engineering at a 

number of UK universities - Engineering Development Trust (unitasterdays.com) 

 

https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/webinars/series-how-to/596-how-to-choose-the-best-gcses
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/webinars/series-how-to/596-how-to-choose-the-best-gcses
https://www.unitasterdays.com/institution/3077/engineering-development-trust-events

