
St. Olave’s follows the Edexcel Higher GCSE course. The subject is assessed by three equally-
weighted examination papers of 1.5 hours in length (two calculator papers and one non-
calculator paper). 

Mathematics is a linear subject: new work often depends on previous knowledge. A 
consistent effort throughout the whole course is therefore essential. 

Setting: 

In Year 9, students are taught in 5 mixed ability form groups. They begin the GCSE course and 
encounter enrichment material from the Free Standing Mathematics Qualification and GCSE 
further Mathematics. By the end of Year 9, teachers are able to accurately assess pupils’ 
relative ability and hence Year 10 is divided into one higher class, two parallel middle classes 
and two parallel lower classes – a structure which continues into Year 11.  

Content:  

The Year 9 scheme of work begins the Higher Tier GCSE syllabus whilst continuing to build on 
work done in Years 7 and 8. As well as working to master this content, our students grow in 
curiosity and are encouraged to develop greater resilience whilst improving their exam 
technique and problem-solving skills. Year 9 also includes extension material featured in the 
AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics and the OCR Level 3 Certificate in Additional 
Mathematics.  

• All sets will cover the Edexcel Higher GCSE Mathematics content.  

• All sets engage with enrichment and extension content beyond the scope of the 

GCSE to deepen understanding of core concepts and to provide a taster of A Level 

Mathematics.  

• Performance in GCSE Mathematics is of the utmost priority, so enrichment is never 

introduced at the expense of consolidating GCSE content. The amount of extension 

therefore depends on how well the various classes grasp the GCSE Mathematics 

content.  

• Students participate in the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 

Under the fairest conditions, there may be opportunities in Year 11 to gain an additional 
external qualification, such as the AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics or the OCR 
Level 3 Certificate in Additional Mathematics.  

Specification:  

• Full details of the GCSE Mathematics course can be found 
at https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-

2015.html . 
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