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I would like to start off by highlighting a change to our Admissions Policy for 2022/23 relating to Sixth 

Form admissions following a determination by the Office of the Schools Adjudicator. Please be aware the 

adjudicator’s decision is binding on the School as an admissions authority. You can read the changes to 

the policy by following this link. In summary, there are two changes to our policy, which are summarised 

below: 

1. The removal of the word ‘usual’ for entry into the Sixth Form. You may recall that our previous policy 

stated: “The usual requirement for Advanced Level courses is the achievement of a minimum of  

63 points…” The adjudicator found that the wording of this was unclear and consequently did not 

comply with the provisions of paragraphs 14 and 1.8 of the Code. Please note there is no change to 

the requirement for students to achieve 63 points in 9 GCSEs, and the wording of the policy has been 

changed to make it clearer. All students in Year 11 at St. Olave’s Grammar School who meet the entry 

requirements and their course requirements will automatically obtain a place. 

2. External students will no longer be required to take tests in the subjects they want to study at A Level 

and will be offered a place on their performance in the GCSEs in August. 

The new policy will be applied for those entering the Sixth Form in September 2022 and will be explained 

further to external students in the Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 25 November and to Year 11 in 

the Sixth Form Information Evening in February. Please do contact Mrs Maxwell, Deputy Headteacher, 

Mr Birtchnell, Director of Sixth Form, or I if you have any further questions. 

Thank you to all the students for their patience and understanding during the Covid-19 vaccinations, 

which took place on Monday. The vaccination team did this swiftly and all students who had opted to be 

vaccinated received their injections by lunchtime. Numbers were high compared to other Bromley 

schools who had vaccinations organised for earlier in the term. I was also pleased that there was no 

disruption outside the school gates from protestors as we were aware that this had happened at other 

schools in the area.  

Please note that next week is a ‘Refresher Week’ during which no homework is set. It applies to all year 

groups and the underpinning ethos is to allow pupils some breathing space, as well as the opportunity to 

catch up with friends, family and hobbies, in the context of a long and demanding term. This initiative 

has run successfully for several years now at St. Olave’s and forms part of our ongoing commitment to 

pupil and staff wellbeing. 

You should have received a letter from Mr Budds about Ofqual releasing updated information in respect 

of qualifications for 2022, and the Chief Regulator has written a letter to all students in the UK which can 

be accessed by using the following link. The letter addresses changes to arrangements, grading and 

contingency arrangements (in the event that examinations cannot go ahead as planned). 

 

 

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/10/policies/category/1/admissions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/letter-to-students


 

Thank you to The Lifeskills Company for running a workshop on ‘Optiminsing Learning and Maximising 

Grades’ with our Year 12 students on Wednesday. Students were led through a number of important 

skills, such as speed reading, skimming over work, note taking and presentation skills. 

This year has seen the return of the Sixth Form football team with many Year 12 and Year 13 students 

participating and producing very entertaining football. The team started strongly with a comfortable  

5 – 0 win to Harris Academy Beckenham. Next up was a tough away match against Ravensbourne, played 

on the Bromley FC pitch, which we narrowly won 1 – 0, with Nathan Daniel scoring the winner. The team 

then lost out 2 – 1 at home in a close match to a very good St Gregory’s team. Another defeat looked to 

be on the cards against Hayesbrook, but the team showed grit and determination to fight back from two 

goals down for a 2 – 2 draw, with Theodore Rhally scoring a last-minute equaliser! The team’s most recent 

game was a decisive 5 – 1 win at home to The John Roan School, spurred on by a large and enthusiastic 

crowd of Olavian supporters, with Daniel Kenward scoring twice. The next match is against Charles 

Darwin, which will be a difficult test. Special thanks from the players to Mr Davis and Dr Sidhu for their 

coaching and support. 

I would like to draw your attention to a new initiative being given by the Geography Department. The 

Geography Library in Room 34 is now open and available for GCSE and A-level students to borrow books. 

This is an exciting opportunity for your child to pursue their geographical interests beyond the curriculum 

and acts as a valuable wider reading opportunity (an important component for A-level Geography). If 

your child would like to borrow a book, they need to speak to their class teacher who will make a record 

of which book they are borrowing and let them know the return date.  

I was pleased to be able to listen to Mr Carroll’s talk this 

week to the Classics Society on ‘Asterix the Gaul’. Mr 

Carroll shared how the basic storylines also reinforce the 

series’ international appeal, and how different 

translations of the story engage different nationalities. 

For wherever Roman conquest reached, there are still 

tales of heroic resistance and glamorous native freedom-

fighters. Asterix does not always beat brute force by 

superior cunning and intelligence - he does it thanks to his unexpected access to even bruter force than 

the enemy can deliver. Such heroics may have actually taken place historically, but are lost to history as 

it was written by the winner, Julius Caesar himself in his ‘Commentaries’. In adventure after adventure, 

most of the Gauls’ over-ingenious schemes misfire as badly as the best-laid Roman ones. The reassuring 

fantasy is that, thanks to the magic potion, Asterix and his friends can mess things up and still win out. 

Every week I send out an update on the latest Teen Tip podcast or 

article.  Mental health concerns across society remain high and we 

remain committed to supporting all of those within our community 

including staff, parents and students.  We have invested in 

membership to the Teen Tips Wellbeing Hub where a large number of resources can be accessed. We 

have encouraged students in all years to become a member.  The free resources and guidance have 

proved invaluable.  If you have not already done so please use this link to register. Further information 

about this and the pastoral support within school is available on the school’s website.  

This week’s topic from Teen Tips is about Sibling Rivalry and Family Dynamics with parenting expert, Alicia 

Drummond - Wednesday 8 December, 6:30pm, with a recording made available in The Wellbeing Hub 

for one week. Alicia is a BACP accredited therapist, parent coach, speaker, author of ‘Why Every Teenager 

Needs a Parrot’ and, most importantly, a mother. She works with over 170 schools, delivering webinars,  

 

 

https://club.teentips.co.uk/membership-account/membership-checkout/?level=5&discount_code=StOlavesParent2021Tg7yDe3


  

talks and workshops to parents, staff and pupils, and is the creator of The Wellbeing Hub. Working 

upstream is the most effective way of preventing mental ill-health which is why she works to help  

parents, staff and pupils deepen their understanding of childhood and adolescence. Learn how to support 

your family and create an environment in which your child thrives. Alicia takes a deep dive into the 

dynamics and relationships of family life, systemic theory and intergenerational parenting, which will help 

you to prevent potential problems down the line. Further information can be found by following this link. 

I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have happened recently: 

• Congratulations to Sannah Zaman who became the U18 National Cycling 

Junior Hill Climbing champion. Perhaps even more impressively she also 

came 10th nationally in the women’s hill climbing. Both are outstanding 

achievements, well done! 

• Ayan won gold in two national U15 badminton doubles tournaments, as 

well as picking up a silver and bronze in the singles tournaments. Ayan is 

also ranked 27th nationally for U15 players. Congratulations! 

• Well done to Year 9 student, Kaustubh Malviya, who achieved 85/100 in his 

Grade 8 Rock and Electric Guitar examination. 

Finally, we are currently advertising for a Midday Supervisor and a Development Manager.  Further 

details about these roles can be found on the school website. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or email. 

The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details along with a 

high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

 

https://www.teentips.co.uk/monthly-parenting-webinars/
https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

