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We were thrilled to receive 

confirmation before half-term 

that St. Olave’s Grammar School 

met the AcSEED criteria for 

emotional wellbeing and mental 

health support, and has therefore 

been accredited with The AcSEED Award. Our AcSEED accreditation is valid for three years and the 

review team were particularly impressed with our Vision for Pastoral Care, our Mental Health policy, 

our Wellbeing dog, Shelby, and how our School Counsellor supports students and staff. AcSEED 

accreditation provides confidence to current and prospective parents/students that St. Olave’s is well 

equipped to support the emotional wellbeing and mental health of our students. Thank you to Deputy 

Headteacher, Mrs Maxwell, the pastoral team, and all staff who helped us achieve this award.  

I hope you all had a restful half-term break and welcome back to all our students. You should have 

received a COVID Update on 22 February from Mrs Maxwell, and if you have not seen this letter, which 

contains important information about testing and self-isolation, please follow this link. 

Also, the next COVID-19 vaccination day at St. Olave's Grammar School will take place on Friday 11 

March, 2022. Uptake is currently low and if you wish for your child to be vaccinated on this day, please 

complete an electronic consent form via this link: https://hrch.jotform.com/220261980290957.  

We are currently looking for a Teacher of Physical Education from September 2022. Further details 

can be found on the school website by following this link. Please tell your friends and family and ask 

them to contact the school if they are interested in this post. 

We are very pleased that we were able to start our international trips again during half-term with 

visits to Paris and Berlin.  

After two years of uncertainty, 

ten Sixth Form students 

accompanied by Ms Komuves, 

Mr Carroll and Mrs Saunders 

left St Pancras Station bright 

and early bound for Paris. The 

group stayed in a central Youth 

Hostel, within walking distance 

of Notre-Dame Cathedral. Over 

the course of their stay, they 

walked to the Paris Town Hall, 

La Conciergerie, visited Sainte-Chapelle and saw the famous cafés of the Left Bank. They used the 

funicular to go up Montmartre and Place du Tertre and took the metro to the Arc de Triomphe, after 

which they had free time on the Champs-Élysées. Students toured the Palace of Versailles and took  
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part in an artistic treasure hunt among the Impressionist masterpieces of the Musée d’Orsay. In 

addition, they all enjoyed an evening cruise on the Seine from the sparkling Eiffel Tower to the Ile 

Saint-Louis and back and had two very different culinary experiences: one in the Jewish district of Paris 

and one at Chartier, an iconic 19th Century popular Parisian restaurant. Our Tale of two Cities 

concluded on Friday with each metropolis remaining true to itself: the Parisian transport system was 

on strike and there were no trains in the South East due to Storm Eunice! Plus ça change… 

Students in Year 13 also 

travelled to Berlin with Frau 

Probodziak and Herr Birtchnell. 

They had an extremely rich and 

varied itinerary, featuring visits 

to museums and historical sites 

such as the Jewish Museum, 

the former border crossing 

point known as ‘The Palace of 

Tears’, the beautiful 

Charlottenburg Castle, and the 

museum to German Resistance during World War Two. Alongside these historical items, the group 

visited art galleries and museums, such as the Broehan Museum for an exhibition about famous ‘Dada’ 

artists, the Hamburger Bahnhof where the group attended a workshop, the German Cinema Museum, 

and a museum dedicated to Germany’s most famous female artist, Kaethe Kollwitz. For the more 

scientifically-minded there was also a visit to the vast ‘Technikmuseum’. The week was also packed 

with opportunities for walking through the city – albeit tackling some adverse weather towards the 

end of the week – and taking in sights like the Brandenburger Gate, the TV tower at Alexanderplatz, 

the famous East Side Gallery, and the ruined church known as the ‘Gedaechtniskirche’ in the West of 

the city. There were opportunities for shopping and the chance to try traditional German food, but 

also to experience Berlin’s multiculturalism through world cuisines. It was a thoroughly enjoyable and 

enriching experience. 

Also, during half-term, two Year 13 

students, Bharath and Rupankar had the 

opportunity to go to UCL and work in the 

microbiology department as part of their 

Gold CREST award. They learned many new 

techniques and experienced life in a 

working research laboratory. Both students 

worked hard and are now looking forward 

to completing their research and gaining 

the prestigious Gold Award. 

Olavian Classicists took part in the annual Euroclassica Latin and Greek 

Examinations last half-term. This competition is taken by  around 6,000 students 

in fifteen European countries and includes translation, grammar and 

comprehension exercises based upon a passage of Latin or Greek alongside 

historical and mythological questions. This year St. Olave’s attained: 14 Bronze 

Certificates, 20 Silver Certificates and an excellent four Gold Certificates. Well 

done to to Cameron Walsh 8H, Shaun Abraham 10N, Mark Ludden 10N and 

Arnav Sharma 10J for achieving Gold. Last year’s results were delayed so well 

done to the students who achieved 31 Bronze Certificates, one Silver Certificate and one Gold 

Certificate by Abhigyan Bagchi, 9L. 

 



 

 

I am pleased to share with you the front cover of this year’s Academic 

Journal, which has been edited by Year 13 students, Millie Hennessey, 

Rhea Rentala and Matthew Todorov. The foreword to the journal states: 

‘450 years have passed since St. Olave’s was given the Royal Charter 

and, in that time, we have seen masses of change and progress of not 

only the school, but the world. This issue of the Academic Journal not 

only celebrates the talented students that fill our classrooms, but 

reflects upon the past, present and future of our society as a whole. 

With articles spanning from scientific discoveries to questioning the 

society we live in, the journal provides a broad range of writing, showing 

off the curiosity and creativity of St. Olaves students. For 450 years, the 

school has encouraged young people to never stop questioning the 

world around them, and this passion for learning is made clear through the articles throughout this 

journal. We would like to give a big thank you to everybody who wrote articles for this year’s journal, 

and especially to society presidents and editors for all of the hard work they put into their own 

journals. The articles that follow have been handpicked as a representation of the breadth of interests 

and ideas that students have and we hope that this issue of the academic journal allows you to reflect 

on the world around us and encourages you to be inquisitive.’ You can read and find articles from this 

splendid journal by following this link. Well done to all the students involved. 

One of the objectives of the School Vision is to develop our community and it 

is always good to hear news about Old Olavians. Harry Clift has recently 

published his first popular science book, ‘How To Make An Apple Pie From 

Scratch’. From 2012 to 2018 Harry held a joint post between Cambridge and 

the Science Museum in London, where he curated two major exhibitions: 

Collider (2013) and The Sun (2018). He particularly enjoys talking about 

science in person and has given a large number of public talks, including at 

TED and St. Olave’s, alongside appearances on television, radio and podcasts. 

His book is a fantastic read and further information about Harry and his 

successes can be found by following this link.  

I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have happened recently: 

• Well done to Bharathsri Sivasritharan who has been invited to participate in Round 2 of the 

UK Chemistry Olympiad.  

• Congratulations to Year 7 student, James Stoner, who was awarded his White Belt First Class 

in Doce Pares recently. This is an after-school activity at St. Olave’s, which James has been 

attending since September.  

• Well done to Old Olavian, Ruauri Donohoe, who recently completed his EPQ on ‘To what 

degree is the negative stigma surrounding therapy the primary factor preventing formal help-

seeking?’ Ruairi’s presentation was articulate, thoughtful and he considered the negative 

stigma around mental health and looked at different groups in society 
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Finally, well done to Bingham who are running away with the House Competition at the moment.  

 

There are also some competitions within the overall competition taking place: 

• For the most merits in their year groups: 7H and 8B 

• For the most house points in KS4: Cure  

• For the most commendations: Year 9 Bingham - Year 10 Harvard - Year 11 Bingham - Year 

12 Cure - Year 13 Bingham and Harvard tie. 

Please see the Appendix for the Careers Newsletter. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour and 

success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or email. The email 

address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details along with a high-resolution 

photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and enhance 

learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called ‘Donation to the 

School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the Finance Office 

(finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

  

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
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mailto:finance@saintolaves.net


Appendix  

Careers Newsletter 

 

Thursday 10 March 2022  

Students are encouraged to come along 

to the Careers information session 

during lunchtime in the Chapel, from 

1.00 pm for 15 minutes where they will 

have the opportunity to explore all the 

exciting career learning opportunities 

available through INVESTIN. 

Will Walker from INVESTIN will talk 

about the various opportunities that are 

available in 20 plus cutting-edge industries and give an overview of how to use INVESTIN to learn 

directly from some of UK’s best professionals, such as doctors, forensics, scientists, architects, MPs, 

filmmakers, engineers and more.  

 

Wednesday 2 March 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.  

Join this virtual event if you are keen 

to find out what types of career 

related opportunities are available 

with Scottish Power. 

https://pathwayctm.com/event/uk-

wide-opportunities-with-scottish-

power/ 

 

 

Wednesday 2 March 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Insight into University of Surrey 

Experience Summer Days! 

We would like our pupils to have the 

opportunity to attend this exciting 

event that the University of Surrey has 

set up in partnership with Pathway 

CTM.  We encourage all our pupils who are interested in learning more about their University Summer 

Experience Days to take part.  The University Summer Experience Days will provide an insight into life 

at university.  By joining this session, pupils will gain an insight into the programme, obtain hints and 

tips about the application process, and will be given the opportunity to ask any questions they may 

have.  You can find this event by following this link https://pathwayctm.com/event/insight-to-

university-of-surrey-experience-summer-days. 

 

https://pathwayctm.com/event/uk-wide-opportunities-with-scottish-power/
https://pathwayctm.com/event/uk-wide-opportunities-with-scottish-power/
https://pathwayctm.com/event/uk-wide-opportunities-with-scottish-power/
https://pathwayctm.com/event/insight-to-university-of-surrey-experience-summer-days
https://pathwayctm.com/event/insight-to-university-of-surrey-experience-summer-days

