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I was pleased to be able to join the Warden of St Olave's & St Saviour's 

Schools Foundation, Liz Edwards, and honoured guests at Southwark 

Cathedral last night to celebrate The Foundation’s 460th Anniversary.  

The St Olave's & St Saviour's Schools Foundation CIO is a small 

endowed not-for-profit charity deriving its income from investment 

properties and listed securities. The origins of the St Olave's & St 

Saviour's Schools Foundation go back over four hundred years to a 

time when the philanthropy of 'notable' people of Southwark made it possible to finance several 

educational institutions for the benefit of the 'children and younglings' of the parishes. The two 

best known were St Saviour's Grammar School, granted a Charter by Queen Elizabeth in 1562 

and St Olave's, which received its Charter in 1571. Today, the St Olave's & St Saviour's Schools 

Foundation gives most of its income to St Saviour's & St Olave's School, Southwark, and  

St. Olave’s. We both use the funds to help improve our students' educational experience. 

Thank you to all pupils and parents who donated items 

for Ukrainian refugees organised by Reverend Dr Bowen. 

Dr Bowen confirmed on Monday that these supplies have 

now reached the people in need. She shared a story on 

Monday about the joy a young girl showed when she was 

given something as simple as a toothbrush from the 

supplies donated. Your donations are making a difference 

and follow this link to the website if you would like to continue to contribute. The link outlines 

the items that you can donate. 

May I remind you that there are a number of opportunities available for you, your family or 

friends to join us at St. Olave’s, especially if you are involved in education. A reminder that we 

are looking to recruit a Head of German to cover a maternity leave from September, a Lettings 

Facilitator and a member of staff to join the Site Team. We are also looking to recruit a Teacher 

of Mathematics. Further details about these roles can be found on the school website by 

following this link. Please tell your friends and family and ask them to contact the school if they 

are interested in any of these posts. 

Thank you to all parents and students who attended the Year 10 Parents’ Evening on Thursday 

remotely. We hope you found the evening useful and you received key information about how 

your son is progressing in his GCSEs. 

 

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/81/news-1/post/261/how-the-olavian-community-can-help
https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies?search=vacancies


A reminder that our next major musical event will be our Stage and Screen Showcase. These 

performances will take place on Wednesday 30 March at 7:00 pm in The Great Hall. 

Congratulations to Shaurya (Year 9), Ben (Year 11), 

Daniel (Year 12) and Velian (Year 13) who won the 

Hans Woyda Mathematics Tournament on 

Wednesday, beating St Paul's School in the final. This 

is an outstanding achievement as this is an annual 

competition involving 64 schools, both state and 

independent,  from across Greater London.  

Year 12 students have begun to think about their post-18 

options in recent weeks. On Wednesday 23 February, we 

held our annual Higher Education evening during which 

students heard from the University of Birmingham on 

matters such as student finance, choosing courses and how 

to prepare for university life. School Captain, Steven, also 

presented on personal statements and super-curricular 

activities. Mr Birtchnell concluded with a talk on how the UCAS application process works. This 

was followed by the Oxbridge Evening on Wednesday 2 March. We were joined by three 

academics from Cambridge and Oxford who shared their insights into the application process 

for these universities, as well as providing detailed information on admissions assessments and 

interviews. 

On Wednesday we hosted our ‘Aspiring Medics Information’ event, which was attended by 

around 60 students. Content was delivered via a Teams meeting, hosted by Dr Bradley.  We had 

three outstanding guest speakers: Professor Sue Smith, who spoke as Professor Emerita of 

Medical Education, Imperial College London, Dr Jonathan Buckler, who spoke in his role as 

College Tutor and Non-Stipendiary Lecturer in Clinical Medicine at St Hugh’s College at the 

University of Oxford and Samson Woodley, iBSc - Old Olavian 2010-17, who started medical 

school at Bart's and the London in 2017, and has graduated from an intercalated Bachelor of 

Science degree in Medical Education.  Each speaker gave a 30-minute presentation, during which 

students posted related questions in the Teams chat. The final 30 minutes were spent in a 

comprehensive Q&A session addressing these questions. Thank you to Dr Bradley for putting 

this evening together and all the speakers for sharing their experiences.  

We have had great success at Chess recently, and in our first in-person match of the season, we 

beat Skinners’ in the Regional Final. We won the match 5-1 with 4 wins and 2 draws. Following 

this result, we now qualify for the National Finals in the Summer. We last went to the National 

Finals in 2019 and are looking forward to repeating our success. 

Badminton players from Years 7-10 went to Langley Park to play some friendly matches. The 

boys all acquitted themselves extremely well and the standard was high from both schools. The 

boys all played two singles and two doubles matches so plenty of experience was gained. Overall, 

the Olavian players won by 33 games to 15. Congratulations to all involved. 

 



The All Weather Pitch continues to take shape and is very much on course to be completed by 

the summer half-term. You can see from the following photographs how much has happened in 

the last three weeks, with the top picture being taken last Friday. 

 

The sub-base has been laid and this week will see the arrival of the tarmac before the laying of 

the playing surface. Fencing is going up around the pitch and floodlights are being erected. We 

look forward to more fine weather so that the project continues to move forward in a timely 

fashion. 

In my series of highlighting societies, 

which take place within school,               

this week it is the turn of the 

Mathematics Society.  Their president is 

Velian Velikov with Vice Presidents: 

Nandini Chanda and Zackary Welch. 

Enthusiastic mathematicians gather 

once a week to share and discuss 

interesting areas of mathematics, whether it be recreational, cultural, or just outside the school 

syllabus. Some of the aspects they have looked at are: 

 



• ‘Why is ‘e’ so Interesting?’ - An introduction to the purpose behind the number e, giving 

motivation behind its frequent use in higher mathematics and showcasing some of its 

most surprising facts.  

• ‘The Importance of Nothing’ - How and why the number 0 came to be in modern 

mathematics, and just how much depends on it; can animals recognise nothing?  

• ‘Maths in the Simpsons’ - A display of just how frequently the Simpsons writers loved 

slipping in maths jokes, puzzles, or theorems. 

•  ‘The Maths Behind Maths’ - A talk on what assumptions hold up mathematics, getting 

down to the very basics of proof-based mathematics. 

•  ‘P vs NP’ - A joint collaboration with Computer Science Society to explain and discuss one 

of the most famous unsolved problems with $1million attached to it. 

I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have happened recently: 

• Well done to Year 9 student, Daanish, who represented the 

London Under 14 Hockey team against Oxford, beating Oxford 

2-1 in a hard-fought victory.  

• Congratulations to Year 8 student, Samuel Marshall, who 

secured a Merit in his Grade 4 Bass Guitar Examination. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student 

endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via 

colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to 

include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have 

published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school 

and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer 

is called ‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please 

contact the Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

