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Welcome back to everyone following the Easter holiday. I hope you all had time to re-energise and 

relax as well as spending time with family and friends. A wide range of revision, booster and catch-up 

courses took place over the Easter break – on-site, off-site and via remote-learning platforms. These 

included a residential revision conference for Year 13 Chemists (further details below), remote 

learning sessions for Year 11 in English and Physics, and on-demand online learning opportunities for 

Year 11 Geographers. A large number of pupils also came into school for staffed face-to-face booster 

and catch-up sessions including composition for Year 11 Musicians, revision sessions for Year 11 

Chemists and Year 13 students of English Literature, and staffed studio access for GCSE and A-Level 

artists which enabled them to develop their assessed portfolios. Thanks to all staff involved in 

delivering these sessions in support of Olavians preparing to take their GCSEs and A-Levels later on 

this term – not to mention for the ongoing support work which these and all other departments put 

in place during term time. 

May I remind you that there are a number of opportunities available for you, your family or friends to 

join us at St. Olave’s, especially if you are involved in education. We are currently looking to recruit: 

• A Head of German (Maternity Cover) or a Teacher of German (Maternity Cover) 

• A part-time Art Teacher 

• A part-time Economics Teacher 

• A Careers Lead 

• A Lettings Facilitator.  

Further details about these roles can be found on the school website by following this link. Please tell 

your friends and family and ask them to contact the school if they are interested in any of these posts. 

 

There has been a lot of work carried out on the site over the Easter 

holiday and I wanted to update you on how this has progressed. 

Thank you to the site team who have worked incredibly hard to 

oversee and implement all these works. Upper Humanities has 

been refurbished and the upstairs of Science has new flooring. The 

entrance to school has been improved with new tarmac over the 

potholes that had appeared. The All Weather Pitch continues to 

be on course for completion by May half term with the carpet 

being laid in the next week or so. The wi-fi across the school has been upgraded, which we hope will 

improve connectivity around school for Sixth Formers who use laptops. If you would like to donate 

into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and enhance learning, and you are 

not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called ‘Donation to the School 

Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the Finance Office 

(finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies?search=vacancies
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
file:///C:/Users/ttaylor/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ALGL2F1W/finance@saintolaves.net


Chemists descended on the small village of Hartington in the 

Peak District for three days of Chemistry Revision. Mrs 

Johnson, Miss Difford, Dr Carpenter and Miss Bishop ran 

revision workshops for students at the beautiful 17th Century 

manor of Hartington Hall, which is now a Youth Hostel. 

Students worked hard and asked lots of questions, with many 

commenting that the trip had really helped them get to grips 

with their revision work. Students visited the Peak District 

Mining Museum where they had an introduction into the importance of mining. They were lucky to 

have two fantastic guides who discussed the links between Chemistry, Geology and Economics using 

mining as an example. Students were fascinated to hear about the guides’ careers as they utilised 

Chemistry in large-scale industrial processes. A story about collecting a handful of gold from a chute 

in a mine was a particular favourite! They also had a tour down Temple Mine – a 1920’s lead and 

fluorspar mine, which really brought the processes discussed to life. 

It was wonderful to get away on a school trip after the pandemic 

had prevented students from taking advantage of similar 

opportunities. Students greatly enjoyed the time they spent 

together. The Youth Hostel (and staff) were fantastic in welcoming 

our students and providing them with lots of different 

opportunities to socialise. Students visited the nearby town of 

Bakewell, enjoyed the Games room in the hostel and took great 

delight (and competitive spirit!) in the quiz organised by Dr Stewart 

and Miss Benham. Our students were a credit to the school, with the Youth Hostel staff commenting 

on their excellent manners and behaviour. It was a pleasure to take such a polite and friendly group 

of students away. Thank you to Mrs Johnson, Dr Carpenter, Miss Bishop, Miss Chung-Faye, Miss  

Benham, Mrs Rogers and Dr Stewart for their time and energy on the trip. 

Easter always heralds the start of the new DofE season, starting 

with the Gold DofE for Year 12. Student take-up for DofE has been 

high this year, perhaps due to the fact that so much was lost during 

the previous two years whilst living under the shadow of Covid-19.  

Seven teams comprising of 42 students set off to Wales for their 

practice expedition in the Black Mountains, led by the experienced 

team at Wild Country Consultants. The weather at this time of year 

can be unpredictable with temperatures wavering between -1 to 

10 degrees. The ever-present rainfall with occasional glimpses of 

sunshine, and gale force winds on the mountain tops for the final 

day’s walking made for challenging conditions. 

  

Over the course of four days the students navigated, 

camped, cooked and carried all their equipment up and 

down a series of mountains, culminating with the summit 

of Sugar Loaf (680m) on their final day. On average, each 

team covered in excess of 20km each day, which is 

arduous in itself, but even more so when factoring in the 

terrain and weight of the backpack. The ethos of Gold 

DofE is very much about learning the skills of expeditions, 

working as a team and learning about yourself, and this 

was shown by our students throughout the expedition. 

 

 



 

 

A big thank you also goes to Dr Carpenter, Mr Carroll and Ms Difford who generously gave up their 

time during the Easter holidays to help make this expedition possible.  

 

16 Sixth Formers attended a lecture at Eltham College given by 

Harry Cliff, a well-known particle physicist working at CERN, and an 

Old Olavian himself. The topic related to his new and upcoming 

book, called ‘How to make an Apple Pie from Scratch, In Search of 

our Universe’, the title stemming from a Carl Sagan quip, "If you 

wish to make an apple pie from scratch, you must first invent the 

universe." But, finding the ultimate recipe for apple pie means 

answering some big questions: What is matter really made of? The 

lecture covered a lot of ground. We discussed the history of the 

discovery sub-atomic particles, ranging from the atomic hypothesis 

to JJ Thomson’s electron. We further discussed the origin of 

elements from hydrogen and helium in the Big Bang to the creation 

of nickel and iron in Supernovae. One of the unique perspectives he 

provided was what he did within the Large Hadron Collider in 

Geneva. It was a very interesting and engaging talk, that discussed 

quite complicated concepts, yet in a very accessible manner, really helping students wrap their heads 

around the building blocks of the universe. Thank you to the Physics Department for planning and 

providing the students with such an enriching experience. 

 

In my series of highlighting Societies, which take place within 

school, this week it is the turn of the Blockchain and 

Cryptocurrency Society. Their presidents are Navaneeth 

Madhavan and Rupankar Majumdar. In recent years, the usage of 

blockchain technology and cryptocurrencies has become more 

and more prevalent. The nature of transactions and money itself 

is changing rapidly. However, there are many misconceptions amongst the public regarding what this 

technology is and why it is so important. To address this, over the past academic year, there have been 

a multitude of talks at Blockchain and Cryptocurrency Society discussing the underpinnings of how 

cryptocurrencies operate and the economics behind them. Students go along to the Society to learn 

how to separate Bitcoins from Blockchains and really understand what this new, disruptive technology 

is all about. 

Well done to Year 10 student, Pranav, who competed successfully in a range of 

tennis tournaments over the Easter break. His successes include winning the 

singles at the U16 Welsh Junior Open and runner up in the doubles at the U16 

Welsh Junior Open. Pranav has worked really hard to achieve these successes, 

balancing school along with his tennis training. We wish him every success in the 

future.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have happened recently:  

• Congratulations to Year 8 student, Neal Ye, who achieved a Distinction in his Grade 8 practical 

examination in Piano.  

• Well done to Year 10 student, Francis Ikenye, who passed his Grade 6 ABRSM Violin Exam with 

a Merit. 

• Well done to Year 8 student, Abhinav Nayak, who achieved a Merit in his Grade 7 Piano 

examination   

I wish you all a restful and peaceful weekend.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

