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There have been fewer students around this week due to the number of visits 

and trips that have taken place away from school. This week’s Newsletter is 

therefore a little thin on the ground, and I will share with you the reports as 

they become available. Students have visited the WW1 Battlefields, the 

National Gallery, Bignor Villa and Herstmonceux, as well as taking part in 

activities within school.  
 

The exam season is now in full swing with many of the 

GCSE examinations already taken, and the majority of 

the A Levels happening after half term. Every student 

doing A Levels, AS Levels, GCSEs or their Year 10 

Assessments will undoubtedly be feeling the pressure 

and this stress may be shown in a number of different 

ways. As ever, the Pastoral Team are keen to support 

student wellbeing and academic achievement so 

please make the relevant Head of Year aware if you 

have any concerns. We are happy to help. Our very 

best wishes go to all of them. The MHST team at Bromley Y have produced a short video providing 

hints and tips for parents/carers on how to support their child during this difficult time. The video can 

be accessed via Bromley Y’s YouTube page and supporting handout can be found by following this link.   
 

May I remind you that there are opportunities available for you, your family or friends to join us at  

St. Olave’s, especially if you are involved in education. We are currently looking to recruit: 

• Careers Lead 

• School Counsellor 

• Sports Coaches  

• Learning Support Assistant 

• Cover Supervisor 

These roles have arisen as we develop areas within school and further details can be found on the 

school website by following this link. Please tell your friends and family and ask them to contact the 

school if they are interested in any of these posts. 
 

The DofE team and the final group of students were 

blessed with sunshine when completing their Bronze 

expedition recently. Students impressed staff with their 

excellent preparations for the trip. Food items were well 

chosen, and students were confident in their map-

reading skills. There were a few navigational errors and 

students learnt the importance of cross-checking with 

each other to ensure they followed their route correctly. 

However, even when slightly off track, students 

displayed excellent compass skills to find their routes again. Congratulations and well done to the 

students for a successful expedition.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7H9XTt6Zx4
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gpj181lrd7pl0hq/Parent%20Exam%20Stress%20Handout.pdf?dl=0
https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies?search=vacancies


Year 8 set out for an informative and thought-provoking exploration of the WW1 Battlefields at Ypres 

and the Somme in Belgium and Northern France earlier this week. The time spent in the cemeteries 

and trenches was an eye opener as it brought the history they had learnt from textbooks into the 

brutal reality that was the ‘Great War’, enabling them to see things from a soldier's point of view 

rather than that of an historian. Most enlightening was seeing and feeling the trenches of the German 

front line and how the grey solidarity of the gravestones brought 'alive' the terrible cost of the war. 

The boys visited Newfoundland Park, stood on top of Hawthorn Ridge in the Somme and paid their 

respects to School Captain, JT Jones, and Old Olavian ‘Jimmie’ Ruggles who is buried at Pozières.  

Year 7 this week had their inaugural Careers Day – the first major part of a programme of support 

which will run throughout their time at school. During the course of a busy day, Year 7 Olavians had a 

general introduction to the world of work, covering why it was important to choose the right job, what 

sorts of considerations should inform their choices regarding school/university subjects and future 

careers, and how the school would support them in their aspirations. We also had two guest speakers 

presenting to the year group: Istiyak Chowdhury, via the Careers and Enterprise Council, presented on 

Careers within the NHS and, depending on which form pupils were in, they either learned about 

careers within the Civil Service, or establishing a start-up. These latter two sessions were both 

delivered by recent Old Olavians. We hope it made Year 7 think about the bigger picture as relates to 

their lives within and beyond school, and are hugely grateful to Katherine Taylor and Salman Hussain 

for giving up their time to return to the school and share their experience and expertise. Year 9 

explored attitudes to stereotyping in the workplace, and how such stereotyping can be combatted.  

Both year groups also explored the Unifrog platform which is the key tool through which we track 

each pupil’s work-related learning and which offers a wealth of guidance and information on choosing 

the right courses and the right careers. If you have not yet seen this platform in action and are 

interested in discussing career options with your child, it is a good starting point for those 

conversations.  

In other news, for the budding young entrepreneurs out there, we would like 

to promote the Children’s Business Fair, which will take place in Orpington 

High Street on 16 July 2022. This event comprises a one-day marketplace for 

7-17 year olds to launch their own businesses and acquire essential 

entrepreneurial skills. It is the second such event in Orpington, and the 

organisers are hoping to make this as successful as the first one (in which 60 

children launched 33 businesses, making just under £3000 on the day). The 

deadline for applications is the 10 June 2022. 

 



On Wednesday, Year 7 took a 

walk on the wild side by going 

to London Zoo! They took a 

deep dive into rainforests, saw 

penguins on the beach, a 

paradise of butterflies and tiger 

territories to mention just a 

few of the magnificent animals 

that nature has to offer.  Staff 

and pupils alike were marvelled 

by the beauty and wonder of 

the animal kingdom.  Whilst 

exploring, pupils were busily noting down the animals seen and will produce booklets and leaflets to 

showcase the zoo to French, Spanish and German audiences.  The zoo was a magical experience, and 

thank you to the staff and pupils who came. It was a fantastic day!  

On Thursday, Year 8 visited the Roman villa at Bignor in the 

gorgeous West Sussex countryside and the Roman Palace at 

Fishbourne. These are among the largest villas from the Roman 

occupation of Britain with the finest mosaics ranging from the 1st  

to 4th Centuries A.D. showing the skill of the British craftsmen to 

reimagine Roman art. Year 8 explored the remains sketching the 

layouts and mosaics, considered the landscape around Bignor 

using 1:25 ordnance survey maps and took part in a Roman food 

tasting activity at Fishbourne. 

Again, a polite reminder that unless special permission is obtained or a pupil has to carry a heavy 

musical instrument, only the Park Avenue entrance should be used. Parents/carers must not drop 

students at the Goddington Lane entrance. We would appreciate your support as even this morning I 

was directing parents to Park Avenue for their child to be dropped off. 

Finally, it is always a pleasure to have our students complimented by members of the public, and I 

received the following message this morning: 

“Yesterday 3 of us went to see The corn is green . We were sitting in an area where a lot of your pupils 

were sitting . Their behaviour was very good and they were happy to talk to us ( 3 ex teachers ) . We 

did have a mix up over tickets before the play started but it was all sorted . The pupils seemed very 

interested in the play . Pass on our congratulations to your English department for organising it .Lots 

of interesting points to discuss with your pupils about the production .” 

I wish you all a restful and peaceful half-term.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

