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Dear Parents/Carers, Students, Governors, Old Olavians                                                          
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I hope you all had a good half term and enjoyed the Platinum Jubilee 

celebrations. Our Wakeham Choristers played their part singing in a Service of 

Thanksgiving for Her Majesty the Queen in the Presence of HRH The Princess 

Royal Grand Master of the Royal Victorian Order at The Queen’s Chapel of the 

Savoy. The choristers sang throughout the service, which included beautifully 

performing the Anthem, ‘O Hearken Thou’. The pupils, and their parents, had 

the opportunity to speak to The 

Princess Royal after the service, 

and share stories about their 

interests and backgrounds. It was 

also wonderful to hear Old Olavian, William Awomoyi, 

talk about his role as a Young Ambassador to the 

Commonwealth on the BBC during the Jubilee 

Celebrations. You can listen to William talk about his 

experience by following this link.  

Our series of Open Evening events commenced this week, which saw over 160 visitors on site, keen 

to find out just what makes the school so special. Both parents and prospective Olavians were 

impressed by how informative and helpful the staff were and impressed by our students. Well done 

and thank you to all the staff and students who took the time to showcase the very best of the school. 

A Levels and GCSEs are now taking place as we begin a very busy time for examinations after half term. 

Every student will continue to feel the pressure and this stress may be shown in a number of different 

ways. As ever, the Pastoral Team are keen to support student wellbeing and academic achievement 

so please make the relevant Head of Year aware if you have any concerns. In the event a student 

would like to speak to a counsellor, there are qualified Bromley Wellbeing Practitioners, Mrs Brionie 

Battersby, Mrs Liz Pattinson and Mr Andrey Lyashenka, who are in school and contact details can be 

found using this link. We are happy and want to help. Our very best wishes go to all of them.  

May I remind you that there are opportunities available for you, your family or friends to join us at  

St. Olave’s, especially if you are involved in education. Further details about these opportunities can 

be found on the school website by following this link. Please tell your friends and family and ask them 

to contact the school if they are interested in any of these posts. 

During Activity Week 1, fourteen Year 9 students who opted for 

French at GCSE, took part in the language exchange which started 

in 2014 with our partner school: the Institution de la Croix 

Blanche. The students met the French host families at Lille-Europe 

Eurostar Station, and on Monday morning they had a guided tour 

of the school and enjoyed a breakfast reception in their honour. 

The group went to Dunkerque where unfortunately they were 

unable to learn the art of sand-yachting, for lack of wind. They 

visited the Operation Dynamo museum , followed by La Coupole,  and  learnt  about  the  occupation 

 

https://twitter.com/commonfuturesch/status/1534098132027510784?s=21&t=ucm6YeKTNVGV7ffOSFdJ_A
https://www.saintolaves.net/62/counselling-service
https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies?search=vacancies


 

 

of Northern France during WW2. On Tuesday, the students attended their partner’s lessons all day as 

well as Wednesday morning when they were able to take part in the traditional commemorative cross-

country race on the school grounds where several of our students arrived among the first. The rest of 

the week was spent with host families, as Ascension Thursday is a Bank Holiday in France. This meant 

that contact with the French language was maximised and some participants were driven to Paris, 

Bruges, on the Northern coast, tree-trekking and a theme park outside Ypres. On Sunday, the French 

parents had organised a laser party game at lunchtime in order to enable the majority of French and 

English participants to mix one last time before departing on Sunday afternoon. The French host 

families praised our students for their adaptability and willingness to integrate while our students all 

thoroughly enjoyed the experience and said that they had gained confidence in their listening and 

speaking skills. We are looking forward to welcoming the French students in turn later this month. 

They will attend lessons at St. Olave’s on Monday 20 June. Thank you to Mrs Berry for accompanying 

the trip. 

After a very busy week of trips, Year 9 still managed to arrive at 

school on Friday morning in Activity Week 1 on time and full of 

enthusiasm for their journey to The Observatory Science Centre 

at Herstmonceux. The Centre is an interactive Science Centre 

based at a former site of the Royal Observatory. The Royal 

Observatory moved to Herstmonceux from Greenwich in 1958, 

seeking clearer skies for their observations. Students greatly 

enjoyed learning about this rich history. They attended talks from 

astronomers who explained how reflecting and refracting telescopes worked. They saw both 

telescopes in situ and were encouraged to ask questions. Students were in small form groups for these 

highly interactive talks which provided excellent insight into their current Year 9 Space topic in Physics. 

The Centre itself has several hands-on activities for students to engage with, providing many learning 

opportunities. We were blessed with sunshine so both outdoor and indoor activities were greatly 

enjoyed! Thank you to the staff, especially Miss Difford, for organising the trip and the Year 9 students 

for their excellent behaviour. The telescopes at Herstmonceux are still in use and it is possible to use 

them yourself! Have a look at the Stargazing Evenings offered by the Observatory for more 

information: https://www.the-observatory.org/events/stargazing-evenings.  

All of the students in Years 9 and 10 were given the 

opportunity to sit the online Junior Physics Challenge 

run by the Cambridge University British Physics 

Olympiad. As in previous years, our students 

performed fantastically with over a quarter of them 

achieving a Gold certificate! In total, the students achieved 61 Golds, 99 Silver and 56 Bronze. Well 

done to everybody who took part. 

Congratulations to Year 11 student, Raphael Huille, who has been selected to represent Great Britain 

in Pentathlon for the forthcoming U17 European Championships this July, which will be held in 

Krakow, Poland. This is an outstanding achievement and we congratulate him and wish him well for 

the forthcoming Championships. 

Again, a polite reminder that unless special permission is obtained or a pupil has to carry a heavy 

musical instrument, only the Park Avenue entrance should be used. Parents/carers must not drop 

students at the Goddington Lane entrance. We would really appreciate your support. 

 

 

 

https://www.the-observatory.org/events/stargazing-evenings


 

 

Finally, the four music groups are continuing to rehearse for the next two weeks: 

• String Group – Mondays and Thursdays at 1.10 pm in MU1 

• Improvising Ensemble – Tuesdays at 1.10 pm in MU1 

• Guitar Group – Wednesdays at 1.10 pm in P5 

• Symphonic Wind Band – Wednesdays at 1.10 pm in MU1 

If your child is part of these groups, please ask them about how the last few rehearsals are progressing, 

prior to the Mid-Term Concert on Thursday 23 June, which we hope you will attend. 

I wish you all a restful and peaceful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

