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It was pleasure to meet the new Year 7 students on Tuesday for their Induction Day in preparation for 

them joining us in September. Students took part in team-building activities as well as having taster 

lessons. We hope this day helped our newest Olavian students feel very much part of the school and 

they are excited about attending the summer school in August, and importantly joining us in 

September.  

Lower School Celebration took place on Wednesday in the company 

of staff and parents. We were delighted to welcome back Old Olavian 

and former Captain of School, Dr Mohammed Fallaha, to present the 

prizes. He gave an inspirational talk about his time at St. Olave’s 

highlighting the importance of creating good habits as well as 

embracing the seven years you have 

at school. He captured the 

importance of friendship and 

wellbeing during your time at school. Congratulations to all the 

students who won Academic, Diligence, Jack Petchey, Bronze and 

Governors’ Awards. Thank you to all the performers who also made 

this event a memorable occasion.  

The Leavers' Reception last Friday was a splendid ‘end-of-era’ 

occasion for parents and students to mix with staff in the relaxed 

environment of the Quad and to enjoy a glass of champagne 

before moving into The Great Hall for speeches from the 

Headteacher, the Director of 

Sixth Form and outgoing 

Captains of School, Steven 

Coker and Millie Hennessey. 

The Leavers' Ball continued at Chelsfield Lake Golf Club with a 

band, a buffet and the mind-blowing tricks of the illusionist. It was 

a reflective evening for a fantastic year group who we hope will 

keep in close contact with the school for many years to come. 

On Sports' Day the school's best athletes traditionally showcase their talents but 

many others also represent their House. Competition within the year groups, as 

well as for an overall winner, was fierce and it was great to see sporting rivalry 

between the boys upheld in good spirit. Special mention goes to Navin Mathew 

in 9K for winning the Junior Victor Ludorum as the most successful Year 9 athlete 

on the day. Bingham won in Years 7 and 9, with Cure winning Year 8 and Harvard 

Year 10. Well done to Harvard who were overall winners of the Sports' Day 

trophy and thank you to Mr Kenward, the PE staff, the Premises Team and 

helpers for organising the day. 



 

Thank you to Ms Wilkie, the English Department and students in 

Years 8 to 10 for putting together an outstanding performance of 

the Roald Dahl Medley, which gave a new perspective on 

favourites ‘Matilda’, ‘The Twits’, ‘Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory’, and ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ and Tom Stoppard's hilarious 

murder mystery, 'The Real 

Inspector Hound'. The plays 

were cleverly thought 

through, and well executed, from all involved. The audience 

laughed due to the comic timing of the performers and the 

location in the Business Centre Garden made for an entertaining 

evening all round. Additional photos from the evening can be 

found on the School’s Instagram account by following this link.  

Last Wednesday, we welcomed 60 Year 5 pupils for our Science 

and Maths Outreach Day.  The primary school students took part 

in a range of activities including launching rockets, investigating a 

dastardly crime using chromatography and working together to 

solve mathematical problems. All the students visiting were highly 

motivated and enjoyed getting out of the classroom and seeing a 

secondary school. A huge thank you to Mr Savage and Ms Bishop 

as well as all the Year 12 students who gave up their free time to 

help and run various activities. It was thoroughly appreciated by all. 

Thank you to former colleagues Roy Archer and Chris Davies for 

carrying out the official opening of our All Weather Pitch on 

Wednesday. The event was also attended by representatives of 

Blakedown Sport and Play and Barkers Associates. This is a 

wonderful additional resource for the school, which was paid for 

out of donations from the Voluntary Fund. The PE Department 

have already started using the surface and students are using this 

at lunchtime. I have always believed that the money given by 

parents into the Voluntary Fund should be used to give our pupils the very best facilities available and 

enhance their learning experience. I am sure you will agree that this new facility will help us do this. 

Congratulations to Year 12 student, Adam Steer, who was placed in the top 

0.71% of the Cambridge Chemistry Challenge. This is a fantastic 

achievement, and for this performance he was awarded the top 

Roentgenium Award.  To recognise this outstanding achievement, he will 

be invited to the residential camp in Cambridge.  This camp will take place 

during the summer break, just before the start of the new school term.  The 

course will be based at the University Chemical Laboratory and St 

Catharine's College.  It will be a tremendous opportunity for him to meet 

other first-rate students and to hone his chemistry skills.   

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/Cfo6H_fqVF3/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


Two Year 7 students have been awarded their CREST Bronze Award for independent scientific 

investigations. Saron Victor-Ananthaseelan investigated the factors affecting bubbling in a chemical 

lava lamp and Jack Corlett looked at factors affecting the flight of a paper aeroplane. Congratulations 

to both students for this achievement! 

Well done to the U15 cricket team for their victory in the final of the County Plate 

competition. Their total of 188 was largely based on Amogh Bhat’s 76 and Srithan 

Chanda’s 62. Sutton Valance managed a score of 153 in reply, but this was not enough 

to prevent St. Olave’s prevailing.  

Congratualtions to all six members of our Chess Team who competed in last week's 

English School's Chess Competition in Nuneaton. The students did amazingly well 

and overall they were placed 5th out of 19 schools 

 

Congratualations to all the students and thank you to the Art Department for putting together the 

Year 13 Art Exhibition. The exhibits were diverse and thoughtful. They reflect the hard work and 

dedication of our students throughout the course of their A Level.  

 

 



 

There are still opportunities available for you, your family or friends to join us at St. Olave’s, especially 

if you are involved in education. We are currently looking to recruit a part-time Art Technician. Please 

tell your friends and family and ask them to contact the school if they are interested in this post. 

Next week is Activities Week for all students, which includes trips to Europe, Penshurst and London. I 

hope these trips and activities go well and I wish you all a restful and peaceful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

