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Dear Parents/Carers, Students, Governors, Old Olavians                                                           
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I wrote to all parents on Monday confirming that the official date 

of the State Funeral of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on Monday 

19 September will be a bank holiday. We will close on this day as 

a mark of respect. The School has a long-standing relationship with 

Her Majesty as each year up to four places are available for boys 

to join us as Wakeham Choristers at The Queen’s Chapel of the 

Savoy. The Chapel belongs to Her Majesty The Queen as part of 

the Duchy of Lancaster. It stands on the north bank of The Thames just below the Savoy Hotel.  

May I remind you that we are looking for two new Parent Governors as our current Parent Governors 

come to the end of their terms of office on 30 October 2022. Please see last week’s newsletter for 

information or contact the school for further details. 

Oxford and Cambridge have released figures showing how many offers they gave to pupils from 

schools in the 2021 UCAS application cycle. It shows how well state grammars and sixth-form colleges 

compete with independent schools, and it is pleasing to see St. Olave’s in 11th place in the ranking. 

 

 



 

It was a pleasure to meet so many Old Olavians for the annual dinner 

recently, where Old Olavian, Stephen Hickey, entertained the 

audience as guest speaker. Many Old Olavians talked about how 

special St. Olave’s is in creating a legacy which lasts decades, and how 

they have an interest in giving something back. It was also good to 

hear how hugely grateful past students are for what St. Olave’s gave 

them, and not just because of the teaching, support, guidance towards 

university and future careers, but because they remember enjoying 

coming to school. They are proud they went to St. Olave’s and being 

part of an exceptional school. Thank you to all Old Olavians who 

attended the dinner and a special thanks to Mr Harris, Chair of the Old 

Olavians’ Society, Mrs Brooker and Mrs Cockshott for organising the 

event.  

Congratulations to the School who overall won the Young 

Olavians Day competition on Saturday 2 September winning 

the football, netball, basketball and volleyball. The Young 

Olavians did manage to scrape a draw in the Fives match. 

Thank you to last year’s vice-captain, Nikhil Doosa, for co-

ordinating the Young Olavian teams. The much-anticipated 

rugby match was postponed due to the hard pitches and will 

be played later this term.  

We celebrated our Middle and Upper school students’ successes 

with the Annual Prize Giving on Wednesday evening. It is always a 

great pleasure to congratulate our prize winners and their parents. 

They have done superbly well to be nominated for an award, in 

whichever category, especially when you consider the very high 

standards at St. Olave’s. Over 200 prizes were awarded by former 

Headmaster, Mr Anthony Jarvis, for a range of achievements, 

including curricular and co-curricular activities. It was fascinating to hear Mr Jarvis share his reflections 

on not being afraid of failure and how young people can really shape the future. Thank you also to 

Year 13 student, Eric Sui, supported by the Music Department, for his excellent musical interlude. 

Year 12 took part in the Diversity and 

Inclusivity Afternoon led by Miss Benham 

and their form tutors on Monday 

12  September. The session covered issues 

surrounding gender, race, sexuality and 

disability to ensure the school community is 

as inclusive and welcoming as they are able 

to be, students were taught how to be active 

bystanders. Pupils engaged well with the 

material covered and widely reported 

feeling more confident dealing with and reporting any inappropriate behaviours. All students received 

resource packs which contain key information and reading suggestions, which we hope they will 

continue to engage with going forwards.  

 

 



 

Electric Vehicle(EV) Charging Infrastructure Specialist Zest has introduced four 

charge points here by the All Weather Pitch. We are one of the first schools in 

the Southeast to make charging available to staff, parents and visitors. The 

investment comes at a time when the need to switch to electric cars continues 

to grow. CEO at Zest, Robin Heap, said: “It’s great to see a school that’s so 

important to this area choose to benefit from the introduction of EV charge 

points. Our investment in this school continues to build on our fast-growing 

reputation for quality, hassle-free, charging infrastructure.” Thank you to Miss 

Benham for her ongoing work securing the funding for this initiative. We are delighted to let you know 

that our application to the Tesco Community Grants Scheme has been successful and our project to 

purchase a food composter to reduce food waste and create compost will be put forward to a 

customer vote in Tesco stores from the first week of October until Mid-January 2023. Please look out 

for ways to vote when you next visit your Tesco store.  

Well done to Year 12 student, Raphael Huille, who recently represented Great Britain at the UIPM U17 

World Championships finishing 23rd. 

 

There have been a number of achievements, events and successes over the summer. Well done to all 

students.  

• Good luck to Year 13 student, Habibah Choudhry, who will be abseiling down St Thomas' 

Hospital building on the 23 September 2022 to fundraise for Evelina's children hospital. If you 

would like to donate, please follow this link. 

• Year 11 student, Aarav Gupta, achieved a Merit in his Grade 7 Piano examination.  

• Year 12 student, Antaraa Suryanarayanan, received a Distinction in her LAMDA Devised Drama 

Grade 8 – Duo. 

• Year 9 student, Samuel Marshall, achieved a Merit in his Grade 6 Bass Guitar examination.  

• Year 8 student, Tarunesh Sivabalan, achieved a Merit in his Grade 6 Piano examination.  

• Year 11 student, Keshav Sheshadri, achieved a Distinction in his Grade 8 Piano examination.  

• Year 8 student, Farhaan Jabbar, achieved a Distinction in his Grade 3 Flute examination.  

• Year 8 student, Sanay Godha, achieved a Distinction in his LAMDA Prose and Verse Grade 3 

examination and a Merit in his Acting Grade 3 examination. Sanay was also successful in music 

where he achieved a Merit in his Grade 3 Drums examination. 

• Year 9 student, Samarth Patki, achieved a Distinction in both his LAMDA Public Speaking  

Grade 4 and LAMDA Acting Grade 4 examinations. 

• Year 8 student, Joshua Baldwin-Webb, achieved a Distinction in his LAMDA Acting Grade 3 – 

Duo examination 

• Year 8 student, Shaurya Mehra, achieved a Distinction in his LAMDA Acting Grade 3 – Duo 

examination 

• Year 11 student, Shaun Abraham, achieved a Merit and a Silver Medal in his LAMDA Acting 

Grade 7.  

• Year 9 student. Akshit Gupta, achieved a Distinction in his LAMDA Speaking in Public Grade 4. 

• Year 7 student, Aarav Gupta, captained his club team at Sidcup CC and has represented Bexley 

U11 District. His club team won the North Kent Junior Championship and were undefeated 

throughout the season, which earned him best batsman of the season.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/charity-abseil-for-evelina-childrens-charity?utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_source=customer


 

A reminder that the school is also closed on Friday 23 September for the Selective Eligibility Test. Good 

luck to all children attending. 

 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves and Instagram page - saintolavesschool have 

many more stories of student endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and 

student successes either via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. 

Do not forget to include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and 

have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of 

our school and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please scan the 

QR code. 

 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
https://www.instagram.com/saintolavesschool/?hl=en
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net


Careers News 

 
Old Olavian Olivia Amura will be the speaker for our weekly Tuesday Careers programme. Olivia is a 
Philanthropy Officer with the environmental law charity, ClientEarth; she will be speaking about the 
many different features of her role in the Chapel from 1:05pm on Tuesday 20 September. The talk will 
be followed by a Q&A session, and Olavians of all ages are warmly welcome to attend.  
 
 
Olivia’s Biography  
 
Olivia attended St. Olave’s between 2015-17 and studied History (AS level), English Literature, Classics 
and Art. 
 
She studied English Literature at Durham University and graduated with a BA in July 2020. 
 
After leaving Durham just after the start of the pandemic, she began working for a financial 
consultancy in August 2020, being outsourced to Morgan Stanley’s equity derivatives team for  
12 months.  In this role she worked with legal post-trade contracts, populating trade information and 
sending the documents out to clients for review; her internal roles at the consultancy included Green 
and Sustainable Finance marketing and branding work stream lead. She was also co-founder of a 
Junior Women in Business mentoring scheme, which matched junior level associates with women in 
senior roles within the company.  
 
She left the consultancy in September 2021 to undertake an MA in Environmental Law and Sustainable 
Development at SOAS, University of London, which she has been studying full time and recently 
completed; whilst at SOAS she undertook a 2-month internship with a Uganda-based social enterprise 
in a fundraising assistant role, helping them to create fundraising materials and establishing their 
online presence. 
 
In July 2022, she started her current position as Philanthropy Officer with environmental law charity, 
ClientEarth; her role has many different features, but essentially, she helps to steward relationships 
with current donors, with a focus on increasing engagement with corporate donors. 
 
Since March 2022 she has been a volunteer case editor with youth-based non-profit, ClimaTalk, with 
their Youth Climate Lawsuit Database project, and will be commencing a voluntary role as a legal 
researcher with climate migration think tank, Earth Refuge.  
 
Please see the following Careers opportunities which may be of interest to those who are interested 
in healthcare and IT:  

NHS Careers Untapped 

All students interested in healthcare can attend a Zoom event on Tuesday 27 September 2022 from 
16:30pm - 18:00pm. Health Education England, with support from six London-based NHS Trusts is 
delighted to announce the launch event for a new online digital programme called  ‘NHS Careers 
Untapped’.  
  
This event is for all pupils, regardless of whether they know what their future career pathway looks 
like or not, and will include talks from nursing, management, and allied health professions, giving 
attendees real insight into their roles and specialities. To register please click on the following link 
https://forms.office.com/r/r2u8DmiZX5 as soon as possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/r/r2u8DmiZX5


Allied Healthcare 
 
The following event is also virtual, but students should be aware that you need to pay a nominal fee 
to register - Live Virtual NHS Healthcare Careers Work Experience Programme - Allied Healthcare 
Mentor (alliedhealthmentor.org)  
  
Applications for this programme are now open, and they will be open throughout this 
academic year, with the first programme taking place on the 2 October. Students can enrol here: 
https://alliedhealthmentor.org/product/live-virtual-work-experience-programme/ 
 
During the work experience day, students will follow two patients from their initial presentation to 
recovery. Students will observe the healthcare professionals as they interact with the patients and 
each other. They will have an opportunity to ask questions and gain knowledge through teaching. 
 
This will help students to make an informed career decision about their career and give them the 
opportunity to learn about how healthcare professionals work together as part of a multidisciplinary 
team. Each work experience day is completely different, and students will be able to build on their 
knowledge of NHS careers as they see different patient cases and healthcare professionals work in a 
variety of settings, such as hospital and community. 
 
Students will also receive certificates as evidence of having participated in the work 
experience programme. Those that complete the entire 5-month programme will be 
awarded a Highly Commended Reference from the Presidents of Medic Mentor.  

BIMA Digital Day Opportunity  

11-16 year old pupils may be interested in getting involved in BIMA Digital Day organised by the British 

Interactive Media Association  It will take place on Wednesday 9 November. 

Digital Day is a unique free initiative that gives 11–16-year-olds students an opportunity to gain an 
insight into a world of digital careers. On Digital Day, students will be able to meet digital experts who 
will talk about the Digital Industry, opportunities and job roles available. 

More details follow here from the British Interactive Media Association:  

How do you sign up? 

To sign up visit BImAwebsite here: https://bima.co.uk/bima-programmes/bima-digital-day/ - and fill 
out the form.  

The following video from 2021: https://vimeo.com/650276353 
 
PLEASE REGISTER FOR DIGITAL DAY HERE - The deadline is Friday 14 October 2022 

The students will also compete in a sponsored, nationwide digital challenge for a chance to win £500 
cash for their school and some fantastic prizes for themselves. This year's digital challenges will be 
issued by Primark and Royal Mail. Learn more here 

Digital Day is completely FREE for the schools and it happens on 9 November 2022. 
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What makes Digital Day so special? 

Recently, we sat down with Natalie Gross, Kayleigh Murphy (EPAM), Paul Davenport (Teacher), 
Grace Johnston (Salesforce) and Daniel Murray (WWF), to talk about what makes Digital Day so 
special, how this initiative has an impact on students and how to get the parents more involved. Watch 
the interviews here: https://vimeo.com/733646433 

What will happen once you sign up? 

• We will match your school with a local digital agency. We want to make sure every school has 
at least two amazing digital professionals coming in on the day to talk to your students and 
inspire them! 

• We will introduce you to your agency partner for Digital Day.  

• We will tell you about this year's challenges and send you the challenge packs and assets to 
use on the day, so your students can get ready for Digital Day. 

• We will keep in touch. Digital Day is not just about one day, it is a whole experience and we 
want to make sure your students are always up to date with relevant news about the industry 
and interesting workshops the teachers can easily run themselves. We will send you updates 
and you will be able to download additional assets and find useful information from our new 
Resources Hub. 
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