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Dear Parents/Carers, Students, Governors, Old Olavians 
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In this week’s Newsletter, I wanted to share with 

you some reflections from our two School Captains, 

Rohini Kumar and Rohan Selva-Radov as we start 

the new year: “With the new academic year now 

begun, and as our corridors and classrooms have 

once again been filled with the sounds of learning 

and laughter after the summer break, the SPT is 

eagerly anticipating the packed calendar of events 

and competitions that the Autumn term always 

brings. Last term saw the SPT helping to coordinate 

fundraising for student-nominated charities supporting victims of conflict in the Middle East, as well 

as raising money to donate to our twinned school in Lebanon, projects we hope to continue this year. 

Looking ahead towards Christmas, preparations for Cabaret and Festival are underway, with student 

input at their heart, via the Sixth Form committees responsible for helping ensure they are a success. 

The resumption of whole-school assemblies has been very welcome as a way of helping all Olavians to 

feel part of the wider community, and the House Captaincy team are currently planning ways to 

implement House Assemblies to further strengthen House pride and inter-year cohesion, as well as 

creating a slightly less formal forum for student-led presentations. The new team of Year 12 Sixth Form 

Association representatives have recently been elected, as have School Council members from each 

form, and we as an SPT are looking forward to our forthcoming Lead Delegate meeting, which is always 

an invaluable opportunity to hear students’ views from across the school.  

 We have welcomed over 300 new students to the Olavian community this September, and we are 

doing all that we can to ensure their transition is as seamless as possible. Through Female Voice and 

SFA meetings last year, the importance of reflection was reinforced; an indispensable skill for bringing 

positive change to fruition. Driven by student feedback, the Big Sister Mentorship Scheme has created 

a Welcome Video for new Year 12 female students offering useful advice and top tips for managing 

the next year. New students were also encouraged to look to their peers, teachers, Year 13s, and 

pastoral staff for support if they are facing challenges and reminded to look after themselves. In 

addition to this, arrangements for ‘Pizza Welcome Nights’ are in full swing, offering new Sixth Form 

students the chance to get to know each other and speak to Year 13s who were in their position last 

year. Having the chance to welcome new parents into the school community at Year 7 and Year 12 

Induction Evenings was a rewarding experience for us, and we hope helped give them an insight into 

the uniqueness of Olavian life. Looking to the future, we are excited to see what the next year holds in 

terms of House events, fundraising and celebrations. We are eager to see how our school community 

advances and continue to make meaningful contributions to student-life, with the ideas of Integration 

and Inclusivity at the forefront.” 

 



Rohini and Rohan have also delivered whole school assemblies this 

term alongside juggling their UCAS applications. Rohini’s assembly 

was based on the quote: “To err is human, to forgive divine” by 

Alexander Pope, where Rohan 

interweaved his love for musicals 

with effective altruism. Their 

messages about being unafraid of failure, being good citizens, 

resolving conflict and looking after our community were very 

powerful and ones which unsurprisingly align closely with our school 

ethos and values. 

On Saturday, a small group of Year 11 students spent the day at 

Francis Holland School, Regent's Park with Frau Prestipino, Frau 

Cranenburgh and Herr Birtchnell for a GCSE German study day. 

Along with students from other schools, they heard a talk from 

Professor Stephanie Bird from UCL on a film by the German 

director Rainer Werner Fassbinder. They then had to prepare 

three sketches on a number of different themes, ranging from a 

job interview to planning a school sports day. Each group then had 

to deliver one of their sketches in front of the other students. This was an excellent opportunity to 

develop their German speaking skills and work with students from other schools 

Congratulations to Year 13 student, Esther O’Neill, who has been awarded 1st prize 

in the 2022 Gladstone Essay competition for her essay 'Why does the modern 

world find the Romans so fascinating?’ by the Omnibus team. Further information 

about this prize, which is given for excellent essays on classic themes, can be found 

by following this link. 

Congratulations to Year 9 student, Samarth Patki, for his 

contribution to the Orpington's Children's Business Fair. Proving 

his skills as a budding entrepreneur, Samarth successfully set up 

his stall 'Greetings Gazebo' and sold handmade cards to the 

general public. The effort on display was astounding, with the 

company who launched the event noting “they had perhaps the 

best stand at the event - so impressive”. As a school we would like 

to commend Samarth for contributing in such a positive way and 

on being such an excellent ambassador for the school. 

Congratulations to Ayan Mahajan who recently won Silver in the Badminton U16 Kent 

restricted Singles, as well as Gold in the Men’s Doubles and Mixed Doubles. He also 

manged Bronze in the U18 age group, Silver in the Men’s Doubles and Bronze in the Mixed 

Doubles.  

There have been a number of achievements, events and successes recently. Well done to all students.  

• Year 8 student, Alex Lasiychuk, achieved a Level 2 certificate in Games Design and 

Development. 

• Year 10 student, Shrish Devaramani, achieved a Distinction in his LAMDA Grade 7 in 

Communication. 

 

 

 

                   

 you mustn t let a li le thing li e li le stop you 

https://classicalassociation.org/for-students/essay-and-translation-prizes/


Over the Summer, Old Olavian 

Elodie Gorter spent five 

incredible weeks in Eastern 

Australia. Her trip was 

supported by The James 

Burdett Memorial Prize, a 

travel grant, available to Year 

13 Leavers. She greatly 

enjoyed the trip and in her 

words: “There is no doubt that 

the grant allowed me to go on 

day trips, visit attractions and 

experience a different culture. I am pleased to write a record of what I did during my trip and how I 

used the generous grant, as well as including some pictures.” Details of her travels can be found in 

Appendix 2 at the end of this Newsletter. 

Thank you to Old Olavian, Ben Cole, an Associate at Marriott 

Harrison, who recently delivered a broad presentation on the law 

profession and gave an insight into the application process for 

becoming a solicitor as part of our Careers programme. Students 

thoroughly enjoyed his presentation and interacted with Ben with 

a myriad of questions. Old Olavian, Joseph Barradell, also came in 

to talk to Year 9, 10, 11 and 12 D&T students about the Dyson 

Degree Apprenticeship. Joseph has just finished his first year of 

the apprenticeship and was able to tell the students about this alternative route to university, what 

the course entailed, how to apply (with some extra tips!) as well as the day-to-day experience of 

working for Dyson alongside his degree. The students had some excellent questions and found the 

talk interesting and useful.  

Finally, I am happy to inform you that we are celebrating the European Day of Languages in school on 

Monday 26 September. There will be an exciting and inspiring array of activities and opportunities on 

offer. Proceeds from the bake-sale, karaoke and face-painting stalls will be donated to the charity: 

Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves and Instagram page - saintolavesschool have many 

more stories of student endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student 

successes either via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget 

to include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on 

the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our 

school and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please scan the QR code. 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
https://www.instagram.com/saintolavesschool/?hl=en
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net


Appendix 1 

 

Career News 

Our Careers Talks this coming Tuesday 27 September, will be delivered by John Molloy, Co-Founder, 

Owner and President/CEO of Memo International SA a luxury international perfume company. John 

will talk about the luxury goods industry, careers within this field and the skill sets you require to 

succeed as an entrepreneur. 

The lunchtime careers session will take place via Teams in the chapel from 1:05pm until 1:35pm and 

all Olavians are warmly welcome to attend.  

John is Co-Founder, Owner and CEO of Memo International SA, an international perfume company 

which he and his wife Clara set up together 15 years ago. John holds a BComm in Commerce from 

University College Dublin, major in Enterprise Development and an MBA from Essec Business School, 

Paris. As a student in Dublin, he worked in an exclusive department store Brown Thomas part of the 

Selfridges Group to help pay for studies. John’s love for craftsmanship, brands and storytelling was 

born from childhood upbring and his first work experience role in the basement of Brown Thomas. 

After graduating he launched the brand that he developed while at university in his enterprise 

development major. 

Post this success he took time out to travel and returned to do an MBA in Paris which led to MD roles 

at Kenzo part of the LVMH Group   and Lancôme part of  L’Oréal. Always wanting to create and build 

his own brand, John and his wife Clara created the French luxury fragrances brands Memo Paris, 

Floraiku Paris and Hermetica Paris and are now distributed in over 60 countries worldwide with an 

international headquarters based in Geneva. 

 

Experience a career to inform yourself about the different options available. 

 

STEM and Medicine Career Opportunities for ages 12-18 

 

At UCL in November and December provided by InvestIN. These courses are not free of charge. 
 

Opportunities are being offered in nine STEM and Medicine-related industries at UCL this 

term. The programmes provide an opportunity for students to test-drive a career before 

committing to it and receive tailored advice from successful professionals. Highlights include: 

 

- Practise stitching up a wound 

- Design the engineering to take humans to Mars 

- Observe a clinical psychology assessment 

- Design your own video game 

 

Plus, Q&A time with all the professionals and guidance on university choices, interviews and 

applications. 

Please see the following sign-up links for the different age groups:   

15 – 18 - STEM & Medicine Weekends: Ages 15-18 – InvestIN Education  

12 – 14   STEM & Medicine Weekends: Ages 12-14 – InvestIN Education 

 

http://www.memo-i.com/
http://www.memo-i.com/
http://www.ucd.ie/
http://www.essec.edu/
http://www.brownthomas.com/
http://www.selfridgesgroup.com/
http://www.kenzo.com/
http://www.lvmh.fr/
http://www.lancome.fr/
http://www.loreal.com/
http://www.memoparis.com/
http://www.floraiku.com/
http://www.hermetica.com/
https://investin.org/collections/stem-medicine-weekends-ages-15-18?utm_source=UK+SCHOOLS+MASTER&utm_campaign=7b687364b6-bankersschoolmar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-7b687364b6-139378005&mc_cid=7b687364b6&mc_eid=b952b3550f
https://investin.org/collections/3-stem-medicine-weekends-ages-12-14?utm_source=UK+SCHOOLS+MASTER&utm_campaign=7b687364b6-bankersschoolmar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-7b687364b6-139378005&mc_cid=7b687364b6&mc_eid=b952b3550f


 

More information about InvestIN - InvestIN | Ambition Beyond Education – InvestIN Education 

InvestIN is a UK-based organisation that provides students aged 12-18 with an immersive experience 

of their dream career. 

Industry-leading professionals design every one of the experiences, guiding students through 

authentic career simulations, interactive activities, inspiring site visits, personalised career guidance 

and 1:1 networking opportunities. 

Each of the programmes are tailor-made for young people. Students can choose a weekend 

masterclass for a taste of their chosen industry or a summer experience for a fully immersive,  

360-degree look at their dream career. 

‘Young’ programmes are designed for students aged 15-18, whilst ‘Future’ programmes cater for 

students aged 12-14. Students can attend either in person or live online; no application necessary. 

  

https://investin.org/


Appendix 2 

 

“Dear Mr Rees and Mr Birtchnell, 

 

Over the Summer I spent five incredible weeks in Eastern Australia. I greatly enjoyed the trip and there 

is no doubt that the grant allowed me to go on day trips, visit attractions and experience a different 

culture. I am pleased to write this record of what I did during my trip and how I used the generous 

grant, as well as including some pictures. 

 

Due to my sister’s illness I couldn’t travel with my mother and therefore went alone to Australia, 

staying with family and contacts. Whilst this was a fairly daunting prospect, I have felt myself become 

more independent and have built great confidence as I met many new people throughout my stay. It 

gave me an opportunity to push myself outside of my comfort zone and it has certainly prepared for 

the start of university.  

 

Sydney (14/07-20/07, 10/08-20/08) 

I was lucky to visit the Sydney Opera house, where I watched a performance, ‘The Crowd and I’, 

consisting of 12 short musical performances by a full orchestra. The concert hall has been recently 

renovated so it was very impressive and the performance was dynamic and very enjoyable. It looked 

at political and social themes ranging from George Floyd’s murder to urbanisation and high-rise 

buildings in Hong Kong. 

 

I visited the Art Gallery of New South Wales, where I went to the Archibald, Wynne and Sulman Prizes 

Exhibition, one of Australia's oldest and most prestigious art awards.  

Furthermore, I also took the train to Katoomba, a town located in the Blue Mountains. From there, I 

was able to walk to Echo Point, from where you can view the Three Sisters rock formation and 

Katoomba falls.  

Another highlight was whale watching off the coast of Sydney, where we were lucky to have a clear 

day and have many sightings, including of the whales ‘lobtailing’ in the distance.  

 

As part of the medical volunteering I had organised as part of my trip, I was fortunate to visit two 

western Sydney hospitals, Blacktown and Mt. Druitt. For two days, I was part of a small group of 

prospective volunteers, many of whom I enjoyed talking to and hearing about their experiences with 

the healthcare system. We took part in training sessions and presentations on Grief and Bereavement, 

the Cancer Council and maintaining healthy boundaries within the palliative care environment. In such 

a sensitive area of healthcare, the importance of working as a team, being empathetic and 

understanding your role as a volunteer, was emphasised. I was able to see this in practice when I visited 

a specialist palliative and supportive care unit at Mt. Druitt hospital where I shadowed a volunteer, 

Ann, who showed me the ward and visited patients. This experience was a particular highlight of my 

trip, I learnt a lot about the provision of end-of-life care and how the focus of care is comfort rather 

than active treatment in other areas of medicine. I hope to write an additional article on my experience 

of both Palliative Care and the wider Australian healthcare system. 

 

Melbourne (20/07-25/07)  

Whilst in Melbourne, I was able to take in the diversity and culture of the city during a walking tour, 

passing through the famous ‘lanes’, I attended an Aussie Rules Football match and I visited a native 

animal sanctuary where I was able to see  oalas,  angeroos, wombats, etc…in the Dandenong ranges. 

On my final night, we drove to Phillip Island to see the fairy penguin parade. We were lucky to see 413 

penguins; it was a unique and mesmerising scene as we watching the penguins marching back to their 

nests. 

 



Brisbane (25/07-10/08) 

I spent two weeks in Brisbane and was able to visit Australia zoo, go horse trail riding, surfing and meet 

Ava, who I met through the Olave’s Space Design Competition, and go the Queensland ‘EKKA’. I went 

alone on a day trip to Moreton Island where I went snorkelling, kayaking and sand surfing. Here, I met 

new friends from Columbia, the Netherlands and various parts of Australia and this experience 

definitely boosted my confidence. 

 

I carefully spread the money from the grant over my trip and used it primarily for the following 

activities: 

- Whale Watching 

- Horse Riding Trail 

- Day Trip to Moreton Island  

- Australia Zoo 

- Queensland EKKA 

- Sydney Opera House Performance 

- City Walking Tours 

- Art Gallery of New South Wales 

- Public Transport, including to the Blue Mountains and Gold Coast 

 

Overall, my trip to Australia was an incredible experience and I wish to thank those involved in kindly 

giving me this grant for my trip, without which I wouldn’t have been able to do many of the things I 

was fortunate enough to do. Not only was it a chance to see the wonderful nature and culture, but it 

was also a personal challenge to travel alone and be independent. I navigated three cities, made new 

friends, learnt about the healthcare and improved my ability to plan and budget. I have come back 

home with a greater sense of excitement for university and the confidence that I have developed skills 

which will serve me well. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity, 

 

Elodie” 

 

 

 


