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Happiness, success, community. 
I wanted to start this newsletter by reminding readers about the school vision. Our vision has three 

objectives – happiness, success and community and is something that I have spoken about in induction 

evenings and in this newsletter. I believe it is important to keep reminding you what the school is 

working towards in the future. There are many examples of these three objectives in today’s 

newsletter. Some examples are obvious, such as our GCSE entry for MFL, and some fit across more 

than one of our objectives, such as the Christmas Concert. I hope it is clear all the activities show that 

we are very proud to be part of St. Olave’s School. 

I was pleased to receive a letter from The Rt Hon Nick Gibb MP, Minister of State for Schools, 

congratulating my colleagues on our school’s commitment to the teaching of languages. Our GCSE 

data on entries for 2022 showed that 98% of our pupils were entered for at least one MFL GCSE in 

2022, which makes us among the top schools in England for the proportion of pupils studying a 

language at GCSE. He goes on to say how languages are an important part of a broad and balanced 

curriculum. The letter can be read by following this link.  

Every year the Design and Technology Department offer 

students in Year 11 the opportunity to apply for the 

Arkwright Engineering Scholarship. The Scholarships are 

the most respected awards of their type in the UK and 

are sponsored by a range of industrial and commercial 

companies, charitable trusts, professional engineering 

organisations, universities, trade associations, the 

Armed Services, schools, and personal donors. This year 

six Year 12 students, Frank Gubars, Jake Leedham, 

Amitan Joseph, Ayman Chowdhury, Max Acton and 

Connor McMichael, completed an application, aptitude exam and rigorous interview when they were 

in Year 11. All students were successful in receiving this prestigious scholarship which we hope will 

inspire them to pursue their dreams and change the world as a future leader in engineering. Current 

Year 11 Design and Technology students are now commencing this competitive application, and I have 

no doubt we will see more Arkwright successes in the future. 

On Tuesday, we welcomed Dr Daniel Elphick for the second lecture in this year’s 

Olavian Lecture Series. Dr Elphick is a lecturer in Musicology at Royal Holloway, 

University of London, Fellow of the Centre 

for Russian Music at Goldsmiths, University 

of London and his talk was titled: 

“Musicology: 4 myths and a question”. In 

his talk, Dr Elphick introduced some of the most frequently 

encountered myths surrounding 'classical music', including 

genius, biography, progress, and how to listen. Thank you to 

School Captain, Rohan Selva-Radov for organising this event. 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/status/1595052235565977600


The Christmas Concert will take place on Wednesday 14 

December at 6:00 pm in the Great Hall. Following the success of 

the recent Autumn Mid-Term Concert, we look forward to 

another great evening of live music, performed by our many 

talented musicians. Whether you are a parent or friend of one of 

the performers or simply looking forward to listening to a range of 

enjoyable musical items, there is always something for everyone 

at this event. Tickets will be made available from today and should 

be purchased in advance using our online payment system (sQuid). The tickets for adults are £10 and 

for concessions (senior citizens, students and children) tickets are £5 and will be distributed through 

internal student-mail. Should you experience any problems in connection with the online system, 

please do not hesitate to contact the Finance Department by email financeoffice@saintolaves.net and 

they will assist with your query. 

Congratulations to Habibah Choudhry in Year 13 for winning our European Day of Languages Poetry 

Competition with her Urdu poem, ‘Zindagi ka naam’! Her poem, which you can read below, blew away 

the judges and earned her a well-deserved victory. We would also like to congratulate Sachin Prakash 

in Year 8 for his German poem, ‘Der Haus der Ewigkeit’, which merited him the title of Runner-Up. 

Well done to everyone who took part: we received some fantastic entries this year, and we expect to 

see some familiar names win next year’s contest! 

Zindagi ka naam (the name of life) 

 

Ye zindagi kya jiya mushkil ke bina 

Jab mushkil hi hai zindagi ka naam  

 

Hum chahte hain ke jeet jaiyen 

Magar harna hai is zindagi ka naam  

 

Tum pyaar karo ya maan rakho 

Dhokha hi hai is zindagi ka naam  

 

Socha tha ke khil jaiyenge 

Par murjha jaana hai zindagi ka naam  

 

Ujala tere hone se khushfehmi thi meri 

Kyun ke andhera hi hai is zindagi ka naam  

 

 

Ghalti meri ko bhul kyun nahi jaate  

Jab ghaltiyan hi hai is zindagi ka naam?  

 

Farak kya parta hai in ghaltiyon ka 

Jab koshish hai is zindagi ka naam? 

What life have you lived, if without struggle? 

Because struggle is the very name of this life.  

 

We, as humans, want to succeed 

But losing is the name of this life  

 

If you love or respect, what does it matter 

When betrayal is the name of this life?  

 

We thought that we'd blossom and bloom 

But destruction is the name of this life  

 

The light which your presence brought was just 

a false hope of mine 

Because darkness is the name of this life  

 

Why don't you forget my mistakes 

When making mistakes is the name of this life?  

 

Why do these mistakes even matter so much 

When trying is the name of this life 

 

 

Hindu Society recently organised a free Sixth Form Diwali event in school led by Year 13 students 

Abhishek Sundararaman, Rahul Raghavan and Guneeka Chitkara. There were lots of cultural 

performances, games, prayers and Indian sweets at the end as well. Thank you for the teachers 

support provided by Ms Senaratne, Ms Wilkie, Mr Brown, and Dr Corlett. Over 100 students attended 

the event, spreading the spirit of Diwali and it was a very successful event. 

mailto:financeoffice@saintolaves.net


 

Thank you to Mrs Ward and the students for carrying out litter picking in and around Park Avenue last 

Friday. It is always important for our students to reach out beyond the school gates, and I hope this 

small gesture shows that we do care about the environment that we share with our local residents.  

 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves and Instagram page - saintolavesschool have 

many more stories of student endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and 

student successes either via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. 

Do not forget to include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and 

have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of 

our school and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please scan the 

QR code. 

 

 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
https://www.instagram.com/saintolavesschool/?hl=en
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net


 

 

Careers News 

 

Mr Budds has organised the annual Oxbridge and Medics interview preparation day, which 

takes place tomorrow Saturday 26 November in the Great Hall. The School thanks all involved 

for giving up their time to assist our students in their preparation for interviews. Year 13 

students also attended an interview preparation afternoon at Thomas Tallis School on 

Wednesday 23 November, which was another opportunity for them to gain practice for the 

upcoming interviews.  

 

Head of Year 12 Ms Benham has arranged for the Education Development Trust to visit pupils 

on Thursday 1 December. The EDT will deliver an Apprenticeship Support and Knowledge 

awareness programme during the morning’s assembly for Years 10 and 11.  

 

Opportunities   

Unifrog has launched a new Careers Quiz and its theme is sport. Please see 

the link for more information - Careers quiz: careers in sport : resources library 

(unifrog.org)  

 

Another Unifrog insight this week is a look at international universities, featuring the famous 

Italian university based in Milan, Bocconi. See the link as follows - Get a Taste of Bocconi - 

Bocconi University Milan (unibocconi.eu) 

 

Springpod has some interesting virtual work experience 

opportunities on its site. The following may be worth exploring for 

students in Years 10 - 13 (each opportunity states the age criteria). 

Students complete the virtual work experience and receive a 

certificate once they have completed the course.  

This is a virtual work experience opportunity for those interested in global trading and 

logistics and transport.  

Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport in the UK (springpod.com) 

Application deadline: 31 December 

 

https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/sort/careers-quiz-careers-in-sport
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/sort/careers-quiz-careers-in-sport
https://www.unibocconi.eu/wps/wcm/connect/bocconi/sitopubblico_en/navigation+tree/home/programs/bachelor+of+science/guidance+activities/prospective+students+area/open+classes
https://www.unibocconi.eu/wps/wcm/connect/bocconi/sitopubblico_en/navigation+tree/home/programs/bachelor+of+science/guidance+activities/prospective+students+area/open+classes
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/chartered-institute-of-logistics-and-transport-in-the-uk


 

Pupils interested in careers in the aerospace and aviation sector, please engage in the 

following aviation and aerospace virtual work experience. 

Civil Aviation Authority 

Aviation & Aerospace Virtual Work Experience (springpod.com) 

Application deadline: 31 December 

 

 

 

 

FREE, VIRTUAL event on Saturday 10 December from 10am – 3pm  

Allied Healthcare Mentor is launching its first ‘Insight into Allied Healthcare’ conference on 

Saturday 10 December. This is a FREE, VIRTUAL event, and students in Years 10 – 13 are 

invited to register. 

Registration Link: https://airtable.com/shruUtla3mMiKorsK 

More about the event as follows from the organiser:  

 

Chief Nurse Mentor, Abbie Dickinson, will be joined by health professionals across the NHS 

to share their insight into how to get into healthcare and what day-to-day life is like in their 

respective careers.  

 

Abbie will be joined by:  

Carla Jayne Avery - Midwifery 

Simon Otter - Podiatry 

Tracy Wallis - Associate Head for Students University of Portsmouth 

Katherine Chambers - Physiotherapy 

Lucie Rochfort - Speech and Language Therapy 

Natalie Hicks - Occupational Therapy 

Shelley Blane - Therapeutic Radiography 

Parag Sawant - Occupational Therapy 

Kevin Harrup - Occupational Department Practitioner 

 

We encourage students to make the most of this rare and unique opportunity.  

 

Please find the AHP Conference Brochure to distribute among your students: 

https://medicmentor.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/AHP-Insight.pdf 

 

Registration Link: https://airtable.com/shruUtla3mMiKorsK 

 

 

 

https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/aviation-aerospace-virtual-work-experience
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/aviation-aerospace-virtual-work-experience
https://airtable.com/shruUtla3mMiKorsK
https://medicmentor.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/AHP-Insight.pdf
https://airtable.com/shruUtla3mMiKorsK


University Taster Day 

 

University Taster Day for those interested in an Animation, Game Art or VFX degree with 

Undergraduate Taster Days (pearsoncollegelondon.ac.uk) 

Date: Saturday 3 December 10.30am – 1.45pm  

Location:  Escape Studios 190 High Holborn London WC1V 7BH and Online  

Book ASAP to avoid disappointment - Undergraduate Taster Day Tickets, Sat 3 Dec 2022 at 

10:30 | Eventbrite 

 

What to expect, information from Pearson College:  

An introduction to the software and skills taught on our degrees. You will have the 
opportunity to use industry-standard software including Maya and Unreal Engine, as well as 
having an insight into our expert tutors' teaching styles! 
 
Please note, our taster day events are designed for prospective students only. Parents and 
carers are welcome to attend our open day events. 
 
What to expect if you join on-campus 

• Sit at our workstations for a taster session in each discipline (VFX, Game Art and 
Animation) to help you decide which course might be for you. 

• Use industry-standard software such as Maya and Unreal Engine. 
• Get taught by our expert tutors, as well as hear from our Studio Assistants and Student 

Ambassadors throughout the day. 
What to expect if you join online 

• Log in to a remote workstation and test-drive industry software Maya and Unreal 
Engine from home. 

• Join the classroom virtually and be taught by our expert tutors in VFX, Game Art and 
Animation. 

• Receive virtual support from our Studio Assistants. 
• Get your questions answered by an Applicant Advisor through a virtual Q&A. 

Please note to join online, you will need to have a stable internet connection and access to a 
laptop or PC. You cannot take part using only a telephone or tablet device. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pearsoncollegelondon.ac.uk/escape-studios/visit-us/events/undergraduate-taster-days.html?utm_source=unitasterdays&utm_medium=email
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/undergraduate-taster-day-tickets-429556453917
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/undergraduate-taster-day-tickets-429556453917

