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Happiness, success, community 

Happiness – Thank you 

As we draw to the close of such a long 

term, where we started in August, and it 

is now almost January, may I start by 

thanking you on behalf of everyone at St. 

Olave’s for the incredible work, care and 

support you have tirelessly poured into 

supporting all pupils here. There have 

been many twists and turns, ups and 

downs, and we are reminded that ‘life in 

all its fullness’ does not simply mean 

when everything is going well – but 

rather our flourishing can take place in 

the midst of the challenges. 

Happiness – Carol Services 

I have been fortunate to attend two outstanding 

Carol Services recently. On Sunday, I attended A 

Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas at The 

King’s Chapel of the Savoy and on Monday, I was 

part of the many parents, staff and students who 

attended the Christmas Communion in our 

Chapel. In both services, the choirs were amazing. 

One of many highlights was the Wakeham Choristers’ rendition of ‘O Holy Night’ at The Kings 

Chapel. The power of music should never be underestimated and the wall of sound they 

produced was incredibly uplifting. Well done to them as well as our Chapel Choir. Thank you 

to our Chaplain, Reverend Dr Julie Bowen for putting together our Christmas  Communion. 

 

 



Community – Festival 

Yesterday, we hosted our annual Festival in aid of charitable 

causes. This year students decided to raise money to support 

the chosen charities: ‘The Norrie Disease Foundation’ and 

‘Oxfam’. Festival was full of entertainment, enjoyment and 

teachers participating in ‘Would I Lie to You?’. Overall, along 

with Cabaret, it looks as though we shall have raised £6903.68 - a fantastic achievement! 

Individual form groups all ran stalls including ‘Wheel of Fortune’, ‘Ball Pong’ and ‘Tin Can 

Alley’; congratulations to 9J for raising an impressive £236. Oxfam have also given us two 

London Marathon places for staff to help support their excellent cause. More information 

about who will be running will be shared next term. 

Community – 2022 and 2021 Leavers 

In order to reach out to the Old Olavian community and provide support for leavers, 2022 and 

2021 Leavers joined us on Monday for cake, squash and an opportunity to meet each other 

again in school. Over 150 students turned up and it was wonderful to see familiar faces and 

hear about their tales and adventures.  



 

Community – Staff Farewell 

We say farewell today to Mrs Michelle Watkins in the Music Department who has been 

covering Mrs Attwood’s maternity leave. We thank her for all she has done for the 

Department and co-curricular music, and wish her the very best for the future. 

Success – Year 11 German Trip 

A group of Year 11 German students visited the 

Goethe Institut in Kensington recently for a 

showing of the film ‘Soul Kitchen’ by director 

Fatih Akin. The film is about a man called Zanos 

who struggles to balance his personal and 

professional life and is set in the German city of 

Hamburg. After the film, the students visited 

the Science Museum where they completed a 

German language quiz. The day was a fantastic chance for students to explore the German 

language in a different context and develop their skills in advance of their exams this year. 

Success – Student Achievements 

There have been a number of achievements, events and successes recently. Well done to all 

students. 

• Year 12 student, Akshay Lakshmanan achieved a Gold Medal in his LAMDA Speaking 

in Public Grade 8 and a Distinction in his Grade 8 Acoustic Guitar examination. 

• Year 8 student, William Brace, achieved a Distinction in his Grade 5 Drums 

examination. 

Wishing you and your families a restful Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees  
Headteacher 
 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves and Instagram page - saintolavesschool 

have many more stories of student endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news 

items and student successes either via colleagues or email. The email address is 

publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details along with a high-

resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the 

development of our school and enhance learning, and you are not already 

doing so, please scan the QR code. 
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