
Dear Parents/Carers, Students, Governors, Old Olavians                                                    3 February 2023 

Headteacher’s Newsletter 177 

 

Happiness, success, community 

Happiness – Wellbeing Week 

Thank you to everyone who helped and supported our 

Wellbeing Week. Presentations were given to Year 13 by 

Alice Palmer from the Charlie Waller Memorial Trust on 

depression. We were very excited to be able to have a racial 

inclusion workshop delivered by Elaine Pearson and Ronke 

Kokoruwe to Year 10.  Other year 

groups had a talk delivered by our 

school Wellbeing Practitioner, Naomi. 

Naomi also held an ‘Open House’ 

where parents were able to discuss 

any issues relating to wellbeing which 

is impacting their child. Form time and 

assemblies were also an opportunity to focus on wellbeing. My assembly this 

week was on resilience and unpacking the NASA quote: “Failure is not an 

option”. We looked at how students should not be preoccupied by the fear of 

failure and develop the resilience to cope wisely with adversity. 

Happiness – Year 11 Options Evening 

Thank you to all parents and students who joined us for the Year 11 Options Evening last night. We 

hope you found the evening informative and helpful. The evening starts a vast array of support and 

intervention for Year 11, including the Year 11 Interviews and Full Reports before GCSE examinations 

this summer. Thank you to all subject leaders for their talks, which we hope helped students make the 

right choices for A Level. 

Community – Visit of Gareth Bacon, MP for Orpington 

Thank you to MP, Gareth Bacon, for 

visiting the school last Friday to speak 

to Sixth Formers about how 

transferable his skills are to student 

leaders. He also met with three Year 10 

students to discuss how he can be 

involved with our upcoming Politics 

Awareness Week. Through gentle 

persuasion, Hugo, Ayush and Eythan were able to persuade Mr Bacon to visit us again in March. 

 



Community – Strike Action 

Thank you to all parents and students for their patience and understanding during the strike action 

which took place on Wednesday. Attendance at school and online was excellent. You may be aware 

that there is further strike action planned on: 

• Thursday 2 March 2023  

• Wednesday 15 March 2023 

• Thursday 16 March 2023 

The reason for the strike can be found by following this link. Assuming strike action takes place on 

these other dates, our normal programme is likely to be disrupted again. Further information will be 

shared about the impact of the strike on school opening in due course.  

Community – House Competition 

The leader board has not changed much since the last update. Harvard are still on top!    

 

Well done to those members of staff and pupils in Leeke for achieving most points in the Afro-

Caribbean House quiz and also to Year 7 and 8 students in Cure who qualified for and achieved most 

points in the first round of the Oxford University Computing Challenge.  

Community – Computer Science Society   

The Computer Science Society had a fantastic 

session this week with Year 12 student Joshua’s 

talk on Open-Source Intelligence (OSINT). Joshua 

showed students how frighteningly easy it is to 

obtain anyone’s personal information through 

simple searches on the internet, even guiding us 

through a careful sleuthing of a volunteer's 

household income and house address! Although 

the session was a very exciting experience for the 

many attendees, there is a cautionary tale to be 

made about the information you share online.  

https://neu.org.uk/pay/pay-campaign


Community – Parents’ Association – Uniform sale  

Thank you to Mrs Cattermole and members of 

the PA for raising £187 at the Uniform Sale last 

week. It was really encouraging to see so many 

of the students making the effort to come and 

buy things that they needed, and they were very 

polite and appreciative as ever. it never fails to 

amaze me how many items are unnamed and 

never find their way back to their owner. There were dozens of 

coats and dozens of water bottles that have accumulated in recent months. Good quality sticky name 

labels are available from Graduates, or from Stikins (code 21309), and I am sure a Sharpie could be 

used to write names on water bottles/coat labels? May I remind you to keep an eye out for the  

PA AGM, which will take place online later this term, and join us at that meeting. If you would like 

further information or would like to volunteer, please email, Zey Kagan, the Chair of PA: 

zey_kagan@hotmail.com or take a look at the PA section on the school website.  

Community – Staff Vacancies 

We are currently looking to recruit a Development 

Manager, Part-Time Digital Communications 

Specialist, a Caretaker (to include lettings) and a 

Foreign Language Assistant (Spanish). If you are 

interested in any of these roles, further details can 

be found on the school website by following this link 

or please contact the School Office to arrange an 

initial conversation on the position. Please do make 

your friends and family aware of these 

opportunities if they are interested in joining us. 

Success – Norman Trotman Cup 

Congratulations to Year 12 student, Anusha Selva-Radov, who won the Norman 

Trotman Cup, which is a competition open to players of Orchestral and Wind 

Band Instruments and Pianists who are 18 and under. Anusha won the 

competition with a magnificent performance on the piano.  

Success – Hans Woyda Competition 

Last week, our team, comprising Henry Etherington, Shaurya Mehta, Ben Joshua Yip and Joseph Fisher, 

beat Kings College School, Wimbledon in the first knock out round of the Hans Woyda cup 

competition, placing us in the quarter finals. The team showed resilience and camaraderie in a tough 

fixture as they continue to defend their title from last year.  

Success – Chess 

Our Chess B team played in the first round of the regional stage of the U19s National Schools 

tournament against King’s School Canterbury. St Olave’s B won with a score of 7½ - 4½.  They will now 

progress into round 2 of the regional stage in February. The A team received a bye for round 1. 

mailto:zey_kagan@hotmail.com
https://www.saintolaves.net/80/parents-association
https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies


Success – National French Debating Competition 

For the third consecutive year, the opportunity to take 

part in the first round of the ‘Joutes Oratoires’ at St 

Paul’s Girls School was seized by four of the Year 12 

students. Each of our two teams competed on these 

motions: 

• The increase of energy prices is a good thing   

• The right to organise international sports events 

should only be given to countries which respect human rights  

• Voting should be made compulsory 

Year 12 students, Elo Esalomi and Thomas Farmer won both their debates and Usri Iyer and Sophia 

Appleford won one of their debates. Regretfully, the number of points both teams scored did not 

allow them to qualify for the second round. This experience gave our students great reassurance about 

their level of spoken French and they can be hugely proud of themselves to have taken this challenge 

in their stride. 

Success – Student Achievements 

Well done to Year 11 student, Yash Ghanate, who achieved a Distinction in his Grade 8 LAMDA 

examination. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Andrew Rees  
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves and Instagram page - saintolavesschool have 

many more stories of student endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and 

student successes either via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. 

Do not forget to include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are 

willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of 

our school and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please scan the 

QR code. 

  

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
https://www.instagram.com/saintolavesschool/?hl=en
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net


 

 
Lunchtime Careers Talk 

 

On Tuesday 7 February Lars Becker, Senior Associate at Private Equity company Blackstone, 

will deliver our lunchtime Careers Talk via video link from Blackstone’s London Head Office. 

He will explain what Private Equity is and the process behind a Private Equity deal. All Olavians 

are invited to attend the talk which will take place in the Chapel at 1:05pm. Please arrive by 

1:00pm so that we can make a prompt start and make the most of Mr Becker’s time.   

 

Biography 

Lars Becker is a Senior Associate in Blackstone’s Private Equity Group, based in the London 

office. Since joining Blackstone in 2019, Mr Becker has been involved in the execution of 

Blackstone’s investments in Bourne Leisure, Desotec, Esdec and Leica. Before joining 

Blackstone, Mr Becker interned at J P Morgan, Credit Suisse, Roland Berger and Deutsche 

Bank.  

Mr Becker holds a Master of Arts in Accounting and Finance with a Major in Corporate Finance 

from the University of St Gallen and a Bachelor of Science with a Major in Banking & Finance 

from Frankfurt School of Finance and Management. 

Blackstone invests across industries in both established and growth-oriented 

businesses across the globe. For more information about Blackstone, please see the 

company website as follows: https://www.blackstone.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.blackstone.com/


Opportunities 

Aviation & Aerospace Virtual Work Experience (springpod.com) – 
suitable for 15 – 18-Year-Olds 
 
Experience overview 
*This programme is on-demand, so if you meet the eligibility criteria you can start right away. 

Few industries capture our imagination as much as aerospace and aviation - in careers relating 

to these areas, the sky is no longer the limit! Although we might have an understanding of 

some careers found within the industry, how much do you know about the breadth of 

opportunities available? With the aviation and aerospace industry, there are possibilities that 

will take you above and beyond, so long as you have the knowledge, skills, and passion to take 

you where you want to go. Springpod have joined forces with the Civil Aviation Authority, the 

UK’s aviation and aerospace regulator, to provide you with an inspiring programme that will 

help your dreams of a career in the industry soar! 

What is included? 

This programme will take a closer look at the role of the Civil Aviation Authority as a regulator 

of aerospace and aviation, providing you with an insight into how they promote innovation in 

the industry, and ensure that standards and safety is always adhered to! Throughout this 

programme, we will take you through the different areas and responsibilities of the Civil 

Aviation Authority, and you will have the chance to take part in interactive activities and 

quizzes, and speak to leading industry experts along the way! 

 

Unifrog has partnered with Exeter University to run an online 

conference for Year 12 students on Saturday 18 February, 13:00-

16:00 

 

This conference from the University of Exeter, 'Your Journey to Higher Education’, will help 

Year 12 students get a feel for applying for and studying at university. They'll learn how to 

choose a course, how to navigate the UCAS application process, and what student life is like. 

They'll also get the chance to ask the university's staff and students their questions directly. 

Year 12 students should log into their Unifrog Accounts to register and join the conference - 

Discover University Year 12 Virtual Conferences | University of Exeter (geckoform.com) 

 

National Apprenticeship Week is fast approaching (Monday 6 – Sunday 12 

February) and Laing O’Rourke international engineering and construction 

is holding the following event in Kent.  

Laing O’Rourke - Dartford Degree Apprenticeships & Apprenticeships In person Open 

Evening – Wednesday 8 February 2023 at 5:30pm – see flyer attached for more details.  

Early Talent Recruitment, Laing O'Rourke Services (Ltd), Bridge Place 1 & 2, Anchor 

Boulevard, Admirals Park, Crossways, Dartford, Kent, DA2 6SN www.laingorourke.com 

https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/aviation-aerospace-virtual-work-experience
https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/modern/21FO00k0rfkkfn007z5gj7gc6n
http://www.laingorourke.com/


 

 


