
 

3 March 2023 

Dear Parents/Carers, Students, Governors, Old Olavians                                                       

Headteacher’s Newsletter 180 

Happiness, success, community 

Community – Wakeham Choristers 

I would like to start this week by highlighting a wonderful 

opportunity for any child in Year 5 who may currently be 

in a choir or is an accomplished singer. Applications to 

become one of our Wakeham Choristers are now open 

and close on Monday 27 March. Applications are invited 

from boys who have a keen interest in choral singing and 

whose tenth birthday falls within the academic year of the 

Tests. The choristers, who sing weekly at The King’s 

Chapel of the Savoy, will also be singing in front of The King and The Queen Consort at the Royal 

Victorian Order Service on 21 March 2023 at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor just weeks before the 

coronation. The choristers also took part in the Queen’s Jubilee last year. Over the last 70 years, 

trebles in the Choir have been drawn exclusively from St. Olave’s and in recent times have been known 

as Wakeham Choristers in recognition of the 49 years of association that the late Michael Wakeham 

had with the Choir. Full details about the application process are available via our website by following 

this link. 

Community - URGENT DEC APPEAL: Turkey and Syria Earthquake 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our 

appeal to help the earthquake survivors in Turkey 

and Syria. We raised the wonderful sum of £1624! 

Our donation and generosity will help Oxfam get 

life-saving supplies to earthquake survivors. If you 

still have not contributed for your child to wear 

non-uniform, we ask that you donate £2 via sQuid 

by Monday 6 March. Please look for the following purse in your sQuid accounts: URGENT DEC APPEAL: 

Turkey and Syria Earthquake.. There is the option of donating more than once. Your kindness, 

generosity and money will be appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/31/choristerships


Community – Staff Vacancies 

We are currently looking to recruit a Teacher of 

Physics, Teacher of Mathematics and a 

Development Manager. If you are interested in any 

of these roles, further details can be found on the 

school website by following this link or please 

contact the School Office to arrange an initial 

conversation on the position. Please do make your 

friends and family aware of these opportunities if 

they are interested in joining us. 

Community – School Production of ‘The Visit’ 

A reminder that you are invited to join us for our school production of 

Fredrick Durenmatt’s play, ‘The Visit’. There will be two performances. The 

first will be on Thursday 9 March at the earlier start time of 4.00 pm, and 

the second will be on Friday 10 March starting at 6.30 pm. We hope you 

will be able to join us for one of these and support Drama at St. Olave’s. 

Community – House System 

An update to the ongoing House Competition. Harvard keeps 1st place, followed by Leeke, Cure and 

Bingham.  

 

• Well done Cure for the most Year 7 merits, Year 9 House points and Year 13 Commendations.  

• Well done Harvard for the most KS4 House points, Year 9 and Year 10 Commendations, and 

Year 11 House points.  

• Well done Leeke for the most Year 8 Merits, Year 10 House points, Year 11 and Year 12 

Commendations.  

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies


 

Community – Fives 

Our Fives team enjoyed a wonderful collaboration with 

Cambridge University Fives Club recently: “Olavian Day at 

Cambridge”, which was set up by Old Olavians, Jessye Tu and Tom 

Xu! A combined force of school and Old Olavian players, joined by 

Olavians at Cambridge, enjoyed a tour to central Cambridge, lunch 

and a whole afternoon of matches together. The beautiful 

Cambridge courts were built recently on the 

first floor of an award-winning sports centre 

building. The School beat the University 2-1, as did the Old Olavians. We were 

joined by numerous Olavians who came to support and say hello! We shall aim 

to repeat this day in Cambridge each year, and introduce a similar one before 

Christmas at Oxford University. Old Olavian and former School Captain, Kosi 

Nwuba, also trained with the School’s squad this week. Kosi drove down straight 

from football training in Cambridge for our evening practice in preparation for 

the upcoming Fives Varsity Match.  

Our Under 12 squad put in a fantastic performance at the national 

qualifiers, held at Eton College recently. We arrived with the 

largest squad of 14 pairs, and demonstrated superb strength in 

depth. Our first pair of Darsh Prakash and Aarav Gupta reached 

the final without dropping a set. The team managed to get 

permission to visit the original court, which is a section of the 

College Chapel; which put the strange architectural features of the 

court into clear perspective for the pupils. The whole group 

travelled wonderfully well and were glowing ambassadors for the School, both on and off the court! 

They even survived a one-hour delay with the trains due to a points failure; with terrific patience and 

understanding!   Thank you to Mr Wiseman and Ms Redmond for all they do to support Fives within 

the school.    

Community – Strike Action 

Thank you to all parents and students for your patience and understanding during the strike action, 

which took place yesterday. Attendance online was excellent. You may be aware that there is further 

strike action planned on: 

• Wednesday 15 March 2023 

• Thursday 16 March 2023 

The reason for the strike can be found by following this link. Assuming strike action takes place on 

these other dates, our normal programme is likely to be disrupted again. Further information will be 

shared about the impact of the strike on school opening in due course.  

https://neu.org.uk/pay/pay-campaign


Happiness – Higher Education Evening 

On Thursday 23 March, we held 

our annual Higher Education 

Evening for Year 12 organised 

by our Careers Lead, Ms Molloy. 

The aim of the evening is to 

start students thinking about 

what they will do when they 

leave school and to inform them 

of how university works and 

how they make applications.  

Year 12 heard talks from 

Katherine Pagett from the University of Birmingham, from Naomi Ashley-Thorne, our Wellbeing 

Practitioner and from Mr Birtchnell. They also benefitted from the experience of School Captain, 

Rohan Selva-Radov, who shared his insights into writing a personal statement and from Old Olavian, 

Joseph Barradell, who is currently undertaking a degree apprenticeship with Dyson. We hope the 

packed audience found the evening useful and look forward to hosting further events this month on 

Oxbridge and applying for Medicine. 

Happiness – World Book Day 

To celebrate World Book Day, please follow this link to hear Year 7 student, Samiksh, talk about his 

recently published debut novel ‘The Mystery Mansion – Forbidden Archives’. In his interview, he talks 

about his influences and inspirations, his love of books, what he likes to read and his aspirations for 

future books and how he got the book published. Thank you to our Librarian, Mrs Martine, Ashvin 

Aravindan and Noah Wilkins for putting this video together and for promoting World Book Day around 

the school. 

Happiness – Camp Beaumont 

The School is looking forward to our new and exciting partnership with Camp 

Beaumont and using our facilities to deliver confidence-building adventures for 

3 – 11 years old throughout the school holidays. Camp Beaumont are offering 

a 10% discount for the parents who sign their child up to take part. Further 

details can be found on their website by following this link or by scanning this 

QR code.  

Success – First XI Football 

Congratulations to the First XI who after a 0-0 draw away to Charles Darwin are unbeaten in the last 

14 games. This puts them top of the league with four games remaining. Thank you to Mr Davies for 

his hard work coaching and managing the team. 

https://stolavesgrammarschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/noah_wilkins_saintolaves_net/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fnoah%5Fwilkins%5Fsaintolaves%5Fnet%2FDocuments%2FVID%5F20230228%5F131256%2Emp4&wdLOR=c9D7E2263%2D85FB%2D4DCB%2DB132%2DB398FAB5D03E&ct=1677751256112&or=Outlook-Body&cid=B71E6145-E7F6-4878-A362-5F3CAA78C6D2&ga=1
https://www.campbeaumont.co.uk/


 

Success – Debating Update 

On Saturday 25 February, four Sixth Formers took part in the 

Cambridge Union’s Schools competition regional round, held 

at Ibstock Place in Roehampton. Two teams (Joseph Davies 

and Joshua Peek, Year 13, and Micah Sedghi and Suzanna 

Wade, Year 12) acquitted themselves brilliantly in a very 

intense competition, with four debates across a fairly 

relentless day. After the draw and motions are revealed, 

students are given only 15 minutes to compose their 

arguments, and then it is into the thick of it in 40 minute debates featuring four teams. Topics on 

Saturday included issues in economic development, education policy, and ‘Rainbow capitalism’. 

Students are judged on the basis of their speeches, responses to other team’s arguments and the 

impact of their interventions, or “Points of Information”, to others’ speeches. The St. Olave’s teams 

were given a range of rankings in their debates, but both managed to pick up a first and a second 

place. This left them both in a middle of the pack position; unfortunately neither team made it to the 

national finals, the top places going to some of the top independent schools with long histories of 

debating success. However, whilst progression was on the basis of teams’ placings in debates, students 

were also judged on an individual basis, and here Joseph was judged to have gained the 5th most points 

on the day, and Joshua the 10th, making them one of the top five pairings on the day; another day, 

another draw, and they may well have gone through. 

This was the last event in this season’s competitions. Just before half term, Rohan Selva-Radov, Esther 

O’Neill, Meriel Mossman and Benjamin Sharp competed in the Oxford Union’s competition, also doing 

the school proud but failing to progress. And earlier in the year, a team of Willieam Lawson, Elo-

Oghene Esalomi and Max Acton won their first-round heat of the English Speaking Union’s 

Competition. In a different format from the university contests, a team of three competes in one 

debate in an event featuring six teams and three debates; a judge decides which were the best two 

teams on the day. William, Elo and Max did really well to win their first round, and must have been 

very, very close to going through in the second round. 

 

 



 

 

A huge well done to all debaters who have represented the school this year, and many thanks to the 

Year 13s, especially society president Rohan, who have organised debating over the past year. We 

look forward to the Year 12s taking over the reins and hopefully achieving more success in next year’s 

competitions. 

Success – UK Linguistics Olympiads 

36 students from Years 12 and 13 took part in Round 1 of the UK Linguistics 

Olympiads earlier last month. The organisers had a record entry this year of 1686 

candidates, and the thresholds for Gold, Silver and Bronze were 60, 45 and 31.7% - 

a lot lower than last year, reflecting the (unexpected and unintentional) greater 

difficulty of this year’s exam. 

We are incredibly impressed therefore and wish to congratulate whole-heartedly 

the following students for achieving these certificates: 

Nathan Choy  Y13 Gold 

Emily Davies  Y12 Gold 

James Carrick-Lawson  Y12 Silver 

Olivia Saunders  Y12 Silver 

Anton Lewis  Y12 Silver 

Ben Joshua-Yip  Y12 Silver 

Henry Cattermole  Y12 Silver 

Elo Esalomi  Y12 Silver 

Esther O'Neill  Y13 Silver 

Debangshu Saha  Y12 Bronze 

 

The students who won a Gold award in the Advanced competition will be invited to enter the  

Round 2 competition. Many congratulations to all who took part and fought their way through the 

paper with exemplary determination.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Success – Student Achievements  

Congratulations to Year 8 student, Debaditya Chatterjee, who achieved a Distinction in his Grade 3 

Drum examination and a Merit in his Grade 4 Singing examination. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees  
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves and Instagram page - saintolavesschool have 

many more stories of student endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and 

student successes either via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. 

Do not forget to include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are 

willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of 

our school and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please scan the 

QR code. 

  

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
https://www.instagram.com/saintolavesschool/?hl=en
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net


 

Careers News 

 

Careers Tuesdays 

To celebrate National Careers Week, on Tuesday 7 March we welcome the Reverend Justin White, 

Engineer turned priest to speak to students about his varied and exciting career. The careers talk will 

cover transferable skills required for many careers including Engineering and Management 

Consultancy. All Olavians are invited to attend the seminar which will be held in the Chapel at 1pm. 

 

 

 

Reverend Justin White’s biography  

The Reverend Justin White began his adult life building bridges, but now prays that they won’t fall 

down. Justin has had an eclectic career which began as an Oxford Engineering graduate specialising in 

mechanical and aeronautical engineering. Disillusioned with the prospects for making a career in 

engineering in the U.K., he flirted with the Foreign Office and the world of espionage before ending 

up in Management Consultancy. This turned out to be an excellent career for those who want to 

experience and work with a wide range of companies without having to work for them. But he has 

some cautionary tales about the demands that the consultancy world makes of its young recruits. 

Consulting for a global tobacco company, with its dubious international practices, precipitated a 

radical change of direction - just in time before Justin got locked in to servicing the lifestyle of a well-

paid London executive. Justin became a priest! Rural ministry in Wiltshire was a long way from the 

bright lights of the City. Since ordination, he has discovered the joy of teaching - Physics, Maths, 

Theology, and Philosophy. The privilege of sharing all these subjects with young enquiring minds is a 

career and a vocation he never imagined when he started out. Renaissance man … or man who can’t 

work out what to do with his life? Probably the latter - but there’s nothing wrong with that.  

 

St. Olave’s is a member of Woodard Schools. Reverend Justin White is also Senior Provost of Woodard 

Schools 

 

 

 

 



Opportunities  

 

 

Please see the following information re an online Get into medicine conference on Sunday 5 March 

(10am - 3pm) for aspiring doctors in Years 10-12. 

Students can sign up using the link below.  

Registration link: https://medicmentor.co.uk/medicine-national-healthcare-weekend/  

The following will be covered: 

- Tactically choosing universities  

- Personal statements  

- UCAT and BMAT 

- Medical school interview skills  

- Medical Leadership Programmes 

- Awards Programmes  

- Extracurricular activities  

- Work experience  

- Building a CV  

- Applying for scholarships  

Applying to medical and dental school is best done with support from both parents and teachers, so 

all parents are invited too! Having a strong grasp of the UCAS application process is as crucial to getting 

into university as getting excellent grades, and we’re here to help your students get there. Thank you 

for helping so many young people realise their dreams of becoming doctors or dentists.  

Get into Medicine registration form: https://medicmentor.co.uk/medicine-national-healthcare-

weekend/ 

 

International Women's Day Event with 10 global employers at VUE Cinema, London Leicester 

Square on Thursday 9 March, 5pm - 8pm 

Booking Link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/P8DD9S9 and more information about the event from Young 

Professionals the organisers  

“We have a fantastic line-up of companies attending, with Global Bank UBS, one of the biggest 

insurance companies in the world Willis Towers Watson, Global Technology Giants BT Gorp, World 

Wide Technology and Capgemini, FTSE 100 Property Developer Berkeley Group, British Airways and 

more huge names still yet to be announced! We are so excited to share our fully packed agenda with 

you - it will give you an incredible opportunity to get some invaluable work experience and something 

fantastic to put on your CV.  

 

 

https://medicmentor.co.uk/medicine-national-healthcare-weekend/
https://medicmentor.co.uk/medicine-national-healthcare-weekend/
https://medicmentor.co.uk/medicine-national-healthcare-weekend/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/P8DD9S9


You'll have the chance to network with senior female industry professionals and find out more about 

their roles and experiences. There will also be inspiring talks and workshops from leading women in 

the Business, Tech, and Legal industry. Plus, you can even win some fantastic prizes (like laptops, and 

vouchers) just by attending! Come along and take part in this amazing work experience event!  

Please do book now if you are interested in securing a space – places will be given out on a first come 

first serve basis. 

Booking Link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/P8DD9S9 

 

On Saturday 18 March RIBA are running a free ‘Opening Up Architecture’ event for 15 to 19-year-olds. 

The afternoon will be packed full of engaging lectures and practical activities led by professional 

architects and artists aimed at helping young people to learn more about the built environment and 

how it impacts the natural environment, academic and career opportunities within architecture and 

design processes used within architecture.  

Please also find attached a poster advertising some free architecture taster sessions that are being 

delivered with RIBA with the University of Westminster, students can attend these workshops 

independently. E-mail Sophie.Draper@riba.org if you are a student aged 15 and above and would like 

to attend the promoted events. 

 

TV and Film Work Experience (springpod.com) 

For pupils aged 13 plus 

Further information from Springpod: 

“This programme is on-demand, so you can start right away!” 

Sounds pretty glitzy right? When you think of TV and film, what comes to mind - red carpets and 

awards? We're going to pull back the curtain and discover what a career in TV and film really looks 

like, from popular film theory to what happens in post production, you'll get a backstage pass. 

What’s included? This programme has it all, you'll get the chance to direct a short film, take part in 

quizzes that put your knowledge to the test and hear from industry professionals, like film critics and 

heads of production. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/P8DD9S9
mailto:Sophie.Draper@riba.org
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/tv-film-work-experience


 

 



 



 

 

 

 


