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Happiness, success, community 

Happiness – Camp Beaumont 

The School is looking forward to our new and exciting 

partnership with Camp Beaumont and using our 

facilities to deliver confidence-building adventures for        

3 – 11 years old throughout the school holidays. Camp 

Beaumont are offering a 10% 

discount for the parents who sign 

their child up to take part. 

Further details can be found on their website by following this link or by 

scanning this QR code. Please do look at their website and sign your child up if 

you are interested in joining us in the Easter holiday!  

Happiness – School Production of ‘The Visit’ 

It was a great pleasure to watch the cast of students in our school production of Fredrick Durenmatt’s 

play, ‘The Visit’. Claire Zachanassian, played brilliantly by Year 12 student, Pelumi, is a woman who is 

on her eighth husband and now owns half the world but has returned to her backwater hometown, 

Gullen, in Central Europe, to avenge her cruel, impoverished childhood. Claire offers her desperate, 

starving former neighbours a billion dollars in exchange for the life of the grocer Anton Schill, played 

outstandingly by Year 12 student, Chinedu, who seduced and abandoned her 38 years earlier. Well 

done to the brilliant cast and also to Ms Wilkie for bringing the production together. 

 

https://www.campbeaumont.co.uk/


Happiness – Onatti French Play 

The show: ‘La maison hantée’ created an opportunity for students in 

Years 8, 9 and 10 to hear French for 45 minutes in a very different 

way from what can be done in the classroom. The plot revolves 

around two young hikers who find shelter from the rain in an old 

house in the woods. The house is sinister and when a policeman 

arrives, he tells them to stay in the house and lock the doors because 

there is an escaped prisoner on the run in the area. The two friends 

try to stay calm but become increasingly uneasy when strange things 

start to happen. The students were presented with an extract, prior 

to attending this play as well as Quizlet exercises to familiarise 

themselves with unusual vocabulary. The actors made it very interactive and asked students to come 

on stage and respond to their cues. Year 9 student, Om, deserves a special mention for his 

performance.  

Happiness – Music Concert – Save the Date! 

The Music Department’s Spring Concert will take place on 

Wednesday 22 March at 6:00 pm in the Great Hall. This concert 

will feature the Symphony Orchestra, Chamber Orchestra, Jazz 

Band, Chamber Choir and Symphonic Wind Band, plus some 

soloists. This is the culmination of much hard work over the term 

and another opportunity to celebrate the many talents of our 

students in the Arts, after last week’s play and Cultural Evening 

earlier in the term. Tickets are available and should be purchased 

in advance using our online payment system (sQuid).  Should you experience any problems in 

connection with the online system, please do not hesitate to contact the Finance Department by email 

finance@saintolaves.net and they will assist with your query. 

Happiness – Library Update 



Community – Staff Vacancies 

We are currently looking to recruit a Head of 

German, a Teacher of Physics, a Teacher of 

Mathematics, a Sports Coach and Cover Supervisor, 

a Development Manager and a Midday Supervisor. 

If you are interested in any of these roles, further 

details can be found on the school website by 

following this link or please contact the School 

Office to arrange an initial conversation on the 

position. Please do make your friends and family 

aware of these opportunities if they are interested 

in joining us. 

Community – Strike Action 

Thank you to all parents and students for their patience and understanding during the strike action, 

which took place this week. Attendance online was excellent. The reason for the strike can be found 

by following this link.  

Community – Cultural Evening 

Cultural Evening, held on Friday 3 March, was an amazing night filled with spectacular student 

performances, a delicious buffet and beautiful traditional dress. The evening was a wonderful 

opportunity for students and their families to share their culture through singing, dancing and spoken 

word. The event raised roughly £2200 for Save an Orphan, a UK registered humanitarian aid charity 

dedicated to improving the lives of orphaned children, widowed families throughout the Middle East, 

Asia and Africa. A massive thank you to the Cultural Evening Committee for organising such an amazing 

event, and to all the lovely parents and carers who donated food in support. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies
https://neu.org.uk/pay/pay-campaign


Community – Taster Morning 

It was wonderful to meet all our new Year 7 students and their parents last Saturday for our Taster 

Morning. This was an opportunity for our newest Olavians to get a feel for what life is like at school. 

Thank you to all the staff for putting this event together and we hope parents and pupils found the 

morning useful. 

 

 

Community – International Women's Day 

On Wednesday, Habibah Choudhry was lucky enough to be among the few 

female Officer Cadets invited to attend an International Women's Day event at 

the London Fire Brigade Headquarters, Union Street. The day was incredible, with 

Gina Martin, political gender activist whose campaign criminalised upskirting in 

England, talking about deep-rooted systemic misogyny, Andy Roe, Commissioner 

of the LFB, listening to female firefighters' concerns within the Brigade and steps 

to be taken for improving this, and a light-hearted sketch to end the day by 

critically acclaimed comedian, Esther Manito. It was truly insightful to hear so 

many different perspectives and stories from the women who work to protect us yet receive little 

recognition for it.  

Community – House System 

An update to the ongoing House Competition. Harvard remain in 1st place, followed by Leeke, Cure 

and Bingham.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

• Well done Harvard for the highest participation and for achieving most points in the last 

House quiz designed by Physics Society.  

• Well done Harvard also for winning the Year 12/Year 13 Interhouse Debating competition.  

Community – Visitors from Integrierte Gesamtschule Wilhelmshaven 

On Thursday 9 March, 29 students 

and 3 teachers from the Integrierte 

Gesamtschule Wilhelmshaven joined 

us for the day. The school is our 

partner school and is located in the 

north German city of Wilhelmshaven. 

The students started their visit with a 

session on the history of the school 

and then a quiz about the UK. They 

then joined students of German in 

Years 9 and 10 for lessons. The 

visitors were excited to be able to use 

their English in a school context. 

Students then had lunch in the school 

canteen before leaving to spend the 

afternoon in London. Many thanks to 

the Year 9 and 10 students for looking 

after our visitors and for the teachers 

who hosted them in their lessons.  

 



Community – Political Awareness Week 

Next week, we have our first ever Political Awareness Week. 

It is one of the newest events at St. Olave’s, with the intention 

to highlight the importance of politics in our democracy and 

bringing awareness to the forefront of all students’ minds. 

Throughout the week, there will be talks from external 

speakers, a mock House of Commons debate, and interviews 

along with the launch of an article contest that will contribute 

to the Politics Journal. We will be hearing the advice of the MP for Orpington, Mr Gareth Bacon, on 

leadership and politics within Orpington, and General Secretary of the Labour Party and former 

Olavian, Mr David Evans. Mr David Tuck, an academic and writer, and Professor Pippa Catterall, a 

politics and history professor at Westminster University, will explore inclusivity and diversity within 

politics, and the importance of politics in modern society. The Political Awareness Week team (Aayush, 

Eythan and Hugo) look forward to seeing all students get involved in these activities. 

Community – TFL STAR Students 

Miss Benham and the TfL STAR Students would like to ask all 

parents and carers to take two minutes of their time to complete 

the travel survey (https://forms.office.com/e/f4aq9MjFPg) The 

students need more data to come up with an action plan as part 

of the TfL scheme to improve sustainable student travel to and 

from school. Thank you for your help in advance. 

Success – UK Space Design Competition 

This year’s UK Space Design 

Competition Team won the UK 

Space Design National Final 

(again!) last weekend. The team 

worked incredibly hard both in 

preparation as well as all weekend 

– starting early Saturday morning, 

working on their proposal 

throughout the day (and night) to 

submit their presentation on 

Sunday morning. The team 

presented to the judges and other teams on Sunday and answered a series of tough questions. The 

students involved in the competition were Guneeka Chitkara, Frank Gubars, Esther O'Neill, Ilinca 

Albota, Naman Malhotra, Isabella Fisher, Aashman Kumar, Avdesh Dagar, Max Dawkins, Maia Guo and 

Pelumi Onibuje. Well done to all involved. 

Success – Physics Olympiad Round 2 

Year 13 students, Moosa Saghir and Joseph Fisher, have just received news that they were awarded 

Gold in the Physics Olympiad Round 2.  Access to this round of the competition was only available to 

the top achieving students from Round 1, and Gold was only awarded to the top 20%, just 24 students 

from across the country. Well done to both students – this is a brilliant achievement. 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/f4aq9MjFPg


Success – Poetry Competition 

We are delighted to announce the winners of our recent poetry competition.  Sponsored by Mrs 

Sezgin Kemal to commemorate the installation of the new Master of the Loriners Livery Company in 

the City of London this year, the students were asked to write a poem inspired by the prompt ‘horse’. 

The students’ poems were ambitious and wide ranging in their focus and style and Mrs Kemal 

thoroughly enjoyed reading and judging them for us. A huge thank you to Mrs Kemal for her time and 

generosity in sponsoring the Amazon vouchers that will be finding their way to these worthy winners.  

• Year 7: Gavin Dimarucut War Heroes 

• Year 8: Vion Puvaneswaren The Prince of Freedom 

• Year 9: Aditya Potteti Nimble as a Horse and Christopher Mann Horse - Celebrating JLomu 

• Year 10: Remy Tanna The Sea Horses, Kyle Firth Lift Off, Pavlo Kotenko Trojan Horse 

A big thank you to Habibah Choudhury for being our Poet Laureate, and for her powerful 

performances during her time in the role. It is now time to switch to a new Poet Laureate. This year 

we have two exciting poets that will share the role, so congratulations to Micah Sedghi and Usri Iyer. 

We look forward to your poems this year! 

Success – British Schools Modern Biathlon Championships 

Over 1500 competitors aged from Year 3 to Year 13, as well as their teachers, 

were invited to enter Pentathlon GB’s flagship event on Saturday 11 and Sunday 

12 March 2023 at the Abbey Stadium, Redditch. Year 12 student, Raphael, 

performed brilliantly representing St. Olave’s and secured a Silver medal in the 

Year 12/13 category.  

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees  
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves, Instagram page - saintolavesschool and Facebook 

page - Saint Olave's Grammar School | Facebook have many more stories of student endeavour and 

success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or email. 

The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details along with 

a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school 

website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of 

our school and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please scan the 

QR code. 

  

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
https://www.instagram.com/saintolavesschool/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/saintolaves
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net


 

Careers News 

Careers Tuesdays 

 

On Tuesday 21 March St. Olave’s welcomes back Old Olavian David Evans, General Secretary 

of The Labour Party. Mr Evans holds a degree in Politics from York University. He will deliver 

a talk about a Career in Politics. His lecture is one of the highlights of Political Awareness 

Week, which takes place in the School comprising numerous political events from 20 - 24 

March. During the seminar, Mr Evans will talk to St. Olaves’ pupils about his career in politics 

and he will offer advice to young people who are interested in the field of politics. Following 

the seminar which takes place in the Chapel at 1:00pm, the founders of Junior Politics Society 

Ayush, Eythan and Hugo will conduct an interview with Mr Evans. All Olavians are invited to 

attend Mr Evans’ talk which we anticipate will be one of most popular talks of the year.  

 

 

More about David Evans:  

Prior to his appointment as the Labour Party’s General Secretary in May 2020, David was the 

founder and Director of the Campaign Company – a research consultancy specialising in 

behavioural insight for national and local government, health trusts and charities. David is a 

lifelong supporter of Chester FC. From 2010 - 2015 he was an elected Director of the club 

after it reformed as a supporter owned co-operative. He is now a Trustee of its charitable 

arm, Chester FC Community Trust. David lives in Beckenham with wife, Aline and two French 

Bulldogs, Basil and Maisie, where he also grows chillies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Opportunities 

 

Register for a free virtual Get into Medicine conference on 

Sunday 26 March (2:30pm - 7:30pm) or Sunday 1 April     

(2:30 - 7:30pm).  More details and links to register as follows:  

This is a unique opportunity for students to get ahead and make their applications to medical 

school stand out from other candidates. No previous experience is necessary.  

All aspiring doctors in Years 10-12 are invited to sign up here: Registration link: 

https://medicmentor.co.uk/medicine-national-healthcare-weekend/  

 

For aspiring dentists, Dr Fiona and Dr Siva will be leading the next free virtual Get into 

Dentistry conference on Saturday 25 March (9:30am – 1:00pm).  All aspiring dentists in  

Years 10-12 are invited to register here: https://medicmentor.co.uk/online-get-into-

dentistry-conference/  

 

With bespoke advice for medicine and dentistry, these conferences will cover: 

• Tactically choosing universities 

• Personal statements  

• UCAT and BMAT 

• Medical school interview skills  

• Medical Leadership Programmes  

• Awards Programmes 

• Extracurricular activities 

• Work experience 

• Building a CV 

• Applying for scholarships  

 

 

 

 

 

https://medicmentor.co.uk/medicine-national-healthcare-weekend/
https://medicmentor.co.uk/online-get-into-dentistry-conference/
https://medicmentor.co.uk/online-get-into-dentistry-conference/


 

Lucy Cavendish College Summer Preparation Programme 

2023 | Lucy Cavendish (cam.ac.uk) 

Information about this programme is as follows:  

This programme will build key skills and substantive knowledge to help high-achieving  

Year 11 students make the strongest possible start to their Year 12 studies. This is the first 

‘mini-programme’ contained within our flagship Academic Attainment Programme, with 

participants progressing onto a 12-month programme of academic and university application 

support, designed to help them reach their full potential.  

The Lucy Cavendish College Summer Preparation Programme 2023 is designed to bridge the 

gap between GCSE (National 5/equivalent) study to A-Levels (IB/Scottish Highers and 

Advanced Highers/equivalent) by providing students with a month-long programme of 

academic enrichment tailored to their stage of the curriculum. The programme will consist of 

study skills workshops on a range of important themes such as time management and essay 

writing, university readiness sessions to support students as they plan their next steps to top 

Universities like Cambridge, and substantive knowledge sessions, designed to supplement 

students' foundational academic knowledge so that they can hit the ground running when 

they start their A-Levels (IB/Scottish Highers and Advanced Highers/equivalent).  

The programme will take place entirely online and will run over the summer holidays for four 

weeks, from 24 July to 18 August 2023. The programme is open to high-achieving students in 

Year 11 (S4 - Scotland, Y12 - N.I.) currently attending a non-fee-paying school in the UK. 

Find out more and apply by 16 June here.  

 

Extended deadline for the Target Oxbridge Year 10 programme and Target Bath programme  

The universities have reopened applications to allow any students who missed out to submit 

a late application. The new deadline is Sunday 26 March, 23:59. Please be assured this will 

not disadvantage any students who did submit on time. If you have any students who may be 

interested in either programme, please encourage them to apply. Attached are updated pdf 

flyers for circulation.  

Target Oxbridge Year 10: https://targetoxbridge.co.uk/year-10.html  
Target Bath (Year 12): https://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/target-bath/  
 

Please note that the Target Bath application form will remain open for late applications 

throughout the year, but for the chance to attend the residential visits students must submit 

before the 26 March. 

https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/summer-preparation-programme
https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/summer-preparation-programme
https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/summer-preparation-programme
https://targetoxbridge.co.uk/year-10.html
https://www.bath.ac.uk/campaigns/target-bath/


 

Oxford Classics Creative Writing Competition 

 

The Oxford Faculty of Classics are delighted to 

announce their Classics Creative Writing Prize for 

UK students aged between 11 and 18. The first 

prize is £100 and there are other prizes too! The 

aim of the competition is to inspire a creative 

response to images from the Manar al-Athar 

Photo Archive and to encourage curiosity in and 

reflection on the ancient world. 

 

All applicants have to do is choose a picture from the photo archive and use that as inspiration 

to write one of the following: 

• Poem 

• Short Story 

• Play 

• Monologue 

• Comic/Graphic Novel 

• Creative Description 

 

All entries must be under 1000 words. 

Deadline: Sunday 21 May 2023 

Full information and how to enter here:  

https://clasoutreach.web.ox.ac.uk/creativewriting-2023  

 

https://clasoutreach.web.ox.ac.uk/creativewriting-2023


 



 

 

 


