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The school has pursued an outstanding environment 
that supports pupils’ wellbeing, and this has been 
driven by the Pastoral Team, Heads of Year and 
Form Tutors, and students will be supported even 
further this year through our new Wellbeing 
Centre. Our Wellbeing Week back in the spring 
focussed on students’ understanding of worry and 
how to stay healthy. Students also engaged in World 
Mental Health Day and put together another 
edition of ‘INSIGHT’, the Wellbeing Journal, 
which contained writing and research, which goes 
far beyond the curriculum in a measured and 
thoughtful way.

It is important for all schools, but not least St Olave’s, 
to make it possible for our young people to truly 
flourish, not only in our school but outside in our 
communities.  The ‘Olavian’ magazine provides a key 
historic record of everything the students and staff 
have accomplished throughout these extraordinary 
times, and the values the school stands for give me 
strong assurances that these successes will continue.

From the Headteacher

All the events, activities and achievements 
mentioned in this year’s ‘Olavian’ magazine are 
even more impressive as many of them took place 
when the school was temporarily closed due to 
the Pandemic. These articles reflect the hard work, 
talent and determination of our students alongside 
the constant support of parents, governors and by 
no means least a committed and dedicated staff. I 
want to thank the school community for all you did 
and continue to do through these challenging times. 
It is quite remarkable to think of the resilience and 
energy that has been demanded of everyone, how 
quickly the community needed to adapt, and the 
work that has been done to make things as positive 
as possible. 

I am proud the school continues to cherish diversity 
and inclusion, and recognises that, as a community, 
we are inherently better and richer in our differences. 
This school year has provided many examples of 
how we celebrate learning together, whether it is 
through Black History Month, or the Auschwitz 
project, Cultural Evening or when one of our Sixth 
Form students was shortlisted for the ‘Just Like 
Us’ Award. We endeavour to hold our doors open 
to people of all backgrounds and traditions as it is 
vital that we continue to unlock in a wide variety of 
disciplines, not simply those that are measured. 

Andrew Rees
       Headteacher 
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Editorial
For myself, though indulging more in Ovid than Covid 
and in prevention rather than declension, the editing of 
the school magazine has been an exercise in distance 
learning and zooming. From my youth ‘zooming’ meant 
driving more speedily that strictly judicious but the new 
experience of talking to someone over the net about 
lay-out and ‘Indesign’ has been a novel experience much 
assisted by the technically brilliant Arunabh Bagchi 
without whose abilities in desktop publication I would 
have been left wholly adrift.

 

 David Craig
  Editor

Editor - The Olavian

David Craig, Esq.
St. Olave’s & St. Saviour’s Grammar School,
Goddington Lane,
Orpington,
Kent BR6 9SH

dcraig@saintolaves.net

Editor - The Old Olavian

John M Brown, Esq.
60 The Lawns,
Rolleston-on-Dove,
Burton-on-Trent,
Staffordshire DE13 9DB

 johnmbrown60@gmail.com

The magazine this year will take on a different 
appearance. The horrible situation which we have 

faced both here and throughout the world has forced 
adaptation. Not surprisingly there will be no reports 
on the large annual school trips that take place in the 
summer term, so there will be no narratives from the 
front line of the Somme, or reflections from Delphi 
for example. However, there will be a great deal more 
evidence of the work that the pupils have done over the 
course of the year and as ever they reveal a vast range of 
talent. In all Faculties there is a great deal to celebrate 
and enjoy. The school will have risen superbly to the 
challenge of creating and rewarding, at times difficult, at 
other times amusing, material for the pupils during the 
lockdown. The staff have certainly been supported by the 
parents in their endeavours and the success of the pupils 
have been a team effort.
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H. McAleer, M.A., M.Eng.
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Oxford
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Canterbury Christ Church University

R. Maxwell, B.A., University of Manchester

Dr A. Sidhu, B.Sc., UCL, M.Sc. University of 
Exeter, Ph. D. University of Warwick
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University
S.K. Wilcox, B.A., Goldsmiths’ College, London 
University
Dr. J. Bradley, B.Sc., Ph.D. King’s College & Royal 
Free School of Medicine, London University
C. Johnson, B.Sc., University of Nottingham
G.C. Gardiner, M.A., Newnham College, 
Cambridge
J.S. Penny, B.Sc., Royal Holloway College, London 
University
J.A. Greenwood, B.Sc., University of Bradford
K.A. Hodges, M.Eng., St. Catherine’s College, 
Oxford
M.G. Price, M.A., Trinity College, Cambridge
P. Vasileva, B.Sc., University of Sussex
V.E. Watson, B.A., University of Sussex
L.D. Espejo, Esq., M.A., University of St. Andrews
E.A. Goodman, B.A., University of York
R.E. Hawley, B.A., Middlesex University
A. Wilkie, M.A., B.A., University of Warwick & 
Goldsmiths’ College, London University

F. Affram, B.A., University of Ghana

J.M. Munday, M.A., Cambridge

H. McPartland, B.Sc., Bristol University

A. Lake, B.A., University of Nottingham
S. King, B.Sc., Queen Mary University of London

W. Haines, B.A. (Hons), M.Sc., Manchester

M. Lawrence, B.A. (Hons) (Cantab), M.Eng 
(Cantab) M.A. (Cantab)
Dr J.N. Stewart, B.Sc. (Hons), University of Glas-
gow, Ph.D., Heriot-Watt
A.K.J. Carroll, M.A. (Cantab), M.A. (London)
P.J. Metcalfe, B.A., Warwick, M.A., School of 
Oriental and African Studies
D. Farr, B.A., UCL
S. Lands, B.A. (Hons), Ravensbourne College of 
Design and Communication
J. Morrell, B.Sc., Reading

R. Smith, B.Sc., Leeds
J. Clift, B.A., Durham
S. Difford, B.Sc., London
M.C.M. Twose, M.Eng., Nottingham
C.A. Benham, B.A., London School of Economics
P. Bassett, B.Sc., Exeter
H. Smith, B.A., University of Bristol

S. Kemal, B.A. (Hons), University of Kent

J. Savage, B.Sc., University of Warwick
M. Perks, B.Sc., Exeter
Dr A. Abbattista, B.A., M.A., University of Bolo-
gna, Ph.D., University of Roehampton London
K. Bishop, B.Sc., M.Sc., University of Bologna
Dr M. Ashford, M.Math, D.Phil., Oxford
R. Boyden, B.A., University of Surrey
Dr J. Carpenter, B.A., Cambridge, D.Phil., Oxford, 
M.Sci., Imperial College, London
N. Clegg, B.A., M.Sci., Cambridge
Dr S. Corlett, B.Sc., Ph.D., University of Liverpool
A. Shah, B.Sc. (Hons), University of Glasgow, B.Sc. 
(Hons), University of East London, M.Sc., Univer-
sity of Oxford
A. Fasoranti, B.Sc., University of Ife Nigeria, 
B.Sc., Newcastle University, B.Sc., University of 
Greenwich

A. Jewson, B.Eng., Bristol

E. Pourjam, B.Sc., Sharif University of Technology, 
M.Sc., Tehran
H. Reardon, B.Mus. (Hons), Birmingham Conserv-
atoire, M.Mus., Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama
S. Senaratne, B.Sc., Royal Holloway College, 
London University
R. Zeshan, B.Sc., National University of Computer 
and Emerging Sciences-FAST, Lahore
R. Masters, B. Sc., University of Reading
A. Clark, B.A., Plymouth

E. Roye, B.Sc., Kingston University London

M. Wearn, B.A., Leicester

S. Mahadevan, B.A. Hons, MSt, Oxford,

L. Probodziak, B.A., M.A., Somerville College, 
Oxford

C. Thomas, B.Sc., Goldsmiths’ College, London 
University, M.Ed., King’s College

E. Maltman, B.Sc., University of Hull
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Valete - July 2020 

Gillian Gardiner
Gillian is a brilliant 
Cambridge University 
educated linguist who 
brought her superb linguistic 
and organisational skills 
to the Modern Languages 
Department for fourteen 
year. She was able to converse 
in French, Spanish and 
Russian. All the pupils really 
benefitted from her brilliance, 
tenacity and dedication to 

the study of languages. She arranged numerous trips 
overseas to Spain and France all of which ran smoothly 
and effortlessly. Perhaps less well-known to the pupils 
was her brilliant horticultural skills with her own garden 
being a magnificent example of her abilities. She was 
also deeply involved in the world of dance and singing. 
She was a strong member of the school choirs. Here is 
an example of a teacher who gave up hours of her own 
free time to improve the lives of her pupils and make the 
MFL Department at Saint Olave’s so exceptional. We 
wish a her a very happy retirement surrounded by plants, 
lawns, vegetables and creative possibilities.

Janine Penny
After fourteen years at 
Saint Olave’s, Janine 
Penny has retired. A 
brilliant mathematician 
and profoundly respected 
member of the common 
room, Janine taught across 
a broad spectrum of the 
mathematics department 
helping to make it so 
profoundly brilliant. Never 
failing to give of her time, she 

assisted with students who at times needed extra help and 
always patiently and lucidly guided her charges through 
their labyrinthine mathematical problems. Janine Penny 
was greatly appreciated for her numerical acumen by 
staff and pupils alike. We wish her an extremely happy 
retirement accompanied by her very large canine friends.
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Salvete - September 2020

Teacher of Spanish and French 

Miss Itzaskun Olalde Scott 
joins us as an NQT. Itzaskun 
was educated at the Lycée 
Climatique Rénè Billères 
and went on to the Royal 
Holloway University of 
London where she gained a 
BA in Multilingual Studies. 
She completed her PGCE 
at the University of Oxford. 
Itzaskun is fluent in English, 
Spanish, French and German 

and holds a TEFL Certificate. She has taught overseas 
and has experience of organising GCSE French and 
Spanish Clubs.

Teacher of Physical Education
Mr Ryan Fuller was 
educated at The Skinner’s 
School and went on to St 
Mary’s University where 
he gained a BSc in Sports 
Science. He completed his 
QTS in Secondary Physical 
Education at Durham 
University before attending 
Staffordshire University 
where he obtained an MSc 
in Sports Coaching. Ryan 

has extensive coaching experience in a range of sports 
including Rugby, Hockey, Athletics. He has provided 
pastoral support and has been involved with the running 
of Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions, school trips and 
sporting tours.

Teacher of Chemistry
Mr Amjad Shah now joins us 
as a full time teacher, having 
provided maternity cover 
for the last year. Amjad was 
educated at Williamwood 
High School, Glasgow and 
went on to the University of 
Glasgow where he gained a 
BSc in Physiology, Sports 
Science and Nutrition. 
He then gained a BSc 
in Physiotherapy at the 

University of East London before attending the 

University of Oxford where he obtained a PGCE in 
Chemistry and an MSc in Learning and Teaching. 
Amjad has experience as a STEM Ambassador and has 
provided pastoral support. He has been instrumental 
in developing and running a vrevision programme and 
has been involved with school trips. He is a keen Chess 
player and sportsman, with experience in both Football 
and Squash coaching.

Part-Time Teacher of Economics
Mr Andrew Sykes was 
educated at Bay House 
Comprehensive School and 
went on to the University of 
Oxford where he gained a BSc 
in PPE. He then attended 
the University of London 
where he obtained an MSc in 
Economics. Andrew worked 
in the financial sector beforec 
undertaking a PGCE in 
Economics at the University 

of London. Andrew has been involved with the CORE 
working group/strategies both in the UK and overseas, 
has written for various publications and published 
workbooks on A Level economics. He created a staff 
coaching programme, led the Target 2.0 and developed 
several international Economics competitions, as well 
as providing pastoral support and assistance with the 
university preparation process. He is fluent in French, is 
a keen cyclist and created acschool cycling programme 
and team.

Teacher of Mathematics
Mr Thomas Smialowski 
was educated at St John’s 
College, Southsea and 
went on to King’s College 
London where he gained 
an MSc in Mathematics. 
He completed his PGCE 
at Keele University. Thomas 
has experience of running 
the Senior Maths Society, 
Chess Society and organising 
various Senior Mathematics 

Challenges. He has mentored junior colleagues through 
the Teach First training process, is a MAT mentor and 
is familiar with the EPQ. Thomas is an accomplished 
pianist andguitarist, is a choir member and also plays 
badminton. He is a qualified minibus driver and provides
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support to his local community.

Teacher of English 
Miss Holly Smith now joins 
us as a full time teacher, 
having provided maternity 
cover for the last year. She 
completed her NQT training 
during this time. Holly was 
educated at Bullers Wood 
School and went on to the 
University of Bristol where 
she gained a BA in English. 
Holly is passionate about 
dance and has qualified at the 

highest ISTD levels in Ballet, Tap, Modern Dance and 
Jazz. She also holds a Level 3 Certificate in Vocational 
Graded Examination in Dance and Intermediate 
Tap. Holly has experience of Duke of Edinburgh and 
World Challenge expeditions and is a keen advocate of 
adventure and travel.
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Prize Day
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Prize Day

Prize Day Speech by the Headteacher

Ladies, gentlemen and all our students, it is a pleasure 
to welcome you to this virtual and online celebration 

of the achievements of our senior students as we reflect 
on another excellent year. What makes it even more 
unusual is that I am speaking to you from my Study 
rather than standing in front of you in a packed Great 
Hall. I still cannot get my head totally around this, but I 
hope this short clip, will allow me to bring together our 
wonderful community once again and highlight all the 
outstanding work that has taken place, even though face 
to face learning has diminished. 

All the events, activities and achievements mentioned 
in my Prize Giving speech are even more impressive 
as they took place when the school was mostly closed 
and reflects the hard work, talent and determination of 
our students alongside the constant support of parents, 
governors, the Diocesan Board of Education, the LA, 
and by no means least a committed and dedicated staff.

I want to therefore start by thanking you all for all you did 
and continue to do through these challenging times. It 
is quite remarkable to think of the resilience and energy 
that has been demanded of everyone and the work you 
have been engaging with to make things as positive as 
possible. Thank you to you and all your families. 

The school has continued to pursue an outstanding 
environment that supports pupils’ wellbeing, and this 
has been driven by the Pastoral Team, Heads of Year 
and Form Tutors, and students will be supported even 
further this year through our new Wellbeing Centre. 
Our Wellbeing Week back in the spring focussed 
on students’ understanding of worry and how to stay 
healthy. Students also engaged in World Mental Health 
Day and put together another edition of ‘INSIGHT’, 
the Wellbeing Journal, which contained writing and 
research, that goes far beyond the curriculum in a 
measured and thoughtful way. 

St Olave’s is a school which cherishes diversity and 
inclusion, and recognises that, as a community, we are 
inherently better and richer in our differences. This school 
year has provided many examples of how we celebrate 
learning together, whether it is through Black History 
Month, or the Auschwitz project, Cultural Evening or 
when students have been shortlisted for the ‘Just Like Us’ 
Award. We endeavour to hold our doors open to people 
of all backgrounds and traditions as it is so important that 
we continue to unlock opportunities for all our students 

in a wide variety of disciplines, not simply those that are 
measured. We must patiently nurture development and 
growth, knowing that character stands at the heart of 
educational achievement. 

We continue to encourage and support gifted children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds and hard to reach places 
to take our entrance test and obtain places here. This has 
been achieved through a modification to our Admissions 
Policy, and I am pleased to be able to tell you that this 
has led to children obtaining places, who previously 
would have been overlooked due to our Admissions 
Policy. It has also been pleasing that Year 7 students have 
joined our Outreach Co-ordinator, Mr Bassett, when he 
has visited local Primary schools, answering questions 
and helping break down the myths that sometimes put 
students off applying. There is still work to be done here 
to ensure bright, gifted students from all backgrounds 
are given the freedom to learn, flourish and be part of 
this school.

Our students are also aware of the need to reach out 
further than the school community and in this respect, 
I was delighted when our students chose to donate their 
£9,000 charity money from Festival to ‘CALM’ and the 
‘TEAM TREES’. There were also many donations to the 
Harvest Collection and our Gospel Choir performed for 
the Christ Church Orpington’s Community Club. Small 
things such as a Gospel Choir performance can bring 
great joy to people!

I hope that tonight’s prize winners will continue to pursue 
that aspiration of reaching out beyond the community 
and build on the great legacy of this wonderful school, 
as they embark on life with optimism and excitement for 
the future in a new and changing world.

We know it has been a really unsettling few months 
for students and one of the immediate impacts of the 
Coronavirus outbreak was the sudden cancellation of the 
public examinations and, understandably, our students 
and their teachers, were left frustrated at not having 
the opportunity to demonstrate their capabilities after 
all their hard work. I must focus on the positives and 
celebrate the wonderful achievements of the very fine year 
groups at A Level, AS Level and GCSE. A great deal of 
what students have accomplished cannot be measured. 
Their contribution to co-curricular activities, to teams 
and societies, their leadership on student councils, and 
prefect teams and being role models for younger members 
of the School has been impressive. These are the things 
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which are not directly related to examinations grades but 
are achievements of enormous value. I know as Olavians 
you will continue to contribute to life at university or 
in school. There are some exceptional individual results, 
as you can see through the prize giving programme, but 
there are disappointments and we must be mindful of all 
these students following the results. 

Thanks to contributions from the Voluntary Fund, the 
PA, the OO and the Foundation, the variety of sports 
and co-curricular activities continues to flourish, enabling 
our students to realise the best versions of themselves, 
beyond academic performance.

Lockdown had a major impact on our international trips 
this year. The school did still manage to visit countries 
across Europe, such as Berlin, Paris, and Geneva, as well 
as travelling to Vermont for skiing and snowboarding. 

Our students regularly go above and beyond the 
examination specification, and this again was highlighted 
through the academic journals. The ‘Lockdown Journal’ 
organised by the History Department aimed to capture 
the broadest possible range of thoughts, feelings and 
emotions during these unprecedented times.  EPQ and 
HPQ continued to flourish with students delivering talks 
on topics, such as ‘Hip Hop Culture’ and ‘The future of 
aviation’. 

From the impressive number of students gaining 
top awards in Computing, the Maths and Science 
Olympiads, we also had in German, JJ achieving 1st 
place in the Oxford German Olympiad Competition, 
and in Art, Year 9 student Oscar, was selected for the 
final of the Articulation Challenge. Congratulations to 
the school team who earned themselves a spot at the 
World VEX Robotics Competition in Kentucky.

For those wishing to develop or showcase their musical 
talents, there were ample opportunities, with a sparkling 
Christmas concert, a production of ‘The Crucible’ 
that would rival many professional performances, and 
inspiring music from the West End in our ‘Showstoppers’ 
event. Our Wakeham Choristers continued to perform 
via podcast. It was with regret that our talented artists 
were not able to display the fantastic work they had put 
together in their end of year exhibitions. Student poetry 
continued to thrive with Edwin’s poem about David 
Bowie being celebrated at the Beckenham Arts Lab 
and Shrinidi winning 1st prize in the Stephen Spender 
Prize for Poetry. None of our activities would flourish so 
effectively without the valued support and commitment 
from the staff, for which I thank them greatly. 

Sport continues to be successful and enriches the 
curriculum enormously. Saturday morning block rugby 
fixtures are something which is an important and 

historic part of our sporting fixtures and it is testament 
to the enthusiasm of the boys, and often the girls, that 
we can put out 12 rugby teams. However, it is not just 
rugby where we are successful. Eton Fives, which will 
be enhanced enormously with the extension to the 
courts, swimming, where Srikar is pursuing a place in 
the Olympic Squad, football, netball, squash and table 
tennis are embraced by our students.

I truly believe that the endeavours of these young people 
have earned them their prizes in another highly successful 
year. Once again, they have shone like the brightest star. 
I also want us to recognise that there are many students 
who have not received prizes but who also work hard, 
give of their best and achieve in many different ways; 
they too deserve our praise. Congratulations to you all.

I would like to say that, whilst it is a great joy to look 
back and reflect on success and achievement, it is more 
important to look forward to new challenges and the 
exciting times and opportunities that lie ahead; as we 
start the new term and a full return to school, there will 
be many of them, I am sure.

And I want to leave you with some lines from a poem by 
John Keats, ‘On Sitting Down to Read King Lear Once 
Again’, which I saw in Bluewater of all places during 
the summer, and I thought summed up how we must 
approach the challenges ahead: 

Let me not wander in a barren dream,

But when I am consumed in the fire,

Give me new Phoenix wings to fly at my desire.

Thank you for listening.

Prize Day Speech by Director Of Sixth 
Form, Matthew Birtchnell

The Sixth Form provides students with many 
opportunities to develop their skills beyond the 

academic. Many serve as prefects and therefore have 
the opportunity to develop their leadership skills. 138 
students took up prefect positions. The Senior Prefect 
Team of Sarah El Toukhy, Amro Fadel, Tom Xu, Lily 
Kemp, Chrisa Prachalia, Kuda Rusenza, Joel Kavoor, 
Victoria Akinleye and Matthew Perry achieved a great 
deal throughout their time in post and provided a very 
useful and valued insight into various matters. Alongside 
the Sixth Form Association, the voice of the Sixth Form 
students could be fed into the work of the school and 
many initiatives were introduced which will benefit 
future generations of students who join us. The school 
is incredibly grateful for the work of all prefects and the 
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improvements that they leave behind. The skills that you 
have learnt will serve you will in later life and you leave 
behind a source of inspiration to those students who 
follow.

Despite everything that this year has thrown at us, the 
Year 13s have very much risen to the challenge and 
have made their school proud. You have show resilience, 
flexibility and optimism. I am sure that the teaching staff 
would agree with me that it has been a pleasure to work 
with the year group. You have demonstrated the skills 
and qualities that that we would hope for our students to 
have and that will allow you to make great contributions 
to the world around you in the future. You leave behind 
a great example to the new Year 13 as they enter a school 
which is very different from the one they have previously 
known. On behalf of the whole school, I would like to 
thank you for your good humour, your commitment and 
your many contributions and wish you happiness and 
success for the future.

Prize Day Speech by Head Of Year 11, 
Matthew Twose

Good evening all, 

This story begins almost two years to the day, I 
still remember giving my first talk to this year group, 
I outlined my hopes and expectations for them all as 
we embarked on a journey, with the end point and the 
boys main focus, looming ever closer on the horizon, 
their dreaded GCSE exams. We regularly spoke of this 
journey and that what the boys will learn and experience 
along the way, will build and shape them and that this 
was just as important as their final results. Boys I hope 
you take that message with you forever, and make sure 
that you take time to enjoy the journey as well as the end 
result. 

Now when we started Year 10, I don’t think that even the 
most gifted psychic would have managed to predict what 
was about to happen. These last few months have been 
testing for everyone and again I know that this was not 
how we all imagined this final chapter ending and not 
the format of how tonight’s celebrations will unfold, but 
unfortunately it is time to end this chapter of the boys 
journey.

Well I can safely say now that you succeeded, you 
survived the journey and passed the challenge.

Well Done, Congratulations to you all! To all in last 
year’s Year 11, truly well done on what have been some 
amazing achievements and exam results. But as always I 
like to focus on other achievements and memories rather 
than just the results. 

Let me reminisce and remind you all about just some 

of the highlights and amazing activities that this group 
have been involved with over the last 2 years. 

First to sport, an unquestionably talented year group in 
terms of their sporting prowess. I was lucky enough to 
have the pleasure of coaching both rugby and cricket 
teams in previous years and can testify to the amazing 
raw talent and potential that these athletes possess. On 
the rugby field the boys have enjoyed a very successful 
stint in the purple shirt and are a team that truly embody 
team spirit and a ‘we are never beaten’ attitude, with many 
players representing the 1st XV in fixtures and at the 
prestigious Friday night lights fixture. I have no doubt 
you will go on to more glories higher up the school and 
beyond. 

The cricketers have always showed true Olavian spirit 
and determination throughout their matches, never 
giving up and turning over some very good opposition. I 
am sure our paths may cross in a future club game. 

Fives is always very strong sport for the school and this 
year group is no exception, with outstanding performances 
though out the season and great performances at national 
events.  

Even away from official matches it was always a pleasure 
to see this group having a friendly kick about on the top 
field or showing off their basketball talents in the gym. 

This year’s ability to perform on stage matches their 
sporting talents. The boys have starred in all of the 
schools recent phenomenal productions and shows 
during the last two years. Singing, dancing and great 
public speaking in the Black History Month show, eerie 
and creepy performances in The Crucible contrasting 
with up tempo singing and some fantastic accents in 
Guys N Dolls, and finally bringing the house down in 
Jazz nights and school concerts.

This year group have already begun exploring the world, 
and boys I encourage you to continue to do so whenever 
you can. In Year 10 they travelled through Europe to 
enhance their language skills, I am sure they will reflect 
fondly upon their time in France & Germany and have 
many stories to tell. I personally will never forget the 
sites of Munich and the beautiful Starnburg lake. Many 
others will have enjoyed the glorious slopes of Europe 
and North America whilst enjoying the February ski 
trips, although the coach that struggled to get up a hill 
let alone a mountain whilst driving through the Alps will 
not feature fondly I am sure.

There are many more achievements across the wide range 
of clubs and societies that are offered at this school, and 
far too many accolades to mention all of them tonight. 
You have heard but only a few memories of mine, and 
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I know my colleagues will have fond memories of their 
own for this talented and delightful bunch.  

With all these extra achievements outside of the 
classroom it is amazing that the students managed to get 
any academic work done at all, let alone sore to the dizzy 
heights at which they currently fly. 

Let me first thank my colleagues for all your hard 
work, support and guidance to the boys, I know they 
truly appreciate your efforts, as do I. However, tonight’s 
celebrations are for the students and the focus, praise 
and accolades should go to them. Gentlemen you 
have worked tremendously hard and whilst you did 
not have the chance to show us your talents in any 
formal examinations, you fully deserve your exceptional 
results. Take time to reflect upon the last 5 years at St 
Olave’s, that journey that I mentioned and to enjoy your 
success and prizes. Well done for getting through these 
unprecedented times and ultimately always doing your 
best, which is all anyone, especially I, can ever ask. You 
should be truly proud of your efforts.

I have run out of superlatives, which leaves just a final 
congratulations from me, a very proud Head of Year, for 
all of your achievements in the classroom and around the 
school. Good luck to you all on your new adventures, I 
am intrigued and excited to hear what the future brings 
for you all. 

Well done and good luck. 

Prize Day Speech by Guest Speaker, Mike 
Ling

Hello to everyone at St. Olave’s. My name is Michael 
Ling and I am a pilot with the Blades Aerobatic 

Team. I have recently retired from the Royal Air Force 
after 21 years of service where ten of those were spent 
with the Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team who you 
might know better as the Red Arrows. 

I am a former pupil at St. Olave’s. I attended St. Olave’s 
from 1990 to 1997, and after my 

A Levels went directly into the Royal Air Force to 
start my career as a military pilot before now being a 
commercial pilot in the Blades Aerobatic Team. 

I want to take this opportunity to congratulate all of 
the prize winners, and on getting through your exams. I 
know this year, especially with the coronavirus situation 
we find ourselves in, is very different and difficult for 
some of you.  I know it has been a very testing time just 
working through the process of how the exams and the 
results will work. So I would like to congratulate you all 
for the efforts you have been through this year, and I 
know you find yourself in a place you did not expect to 

be in, but it definitely is good to remember your school 
days. I know this year might not be one you want to 
remember fondly, but it is still part of your school life 
and you have got just to take it with you into your adult 
lives.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time at St. Olave’s, it was a 
brilliant school to attend. I lived in Biggin Hill so grew 
up not far away from the school. Usually I had to get 
the bus every morning. I have such vivid memories of 
that very first day at school. I can remember the weather 
exactly as it was in that September. There were daddy 
long legs everywhere randomly. I can remember that. It 
was a damp autumn morning. I remember going into a 
Latin class not even really knowing what Latin was and 
just thoroughly embracing everything that the school 
provided. Those opportunities do not come very often 
so everything that was thrown at me I tried to grab with 
both hands and take forward into my adult life, and I 
think that is something that everybody should learn to 
do, to just embrace opportunities and do the best they 
can in their school lives, moving into university and 
moving into whatever chosen career they have. 

I started my Royal Air Force career at RAF Cranwell 
where you learn officer training. Part of that officer 
training is to learn about leadership and teamwork and it 
really is that sort of embedding of the military mindset 
that teaches you how to be resilient. But what I found 
very good is that that resilience was really taught at St. 
Olave’s and there are some values that the school actually 
teach or embed in their pupils; resilience is definitely one 
of them. In the military you have to deal with situations 
all the time. It is a very fast-moving environment and 
you have to put up with a lot of things that are changing. 
St. Olave’s gave me that bedrock. The military then 
built on that bedrock to use in situations like I found 
myself in 2010 where I had a head on, midair collision. 
I was flying a Red Arrows Hawk at over 400 miles an 
hour and flew head on into my wing-man who was also 
doing over 400 miles an hour, so an 800 mile an hour 
collision, which resulted in me ejecting from my aircraft.  
I was quite badly injured and ended up in a wheelchair 
for a couple of months. I was in hospital for a good few 
weeks, in a wheelchair for a couple of months and it was 
over a year before I had my full medical fitness back so 
it is that real sort of embedded resilience that got me 
through that situation. I have to thank St. Olave’s for 
laying that bedrock, the foundation of that resilience, 
and that is something I am very grateful to the school 
for. I know the values that the school teaches pupils is 
definitely something they will use later in life. So, I am 
very thankful to the school and I do commend them for 
it.
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Those of you have won extra prizes, even further 
congratulations. On top of having your A Level results 
and finishing school, those who have won academic prizes 
- sincere congratulations to you. A special mention of 
thanks go to the School Captains and the Senior Prefect 
Team for supporting the student body and helping to 
organise and run the school so fantastically. Well done 
to you guys and I hope you have really enjoyed your 
time having a real pivotal role as members of the student 
body, so well done. 

Lastly, I would like to thank Mr. Rees, as the Head, 
for giving me this opportunity to speak to you, albeit 
remotely, and I very much look forward to coming back 
to the school soon to meet a lot of the pupils. I have 
enjoyed this in the past. In 2009 I presented the awards 
to the Junior School and in 2019 I was very privileged to 
be invited back by the Old Olavians to speak to them at 
their annual reunion in The Great Hall, and it brought 
back so many memories. A lot of my peer group were 
there, and I really enjoyed being back at the school, 
being given a tour of the new environment and the new 
buildings.  It really did invoke lots of fantastic memories 
and I was very grateful for that. So, thank you to Mr. 
Rees for inviting me to speak to you. 

It just gives me the last opportunity to say to all of you 
well done again on your results – a very challenging year. 
You have got through it. That resilience has to carry on 
into your adult lives and I really do hope you go on to 
do exactly what you want to do if you have got a goal. 
For me, it was being a pilot, I took it forward and I now 
thoroughly enjoy the life I lead doing the job that I love 
that I have wanted to do since I was very young and have 
worked hard through school to achieve. So, for all of 
you, if have got a dream, make sure you follow it. Do not 
take no for an answer if you want to do something, do 
everything you can to achieve that goal. Work very hard. 
You have done that already, but it does not stop here. 
Onto University if that is where you are going or into the 
next level of schooling. Good luck with it all, and I wish 
you all the very best for the future.
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Special Prizes
Giles Pilcher Prize for Public Service 
(Awarded by The Old Olavians’ Lodge)

Sarah El-Toukhy,
Amro Fadel

The Headteacher’s Fund Prizes

Victoria Akinleye,
Lily Kemp,
Joel Kovoor,
Matthew Perry,
Chrysoula 
Prachalia,
Kudakwashe 
Rusenza,
Mutian Xu

Chambers Prize for Leadership James Farrow
The Anthony Jarvis Shield Lewis Curtis
The Woodard Board Prize Matthew Perry
Michael Pugh Prize for Public 
Speaking Victoria Akinleye

The Renshaw Shield for Debating Sidney 
Woolf-Hoyle

Headteacher’s Prize for Poetry Victoria Akinleye
The Kemal Cup for Poetry Edwin Roberts
O.O. Lodge Prize                                       
for Contribution to School Life Joel Kovoor

The Medical Fund Chizute Ogbedeh
Cathedral Parish Prize for Voluntary Service Mary Obigbesan
Leslie Sanders Prize for English Literature Rachel Hawes
French Prize Shrindhi Prakash
A.W. Walker Prize for German Jasper Maughan
Matthew Holmes Prize for Classics Alexandra Wright
The Ashley Prize for History Dylan Evans
Antiquarian Society Prize                       
for a History Project Raymond Guo

The Alan H. Sainsbury Memorial Prize 
for History James Farrow

Geography Prize Charlotte Tripp
Economics Prize Mutian Xu
Harry Little Prize for Mathematics Ishita Swaroop
Paul Slade Prize for Physics Zarya Mekathotti
Brian Ruth Memorial Prize for Physics James Hayes
Gnaanachelvan Prize for Biology Ian Rodriguez
Biology Project Prize Charles Anderton
George Dyson Prize for Chemistry Matthew Perry
Chemistry Experimental Skills Prize Josiah Begley
Computing Prize Vishal Dhayalan
Phyllis Packer Prize                                    
for Practical Musicianship Hugo Maughan

An Old Olavian Prize for Music James Harms

The Headteacher’s Prize for 
Mathematics and Music Justin Yeung

Religious Studies Prize Lily Wright
Art Prize Rachel Hawes
Design Prize Neil Patel
Susan Owen Medal for Drama Dylan Evans
L.W. White Prize for Sporting Activities Riki Yanagida
I.W. Kirk Prize for Sportsmanship Indianna Varley
Senior Victor Ludorum Kit Whitaker
Ben Read Trophy Oliver Hutchinson
Douglas Keeble Prize for Fives Jiayang Li
Sidney Tweedy Chess Cup Anantha Anilkumar

Gordon James Christie Prize for 
Cricket

Luxan Sureshan, 
Bravin 
Vijayaakanthan

Prizes for Achievement in Public Examination

H.G. Abel Prizes for A-Level
Joshua Aderanti Lily Kemp
Dipin Adhikari Joel Kovoor
Sharon Anand Ivan Leung
Charles Anderton Jasper Lo
Josiah Begley Ciara McPherson
Taeh Camara Zarya Mekathotti
Abigail Clark Anujah Mohananthan
Oliver D’Costa Nicholas Munro
Vishal Dhayalan Nam Nguyen
Beatrice Elliott Stephanie Olujinmi-Raji
Sarah El-Toukhy Neil Patel
Dylan Evans Matthew Perry
Amro Fadel Britney Sung
Mahmoud Farrag Indumita Prakash
Jacob Gaskell Shrinidhi Prakash
George Guest Edwin Roberts
William Guest Ian Rodrigues
Raymond Guo Cian Samuels
Alan Gurung-Lama Lucy Saunders
Rachel Hawes Jack Schorstein
Tom Highgate Yuchen Sun
Jungho Hwang Ishita Swaroop
Andrea Ize-Iyamu Vidushan Vijayarajah
Apilash Jeyaganthan Jessica Wilks
Nerusan Jeyakumaran Sidney Woolf-Hoyle
Melissa Jones Lily Wright
Kieran Kang Mutian Xu
For G.C.S.E.
Krishna Akella Daksh Mehta
Anupam Bandi Victor Nguyen Tuong
Ishaan Bhargava James Perry
William Boyd Nathan Plater
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Daniel Byrne Francois Poh
Muzammil Chaudry Yacub Rahman
Nikhil Chidipothu Aakash Rai
Shrey Choudhary Aaron Sanjeevan
Isaac Clark Surya Senthilkumar
Aaditya Deshmukh Frank Shrimpton
Nikhil Doosa Shreyas Shubham
Matthew Halton Bharathsri Sivasritharan
Alfie Holland Sarujan Thayalan
Vitheeshan Kajanthan Luxan Sureshan
Caleb Lee Neil Tripathi
Hieronim Lecybyl Ryan Thukalil
Jeremiah Muoneke Toan Truong
Navaneeth Madhavan Naafay Usman
Rupankar Majumdar Velian Velikov
Thanmay Mangala 
Sachidananda Vaibhav Vinod

Oliver McCabe Muyu Xu
Ruiqi Zhang

Lower VI Form Prizes
Awarded by the Parents’ Association for “enthusiasm, commi 
ment and  imagination in the use of the Lower Sixth year”
Karo Agbro Rishi Desai
Abigail Clark Aaron Edobor
Alan Anil Amaan Peerbhai
Charlotte Butler William Song
Milan Chibber Sineka Weeraman

Form Prizes
11H

Isaiah Akpovwa
Siddharth Soni

11J
Arjun Thakar
Jedidiah Woodley

11K
Aaditya Deshmukh
Jeremiah Muoneke

11L
Rohan Boyapati
Thomas Magee-Brown

11M
Krishna Akella
Velian Velikov

11N
Anupam Bandi
Steven Coker

10J
George Anderton
Jonathan Ho

10K
Emmanuel Phillips
Aryun Prashar

10L
Rico Rhodes-Evans
Adam Steer

10M
Prithish Rajarethinam
Aashray Suryanaryanan

10N
Rohan Selva-Radov
Ayush Singh

9J
Amitan Joseph
Amish Singh

9K
Thomas Farmer
Anton Lewis

9K
Ben Joshua Yip
Aneesh Rao

9M
Alexander Haythorne
Nathanial Redding

9N
Sharushan Rahkesh
Arjan Sandhu

Grants and Awards
Governors Awards
Charles Anderton,
Meghana 
Kavarthapu,
Matthew Perry

British Biology Olympiad

Sophie 
Bata-Madden,
James Hayes,
Nicholas Munro

Digital Galactic Challenge (Best in 
KS5)

Vaibhav Mehra,
Siddarth Mishra,
Harsha Pendyala

Digital Galactic Challenge (Best in 
KS4)

Franklin Baron Fives
Krishna Akella,
Kenji Seanor

Music

Georgia Higgins UK Linguistics Olympiad

Karo Agbro,
Caitlin Gallagher,
Angelika 
Kochawjkiewicz,
Jonah McDonald,
Tavishi Prasad,
Mitra Stainsbury,
Katherine Stanton,
Lucy Stock

UK Space Design Competition
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Grants for Outward Bound, Travel and Gap Year projects
The James Burdett Prize for Gap Year Travel:
George Smith Travelling to South America 

exploring the Amazon Rainforest 
to broaden current knowledge, 
teaching English to the local 
youth population and working as 
a volunteer on projects which help 
infrastructure within the community 
via organisations such as Expedition 
Raleigh. 

The Potto Hicks Award
Jasper Maughan Travelling to France, Germany, 

Belgium, Luxembourg, The Low 
Countries and Austria to further 
enhance and utilise language skills 
prior to reading German and 
Russian at Cambridge University.

The Rushbrooke Memorial/
Davis Award/Gridley Award/
Secretan Award
Daniel Whiting Travelling to Jakarta, Yogyakarta and 

the Malay Archipelago to broaden 
cultural knowledge and experience, 
visiting places of historical interest 
such as Dieng Plateau, prior 
to reading Natural Sciences at 
University.

The Witton/Newmarch Award
Dylan Evans
James Farrow 
Jacob Gaskell
George Guest
Frederick Skerrett

Interrail travel through Europe 
visiting Paris, Milan, Florence, 
Munich, Zagreb, Ljublijana, 
Budapest, Vienna, Prague, Berlin, 
Cologne and Amsterdam to utilise 
linguistic skills, explore different 
cultures and broaden historical 
knowledge prior to commencing 
studies at University.

The War Memorial Scholarship
Maisie Zheng Travelling to Vietnam to explore 

family culture/heritage and visiting 
relatives. Currently researching 
opportunities for a volunteer 
internship via Projects Abroad, 
based in Hanoi, to work with local 
NGOs in supporting vulnerable 
communities.

Indianna Varley Working as an international guest 
on a six month volunteer programme 
at the Hebron School in India, a 
boarding school for girls, to broaden 
cultural knowledge. Involvement 
includes assisting teachers with 
lessons, other school activities and 
working with ‘dorm parents’ to 
provide care and support to students.

Lennie Award
Lily Kemp Dublin, New York, Atlanta and train 

travel from Milan to Venice to enrich 
knowledge of repressed nations and 
minorities and develop contextual 
understanding of someof the most 
influential literary periods. Visits to 
places of cultural interest include the 
Dublin Writer’s Museum, Museum 
of the City of New York and 
MOMA in Manhattan.

Full Colours 2019
Senior Colours

Senior Prefects

Victoria Akinleye, 
Sarah El-Toukhy, 
Amro Fadel, 
Lily Kemp, 
Joel Kovoor, 
Matthew Perry, 
Chrysoula Prachalia, 
Kudakwashe Rusenza, 
Mutian Xu 

Contribution to School 
Life

Hannah-Faye Agbudeloye, 
Anantha Anilkumar, Sophie 
Bata-Madden, Lewis Curtis, 
Dylan Evans, James Farrow, Jacob 
Gaskell, George Guest, Finn 
Horden, Aizenosa Imafidon, 
Ivan Leung, Zarya Mekathotti, 
Tolulope Oluyomi, Edwin 
Roberts, Frederick Skerrett, 
Justin Yeung

Badminton Shrey Jha, Dhanushan 
Vijayakumar, Justin Yeung

Basketball Ayomide Balogun

Drama
Elizabeth Caisley, Danielle 
Fatunla, Osarumwense Ogbeide, 
Matthew Page

Fives Sachin Balaji, Swastik Gupta, 
Michael Li, Louis McLean

Football Kieran Bayne-Douglas, Matthew 
Page
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Music

Sachin Balaji, Antonio Cheong, 
Archibald Grant, 
James Harms, Maximilien 
Mackie, Matthew Page

Netball Elspeth Forsdick, Abby Ward

Rugby
Hai Duong, Joshua Gayle, Sam 
Jolly, Mario Lambrette, Louis 
McLean

Other Clubs & Societies Joyce Adewumi, Hannah-Faye 
Agbudeloye, Oluwanifemi 
Akinleye, Victoria Akinleye, 
Charles Anderton, Ayomide 
Balogun, Sophie Bata-Madden, 
Josiah Begley, Giacomo Bognolo, 
Sanjana Chanda, Richard Cottrell, 
Gregoire Dastros-Pitei, Vishal 
Dhayalan, Sarah El-Toukhy, Dylan 
Evans, Amro Fadel, Mahmoud 
Farrag, James Farrow, Aran 
Grover, William Guest, Raymond 
Guo, Isabelle Hargreaves, Rachel 
Hawes, James Hayes, Emily 
Huntington, Aizenosa Imafidon, 
Nadiya Ivahnenko, Lily Kemp, 
Joel Kovoor, Joseph Madden, 
James Martin, Jasper Maughan, 
Zarya Mekathotti, Anujah 
Mohanathan, Nicholas Munro, 
Tolulope Oluyomi, Matthew 
Perry, Chrysoula Prachalia, Vikram 
Rajendran, Edwin Roberts, 
Daniella Robson, Lucy Saunders, 
Frederick Skerrett, Arukshan 
Suresh, Ishita Swaroop, Laschar 
Williams, Shannia Williams, 
Sidney Woolf-Hoyle, Alexandra 
Wright, 
Mutian Xu, Eleanor Yuen

Intermediate Colours
Basketball Jeffrey Akintolu

Chapel

Matthew Halton, 
Caleb Lee, 
Matias Morgan, 
James Perry

Cricket

Saket Agrawal,
Alan Anil,
Milan Chibber,
Harry Jones,
Arun Kaushik, 
Ishkaar Ujoodia

Drama

Justin Adesina,
Ayompiposi Awoyemi, 
Steven Coker, 
James Perry

Fives Isaiah Akpovwa, Aditya 
Deshmukh

Hockey Aidan Mylroi

Music

Krishna Akella, 
Caleb Lee, 
Matias Morgan, 
Frank Shrimpton, 
Ruiqi Zhang

Rugby

Jeffrey Akintolu, 
Isaiah Akpovwa, 
William Boyd, 
Patrick Kenny

Tennis
Abdul Muza, 
Olasunkanmi Sanusi

Other Clubs

Nikhil Chidipothu, Aaditya 
Deshmukh, Hieronim Lecybyl, 
Chima Ndukwu, Oluwapelumi 
Oloyede, Amartya Pandey, James 
Perry, Yacub Rahman, Surya 
Senthilkumar, Velian Velikov, 
Aditya Verma

Junior Colours

Cricket
Aditya Anoop,
Saahil Bansal

Fives

Ethan Abeelack, 
Aditya Anoop, 
Aaravamudhan Balaji, 
Mehul Bhargava, 
Oscar Brockwell, 
Thomas Farmer, 
Anton Lewis, 
Connor McMichael, 
Vincent Rocero, 
Shiv Shetty, 
Abhinav Tavva, 
Marko Tsioupine

Music

Benjamin Dakshy, 
Connor McMichael, 
Aaditya Nandwani, 
Benjamin Rooney, 
Oscar Virgoe, 
Ben Joshua Yip

Other Clubs

Wafi Ali, Aaravamudhan Balaji, 
Saahil Bansal, Arjun Javagal, 
Yash Joshi, Joshua Mead, Reean 
Rahman, Daniel Richardson, 
Ojas Tiwari
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VI Form News

It is a great privilege to be writing my first introduction 
for The Olavian as Director of Sixth Form. Since 

September I have been hugely impressed by the students 
in Years 12 and 13 and their collective efforts to develop 
and enrich the experience of all those in the Sixth Form. 
Aside from their efforts in the classroom, they have 
brought so much to the school through their roles as 
prefects, through their creative talents and through their 
determination to leave the Sixth Form a better place for 
future students.

This academic year will stick in the memory of many 
for a rather unfortunate reason. The global COVID-19 
pandemic closed the school on Friday 20th March 2020, 
and rather suddenly, this day became Year 13’s last day 
at the school. Mr Rees and I very quickly put together 
something of a final assembly for the year group and we 
sent them into the unknown. Anxiety surrounding exam 
results and uncertainty surrounding the future prevailed 
but they soon settled to the strange new existence. The 
same went for Year 12, who quickly adapted to online 
learning and even managed to carry on the wealth 
of societies that make St Olave’s so special. Their 
adaptability and optimism meant that what was a hugely 
difficult situation was made slightly easier and I would 
like to thank and congratulate each and every student in 
the Sixth Form for their maturity and resilience during 
such a testing time.

Before the school closed, I was very much enjoying 
getting to know the students and getting to know how 
the Sixth Form at St Olave’s ‘ticks’. The ambition and 
aspirations of the students struck me from the outset. 
Their determination to succeed was evident in the way the 
students were going about their day-to-day lives and this 
was only reinforced when I began to work on the UCAS 
applications for the Year 13 students. Their predicted 
grades, the numbers applying for top universities and 
the huge breadth of courses being applied for was truly 
striking. I look forward to hearing from these students 
in the future and hopefully welcoming them back to the 
school to inspire the next cohorts.

As I have already mentioned, our students have given 
so much more than their academic abilities. They have 
also shown themselves to be excellent leaders. The 
prefect teams throughout the year were excellent and 
demonstrated determination and dedication in the tasks 
they were assigned. The Form Prefects, Ambassador 
Prefects, Academic Prefects and Duty Day Coordinators 
all gave so freely of their time to make the school the 

calm and purposeful environment that it is. I must 
give special thanks here to the Senior Prefect Team: 
Sarah El-Toukhy, Amro Fadel, Joel Kavoor, Lily Kemp, 
Tom Xu, Chrysa Prachallia, Kuda Rusenza, Victoria 
Akinleye and Matthew Perry. Meeting them on a 
weekly basis and hearing their views on the school was 
always an enlightening and refreshing experience. Their 
contributions were many and varied and they certainly 
carried out their roles in fine fashion, leading the student 
body with calmness and consideration. I look forward to 
working with the newly appointed team next year and 
am confident that they will continue the excellent work 
that was carried out in 2019-2020.

The Sixth Form students have been very active in 
enriching the lives of all students through the varied 
activities and societies that go on each day at the school. 
Whilst these were cut short in March, we were able to 
enjoy many fine events. From Cabaret and Festival in 
December to Cultural Evening in February, the students 
involved demonstrated leadership, creativity and 
generosity in order to put on these excellent events, and 
this is naming just three. Not only did the events provide 
splendid entertainment, they raised significant sums of 
money which have been used to support diverse charities 
involved with mental health work, environmental 
action and health protection. This really highlights that 
our students are about so much more than their own 
futures. Their desire to improve the world and give back 
to communities is strong and something which we will 
hopefully build on in the years to come. 

What makes all of this so much more astounding is that 
it has all been done alongside and in addition to their 
normal academic work. The time that they devote to 
their studies and to the school community as a whole is 
amazing.

At the beginning of the academic year, I asked both 
Years 12 and 13 to think about where they wanted to 
be at the end of the academic year, because to move 
forward we need goals and a plan. I’m fairly sure none 
of us imagined what we are currently experiencing. The 
world has changed, in some cases for the better, and the 
students of St Olave’s Sixth Form have adapted and 
thrived in the ‘new normal’. We do not know what the 
future will bring. Life at school will certainly be different 
for, at least, a few months. 

I have every confidence that the students will approach 
school life with their usual cheeriness and determination 
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and we will gradually return to a greater semblance of 
normality through the collective endeavours of the 
school community.

Year 12 Team Building Day
Students enjoyed a study skills session and a Crystal Maze 
themed team building activity accompanied by their 
Form Tutors and the Ambassador Prefects. The study 
skills session considered how students make a positive 
fast start to the Sixth Form, cope with the transition 
from GCSE, maximise their potential and prepare for 
independent study at university and in the workplace. 
The Crystal Maze challenge saw teams racing against 
the clock to complete mental and physical tasks very 
much in the style of the iconic TV show. It was a hugely 
successful day, with the students showing ingenuity and 
friendship throughout.

Sixth Form Open Evening
Around 1,000 prospective students and their parents 
attended the Sixth Form Open Evening for external 
applicants. Thank you to all the Sixth Form student 
volunteers who engaged our visitors with charm and 
courtesy, sharing information with them and helping 
them to find their way around the site. We received 
many positive comments about the quality of the talks 
taking place in departments, with parents expressing 
their wish to return to school to begin studying once 
again. Thank you also to the Jazz Band and the PA for 
providing refreshments.

Just Like Us
Year 13 student, Lucy, was runner up for the Role Model 
Awards at a national award event held by ‘Just Like Us’ in 
London. It was an inspiring evening with talks by many 
famous people explaining the challenges they had faced 
as part of the LGBT community, including Matt Evers 
from ‘Dancing on Ice’, actor Charlie Condou and ‘Only 
Way is Essex’ reality TV star, Bobby Norris. Sponsored 
by Goldman Sachs, this event celebrated diversity and 
the amazing work people like Lucy are doing in schools 
to empower students.

Careers
Events have been taking place across the curriculum and 
co-curriculum with activities both inside and outside 
school. The year began with the successful PA Careers’ 
Fair when over 30 professionals from among our parents 
gave their time to mentor students about their chosen 
careers. Student feedback was extremely positive, with 
ideas and advice shared by experts on how our students 
can progress in various careers by developing their skills, 
experience and academic acumen. New careers books 
have been added in the Main School Library, detailing 
modern career options such as aeronautical engineering, 
biomechanics, storm tracking and forensics.

Careers Talks
National Apprenticeship Week took place from 3 - 9 
February. Professions such as aerospace engineering, 
data science, teaching, law, nursing, and fashion offer 
higher and degree apprenticeships. These combine work 
with study and may include a work-based, academic or 
combined qualification or a professional qualification 
relevant to a specific industry. A variety of events were 
run by organisations including Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital, HS2, TfL and Heathrow.

Guidance is available to those students seeking work 
experience during the Easter and Summer holidays from 
Mrs Platts, Careers Lead, who can advise on finding 
providers of work experience suited to a student’s 
preferred career environment. Engineering, medicine 
and dentistry are the most sought out placements so far 
this year. A range of events, taster sessions and careers 
fairs are also posted regularly onto Moodle for students 
to access.

Students from year groups across the school have 
attended the series of lunchtime careers talks. Captain 
Pete Bryan explained the range of roles open to soldiers 
from veterinary care and music, through HR and finance 
to intelligence and IT. He described the challenging yet 
rewarding experience of Sandhurst and the transferable 
skills gained from managing a group of 30 soldiers on 
leaving there. Sergeant Victoria Dwyer detailed the 
routes to becoming an officer whether via a gap year, 

Matthew Birtchnell
        Director of Sixth Form 
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university or post degree.  

We are fortunate to have received funding worth £5,000 
for places for students who wish to pursue medicine, 
dental and veterinarian courses at university.  This 
funding is to allow students in Years 10 - 12 to attend the 
National Healthcare Weekends held in London during 
the spring.  Doctors, medical school scholars and medics 
mentor the students who will gain invaluable insight and 
networking opportunities.

Interview Preparation Day
90 Year 13 students from St. Olave’s and Wren Academy 
took part in this event where 20 expert interviewers gave 
up their time to put the them through their paces in 
their chosen subjects in advance of university admission 
interviews. They also had a very informative introductory 
talk delivered by Mr Budds, which dispelled some of the 
myths surrounding these interviews and were able to 
benefit from the school’s archive of interview preparation 
resources.

Higher Education Evening
Year 12 students and their parents attended an evening 
event to hear about their options after leaving school. 
Katherine Pagett from the University of Birmingham 
talked about how to choose university courses and how 
university finance works; representatives from ASK spoke 
about the opportunities presented by apprenticeships; 
Amro Fadel, School Captain, gave helpful insights into 
writing a personal statement. This was followed by our 
annual Oxbridge Evening where Amber Cuttill from 
the University of Cambridge spoke about the Oxbridge 
application process and the differences between life at 
Cambridge and Oxford compared to other universities.

Cultural Evening
This event showcased a fantastic display of the diverse 
cultures represented at the school and was a real credit 
to the student organisers. The audience was dazzled with 
singing and dancing from across the globe and treated to 
an international buffet during the interval. There was also 
a fashion show, displaying all of the wonderful national 
costumes that people had worn for the evening, followed 
by a raffle, with a wide variety of prizes donated by local 
businesses. We would like to thank those who generously 
donated prizes, contributed to the buffet or gave up their 
time to support the running of this event.
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Senior Prefect Team 2020 - 2021
Rose Hind - Captain of School 

Attempting to summarise my 
feelings towards St. Olave’s 
in just a few sentences has 
proved a near-impossible 
task; with every day spent at 
school, I see meaningful and 
continuous developments 
in both the academic 
environment and in myself 
- growing in kindness, 
resilience and practicality. 
In the role of Captain of 

School, I intend to advance this culture of evolution, 
seeking to catalyse the progressions in mental health 
and well-being structures, gender confidence, inter-
year communication and complimentary academic and 
co-curricular emphasis. You may have previously seen 
me leading Law Society (as the 2020-2021 president), 
assisting in GCSE French support sessions, playing first 
team Netball, performing at Cabaret, hosting Cultural 
Evening, or simply glimpsed me hurrying down a 
corridor. Whatever it be, heading into the next academic 
year, I hope that you may come to view me as a friendly 
face for your all your suggestions and questions.

Joshua Selfridge - Captain of School
Throughout my time at St. 
Olave’s, the one constant 
has been change. This 
community, united by a 
love of learning, never stops 
evolving. An atmosphere 
like ours inspires initiative 
and original thinking, and 
that is what I aim to bring 
to my role over the coming 
year. As co-president of 
Environmental Society, I 

have seen the school make great strides recently and I am 
confident that the trend will continue. I am fascinated 
by the way nature works and aspire to study Physics at 
university. Outside of academia, I am an avid runner and 
cyclist and I am also learning the guitar (or at least trying 
to!). Now presented with the opportunity to spearhead 
another year of change at this school, I am excited to 
work with my fellow Senior Prefects to leave a lasting 
legacy at St. Olave’s. I hope that the SPT’s work this year 
will benefit both current and future students across all 
aspects of school life.

William Song - Head of Form Prefects
Since my childhood I have 
always been fascinated by 
maths, and my interest in 
financial markets has led to 
me wishing to pursue a course 
in economics at university. 
The amazing environment 
at St. Olave’s and the wide 
range of opportunities offered 
is incredible, so I am very 
grateful for the hardworking, 
considerate, and determined 

individual that it has helped shape me into. During my 
tenure, I hope to make sure that everyone benefits from 
the resources available at our school and ensure that 
Form Prefects play a greater role in helping the lower 
years. Outside of lessons, I enjoy playing the violin and 
piano whether it be a solo or within the orchestra, as well 
as participating in Rugby and teaching Karate outside 
of school. I look forward to working with the amazing 
Senior Prefect Team this year and engaging 

Ayomide Akande - Head of House System
My passion for justice 
and a reform in the legal 
system that sees systematic 
discrimination occur has 
led me to pursue a career in 
law, an area that affects us in 
every sphere of life, making 
it all the more interesting. 
As a practicing Christian, 
my faith is an essential part 
of my life, and has led to my 
active involvement within the 

school’s Christian Union, of which I am Vice President. 
Outside of school, I use some of the time I have in 
writing; I have written two novels so far and currently 
maintain a blog commenting on contemporary social 
issues that particularly apply to young people. This 
passion for writing has translated to becoming President 
of Law Journal within school, as well as working on 
the Black History Month magazine. I also take a big 
interest in sports, having previously been involved with 
Rugby during my lower years and now taking the mantle 
of Captain of the U18 Basketball Team. As Head of 
the House Captain Team, I will be looking forward to 
increasing engagement with inter-house competitions 
and working together with the house captains to ensure 
the house system knits the school community together 
more tightly than before, creating a stronger sense of 
Olavian values within the school.



30 – Olavian 2020

Ishkaar Ujoodia - Head of Ambassador 
Prefects

I am incredibly honoured 
to have been selected as 
Vice Captain of School, and 
hope to make a meaningful 
contribution to the school 
community in the coming 
year. As a keen sportsman 
who has represented St. 
Olave’s in the Cricket, 
Fives, and Rugby squads, 
and has captained both the 
Cricket and Fives teams, I 

recognise the importance and benefit of strong inter-
year cohesion, and during my tenure, I aim to extend this 
feeling of interconnectedness and inclusivity throughout 
the school. Academically, I aspire to read Economics at 
university, which has been motivated through my desire 
to address the issue of income and wealth inequality 
that I constantly observe every time I visit my country 
of birth, South Africa. I greatly look forward to working 
with the rest of the Senior Prefect Team to improve every 
Olavian’s school experience, and I hope that I can lead 
this focus on inter-year integration by getting to know 
more people throughout the school.

Mitra Stainsbury - Head of Duty and 
Academic Prefects

During my time at St. Olave’s, 
I have been astounded by 
the fantastic quality and 
quantity of opportunities on 
offer. Indeed, the school has 
enabled me to become the 
Chair of Cultural Evening, 
the Co-Editor of the 
Academic Journal as well 
as compete on the school’s 
UKSDC team at a regional, 
national and international 

level. Eager to give back to the school, I embraced my 
initial role as a Chemistry Prefect, helping to organise 
the school’s first inter-house chemistry quiz. This 
experience has motivated me to take up the mantel 
of Head of Academic Prefects in order to further fan 
the flame of both the students’ love for learning and 
this school’s wonderful sense of community. I hope to 
continue providing opportunities to others long after 
my time at St. Olave’s is over by studying Economics 
at University: I aim to help reduce inequality through 
pursuing the economic empowerment of disadvantaged 
groups. For now, however, I am immensely excited to be 
working.

Sheena Akende - Head of Charity and 
Events

Individuality and freedom 
of expression are staples of 
community life, and the 
Charity and Social events at 
St. Olave’s are exceptional 
at fuelling this, by allowing 
people to share their talents 
as well as help the local 
community. I have previously 
been on the Cabaret and 
Cultural committees and as 
Head of Charity and Events 

I will be overseeing many more key events within the 
next year, such as Festival. Outside of school I have 
volunteered through tutoring primary and GCSE 
school students and helping at a local youth group. I feel 
that everyone should get involved in charity and giving 
back to the local area, especially through school, which 
will help to shape the impact of our future generations. 
We must also express ourselves academically, which 
is done through our societies, and through my role as 
Co-President of Political Economy Society. Economics 
is a field that I would like to pursue in the future, as you 
can help people to prosper – which is what I plan to do 
during my tenure as Senior Prefect. Throughout the next 
year, I plan to help the integration of new and existing 
students into the Olavian community through these 
co-curricular interests, where our Charity and Events 
allow us to strengthen the student voice, whilst positively 
impacting those in our wider community.

Georgia Higgins - Outreach, Clubs and 
Societies

Over the last ten months, 
I have found St. Olave’s to 
be a vibrant and involved 
community, which 
encourages its students to 
push themselves to succeed 
in all areas of life. My love for 
the sciences has been both 
supported and cultivated 
by my time here, and I have 
been able to pursue my 
hopes of studying medicine 

at university through attending Medics’ Society and 
through the Le Chavetois programme, which I spent 
volunteering on the wards at Lewisham hospital. 
Outside of the time I spend working towards A-Levels 
and medicine, I enjoy playing the piano and practicing 
martial arts; I hope to achieve my second black belt 
sometime this year. As head of Outreach, Clubs and 
Societies, I will work towards strengthening ties between 
the school and its wider community, as well as ensuring 
that all societies are well-organised.
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Srikar Namireddy- Sports
Hoping to pursue my 
fascination for anatomical 
science, my dream and 
aspiration is to study 
medicine at university. 
Outside of the classroom, 
I am an accomplished 
swimmer, having won gold 
at nationals and qualifying 
for the Olympic trials, 
whilst I also enjoy partaking 
in performing arts, thus 

resulting in the completion of my grade 8 in both piano 
and public speaking. In my remaining spare time, I enjoy 
volunteering at the local care home and playing Cricket. 
During my tenure I wish to promote sports as a means of 
maintaining good mental health, due to it being a great 
way to escape from the stresses of daily life. I am very 
much looking forwards to working within the Senior 
Prefect Team to create a long-lasting and pronounced 
impact on how much you enjoy your time here at St. 
Olave’s.
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Leavers’ Destinations 2020

Name Destination Course
Abraham, Moses University of Manchester Aerospace Engineering with an 

Integrated Foundation Year
Abuhmalula, Maha Gap Year
Adejuyigbe, Ifeoluwakiisi Applying 2021
Aderanti, Jonathan UCL (University College London) Pharmacology
Aderanti, Joshua University of Cambridge, Jesus 

College
Natural Sciences

Adesalu, Abisola University of Leeds Medicine
Adewumi, Joyce Keele University Biomedical Science
Adhikari, Dipin University of Cambridge, Trinity 

Hall
Land Economy

Agbudeloye, Hannah-Faye Gap Year
Akinleye, Victoria London School of Economics and 

Political Science, University of 
London

Politics and Philosophy

Akinleye, Joy Applying 2021
Alemu, Nathaniel King's College London, University 

of London
Biomedical Science

Anand, Sharon Imperial College London Medicine
Anderton, Charles University of Cambridge, Queens' 

College
Natural Sciences

Anilkumar, Anantha University of St Andrews Philosophy and Physics
Anisetti, Nikhil University of Bath Integrated Mechanical and Electrical 

Engineering
Anslow, Sophie Durham University Geography
Ashton, Hailey Lancaster University Natural Sciences
Appiah, Erica St George's, University of London Biomedical Science
Atapaka, Shruthi St George's, University of London Medicine (5 year)
Awala, Isabel University of East Anglia UEA Pharmacy
Azimkar, Sakin Applying 2021
Bachelani, Adil Applying 2021
Badhwar, Chaitanya University of Southampton Computer Science with Artificial 

Intelligence
Bailey, Alexandra University of British Columbia, 

Canada
Biomedical Sciences

Bakare, Deborah Applying 2021
Balogun, Ayomide Loughborough University Computer Science and Artificial 

Intelligence (with placement year)
Bata-Madden, Sophie The University of Edinburgh Data Science (Graduate 

Apprenticeship)
Begley, Josiah Imperial College London Electrical & Electronic Engineering
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Bergin, James City, University of London Music, Sound and Technology
Bhatia, Prabhnoor Imperial College London Medicine
Bhorkar, Amogha King's College London, University 

of London
Biomedical Science

Bognolo, Giacomo University of Oxford, St John's 
College

Law

Bolarinwa, Kehinde Imperial College London Medicine
Boyadzhieva, Nikol The University of Edinburgh Fine Art
Brolly, Beatrice University of Liverpool Veterinary Science
Burda, Michal Loughborough University Mechanical Engineering (with place-

ment year)
Camara, Taeh University of Warwick Computer Science
Carr, Stephanie University of Liverpool Veterinary Science
Cavalli-Dowland, Louis Applying 2021
Chanda, Sanjana London School of Economics and 

Political Science, University of 
London

Economics

Chawla, Manas Queen Mary University of London Mechanical Engineering
Chen, Timothy Goldsmiths, University of London Digital Arts Computing
Chhatwal, Aviraj University of Nottingham Economics
Choudhury, Dipanjana QMUL Malta Medicine
Clark, Abigail Applying 2021
Cockshott, Alexander Bournemouth University Computer Animation Technical Arts
Coker, Paul Applying 2021
Commey, Gregory University of Warwick Mechanical Engineering
Cordeiro, Earl Newcastle University Biomedical Sciences (Integrated 

Masters)
Cotra, Shruti University of Warwick Engineering
Cottrell, Richard Lancaster University Mechanical Engineering
Cummings, David University of Leeds Sport and Exercise Sciences
Curtis, Lewis University of Bristol Civil Engineering
D'Costa, Oliver UCL (University College London) Engineering (Mechanical)
Dastros-Pitei, Gregoire King's College London, University 

of London
Biomedical Engineering

Davies, Jane Gap Year
Dhayalan, Vishal University of Warwick Computer Science
Dooraree, Adesh Gap Year
Edward, Mirushan University of Bristol Economics
Egharevba, Osaruese Imperial College London Medicine
El-Toukhy, Sara University of Nottingham Medicine BMBS (Nottingham/

Derby pathway)
Ellahi, Muhammed Applying 2021
Elliott, Beatrice University of Warwick Physics
Emiru, Emily Applying 2021
Essilfie, Lucille Applying 2021 Biomedical Science
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Evans, Dylan University of Cambridge, Robinson 
College

History and Politics

Fadel, Amro University of Cambridge, Churchill 
College

Medicine

Falode, Ayotunde University of Bristol Economics and Finance
Fan, Joseph University of Warwick Biological Sciences
Farrag, Mahmoud Imperial College London Civil Engineering
Farrow, James Applying 2021
Felix, Naomi University of Manchester Software Engineering
Fogarty, Cliona University of Nottingham History
Fowowe, Aanuoluwapo Imperial College London Medicine
Gamble, Ronnie University of Manchester Modern History with Economics
Gander, James University of Manchester Biology with Science & Society
Ganya, Kyamuwendo Applying 2021
Gaskell, Jacob University of Cambridge, Peter-

house College
History and Modern Languages

Gatt Floridia, Jamie Cardiff University Civil Engineering
Ghosh, Ritam London School of Economics and 

Political Science, University of 
London

Economics

Grover, Aran Parkash University of Exeter English with Study Abroad
Guest, George Applying 2021
Guest, William Imperial College London Computing
Guo, Raymond London School of Economics and 

Political Science, University of 
London

Psychological and Behavioural 
Science

Gupta, Kanav London School of Economics and 
Political Science, University of 
London

International Social and Public 
Policy with Politics

Gupta Drebes, Tarak University of Manchester Physics
Gurung-Lama, Alan University of Nottingham Physics (4 years)
Hargreaves, Isabelle Applying 2021
Hawes, Rachel Durham University English Literature
Hayes, James University of Glasgow Aerospace Systems
Highgate, Tom Durham University Mathematics (4 years)
Holder, Jack Lancaster University Physics
Horden, Finn University of Exeter English with Study in North 

America
Hughes, Shaw Queen Mary University of London Mathematics with Finance & 

Accounting
Hummel, Samuel Applying 2021
Hussain, Shahnaz King's College London, University 

of London
Medicine

Hutchinson, Oliver University of Bath Economics
Hwang, David Applying 2021
Idrisov, Sergiy Queen Mary University of London Engineering with Foundation
Imafidon, Aisosa University of Warwick Electronic Engineering
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Imafidon, Aizenosa Applying 2021
Ishola, Ifeoluwa University of Manchester Medicine
Ivahnenko, Nadiya Applying 2021
Ize-Iyamu, Andrea Imperial College London Medicine
Jackson, Laurence University of Southampton Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Jeyaganthan, Apilash University of Nottingham Chemical Engineering
Jeyakumaran, Nerusan University of Cambridge, Corpus 

Christi College
Medicine

Jha, Shrey King's College London, University 
of London

Medicine

Jones, Melissa University of Cambridge, Gonville 
& Caius College

Medicine

Jones, Talitha University of Manchester Medicine
Jossa, Nathan University of Warwick Mechanical Engineering
Kang, Kieran University of Cambridge, Robinson 

College
Natural Sciences

Karunakumar, Dinesh Queen Mary University of London Accounting and Finance
Kavarthapu, Meghana University of Birmingham Medicine (5 years)
Kemp, Lily Applying 2021 English
Keshi, Kenechi University of Warwick Mathematics and Physics
Knight, Samuel University of Warwick Engineering
Kong, Amos University of Leicester Medicine
Kovoor, Joel University of Oxford, St Anne's 

College
Experimental Psychology

Lawani, Timi Applying 2021
Lee, Yin Yee UCL (University College London) Biochemistry
Lekamwattage, Peheli King's College London, University 

of London
Dentistry

Leung, Ivan Imperial College London Mathematics
Lo, Jasper Imperial College London Electrical & Electronic Engineering
Luker, Jonathan Durham University English Literature
Madden, Joseph University of Warwick Cyber Security
Maheswaran, Tharsikan Applying 2021
Mansoor, Nyal Applying 2021
Martin, James Durham University English Literature
Maughan, Hugo Royal Welsh College of Music and 

Drama
Clarinet

Maughan, Jasper University of Cambridge, Gonville 
& Caius College

Modern and Medieval Languages

McCallum, Hamish University of Leeds Natural Sciences
McPherson, Ciara University of Nottingham Pharmacy (4 years)
Meehan, Luke Applying 2021
Mehmet, Saylan Cardiff University Medicine
Mekathotti, Zarya Imperial College London Mathematics and Computer Science
Mohanathan, Anujah University of Cambridge, Jesus 

College
Natural Sciences
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Morris, Shane Loughborough University Aeronautical Engineering (with 
placement year)

Muhammad-Kamal, 
Habibat 

Hull York Medical School Medicine

Munro, Nicholas University of Birmingham Theoretical Physics (4 years)
Navakumar, Gaura Queen Mary University of London Medicine
Nayyar-Bhatia, Yasmin University of Exeter/UBS Degree Apprenticeship 
Nguyen, Nam University of Nottingham Physiotherapy
McFeat, Michael Warwick Engineering
Nuges, Parithan UCL (University College London) Economics
Nunn, Samuel Applying 2021
O'Daly, James University of Birmingham Economics
Ogunlesi, David University of Exeter Computer Science
Ogunremi, Afopefoluwa London School of Economics and 

Political Science, University of 
London

Law (Bachelor of Laws)

Okosun, Marvel University of Warwick Accounting and Finance
Olujinmi-Raji, Stephanie University of Cambridge Natural Sciences
Olusanya, Temilolaoluwa University of Bath Economics
Oluyomi, Tolulope University of Warwick Law
Omonitan, Gabriel Durham University Economics and Politics
Osarumen-Obayagbonna, 
Elijah-Joseph

University of Oxford, Keble College

Pandiri, Aditi Imperial College London Medicine
Parker Humphreys, Emily University of Exeter English
Patel, Luis UCL (University College London) Physics
Patel, Neil Imperial College London Design Engineering
Patel, Dillan University of Manchester Computer Science
Pepa, Edisa University of Nottingham Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Perry, Matthew University of Cambridge, Pembroke 

College
Natural Sciences

Prachalia, Chrysoula UCL (University College London) Natural Sciences
Pradeep, Adithya University of Southampton Computer Science with Artificial 

Intelligence
Prakash, Shrinidhi London School of Economics and 

Political Science, University of 
London

Philosophy, Politics and Economics

Prakash, Indumita Imperial College London Biomedical Engineering
Preda, Jessica University of Birmingham Dentistry (5 years)
Rajendran, Vikram University of Bristol Economics and Politics
Roberts, Edwin University of Oxford, Exeter 

College
Philosophy and Spanish

Robson, Daniella University of Manchester Modern History with Economics
Rodrigues, Ian UCL (University College London) Medicine (6 years)
Rosser, Edward University of Sheffield Aerospace Engineering with a Foun-

dation Year
Rusenza, Kudakwashe Cardiff University Medicine
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Sathiyamoorthy, Prajeeth Applying 2021
Sahu, Shaunak UCL (University College London) Medicine (6 years)
Samuels, Cian UCL (University College London) Economics
Saunders, Lucy University of Cambridge, Clare 

College
History and Politics

Schorstein, Jack University of Nottingham
Scipioni, Tomoni Loughborough University Chemistry (4 years)
Shahidah, Sabihah Gap Year Mathematics (with placement year)
Sheath, Maisie University of Exeter History
Shen, Yifan UCL (University College London) Geography (International)
Shen, Isabella UCL (University College London) Architecture
Showell, Melodie University of Oxford, St Hilda's 

College
Music

Silver, Sharon University of Bath Computer Science
Singh, Aditya University of Bath Mechanical with Automotive 

Engineering
Sivakumar, Utharsan Imperial College London Medicine
Sivakumar, Lasajiny Queen Mary University of London Dentistry
Skerrett, Frederick University of St Andrews Ancient History
Slater, Lucie University of Warwick Mathematics
Smith, George Applying 2021
Sun, Michael University of Oxford, Keble College Mathematics and Statistics
Suresh, Arukshan University of Warwick Engineering
Swaroop, Ishita Applying 2021
Taiwo, Michelle University of Nottingham Law
Tekcan, Emre Applying 2021
Thapa, Ayush University of Nottingham Politics and American Studies
Toba, Oluwatosin University of Nottingham Mathematics and Economics
Tripp, Charlotte Loughborough University Psychology
Urwin, Nathan University of Birmingham Civil Engineering
Vaghela, Vikita University of York Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Varatharajan, Tharun Loughborough University Financial Mathematics (with place-

ment year)
Vasisht, Akshay King's College London, University 

of London
Economics

Vijayakumar, Dhanushan King's College London, University 
of London

Medicine

Vijayarajah, Vidushan King's College London, University 
of London

Dentistry

Whitaker, Kit University of Leeds Biochemistry
White, Sebastien University of Birmingham Dentistry (5 years)
Whiting, Daniel Applying 2021
Wilks, Jessica University of Oxford, New College German
Williams, Laschar King's College London, University 

of London
Law

Williams, Shannia St George's, University of London Biomedical Science
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Woolf-Hoyle, Sidney University of St Andrews History
Wright, Alexandra University of Oxford, Wadham 

College
Classics and English

Wright, Lily University of Cambridge, Sidney 
Sussex College

Psychological and Behavioural 
Sciences

Xu, Mutian University of Cambridge, Jesus 
College

Economics

Yanagida, Riki UCL (University College London) Economics with a Placement Year
Yeung, Justin University of Bristol Engineering Design with Study in 

Industry
Younus, Amani UCL (University College London) Law
Yuen, Eleanor University of Warwick Chemistry
Zheng, Maisie London School of Economics and 

Political Science, University of 
London

Geography with Economics



 International Trips
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Duke Of Edinburgh

Another year and, on this occasion, less to applaud 
thanks to lockdown.  However, DofE does not stop and 
students have found inventive ways to complete sections 
aided by DofE London sending out vast amounts of 
information and innovative ways to participate. 

The academic year started well with the usual organised 
chaos as we sorted out expeditions, planning, equipment 
and teams.  With 8 expeditions planned, involving 300 
plus students, the start of the year is always busy. 

The first expedition out was the second half of the Bronze 
Assessed Year 11 cohort, with around 50 students taking 
part.  The route winds its way through some fabulous 
Kent countryside, eventually ending up at school after 
approximately 35 kilometres of walking over two days 
and climbing up some of the biggest hills in Kent.  The 
boys did well, with all teams completing the expedition 
and enjoying fine weather, though possibly too hot 
for some with a few enduring the blisters which may 
occasionally result.

Two weeks later we were off again, this time with the Year 
10 Bronze Practice expedition.  This route starts from 
school on Friday immediately after the day’s lessons.  
This year we took the brave decision to let them do it on 
their own whilst we ‘buzzed’ around watching them on 
the trackers and manning checkpoints.  Whilst some got 
lost, the majority managed to get to grips with the map 
reading and pass through various checkpoints unaided. 
Those that were lost were redirected, given further help 
on map reading and eventually got into camp.  The next 
day proved considerably more successful with all groups 
getting in unaided but weary.

The first half term weekend is traditionally given over 
to the final expedition of the year, as the DofE camping 
season runs from March to the end of October.  Staff 
voluntarily give up 3 days of their holiday to assess 
the Y12 Silver DofE students.  This expedition runs 
from Sevenoaks to Sussex then back into Kent.  The 
students enjoyed three days of cool mornings and sunny 
afternoons, not to mention a considerable amount of 
walking, navigating and the obligatory camp craft.  
During our second evening under canvas, the students 
enjoyed some S’mores and convivial chat around a 
campfire.  Students tackling the Silver expedition are 
more confident with their navigation, camp craft and 
countryside code, which makes this expedition a very 
enjoyable experience for all concerned. 

With the Silver Assessed completed, the DofE Team 
switched their attention to the Y12/Y13 Gold Award, 
inviting Wild Country Consultants (WCC), our Gold 
Expedition providers in to chat to our Year 12 and 13 
students.  Their presentation covered topics such as team 
logistics, the basic equipment and clothing required for 
mountain conditions, suggested meal plans for the four 
days away and, the biggest point of concern, navigation.  
All routes around Brecon Beacons and Snowdonia have 
to be approved by the Welsh DofE Mountain Panel so 
WCC are very thorough when it comes to scrutinising 
the proposed group route cards and checking that 
students have an awareness what to do in the event of 
an emergency.

Routes complete, the excitement was mounting as the 
April Gold Practice Expedition grew ever closer.  And 
then we went into lockdown… 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme is a fantastic 
way to learn new skills, extend yourself out of your 
comfort zone and to enjoy the great outdoors.  St Olave’s 
is fortunate to have some superb countryside within 
walking distance and we are also very lucky to have so 
many staff who are prepared to give up their time to help 
run the expedition side of the award.  A big thank you 
goes to Mrs Andrews (DofE Assistant Coordinator), 
Mrs Attwood, Dr Carpenter, Mr Carroll, Ms Difford, 
Mr Jewson, Mrs Senaratne and Ms Wilkie.  And a 
further thank you to Mr Rogers (Site Manager) and 
the Premises Team for allowing us to access the school 
site out of hours. Last but by no means least, thank you 
to Mrs Rogers in Finance for processing payments and 
invoices behind the scenes.  

Paul Holland
        DofE Co-ordinator 
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Mathematics 
& Computing
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Faculty of Mathematics &
Computing

The Mathematics and Computing Faculty has had an 
exciting year, filled with innovation and challenges. 

After a pilot by myself and Ms Vasileva during the 
Summer term of 2019, the Parents’ Association kindly 
funded the purchase of iPad Pros for all members of 
the Mathematics department. This provided a fantastic 
opportunity to engage students in class, projecting 
student classwork, allowing students to contribute from 
the comfort of their own seat, greater use of educational 
software like Geogebra, untethering the teacher from 
the front of the room, saving huge volumes of paper 
by removing the need to photocopy texts and ensuring 
that absent students had real-time access to the class 
content by its immediate storage on the Office365 cloud. 
Needless to say, this early innovation came in very handy 
once lockdown began! 

In December, we took the whole of Year 11 to the Phoenix 
Theatre in the West End for Maths Inspiration where 
students heard about Maths on the Back of an Envelope, 
Secrets and Lies (this was a presentation by Hannah Fry 
and her first trial of what eventually became the 2019 
Royal Institution Christmas Lectures) and Patterns, 
Predictions and Juggling which included some mind-
boggling juggling by Colin Wright.  Also in December, 
10 teams of 4 students from Year 12 and 13 took part 
in the Maths Bombe competition, run by the University 
of Manchester. Team “sksksquadratics” (Eugenie 
Lumsdon, Linus Luu, Tavishi Prasad) completed all 8 
challenges in the 4th fastest time, winning a special prize 
for completing one of the challenges in the fastest time 
nationally. Additionally, team “team” (Aditya Chaurasia, 
Joshua Selfridge, Odysseas Tsirkas, Joel Ulens) won a 
spot prize. 

In January, we learned of the Parallel project created by 
Simon Singh. Many students from Year 7 and 8 have been 
contributing house points by completing the challenges 
published weekly. In the same month, 18 students from 
Year 7 and 8 were shortlisted to train for the UKMT 
Junior Team Challenge. After several training sessions, 
8 students were selected to form 2 teams. Those students 
then completed several more weeks of training only 
for UKMT to cancel the event one week before school 
closed.

In February, four sixth formers represented St. Olave’s at 
the National Final of the UKMT Senior Team Maths 
Challenge. Having already won the Regional Final to 
qualify, the team (Ishan Kalia, George Guest, Linus Luu, 
Michael Sun) were competing with some exceptional 

teams from around the country in a competition that 
tests quick thinking, problem solving and flexibility of 
thought. After four mathematical rounds and a poster 
competition, the team achieved an extremely impressive 
and well deserved 8th place overall.  In the same month, 
8 members of Year 10 took part in the annual Maths 
Feast competition, hosted by Saint Olave’s. The students 
learned quickly to work as a team and were a credit to 
the school. 

Of course, in March, proceedings at school came to an 
abrupt stop, but that by no means meant that activities 
stopped. As already alluded to, all teachers rapidly 
innovated their practice in order to provide our students 
with high quality work to be completed at home. Live and 
recorded lessons were also provided and electronically 
submitted work marked using the Apple pencil. 

Towards the end of April, I was approached by Aditya 
Palaniappan and William Song from Year 12, proposing 
the publication of a Maths newsletter. In June, the first 
edition was published with contributions from Dr. 
Ashford and students from across the school. A second 
edition was issued in early July. Aditya and William 
would welcome contributions for future edition from 
current and former students. 

In July, virtually the whole of Year 7 and 8 took part 
in an unconventional UKMT Junior Mathematical 
Challenge, online. The boys did very well, but a special 
congratulations went to Angad Arya (8C) and Edward 
Hawkins (7H) for gaining the highest score in their year 
group with Edward gaining full marks. Unfortunately, 
there were no follow-on rounds this year, but we have 
high hopes for these students in the coming years. 

My thanks go out to the entire department and all 
the administrative staff that have supported us this 
year. Special thanks go to Mr Roye (KS3), Mr Bassett 
(KS4) and Mrs Munday (KS5). Being part of such a 
dynamic faculty is a privilege. Next year will have its own 
challenges but this year has shown that the team can 
thrive under even the most challenging circumstances. 
Finally, I would like to congratulate the students for 
rising to the challenges of 2020 and engaging with us in 
such a positive manner. 

 
Meera Lawrence
        Head of Mathematics 
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Mathematics Olympiad
In this year’s Mathematical Olympiad for Girls 
consisting of a demanding set of five structured 
problems, the eight Year 13 students performed very 
creditably, all attaining above the national average score. 
Three students, Sophie Bata Madden, Lucie Slater and 
Ishita Swaroop, achieved Certificates of Distinction 
placing them in the top 25% of national scores. Ishita 
qualified for the forthcoming first round of the British 
Mathematical Olympiad.  Congratulations go to all on 
these impressive performances.

Senior Mathematical Challenge
484 Olavians from Years 11 to 13 grappled with a 
challenging set of twenty-five problems, achieving a 
record-breaking set of results with 66 Gold, 182 Silver 
and 121 Bronze Certificates. Best-in-year scores were 
attained by Michael Sun, Linus Luu and Velian Velikov, 
the last two of whom managed to solve all twenty-five 
problems correctly. These three students together with 
Lucy Saunders, Joseph Barradell and Hieronim Lecybyl 
have qualified for the prestigious first round of the British 
Mathematical Olympiad and a record number of 66 
students qualified for the follow-on round of the Senior 
Kangaroo. These results are a testament to the sustained 
development of Olavians’ problem-solving skills.

BEBRAS
All students studying Computer Science took part in 
the UK Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge, 
organised by the University of Oxford’s Department of 
Computer Science, and Hertford College. Outstanding 
results include 138 Distinctions and 124 Merits. Best-
in-year results were achieved by Aarit Maheshwari, Jesse 
John, Sonny Landeman ( Juniors); Aarav Gupta, Anton 
Lewis, Oscar Nowatschek (Intermediate); Adam Steer, 
Hieronim Lecybyl, James Perry, Leo Luo, Ruiqi Zhang 
(Senior) and William Guest (Elite).

Computer Science and Maths Societies
Delta Capita, a business and technology consulting firm, 
highlighted careers available in the field of data science 
and machine learning. Students were enthused to learn 
about frameworks such as Tensor flow, PyTorch, Keras 
and Caffe. There were enriching discussions on supervised 
machine learning algorithms, linear regression and how 
neural networks use gradient descent to take iterative 
steps to find the minimum of a function. 

British Mathematical Olympiad
Ten students undertook the British Mathematical 
Olympiad round 1 paper with virtually all managing 
to solve at least two of the six demanding problems. 
Congratulations go to George Guest of Year 13 plus 
Linus Luu and Ishan Kalia of Year 12 who achieved 
Certificates of Distinction, placing them in the top 25% 
of entries. In addition, Linus achieved a Bronze medal 

and qualified for the British Mathematics Olympiad 
round 2 paper. Special mention should also be made 
of Hieronim Lecybyl plus Velian Velikov who almost 
achieved Certificates of Distinction, a remarkable feat 
for Year 11 students.

The current Olavian top mathematical problem solver, 
Linus Luu of Year 12, distinguished himself in this year’s 
British Mathematical Olympiad Round 2, the most 
advanced schools’ Mathematics competition in the UK 
to which only 100 students are invited to participate. 
He managed to solve for the most part three of the four 
fiendishly demanding problems, achieving a Certificate 
of Distinction and a score well within the top twenty 
scores nationally, an impressive performance for a student 
in the first year of Sixth Form.

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 
Over 370 students from Years 9 to 11 participated in 
this year’s Intermediate Mathematical Challenge, with 
outstanding results being attained by all. A record 92% 
of students achieved a Certificate, including 132 Gold, 
136 Silver and 75 Bronze. Over a third of each year 
group qualified for a follow-on round, including another 
record of 135 students qualifying for the Intermediate 
Kangaroo competition. In addition, a pleasing 17 students 
qualified for the prestigious Intermediate Mathematical 
Olympiad.  Congratulations go to the students achieving 
best-in-year scores, Ben Joshua Yip (Year 9), Harry Chen 
(Year 10) plus Hieronim Lecybyl and Velian Velikov 
(Year 11), the last three of whom achieved perfect scores 
– the first time three Olavians have achieved this feat in 
the same year. All these outstanding results are further 
testament to the high- level problem-solving abilities 
possessed by Olavians.

Senior Mathematical Challenge
Year 12 student, Linus Luu, has been invited to attend 
this year’s Mathematical Olympiad Training Session at 
Trinity College, Cambridge. This represents a substantial 
achievement and is based on an impressive performance 
in this year’s UK Senior Mathematical Challenge and in 
the BMO, rounds 1 and 2. Each July, about 100 countries 
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send teams of up to six students to the International 
Mathematical Olympiad (IMO). The IMO will be 
held in Saint Petersburg, Russia. The two rounds of the 
British Mathematical Olympiad (BMO) form part of 
the selection process for the UK IMO team and the next 
stage is a residential training session.

Senior Kangaroo Mathematics 
Competition
A remarkable 61 students participated in the Senior 
Kangaroo which consists of twenty challenging problems 
with numerical solutions. A record 17 Olavians achieved 
a Certificate of Merit placing them in the upper quartile 
of achievers in this select cohort. Congratulations go to 
William Guest of Year 13 for his outstanding best-in-
school score.

UKMT Senior Team Maths Challenge
Four Sixth Form students represented St Olave’s at 
the National Final of the UKMT Senior Team Maths 
Challenge. Having already won the Regional Final to 
qualify, the team of Linus, Ishan, George and Michael 
were competing with some exceptional teams from around 
the country in a competition that tests quick thinking, 
problem solving and flexibility of thought. After four 
mathematical rounds and a poster competition, the team 
achieved an extremely impressive and well -deserved 8th 
place overall.

Maths Feast 
Eight members of Year 10 represented St Olave’s at 
the Maths Feast 2020 competition. They faced serious 
opposition from around 15 other schools and completed 
four rounds of maths problems. The boys quickly learnt 
how to work well as a team and were a credit both to the 
school and themselves. Thanks go to those members of 
the Sixth Form who supported the event, without whom 
it would not have been possible. 

BEBRAS Challenge Finals
Talented students Linus Luu, Aditya Palaniappan, 
Ishan Kalia, Ajanthan Kanagasabapathy, William Song, 
and William Guest were invited to the Department of 
Computer Science at the University of Oxford as finalists 
in this UK-wide competition.  Reaching the final of the 
Elite (16–18) age group is an impressive achievement, 
as 7,085 students entered the first round for this age 
group. Linus, Aditya, Ishan, Ajanthan and William were 
among the top 52 highest achieving students invited to 
the final round in their age group and were presented 
with their finalist’s certificate at a prize-giving ceremony 
at Hertford College.

Perse Coding Challenge 2020
Well done to the 26 teams from St Olave’s who qualified 
for the second round. This national competition for UK 
secondary schools, pits teams of students in KS3 and 

KS4 against each other in a timed automated challenge 
across two rounds. St Olave’s Grammar school was in 
the top ten performing schools last year and we have 
even higher expectations from our students to win the 
pride of place inscription on the Braben competition cup 
this year.Due to unprecedented circumstances following 
the spread of COVID-19, unfortunately only 11 teams 
from St Olave’s Grammar School were able to make 
an entry at such short notice. The results achieved by 
students were outstanding and included six Distinctions, 
five Merits and three Higher Participation Certificates. 
St Olave’s Grammar school has been ranked in the top 
ten performing schools nationally once again this year.

Junior Mathematical Challenge
Well done to Year 7 and 8, of whom 117 and 125 students 
took part with very high proportions gaining certificates. 
Unfortunately, there will be no follow on rounds this 
year. We would especially like to congratulate Angad 
Arya and Edward Hawkins for gaining the highest score 
in their year group, with Edward gaining full marks. 
A huge thank you to Mrs Berry for her hard work in 
supporting this event.

Olavian Mathematical Newsletter
Well done to the students who put together the first 
edition of the Olavian Mathematical Newsletter 
featuring a wide range of articles, including one from 
Dr Ashford on his journey into mathematical research.  
Other articles include: Surya Senthilkumar – ‘The 
power of graphs’; Rishi Tandon – ‘The importance of 
mathematics on our lives’ and Advait Menon – ‘The 
Mathematics behind neural networks’.

Year 11 Mathematics
Mr Savage, Dr Ashford and their Year 11 Maths 
classes explored some aspects of the AQA Core Maths 
qualification (Level 3) including ‘back of envelope’ 
calculations (a.k.a. Fermi estimation) to determine, 
roughly, how many dentists are there in Bristol and how 
many piano tuners are there in London. This is having 
already finished the free- standing Maths Qualification.
Senior Mathematical Challenge



Science
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The Faculty of Science

In Science we would like to see ourselves as a true 
learning community and we all strive to communicate 

this love of learning to our students. We actively promote 
opportunities for out of school learning and make a point 
of mentioning interesting developments and new ideas 
to students. 2019-20 was a unique and challenging year 
for the Science Faculty, and once again our students rose 
to all the challenges thrown at them throughout the year.

The public examination results achieved by Years 11 
and 13 were outstanding, if awarded by an unusual 
route. Wonderful results all round. Congratulations to 
all our students on those outstanding achievements. We 
are very fortunate to be able to teach such a motivated 
and inquisitive cohort of students. We look forward to 
welcoming our new 6th Form students and wish all those 
students embarking on University courses or careers all 
the best for the future. 

Students also excelled in National Competitions and 
Olympiads, proving themselves capable of competing 
with the rest of the country. I am amazed that so many 
of our students actually volunteer to sit such rigorous 
tests of their scientific knowledge, resilience and ability 
to adapt their understanding to complex situations. 
Their motivation and desire to overcome ridiculously 
difficult problems is inspirational. Some of these actually 
took place during lockdown, proving the resilience and 
dedication of our students.

However, academic success is only one part of the work 
of the Faculty, with many clubs and societies thriving 
in the department. The quality of presentations given 
at clubs such as Natural Sciences Society, Physics and 
Engineering Society, Medics Society and Chemistry 
Society is astonishing, as is the breadth of topics covered. 
Lower School students have their own clubs (Crest 
Club, Junior Natural Sciences Society, Junior Chemistry 
Society) which encourage them to try out experiments 
that go above and beyond the curriculum. The ingenuity 
and enthusiasm of the students during school closure 
meant that many of the clubs and societies continued to 
run remotely. It was great to witness the determination 
and resilience that the students displayed at a very 
difficult time.

Unfortunately, many of our usual trips were cancelled this 
year, but Y13 did have their usual weekend in Geneva to 
visit CERN in September. 

All additional competitions, societies and trips are 

only possible because of the dedication of the staff in 
organising and running the activities. The students are 
very lucky to be taught by such a talented and committed 
team (and it is very much a team effort). I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank to all the teachers 
and technicians in the Science Faculty for their good 
humour, dedication and consistently going above and 
beyond expectations. 

Another huge thank you is due to the Parents 
Association for their continued support of the Faculty. 
Their generosity has allowed the purchase of equipment 
that we would otherwise have been unable to afford. All 
of these gifts from the PA will enhance the teaching and 
learning within the Science Faculty, giving our students 
many invaluable experiences.

Finally, I would like to thank all our staff and students, 
who adapted wonderfully to the incredibly difficult 
challenges presented by the School closure in March. 
Many superb examples of student work appeared in 
the newsletters during this time, demonstrating the 
determination of our students to continue their learning. 
I am confident that our students will be up to speed 
quickly and ready to overcome any future hurdles.

I look forward to another successful year.

Astronomy
Year 12 Astronomers watched the transit of Mercury with 
the Sun in the background using our Solar Telescope and 
Solar Filter and, by taking a photograph using a mobile 
telephone, were able to identify Mercury. As the orbit 
of Mercury around the Sun is tilted compared with the 
orbit of the Earth around the Sun, the planet normally 
appears to pass above or below our nearest star. The next 
transit of this type will be in 2032, so the students were 
keen not to miss out on this experience.

The Big Bang Competition
Congratulations to Year 8 student, Arnav Sharma, 
on his success in The Big Bang Online Heats, which 
saw him awarded a place as a finalist in The Big Bang 
Competition to be held at the NEC, Birmingham. This 
is a great achievement and testament to his hard work.

                    Neil Stewart
        Head of Physics and Head of Science Faculty
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CERN
Year 13 Physicists enjoyed the annual trip to CERN in 
Geneva with a full day at the Meyrin Site of CERN. 
Students experienced the ‘World of Particles’ displays 
film show, the Microcosm display and the CERN 
Museum where many of the early devices which made 
historic discoveries are kept. Students attended a lecture 
on the history of CERN and were given tours of two 
key areas within the site, accompanied by some very 
distinguished scientists. The CERN data centre handles 
the processing of all data produced by the Large Hadron 
Collider, and in a fascinating talk the students discovered 
that in the 1960s the data produced by one year of 
operation would have taken 13.2 billion years to process. 
Advances in computing power are so great that it can 
now be processed within one year. The tour also involved 
the particle decelerator used to produce antimatter, 
antihydrogen in particular. The antimatter produced 
can now be held for over 1000 seconds, which allows 
comparison of its properties with normal Hydrogen. 
After the visit, students enjoyed a traditional Swiss 
evening and a cable car ride on Mont Salève, which offers 
stunning views of Geneva and the surrounding area.

Student publications
Well done to President Nicholas Munro and Vice 
Presidents Anujah Mohanathan, Gregoire Dastros-Pitei 
and Gregory Commey for putting together the second 
edition of the Physics and Engineering Society Journal, 
with a range of articles including on topics such as 
‘Gravity’ to ‘Symmetry’.

Senior Physics Challenge
Congratulations to Year 12 students, Arunabh Bagchi 
and  Joshua Selfridge, who have been selected to attend 
the Senior Physics Challenge, which will be led by 
Fellows at the Cavendish Laboratory, University of 
Cambridge at the end of June 2020.

Junior Physics Society 
Congratulations to our Year 9 Physicists who have 
shown the initiative and drive to set up their own Society 
during the School closure. The Society had its inaugural 
meeting on 1 June, where Aaditya Nandwani gave a 
superb presentation on ‘The Big Bang and Formation 
of the Early Universe’. The meeting was well attended, 
and we look forward to more high- quality presentations 
from our budding Physicists.

Junior Physics Challenge
The whole of Years 9 and 10 were given the opportunity 
to sit the Junior Physics Challenge in exceptional 
circumstances and, given the issues with access to IT 
equipment in some cases, we had a fantastic turnout of 
about 70% of the two year groups. The students worked 
really hard and achieved fantastic results once again with 
59 Gold, 52 Silver and 51 Bronze awards. Particular 

congratulations go to the eight Year 9s who have already 
achieved a Gold award in this difficult test. They were 
Ojas Tiwari, Joshua Mead, Nirros Sarvamohan, Amitan 
Joseph, Benjamin Sharp, Avdesh Dagar, Abhinav Perikala 
and Ioan Negru. Well done to all who participated.

CREST Awards
Three Year 8 students have been awarded a Bronze 
Level CREST Award for experimental work that they 
carried out before lockdown. Congratulations to Year 
8 students, Amogh Bhat and Joshua Fakulujo for their 
investigation into how different types of metal affect the 
current in a circuit and to Aravinthsri Sivasritharan for 
his experiment on how to increase the percentage yield 
in an acid-base reaction. Huge congratulations to all the 
boys for their efforts. They will receive certificates when 
we return to school.

Physics and Engineering Society
The Society have been posting weekly on their Instagram 
various articles, videos, news and facts to replace the 
talks we would normally have, which has increased the 
Society’s following significantly. They have also started a 
new series called ‘How It Works’ to discuss the physics 
behind everyday scenarios in short videos. The first 
episode by Arunabh Bagchi was about how footballers 
score the perfect goal (the curved path of a ball in the 
air). This has over 250 views currently!

Operation Wallacea
A group of Year 12 and Year 13 students travelled to 
Malawi to carry out biological research.  The trip was 
split into three parts; the first week in the capital city, 
Lilongwe, staying in a research centre with expert 
volunteers, where they were given lectures by the 
researchers and then taken on practical work, studying 
bats, small rodents, birds, insects and carnivores.  They 
travelled into the city at night to set up bat traps and to 
track jackals using radio technology; visited hyena dens; 
carried out bird surveys, and participated in scat labs to 
identify what hyenas had eaten by analysing hairs found 
in their scat. Students were particularly interested to learn 
from researchers about local superstitions surrounding 
these animals which lead to people killing them, such 
as the belief that hyenas are witches and bats vampires, 
and how the researchers attempt to combat this through 
education.

The second week was spent in a dive centre in Nkhata 
Bay, on the shore of Lake Malawi, an African Great 
Lake and the most biodiverse on the planet. Students 
took part in research on the fish species in the lake, 
the majority of which are different species of cichlids; 
had lectures on what makes Lake Malawi so diverse, 
the geography of the area and anthropology linked to 
the Great Rift Valley; visited the local village market 
to see how fish caught in the lake were being sold, and 
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monitored how many of each species were there, so as to 
prevent overfishing.

For the final two nights, students travelled to Liwonde 
National Park staying in bamboo huts where they could 
hear animals roaming around as they slept. They enjoyed 
a boat safari with sightings of hippos, varying species of 
birds, crocodiles and elephants by the water and a land 
safari where they saw a cheetah, waterbucks, buffalo, 
baboons and warthogs.

Medics and Natural Sciences Society
Over 40 Sixth Form students attended a talk by Dr 
Sidhu on Postgraduate studies to learn about entry 
criteria, how to avoid pitfalls in their choice of research 
topic, the importance of building on their dissertation 
and the next steps following on from postdoctoral work.

British Biology Olympiad
9,520 students, from 668 schools worldwide, took part 
in this year’s competition, hosted by The Royal Society 
of Biology.  Of these students, 6.2% won Gold awards, 
10.8% secured Silver Awards and 9.9% achieved Bronze 
Awards.  Thirteen students from St Olave’s entered 
this competition, an amazing 9 of whom won awards.  
Congratulations to Matthew Perry, Charles Anderton 
and Meghana Kavarthapu who achieved Gold Awards, 
Erica Appiah, Eleanor Yuen and Ivan Leung who were 
awarded Silver and Shruthi Atapaka, Indianna Varley 
and Isabelle Hargreaves for Bronze Awards.   

Year 13 Biologists
There has been outstanding work undertaken remotely 
by our students and staff this term. Dr Bradley shared 
the following: ‘Being isolated at home has, by no means, 
prevented our students from engaging in practical 
work.  One of the topics covered in Year 13 relates to 
how organisms can become habituated to stimuli.  This 
means that they learn, through experience, that stimuli 
that cause them no harm can be ignored.  In the case 
of the snails, gently touching them between the eye 
stalks with a cotton wool bud for the first time results 
in immediate withdrawal of the stalks, which gradually 
then re-emerge over a period of seconds. By the tenth 
time, they are touched in this way, the snails have learnt 
that the repetitive ’touch’ stimuli causes them no harm 
and do not withdraw their eye stalks at all!  They have 
become habituated to the stimuli of ’touch’ and can 
focus on more threatening stimuli (such as avoiding dry 
conditions) or more rewarding stimuli (such as smell of 
food)’.

Environmental Society
Environmental Society is launching an exciting 
upcycling competition over the summer, where students 
and staff form a creation using materials that are to 
be thrown away or recycled. These creations can be a 

sculpture, a piece of artwork or anything else that catches 
their imagination as long as it uses materials which were 
destined for the bin. The best projects will be featured on 
the Environmental Society section of the school website, 
as well as winning points for their house.

Environmental Society also wrote news articles and a 
blog on a range of issues from ‘Why learning a language 
could help to solve the climate crisis’ to a response to 
‘Scientists Warn 12 Years to Save Planet’. The Society 
meets remotely every Friday to discuss and debate a 
variety of environmental issues. Students can upload work 
in the form of essays and videos into their virtual locker. 
They can record their school, co-curriculum and outside 
school achievements and activities such as volunteering, 
teamwork and leadership. As they progress, they build 
up their profile ready for creating their own references 
for work experience, apprenticeships and higher 
education. Reflecting on and recording their successes 
and competencies helps boost students’ confidence.

Chemistry Journal
Congratulations to editor Surya Senthilkumar and 
all the students who contributed to the first issue of 
the Olavian Chemistry Journal. This is a superb piece 
of collaborative work, achieved throughout lockdown. 
It features a diverse selection of topics ranging from 
explosive reactions to electron microscopes. This issue 
aims to display the energy and excitement of the world 
of chemistry, as well as the dedicated passion of the 
writers of this journal.

‘Oxygen’
Well done to Year 9 student, Avdesh Dagar, who 
produced an excellent webpage in response to an 
enrichment activity set by the Chemistry department.

Periodic Table
This beautiful periodic table island was created by Year 
12 student, Sarah, after reading ‘The Periodic Table’ by 
Peter Atkins.

Cambridge Chemistry Challenge
64 students took part in this year’s remote Challenge 
and were presented with various scenarios and contexts 
to apply their chemical knowledge and mathematical 
skills to solve a selection of problems. The tests are 
mainly designed for Year 12 students, so huge credit 
must be given to the nine Year 11 students who took 
part this year. Well done to all students and thank you 
to Dr Carpenter for her supervision, organisation and 
administration of the tests.
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Students’ Work

                      Indumita Prakash - Year 13

                          Joshua Aderanti - Year 13
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                                                                                                                                                              James Hayes - Year 13



English & Drama
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The Faculty of English & Drama

Despite having our year cut short, we are very proud 
of what our students have achieved.  Our English 

Ambassadors created their first journal of creative writing 
and academic articles on subjects ranging from favourite 
authors to the importance of Science Fiction. Edited by 
Year 11 student, Jamie Perry, it showcases the talents and 
wide-ranging interests of students from Year 7 to 11 and 
is available for perusal on the school website.  Daniel 
Richardson organised a successful spelling Bee for Year 
9 students and as we were unable to complete this for 
the other year groups, we look forward to doing more of 
them next year.  We also took the ambassadors in Year 
7 and 8 to see ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ 
at The Bridge Theatre for a very enjoyable evening out.

Our students have also had the opportunity to 
contribute to other publications.  Year 9 students have 
collated class anthologies of work that focusses on their 
own cultural heritage, celebrating the cultural diversity 
we enjoy at St Olave’s.  An anthology of poetry from 
students of different ages, titled ‘The Power of the Pen’ 
has complemented the school’s focus on positive mental 
health for our students, and to coincide with Black 
History Month we also published the third edition of 
our Black History Month magazine with an incredible 
range of fascinating articles.  This year, students have 
had the opportunity to participate in Newsquest, a 
young reporter scheme that publishes student articles, 
and it has been interesting reading the range of subjects 
our students have reported on.  Our playwriting group 
excelled this year, all finishing inventive and imaginative 
plays that were engaging and thought provoking.  
Jennifer Farmer, the playwright, supported us by leading 
a workshop and giving some feedback on their drafts. 
Sadly, we were unable to have our festival of new writing 
this year, but the students should be very proud of 
what they accomplished.   During lockdown students 
responded to the situation through creative writing and 
this will be collated into The Coronavirus Chronicles, 
in an attempt to help us understand the new normal 
through poetry and stories.

We also worked on developing our students’ 
presentational and public speaking skills.  In December 
Year 9 and 10 students took part in the annual Speak 
Up, Speak Out Challenge, a day of workshops to help 
students create and deliver engaging speeches.  We 
also took part in preparations for the Chartwell public 
speaking competition.  Our Literature Society run by 
Sixth Form students, Rachel Hawes and Aran Grover, 
has also given students the opportunity to present on 

their own literary interests to their peers.

We have had three shows this year.  In October we 
started with the Black History Month show, enjoying 
poetry and novel readings, a performance of an extract 
from ‘The Barbershop Chronicles’ and plenty of music 
and singing to celebrate the contribution of black artists 
to British culture.  It certainly was a celebration and 
our students were wonderful.  In February we enjoyed 
‘Showstoppers’, an evening of extracts from different 
musicals.  This is always a very enjoyable evening as the 
students dance and sing the night away, proving yet 
again, just how talented they are. We benefitted from the 
dance choreography of our new English teacher Miss 
Smith with ‘One Short Day’ being a particular highlight.  
In March, we were fortunately just in time to perform 
our production of Arthur Miller’s ‘The Crucible’ before 
the school closed.  This ambitious play is set during the 
Salem Witch trials, written by Miller to comment on 
the witch hunts against communists, led by Senator 
Joseph McCarthy, in America.  It is an intense piece of 
theatre and our students rose to the challenge admirably, 
benefitting from costumes made by the returning science 
teacher Mrs Maltman.  A big thank you to her for her 
efforts.  Mrs Maltman also organised for 12 students to 
attend an audition day for the National Youth Theatre at 
the start of March, and we were delighted to hear that 
Josh Williams Ward has been offered a place.  Well done 
Josh!

Our Theatre Society were only able to see two shows this 
year, but we all had a lovely evening before Christmas at 
The Old Vic seeing ‘A Christmas Carol’.  It was a magical 
production of the Dickens classic, made even better by 
the mince pies and satsumas handed out on arrival.A 
real Christmas treat! Our second outing was to see 
‘Touching The Void’ at The Duke of York Theatre.  This 
was a thrilling piece that told the story of Joe Simpson’s 
incredible survival after a mountaineering accident in 
which he was presumed dead.  During the lockdown 
we continued with a virtual drama club, tackling a range 
of Shakespeare plays and some modern texts, and even 
trying to record a group song from ‘Dear Evan Hansen’.

Finally I would like to express my appreciation to the 
students for their hard work during the lockdown, to 
thank my wonderful team in the English department for 
their hard work and commitment to the students, and 
to congratulate Miss Smith on making such a fantastic 
contribution in her first year at the school. We look 
forward to next year, particularly to welcoming back 
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Mrs Metcalfe from her maternity leave, and hopefully a 
return to familiar school life. 

Year 11 Writing Day
As 50% of the Language GCSE is writing a piece of 
fiction and a piece of non-fiction, we devoted a day 
to developing our students’ skills in this area. With 
workshops focussing on ‘character and plot’, ‘setting and 
structure’ and ‘enriching non-fiction’ students were given 
the opportunity to focus on these skills. It is now up to 
them to utilise and develop them further in preparation 
for their upcoming mocks and beyond.

Year 10 ‘Speak Up, Speak Out’ Challenge
Sixty Year 10 students took part in a public speaking 
day. The students delivered high quality speeches and six 
students were chosen to go on to compete to win the 
place of finalist. Congratulations to all the students who 
took part.

Theatre Society
Our first trip to see ‘A Christmas Carol’ at The Old Vic 
Our first Theatre Society trip was the festive favourite ‘A 
Christmas Carol’. With mince pies and satsumas being 
handed out on arrival, followed by a superb ensemble 
piece we couldn’t fail to feel full of joy by the end of the 
evening. It was a great way to kick off the Christmas 
season and a reminder to be grateful for everything we 
have. ‘The Power of the

Newsquest
Our Young Reporters are writing superb articles 
and I would urge you to go on to the site www.
thisislocallondon.co.uk and look under Young Reporter 
to read their work. Recently uploaded articles include; 
‘The Booming UK Music Industry’ by Derin Burke, 
‘Are Exams Really Beneficial’ by Oliver McCabe, ‘The 
Big Step up to League Two’ by Leo Walton and ‘Social 
Pressure’ by Ivan Richardson.

A Level trips to see ‘Jerusalem’ and 
‘Arcadia’
In November our Year 13 students went to see a 
production of Tom Stoppard’s ‘Arcadia’ in preparation 
for their coursework. In December our Year 12 students 
had the opportunity to see Jez Butterworth’s ‘Jerusalem’, 
starring Mark Rylance. Our A level students are studying 
this modern play and have enjoyed the opportunity to 
see the live production starring one of our finest actors.

English Ambassadors
Our English Ambassadors are hard at work. Daniel 
Richardson is organising a Spelling Bee for Year 9 with 

other games and competitions to follow. Students are 
busy writing their articles for the Ambassador journal 
with Rohan Selva-Radov being the first to submit his 
article, on the merits of Science Fiction. We can’t wait 
to see what else our students produce. Jamie Perry is our 
chief editor and will be supported by a team of editors 
for each section. We are currently organising a trip, for 
ambassadors in Year 7 and 8, to see ‘The Lion, The Witch 
and The Wardrobe’ at The Bridge Theatre. A trip for the 
older ambassadors to follow

In Lessons
Year 7 have been working on their poetry skills. Initially 
studying the work of well-known poets in lessons 
before researching and delivering presentations on a 
poet of their choice. Year 8 have been working studying 
Shakespearean comedies. Year 9 are developing their 
analytical skills. Year 10 have been working on their 
language analysis and using these to improve their own 
writing skills, and Year 11 have been working towards 
their mock exams for both English Language and 
Literature. Year 12 have started studying ‘The Merchant’s 
Tale’ and ‘Hamlet’, while Year 13 are working towards 
their mock exam, preparing for the gothic paper, and 
their extended coursework.

Poet Laureate 2020
We have had some fantastic entries for the competition 
to be Olavian Poet Laureate 2020. Our shortlisted 
poets are Jamie Perry, Joshua Williams Ward, Joe 
Davies and Shreyas Bharadwaj. These students will 
deliver their poems live to test their public speaking and 
presentational skills as the poet will need to read their 
work to their peers. Special mention must also go to Year 
7 entries from Shaurya Mehta and Ryan Tran who will 
certainly be poets to watch in the future!

Chartwell Public Speaking
 Two teams from years 10 and 12 started their training 
for the annual Chartwell public speaking competition 
this week. Guests from Chartwell outlined the format 
of a chair and a main speaker and explained the link to 
Sir Winston Churchill. The students impressed with 
some excellent background knowledge about Churchill’s 
leadership and role in WW2. They are now busy planning 
and drafting speeches ready for a visit to Chartwell in 
March when there is further training from a political 
speech writer and an RSC actor. The competition takes 
place in June 2020.

Year 9 ‘Speak Up, Speak Out’ Challenge
Thirty Year 9 students took part in a public speaking 
training day to develop their presentational skills. They 
delivered speeches ranging from the meat industry, to 
music, to social media. Congratulations to our five semi-
finalists. They will be delivering their speeches again 
to decide on the finalist and reserve that will compete 
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against students from other schools in Bromley. 

Olavian Playwrights
 Professional playwright Jennifer Farmer led a fantastic 
workshop with our playwrights focusing on the 
possibilities of theatre and making plots credible. She 
shared her experience with the students and inspired 
them to keep working on their own plays. The students 
are now redrafting their work and rehearsing with their 
casts on rehearsed readings, or full productions of their 
plays, which will be performed in an exciting Festival of 
New Writing later this year. We also enjoyed a trip to 
the National Theatre to see Inua Ellam’s ‘Three Sisters’, 

loosely inspired by Chekov’s classic but exploring the 
war between Nigeria and Biafra.

 Black History Month
Our students performed in another superb Black History 
Month show, again focussing on the contribution of 
black artists to British culture including poetry, novels 
and music. This was complemented by another edition 
of our Black History Month magazine with a range of 
fine articles written by our students. Newsquest has also 
launched with students writing articles on local events 
and an article by Derin Burke has been the most read 
article so far! Our playwriting group are making excellent 
progress with writing their own plays for the National 
Theatre competition and will begin workshopping the 
first draft of their plays after half term. Auditions for 
Showstoppers have taken place and auditions for the 
school play, ‘The Crucible’ will take place this week, and 
we will then begin rehearsals. A group of our students 
visited Newstead Wood for their Power of English event 
in which a range of guest speakers highlighted the value 
of studying English in a range of careers. We would be 
very interested to hear from any parents of our students 
who would be happy to speak about the importance of 
English skills to their profession.

Spelling Bee
Year 9 were the first year to participate in a Spelling Bee 
and the standard was impressive. Congratulations to all 
the students who took part, and particular congratulations 

to the team from Bingham who were winners on the 
day. Thank you to Daniel Richardson for his hard work 
organising the event. We look forward to the Year 7 and 
8 competitions coming soon!

Year 7 Lamda Show
Congratulations to all the Year 7 students who performed 
in the recent Lamda sketch show. Thank you to Kate 
Crane and her team who turned the Pavillion into a 
theatre to showcase the work Year 7 have been doing 
this term. It was lovely to see the confidence and talent 
of these young performers. The next Lamda Show takes 
place on 5th March.

 Audition Day
Audition day with NYT Twelve of our students will 
be attending a day of auditions at Townley Grammar 
hoping to join the very prestigious National Youth 
Theatre. They will participate in a series of workshops and 
perform a prepared monologue. We wish them the best 
of luck and thank you to Mrs Maltman for organising 
the opportunity.

 The Lion, Witch and Wardrobe
English Ambassador Trip to see ‘The Lion, Witch 
and the Wardrobe’ at The Bridge Theatre Our English 
Ambassadors enjoyed a trip to the Bridge Theatre to 
watch the C. S Lewis classic story – ‘The Lion, The 
Witch and The Wardrobe’. The boys had a great time 
and were a credit to the school during the trip. Thank 
you to Miss Smith for organising the trip.

 Power of English. Newstead Wood
Nine year 11 boys travelled to Newstead Woods this 
week for a conference to affirm the power of studying 
English in the 21st century. A broad array of speakers 
eloquently outlined the skills they used in their careers, 
gleaned from studying English. Joe England, a barrister 
specialising in employment law, celebrated his ability 
to skim read, choose the right words in court and tell 
convincing stories. Carly Smallman, a professional 
comedian, entertained us with hilarious anecdotes 
about being a struggling stand-up eating tins of beans 
but nevertheless passionate about what she does. She 
enthused about writing every day, explaining that 
she produces lots of material for herself and other 
comedians. She shared a secret with us that she, an 
unassuming housewife from Streatham writes some of 
Frankie Boyle’s most explicit material. She also stressed 
how useful English had been in preparing her to write 
in different voices and see life from new perspectives. 
A CEO of her own accountancy business revealed 
that 75% of her day was communicating with board 
members, clients and staff while a junior doctor confided 
that her communication skills were vital to the success 
of her placement in A&E. Ramzan Karmall told us that 
he was a passionate storyteller giving up Investment 



Olavian 2020– 57

Banking to join the BBC as a business news reporter 
working on Radio 5 Live’s ‘Wake Up To Money’ and 
the ‘Today’ programme on Radio 4. Another speaker, 
Catherine Frankcom, has recently published her debut 
novel having worked in marketing. She studied science 
but realised that it was creating stories that inspired 
her. She spoke affectingly about the benefits to mental 
health of pursuing one’s dreams. Suyin Haynes, senior 
reporter at TIME Magazine, in London, eulogised 
about Bronte’s ‘Jane Eyre’ and Jean Rhys’ ‘Wide Sargasso 
Sea’. Showcasing her interviews with Stormzy and Greta 
Thunberg she wowed us with her exciting and varied 
role. The session convinced us all that English provides 
vital skills for the modern world and proved to be a 
thoroughly enjoyable occasion. Professions mentioned 
which are relevant to English studies included: barrister, 
solicitor, journalist, accountant, police detective, theatre 
and music producer, novelist, broadcaster, UN executive, 
diplomat, academic and teacher.

National Youth Theatre Audition Day
In a first for St Olave’s, 12 Year 9 - 13 pupils attended 
auditions held at Townley Grammar School. All pupils 
took part in group workshops with some hilarious and 
inventive improvisations from the boys before individuals 
performed their prepared monologues to the NYT 
assessors. After a fantastic day we must wait until May 
to find out if anyone has been invited to follow in the 
footsteps of the likes of Eddie Redmayne and Benedict 
Cumberbatch in becoming members of this prestigious 
company.

Globe Theatre
The ‘Scottish play’ proved a huge success with Year 
7 at the Globe. Updated for 2020 and abridged to a 

ninety- minute version there was plenty of action, blood 
and gore for the students to enjoy. The group stood in 
the pit with the witches surrounding them on podiums, 
passed Birnam Wood branches to the front and were 
mesmerised by confetti as Macbeth celebrated his 
coronation.  The costumes were a highlight with the cobalt 
blue of Scotland cutting a dash in beautifully tailored 
coats and the English depicted as the vanquishing force 
in white. A pregnant Lady Macbeth made for a chilling 
representation of the evil queen. This was an excellent 
introduction to Shakespeare in performance.

Showstoppers
Congratulations to all students who took part in 
Showstoppers.  The audience was taken to the West 
End with songs from ‘Wicked’, ‘Phantom of the Opera’ 
and ‘Hamilton’ to name just a few. It was an immense 
pleasure to see the array of talent on show.

LAMDA
Students presented their exam pieces in the pavilion to 
parents and friends as a rehearsal for their assessment. 
Students had worked hard with their teachers to learn 
their lines, perform with confidence and capture the 
mood. Many were witty duologues, while there were 
also more serious scenes from ‘An Inspector Calls and 
Of Mice and Men’. This was a valuable opportunity of 
prepare and enjoy the experience of performing in front 
of a live audience’.

 High Achievement
Aaron Sanjeevan achieved a Distinction in his LAMDA 
Grade 8 (Gold Medal) Acting exam, having already 
gained a Distinction in both his Grade 6 and 7 exams.
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Students’ Work
O Clouds Unfold

There were days when mauve clouds would bring

the wild light of wonder; it would whirl around me

and elucidate young performers on a stage. My

favourite tale: launching a rocket like an arrow from a 
bow, 

space explorers bound from star to star. Bullet points of

a research paper, underlined by a smile sent kindling 
with the burning

embers of the stories we shared; memories on a film of 
immutable gold.

There were days when mauve clouds would bring

the hurling rain upon drenched fields, and you’d throw 
me

a stunning, yearning pass. I’d leap and land in an infinite 
library, my

lost poems erased, pages among a wreck of splintered 
arrows,

but, in time, I have always depended on the kindness of 

friends (a new story, after A Streetcar Named Desire)...

Edwin Roberts - Year 13

My Son  

My son, My son who would run to me shouting 
‘mama’, ‘mama, look what I found’ My son who 

would look at me, eyes like pools of innocence that etched 
holes in my soul, as I tied his shoelaces, adjusted his tie, 
dusted his suit, as I watched his now manly frame march 
out the door Now walks head high, shoulders broad, 
sharp like the swords his ancestors would use to fight 
on their Calvary’s horses, through the gates of hell, into 
that abyss that Satan himself revels in My son who spent 
his childhood days running the summer fields, as the sun 
sprinkled shining rays over his skin, a smile plastered on 
his face, like a bandage, wrapping him completely in joy 
My son who on those days would play with toy planes 
and kites, engaging in combat, becoming a hero, as if a 
prophecy only he could have ever seen Now holds in his 

hand, heavy machinery, that rifle, and he stares at it, as 
if it were the toys of his childhood, only now it is not a 
game My son who once was barely even up to my waist, 
a miniature of the man that he has become now My son 
whose feet once pattered against the floor, like torrents 
of rain in a thunderstorm, when he first learnt to walk, 
Now thunders his feet against the wet mud, charging, 
bolting, racing My son whose lips used to suckle on 
my bosom My son whose laughter twinkled in the air 
like the magical, enchanting sound of wind-chimes, 
Now groans face planted in the ground, as if screaming 
to his forefathers, demanding an answer as to why his 
life has been stripped, torn, ripped away from his hands 
before he could even firmly grip it My son who when I 
bore him on Christmas Eve, cried with tears that never 
fell, cried till I held him, cradled him peacefully in my 
arms My son who on Christmas morn, lay sleeping, the 
image of serenity, my ceasefire in the war of life, Now lies 
lifeless, laying unmoving, unbreathing, the exact image 
of the young boy that slept peacefully in my arms, Only 
now he is dead. My son, his blood seeps out flows out 
like a river, across that barren field, and he gives life. Life 
to that forsaken land, where bodies lay strewn across the 
soil, His blood purchased the freedom you have today, 
though only a portion of the currency of blood that we 
paid, His blood paid the price. And it bore life.

Victoria Akinelye - Year 13 (Poet Laureate) 

Vexatious, Highly ranked, ‘Humble’ Harry 
Plotter: The Hero who’s Really a Zero

What a cliché: JK Rowling has presented us with 
the logically impossible. Harry Potter, the Boy 

Who Lived, but he is not all that he seems. Let’s ruin 
your childhood forever… 

Hey, remember the days when you gave in to your English 
teacher, who was begging you to read Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s Stone? Well, I hope you asked what 
on earth a philosopher was. No? I wouldn’t blame you. 
But forget the cries of your naive English teacher, and 
let us take a stroll through Diagon Alley, the origins of 
Harry. The truth is a beautiful and terrible thing, so take 
caution and be prepared. Potter gets left on a doorstep 
to freeze to death before being snatched in by a couple 
of bad intentions. By some glitch-in-the matrix chance, 
Harry survives and becomes a wizard. I wonder to this 
day how Potter even knew how to speak English. I expect 
Vernon to have shredded his reading homework. Harry 
is lucky enough to survive his childhood, so why does he, 
the hated child, the pitied one, the ‘chosen’ one, deserve 
any attention? Haven’t we seen enough neglection in the 
Graveyard Book? Does Nobody see where I’m coming 
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from?

Every book must end in a happily ever after in Harry 
Potter’s realm: Potter, lying in bed being examined 
carefully by a red-haired dimwit and a nerd who should 
have no friends. “But what’s wrong with happily ever 
after in a children’s book?” Listen, who said Harry Potter 
was a children’s book? I think anyone would agree that 
a slenderman-resemblant figure, petrifying creatures 
and gruesome deaths belong in an 18 rated horror film. 
Fair, one happily ever after is OK, but seven sickly-sweet 
books with the ending of Harry in the ‘heroic’ hospital 
bed?

Ridikkulus! Repeat after me – Riddikkulus!

I used to (and still to this day) despise the mischievous 
plans of little Harry Plotter: I’m not much of a 
troublemaker myself. Always sneaking away, always 
having a night-time hunt, always under his Invisibility 
cloak – now that I think of it, Snape was right. How 
much worse can a wizard who ‘constantly steps out of 
line’ be? It’s unfortunate that Potter isn’t wiped off the 
face of Earth by Voldemort: You-Know-Who is kind 
enough to attack only at the end of the school year.

So now you have the truth – a beautiful and terrible truth 
that should be treated with caution, and I now have only 
one incantation left for you …

Avada Kedavra!  

Jawad Uddin - Year 9  

What words have I? 

What words have I?

Who never sat beneath that scarlet sky? Who 
never saw the poppies bloom Like blood sprung out the 
world’s new wound What words have I? For those who 
fell and lost their lives Who am I to them, whose fatal 
story ends, ‘pro patria mori’? They sit now, beyond our 
eyes In some patriotic paradise For it’s to them we owe 
our lives For their righteous sacrifice To never share their 
time with friends To never laugh and love again To never 
see their children born From their future portraits torn 
So what’s to say that’s not been said? By better voices, 
those that bled. By Mary, Owen, Sassoon, McCrae. 
Brooke, Kipling, Wyn and Graves What man am I to 
stand before These men who felt and wept and saw I’m 
a boy who’s known no war Whose world from out their 
wounds was born What words have I? I think it’s best 
to sit in silence And recount on senseless violence And 
hope to shape myself in likeness To those that came 
before So flailing hands, pass me the torch We shall not 

break the faith you bought With your stoic, noble lives 
Long may we recognise your sacrifice I shall remember 
So what’s to say that’s not been said? By better voices, 
those that bled. By Mary, Owen, Sassoon, McCrae. 
Brooke, Kipling, Wyn and Graves What man am I to 
stand before These men who felt and wept and saw I’m 
a boy who’s known no war Whose world from out their 
wounds was born What words have I? I think it’s best 
to sit in silence And recount on senseless violence And 
hope to shape myself in likeness To those that came 
before So flailing hands, pass me the torch We shall not 
break the faith you bought With your stoic, noble lives 
Long may we recognise your sacrifice I shall remember.

Ben Davies - Year 12 (Poet Laureate) 

 

Our Father 
He stumbled blindly, clambering His way through that 
gilded golden effervescent light cast across His land. He 
bellowed a guttural cry which resounded across His sky 
as thunder, which shrieked through the landscape as 
pure lightning. Then, He paused and surveyed the lower 
kingdom, where He cast His spawn. He gazed as they 
undertook their sole mission. It was because of their 
rituals, their sacrifices and their priests that he received 
sustenance, after all. He had no will to live; everything 
He had once done was done by His children now. He 
wondered whether His children would one day be like 
him, with no job, no boundary to expand, eternally 
trapped in their own regrets and woes. For a moment, 
His frenzied, vacant eyes focused as for a stolen moment, 
He realised what He had become. What his countless 
covenants and creations had brought Him to. He was 
no God anymore. A tear rolled down His weathered 
immortal cheek and down His ravaged white beard. 
He began to sob uncontrollably and continued down 
the beaten path, mumbling and muttering incoherently, 
His broken staff in hand. What sort of God was He, he 
mused in His own meandering, purposeless way, that He 
could not protect His own children? 

 The children of God?

 Aashman Kumar - Year 8

How New Technology Can Change the 
Future of Banking

In 1994, when Bill Gates said, “Banking is necessary, 
banks are not,” it would’ve seemed rather far-fetched. 

Now, with new technology revolutionising the world 
of retail banking, it doesn’t seem that outlandish at all. 
Challenger banks like Monzo- which alone has over 
1 million users- question what it means to be a bank, 
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providing a strong alternative to the standard banking 
model. And the rise of cryptocurrencies, through their 
increasing effectiveness and reliability, looks to change 
not only established high-street banks, but the entire 
retail banking system. Technology is totally reforming 
retail banking, and over the next 20 years the system we 
have grown to recognise, could have gone forever.

Challenger banks have rapidly risen to prominence over 
the last decade. Focussing on online banking, they are 
able to avoid all the costs which arise from running 
high street branches, allowing them to offer more 
competitive interest rates, and still make a profit. This is 
made possible through the major increase in mobile and 
internet banking, which continues to become safer and 
simpler for the user. This explains its rapidly increasing 
usage: in 2015 we transferred over £1 billion each day by 
mobile devices, and in 2019 73% of people say they use 
internet mobile banking regularly, a rise from just 30% in 
2007 (BBC News,2015). It is difficult to see how banks 
can continue to run these branches without suffering 
losses, with so many customers preferring to use mobile 
banking; and in twenty years-time a high street branch 
could be a rare sight. However, the impacts of this would 
be wide ranging. In 2016 only 53% of single pensioners 
had internet access, and 4 in 10 said they struggled to use 
a computer due to poor eyesight or stiff fingers (Claer 
Barrett FT, 27 March 2017); clearly these changes could 
be difficult for some. On the other hand, online banking 
is far more convenient for customers who can access 
it, and also makes banking more accessible for young 
people. The banks were quick to reject the governments 
“last bank in town” proposal and the steady reduction of 
high street branches shows banks have every intention of 
withdrawing from many high streets around the UK. The 
new-found competition from challenger banks will force 
established banks to continue to change, and if they do 
not abandon their high street branches, then challenger 
banks will continue to loosen the grip of the established 
banks, on the retail market.

In a similar vein, cryptocurrencies, Fintech and other 
online payment systems offer a viable alternative to 
transferring money through banks. Cryptocurrencies 
have proven to be safe, reliable and secure; offering, 
for the first time, a strong alternative to bank transfer. 
With cryptocurrencies there is rarely a transfer fee 
and their systems are effective in preventing fraud and 
identity theft, making them a good option. The Bitcoin 
bubble showed that there is an excitement around 
cryptocurrencies, clearly many people are keen to use, and 
confident in, this new technology feeling there is money 
to be made here; indicating there is a lot of potential for 
other cryptocurrencies. If people do make the change to 
use this new “currency”, then it will completely change 
the whole banking system – banks would no longer 
have a monopoly on all transfers of money and could 

have to rethink their entire organisation. There would 
however be wider consequences if this were to occur, as 
cryptocurrencies are not regulated by the government, 
the currency would be less stable and not backed up by 
any authority; whilst the lack of regulation could lead 
to a surge in online crime, with criminals using the 
cryptocurrency to secretly transfer money. The growth 
of PayPal – another alternate way to transfer money 
– shows that people are willing to move to use other 
systems to move their money, perhaps a swing towards 
cryptocurrency could be nearer than we think. 

Retail banking is certainly changing, and whilst I 
wouldn’t go as far as to say, “banks are not necessary,” I 
would certainly say they are now in a far more competitive 
market. Through the power of technology smaller 
businesses like challenger banks are starting to rise and 
cryptocurrencies now offer an alternative to using banks 
to store and move money. Technology has revolutionized 
modern banking, and as far as I can tell it will continue 
to do so. In 20 years-time retail banking will be slimmed 
down, with banks focussing on their online services, and 
high street branches may be a far rarer sight.

William Lawson - Year 10

“Blanche is weak, vulnerable and, 
ultimately, a passive victim.” In light of 
this comment, discuss the character of 
Blanche

To agree with this comment is to wholly misjudge 
Williams’ intentions when writing the character 

of Blanche DuBois, and instead perpetuates the cruel 
impassivity and total lack of empathy so emblematic of 
the developing society about which he writes: whether 
this society is New Orleans, the patriarchy, America, or 
humanity. Blanche shows very little weakness throughout 
the play, but rather is broken by her past, she is vulnerable 
only in so far as her situation is menacing, and Blanche is 
at no point passive; she clings to what she can control as 
the rest of her autonomy is stripped by her surroundings 
and, ultimately, the only thing she succumbs to is her 
inescapable fate.

Blanche is not weak by nature, but rather she has 
been irreversibly damaged. For example, the constant 
reminders of her inescapable demise can be seen 
through the use of plastic theatre. The mournful blue 
piano features in almost every scene of the play, acting 
as a reminder that in the same way that blues music is 
inextricably linked to its roots in slavery, she is shackled 
to her own past. The motif of the “rising polka” that is 
cited in many of the scenes also acts to characterise her 
madness to the audience, as she is unable to escape the 
music inside her head; the frenzied, accelerating dance 
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is reflective of her all-consuming self-blame for Allan’s 
suicide that shows us Blanche is neither irrational nor 
hysterical, but surviving a constant battle, both internally 
and externally which she can fundamentally never win. 
Furthermore, her predisposed disadvantage is shown 
through the formalist theory of diction in several ways. 
The allusions surrounding Blanche show that almost 
all the audience sees of her is a façade, which only 
suggests she is compensating for insecurity and trauma, 
not weakness. For example, Blanche tells Stella she has 
had to “put on the soft colours of butterfly wings”. The 
colour imagery of “soft colours” suggests that she has to 
blend in with the background to be safe. This highlights 
that she is not weak, but rather doing what it takes to 
survive, even if this involves perpetuating patriarchal 
expectations and subduing her own personality, which 
is a sacrifice closer to strength than it is to weakness. 
Furthermore, butterflies are delicate and live only for a 
short period of time, symbolic of her fragile psyche and 
her fate. Perhaps the fact that, like a butterfly, she was 
expected to die younger, for example during the disease 
that killed most of her family, and that therefore her 
desperation to cling to her youth is a way to compensate 
for her being “incongruous to her surroundings”, placing 
her not just aesthetically, but anachronistically in the 
role of the “outsider” in the Southern Gothic genre. 
Moreover, fundamentally the strongest allusion that 
suggests Blanche is not weak but ill-fated is the fact that 
she is travelling to “Elysian Fields”, the resting place for 
Ancient Greek heroes; not only does this suggest she is 
fated from the start to meet her demise, but also suggests 
that the afterlife, however hypothetical, is the only place 
in which she will be recognised for her toil and labours 
and seen as a hero for enduring what she has, rather than 
a villain for the coping mechanisms on which she has 
relies.

Blanche is only vulnerable due to the malice of her 
surroundings, and her desperation to trust people with 
what is left of her life ultimately leads her to be exploited 
by all the characters in the play: Stella can reassure 
herself that she is doing what she can, but ultimately 
does not save her; Stanley can use her to emphasise his 
own masculinity to the point of raping her to fuel his 
power complex; and Mitch can find the love he seeks, 
while finally rejecting Blanche to prove to himself and 
the others that he can take his life in his own hands, 
rather than needing the “sugar-tit” the men laugh 
about in Scene 2. From this epithet onwards, we know 
that Blanche is in a desperate situation and vulnerable 
to abuses of power. Hart Crane writes “to chase the 
visionary company of love”, suggesting that Blanche, 
understandably, seeks comfort in the “company” of a 
basic emotion; this reiterates the idea that Blanche can 
rely on abstract concepts such as “love”, “desire” and 
her own PTSD more than she can rely on any of the 
characters in the play, who ultimately all desert her. 

Furthermore, Crane refers to “each desperate choice”, 
already imposing the semantic field of carnal desires 
and last resort options through the adjective “desperate”. 
Blanche’s vulnerability is a recurring theme throughout 
“A Streetcar Named Desire”, shown by her stark 
juxtaposition with the other characters. For example, at 
the poker game in Scene 2, the men are introduced by 
the “raw colours of childhood spectrum” that they wear. 
The colour imagery here eludes to bold primary colours, 
which immediately create antithesis between them and 
Blanche, as even visually they dominate her. The carnal 
adjective “raw” also connotes mercilessness and incivility, 
further emphasised by the chronological reference to 
“childhood”, a time during which social standards and 
appearance, both things which define Blanche, have yet 
to be developed. Finally, the trope of light is inextricable 
from Blanche and her philosophy. While we see her 
nervously repeat a tricolon of interrogatives when Mitch 
offers to switch on the light, with “light? Which light? 
What for?”, this one desire to keep herself in the shadow 
is perpetually overridden. For example, “the headlight of 
the locomotive glares” when she hugs Mitch, showing 
that even though she thinks she has finally achieved 
her goal of being able to “rest”, the outside world is still 
prying on her privacy and honing on her every flaw. 
The locomotive is a symbol, much like the streetcar, of 
Blanche’s inability to settle in one place or with one 
person: she is effectively an emotional refugee, constantly 
fleeing psychological wreckage.

Finally, Blanche is far from being passive. She continually 
struggles against herself, others and society to maintain 
a hold on the one thing over which she has control: her 
image; though this, too, is eventually sequestered from 
her grasp. For example, Blanche attempts to control her 
own life, as shown through the trope of paper throughout 
the play; the “paper moon”, “cardboard sea”, “paper doll” 
and “paper lantern” all reflect Blanche’s desire to be have 
a future, or at least present, that is mouldable to her will, 
that she can build up and destroy as she needs. Tragically, 
the only aspect of paper that Blanche receives from her 
situation is that it all dissolves irretrievably: the “moon”, 
symbolic of hope, is taken from her when she is taken 
to a lunatic asylum at the end of the play; the “sea” of 
memories she has are never appeased, and her ghosts 
remain with her after everyone else has abandoned her; 
her role as a “doll” is only perpetuated so that she can be 
commodified by Stanley; and the “lantern” of her façade 
is ripped away by Mitch and Stanley to reveal her privacy 
and intimacy to the outside world, making even her 
own history no longer hers. Legally, Blanche’s body is 
the only thing she owns at this point, and while Stanley 
violates this when the implication is that he rapes her, 
she still tries to maintain as much control over it as she 
can. Obsessively cleansing herself, the motif of “she’s 
bathing” and “I’m going to take a hot bath” can suggest 
both that she is trying to clean herself of her promiscuous 
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and sinful past, and that she has to take obsessively 
good care of herself because nobody else will, showing 
an extravagant self-sufficiency. This juxtaposes brutally 
ironically with her last line, “I have always depended 
on the kindness of strangers”. She tries to manipulate 
her image by faking emotions throughout the play. For 
example, she has a “tight, artificial smile” when Mitch 
does not appear for her birthday, suggesting that while 
Blanche already does not appear mentally well to the 
audience, we question how much worse she is below the 
surface. The cosmetic adjective “artificial”, perpetuates 
the ongoing juxtaposition of realism and surrealism, 
both in the plastic theatre of the play and the characters’ 
actions themselves. Perhaps the most striking example 
of Blanche’s forced composure is after Stanley gives her 
the “birthday remembrance” of a one-way ticket back 
to Laurel, where we hear her “coughing and retching” 
off stage. This scatological language immediately makes 
the audience inherently uncomfortable, and the fact that 
Stanley is seemingly immune to his manipulative cruelty 
having elicited a physical reaction in his sister-in-law, 
seeks to emphasise his sub-human levels of empathy. 
Despite this heart-wrenching grief and horror that tears 
through Blanche’s psyche into her physical form, she still 
gets up, comes out of the bathroom, and quite literally 
“faces the music” of the polka. 

This emotional strength is one that the psychologically 
privileged in the play, such as Stanley, could never deign 
imagine, and to label Blanche as “weak” or “passive” is 
to undermine her daily struggle to forgive herself for 
Allan’s suicide, to forget the death that surrounded her 
childhood, and to find the opportunity to “rest” that she 
craves. As Hart Crane suggests in the epithet, “to chase 
the visionary company of love” is all humanity can seek to 
achieve, and yet Blanche is never given the honour: Allan 
can never return her love, Stella’s love cannot protect her 
from brutality, and Mitch takes his away to protect his 
own image. Fundamentally, Blanche overcomes not only 
the American Dream’s desire to crush her entire class, 
and the death and disease that takes her family, but also 
the disgrace of prostituting herself to local soldiers and 
customers of the Hotel Flamingo. Therefore, to suggest 
that Blanche, and all the women that she represents, 
are “weak” is to redefine unattainably the concept of 
“strength”.

Camille Saunders - Year 13

Why we should all be reading sci-fi
I was recently gifted with my dad’s entire teenage sci-fi 
collection, after it was evicted from its residence of 35 
years in a dusty box tucked away in my grandmother’s 
basement. Neither of my grandparents wanted the books 
constantly reminding them of the joys of parenting, 

and my dad had no desire to rekindle the flames of his 
childhood love for all things futuristic, so the books fell 
to me.

This sudden acquisition of so many Isaac Asimov, Philip 
K. Dick, and Frank Herbet novels (to name a few) led 
me to question the value of reading science fiction. Is 
this genre one that it is especially important to read, 
or should it be left as a sanctuary for the Comicon-
obsessed, socially inept, Caltech professors that we have 
all come to know and love through shows like The Big 
Bang Theory?

It is clear to me that reading anything, particularly 
fiction, has an immense value in and of itself. Countless 
studies have shown that reading can slow the progress 
of, or even prevent, neurodegenerative diseases like 
Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s; that books help to relieve 
stress by giving you an endless number of other worlds to 
escape to; and that those who read regularly have larger 
vocabularies, longer attention spans, and better writing 
skills. All this, of course, takes as a given what is arguably 
the most significant – and obvious – benefit of reading: it 
is an extremely exciting, entertaining, and enjoyable way 
to spend your time.

What I am interested in, though, is the relative benefit 
of reading science fiction. Beyond the benefits of reading 
more generally, does this genre have an advantage over 
others?

First, though, how do we define science fiction? It has 
always been closely linked to fantasy, leading some to 
say that the two are no different, and should together 
be labelled as “science fantasy”. The Epic of Gilgamesh, 
the oldest surviving great literary text dating from 
circa 2100BC, is often cited as the first piece of science 
fiction. To a modern audience, however, it would be more 
recognisable as a piece of dystopian fantasy, due to its 
lack of the scientific terminology and inventions that we 
associate with sci-fi. This distinction is made most clearly 
by Arthur C. Clarke, who said that “science fiction is 
something that could happen—but you usually wouldn’t 
want it to. Fantasy is something that couldn’t happen—
though you often only wish that it could.”

What, then, is science fiction? Most of those who have 
tried to define it agree that: a) it asks the question “What 
if…?”, b) it uses the advancement of technology as the 
springboard for its questioning, and c) it deals with how 
humans would interact with this new technology. Not 
everyone agrees if science fiction could be set in the past 
(“What if the Cuban Missile Crisis led to nuclear war?”), 
or if futuristic writing is necessarily sci-fi. Here, though, 
I will take a broad definition of science fiction: “a piece 
of writing that explores the consequences of an imagined 
technological advancement”.
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One of the most famous pieces of science fiction is 
1984. This value of reading this novel is clear – it is a 
thought-provoking piece of fiction that encourages the 
reader to consider how technological advances could 
lead to the creation of an all-encompassing police state. 
So, the first benefit of reading sci-fi is that it encourages 
us to consider the possible future implications of our 
present actions. The second benefit is linked to this. One 
of Isaac Asimov’s books, Foundation, uses the premise 
that a mathematician creates a field called psychohistory, 
in which he is able to predict the likely future using a 
complex algorithm. The mathematician then refuses to 
share his findings with anyone, to prevent people acting 
upon them, rendering the predictions useless. Science 
fiction’s predictions might also suffer the same fate: by 
getting us to think of possible future disasters, we are 
more aware of their dangers and thus better able to avoid 
them.

The third reason to read science fiction is that it stretches 
your imagination and deepens your understanding of 
the world in ways that other genres cannot. By its very 
nature, sci-fi deals with the cutting edge of science, 
looking into the murky future to predict what might 
happen. This challenges our perceptions of the world, and 
makes us more open-minded in an increasingly polarised 
age. Last, and perhaps most importantly, sci-fi makes us 
more curious people, that are better able to adapt to and 
adopt new inventions and discoveries. The internet, the 
Apollo 11 moon lander, mobile phones; these are just 
a few of many inventions predicted by science fiction 
writers decades – and in some cases centuries – before 
their creation in the real world. In a world increasingly 
oriented towards computers and AI, it is paramount 
that people take an interest in the technologies that will 
inevitably shape our future. Science fiction is one of the 
best ways to do this – it is a glimpse of the future.
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Black History Month Show 2019
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‘The Crucible’
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Chapel
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Chaplaincy

I recently came across someone who spoke to me about 
their time at school and how, even though they did not 

know what they believed, they found solace, peace and 
a haven in the school Chapel. They have gone on to be 
successful in their chosen field but often seek out a chapel 
or church in the city where they can just be and take a 
breath, so to speak, in their daily life. That conversation 
along with many I have had over the years, confirms for 
me the blessing and wonder of a school Chapel.

In this past year we have undergone a facelift in the 
outside area and now have Chapel in bold black lettering 
above the entrance bridge. There is new purple carpet 
and the hope of new chairs once a little of life’s normality 
returns. One of the biggest blessings of the last year has 
been the push toward wellbeing and mental health with 
much of the pastoral work moving toward this part of 
the building. For me I have found incredible blessing 
from Shelby, our wellbeing dog, who had taken to 
accompanying me in the preparation for Communion 
on a Wednesday morning. We have had some lovely 
conversations and he just loves the chapel.

Numbers for our weekly service have grown this past year 
with 35/40 being a regular number coming together. This 
presents its own issues of getting this many blessed and 
receiving and back out to classes on time. We do it, never 
late,  and have the Chapel choir singing as we partake. 
Of course, the Lockdown has presented its own issues, 
no services since March and not for the foreseeable 
future, but we will get there. I have never known God let 
me down yet so I know, even if I want things to speed up 

a bit, He will make it work in the right and appropriate 
time.

As a Point five Chaplain to St. Olave’s there sometimes 
doesn’t seem enough time to do everything or see 
everyone, but the pastoral side of my role is vital. I am 
used to doing everything face to face, so sharing with folk 
by email, over Zoom or Teams has been very different 
but very necessary. Questions as to how we now provide 
the Assembly input, so vital to our Church of England 
distinctiveness, provide the wellbeing and counselling 
help, are being worked out and as always this sort of 
change can be the catalyst for new and innovative ways 
of doing things. Who knew you could record audio on 
Power Point, I do now, and it provides a new way to 
communicate across distance.

Not having our Yearly Commemoration Service at 
Southwark Cathedral was a difficult blow for us all. It is 
so much a part of our school’s life and celebration. I still 
prepared the service order and we published it on the 
website and encouraged students and staff to remember 
past years and to pause that day and remember together 
at 2pm using the order to help us. I know, even at home, 
that I was not alone as we remembered and gave thanks 
for St. Olave’s.

The cohort of year 12 students who were on community 
placement as lockdown hit, will still receive their award 
this year. Many have already asked if they can extend 
placements once things return to a more normal setting. 
I have and will encourage that but also remind them that 
year 13 is a busy year and not to overdo things. 

The spiritual wellbeing of this school is my first 
responsibility. For me it is all about people, their needs as 
they try and move forward and approach life differently. 
I like to think we are all incredibly adaptable, and when 
you see the kindness of so many to others during the 
lockdown period, it reignites my faith in human nature, 
the nature put their by God that is sometimes lost in 
everything else. Having so much more time to be, 
to think, has stripped away much of the business and 
confusion to reveal the simpler side of life, the ability to 
do what needs to be done for ourselves and others, to 
begin to see the wood in the trees.

All my musings come from the privilege of having this 
school Chapel, this place of peace and haven in a busy 
world. This place where we can just pause and take a 
bteath. I cannot say what the future will bring but the 



Olavian 2020– 69

blessings of this place are obvious and wonderful. It’s 
capacity to provide space both physically and mentally, 
to provide refuge, peace, prayer support and awe never 
cease to amaze me. God is in this place and whatever is 
to come we do not face it alone but supported and cared 
for every moment of every day.

Reverend Dr Julie Bowen
        School Chaplain 
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A Year of Music

2019-2020, an academic year of two halves.  The first 
six months musically as full as ever, no one could have 

predicted that, from March, live public performances 
would be suspended.  Fortunately, from September until 
that point, our familiar programme of events took place 
as planned.  The Mid-Term Concerts continued on what 
has over time been an impressive upward trajectory in 
the standard of music-making.  In recent years – this 
being no exception – the quality of performances at 
these events has been particularly pleasing to witness.  
Audiences hear from all age-groups in a range of styles 
and on diverse instruments.  The musicians themselves 
have a platform for their talents and an occasion at which 
to receive encouragement while they develop their skills 
as performers.

The Christmas Concert was again of course one of the 
calendar’s highlights.  The Music Department’s senior 
ensembles all shone at this event and were complemented 
by many excellent small-group and solo items.  It was an 
honour to take our musicians out into the community 
to share with others the gifts and enthusiasm that our 
musical students possess.  The Gospel Choir and Jazz 
Band both performed to audiences outside of St Olave’s 
and both were equally well received.  Several of our 
students also attended an opera and a concert at two 
of London’s prestigious music venues.  Experiences 
such as these are invaluable in the enrichment of music 
education.

Then the shadowy spectre, which had been making its 
way westwards across the globe since the start of 2020, 
finally wrought its long-anticipated havoc upon the UK.  
On Monday 16 March, we reluctantly made the difficult 
decision to cancel the Easter Concert, scheduled for 
the Wednesday of that week.  As frustrating as it was 
to withdraw the showcase for which a large number 
of students had earnestly been preparing for weeks, it 
would have been potentially risky to continue as planned. 
Relatively little still was known about the behaviour of 
the virus at that early stage and effective safety measures 
to protect people were yet to be identified.  With 
school buildings proceeding to close after Friday 20 
March and only re-opening to selected members of the 
school community before the summer break, the Music 
Department also had to forgo the planned Bands Night, 
Jazz Night and Summer Mid-Term Concert.  Our 
singers, organists and brass players lost their opportunity 
to fill Southwark Cathedral with their beautiful sounds at 
our annual service of Commemoration.  Year 8 sambistas 
also missed out on the Activities Week workshop and 
competing for the House Samba Band of the Year trophy 

at the Summer Fun Day.  I hope that our loyal musicians 
and our keen supporters are awaiting even more eagerly 
our next live musical events once the time is right.

COVID-19 has had a huge impact upon music 
worldwide and this period will forever be remembered 
for the extraordinary consequences – both positive and 
negative – of a global pandemic.  What is extremely 
heart-warming to learn is that making music has been 
entertainment, solace, inspiration, a passion and perhaps 
even a healer for people during these challenging 
times.  Music clearly remains very important to people 
everywhere and our students have found some exciting, 
creative ways of expressing its value to them personally.  
Alfie Beston with his father Nick and sister Esme have 
made a number of music videos throughout the lockdown 
period, which have brought joy to many.  Alfie’s band at 
St Olave’s, which performed at the Christmas Concert, 
also collaborated on a socially-distanced recording of 
some of Mr Rees’ favourite tunes!  The Savoy Choristers 
engaged in a similar project.  Each chorister recorded 
himself at home singing his vocal part in Mendelssohn’s 
“Lift Thine Eyes” from Elijah.  The individual tracks 
were then mixed for use in one of the Savoy Chapel’s 
online services, during the period of closure.  Deprived 
of their final chance to perform to an audience whilst 
still students at St Olave’s, the Jazz Band also wanted to 
share one last musical offering.  Three of our departing 
students coordinated and edited the project, in which 
audio and video was seamlessly brought together from 
remotely made recordings and a classic work and Olavian 
concert favourite was brought to life in the digital age.  
These are just some examples of the various ways in 
which music has prevailed, despite musicians lacking the 
opportunity to meet together in person.

It appears for now as though our familiar schedule 
will continue to be disrupted into the next academic 
year.  Nevertheless, as the second half of this year has 
shown, the resilience of Olavian students and staff will 
not permit music to be suppressed. Whatever the “new 
normal” might mean for the future, we will find more 
new ways to ensure music perseveres through adversity.

Matthew Price
        Director of Music 
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Royal Opera House
Year 9 Music GCSE students enjoyed a trip to see the 
ballet ‘Manon’, thanks to the generosity of the Taylor 
Family Foundation.  Manon is an intense, emotional 
story based on a novel published in 1730, choreographed 
by Sir Kenneth MacMillan in 1974 to lush, romantic 
music composed by Massenet in the 19th Century - a 
deep dive into European culture which will help the boys 
with their breadth of musical experience.  

Gospel Choir
As part of a local community initiative, the Gospel Choir 
performed for Christ Church Orpington’s Community 
Club.  The audience were in awe of their superb 
harmonies, all sung a capella, and were led admirably 
by Joyce Adewumi and Victoria Akinleye.  Towards the 
end of the performance, the audience joined in with two 
beautifully sung hymns.  The Reverend Sharon Smith 
was impressed at the confidence and intelligence of the 
performers, who also shared some details about life at St 
Olave’s along with their future aspirations.

Mid-Term Concert
The audience was treated to an evening of outstanding 
performances by many talented instrumentalists and 
vocalists across all age ranges at St Olave’s. Intermediate 
Strings began the programme with a beautiful rendition 
of John Williams’ ‘Hedwig’s Theme’ from the Harry Potter 
films. Arunabh and Lily of Year 12 and 13 respectively 
sang delightfully contrasting English and French songs. 
Guitar Ensemble transported us to another era entirely, 
closing the first half with two short Renaissance pieces.

 After a brief interval, Improvisation Ensemble managed 
to get the audience’s toes tapping with a delightful 
arrangement of Richardson’s ‘Groove Merchant’. Year 9 
student Sean should be highly commended for giving 
the world premiere performance of his own composition 
on the piano, entitled ‘Inevitable’. Kenji of Year 10 
tackled the first movement of Beethoven’s ‘Pathetique’ 
Sonata, which is virtuosic in nature. ‘Lord of The Jazz 
Chickens’, a student-led ensemble consisting of students 
from Year 7 to 11, rounded off the evening with their 
own theme tune, newly composed by Alfie, as well as 

an arrangement of former St Olave’s trumpet teacher 
Martin Bunce’s piece ‘Marianne’.  We would like to 
thank Mr Bullard, Mr Blew and Mr Tarlton for their 
contributions to ensemble items, as well as the PA for 
providing refreshments for performers and audience 
alike.  

High Achievers
Shravan Bharadwaj completed his Violin Diploma in 
Carnatic Music, awarded by the Oriental Exam Board 
London, after 10 years of hard work and taking exams.

 Mayukh Jayagopal achieved 85% in his Grade 5 Classical 
Guitar (Trinity Guildhall).

Rohan Selva-Radov passed his Grade 7 organ exam with 
Distinction and also won the Woodwind Recital Class 
for Years 8 – 10 at the Bromley Music Festival.

Bromley Music Festival
Further student successes at the Bromley Music Festival 
include: Sean Lee who was awarded 1st place and a 
Gold medal for the Grade 7 and 8 Piano Class; Keshav 
Sheshadri who was awarded 1st place for the Year 8 and 
9 Piano Class and Kenji Seanor who competed in four 
different Piano Classes and won the Gwen Massey Cup, 
as well as four medallions. 

Shape Your Own Sound Challenge
Congratulations to Alfie Beston who, despite lockdown, 
entered the SYOS (Shape Your Own Sound) Challenge. 
SYOS is a Paris-based saxophone and clarinet mouthpiece 
company who have set ten musical challenges. It was an 
international competition for all ages and Alfie was the 
winner.

Choristers of the Queen’s Chapel of the 
Savoy
The Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy has had to remain 
closed and will remain so for the foreseeable future. Their 
Sunday services have nevertheless been taking place via 
podcast through Spotify and other platforms (search 
‘Royal Chapel Savoy’).  Only some of these services 
have been able to include choral music sung by members 
of the choir for obvious reasons.  However, thanks to 
technology and the hard work of musicians and those 
with superb sound editing skills, it has been possible to 
incorporate a few recordings featuring just our Olavian 
Choristers.

Jazz 
Our Jazz Band would normally have played in the 
summer concert and to make up for no performance this 
year they put together an online recording of ‘Vehicle’ by 
James Peterik, organised by Year 13 Senior Prefect, Joel 
Kavoor, with video and sound editing by James Bergin 
and Joseph Barradell.
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‘Jazz Chickens’
A band comprising Lower and Middle School students, 
called the ‘Jazz Chickens’, created a video performance 
of a medley of songs.

Musical interludes
Many of our students have been involved in engaging 
with their neighbours during the Clap for our Carers. 
Year 8 student, Yiming, played ‘You Raise Me Up’ on 
the violin and Year 10 student, Rohan, together with 
his neighbours and members of his family, performed 
‘Always Look On The Bright Side of Life’. Well done 
and thank you to everyone who was involved with 
Clap for our Carers.  St. Olave’s has a long tradition of 
providing medical students and many of them will now 
be working on the frontline. We are also aware that there 
will be critical workers and keyworkers in many of our 
families. 

Sixth-Form trip to Blackheath Halls
Situated so close to London’s world-class orchestras, 
choirs and conservatoires, we are often lucky enough 
to receive invitations to attend concerts and seminars 
given by some of our region’s best music professionals 
and students.  Our senior musicians attended a special 
lunchtime concert on 29 November 2019 given by the 
students of Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and 
Dance at Blackheath Halls.  They presented a fantastic 
programme of excerpts of music featuring in the A-level 
specification, including from Mozart’s Le Nozze de 
Figaro and Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring.   Hearing 
different interpretations of familiar works, especially 
performed live, is a great way to deepen understanding 
of the music and for students to prepare for their exams.

Christmas Concert 2019
Our main showcase, which marked the end of a long and 
busy term at St Olave’s, was a fitting celebration of our 
musical students’ many impressive talents.  Every item 
in the programme was presented with infectious energy 
and enthusiasm in front of a large and appreciative 
audience.  With a mix of Christmas-themed and less 
seasonal (but just as enjoyable) repertoire, classical, jazz 
and rock styles, vocal and instrumental items, there was 
truly something for everyone.

Hamish MacCunn is perhaps not a name that is familiar 
to many, but the Symphony Orchestra sought to rectify 
this in its performance of the composer’s symphonic 
poem Land of the Mountain and the Flood.  The piece 
is a portrait of the dramatic landscapes of Scotland.  It 
contains some beautiful tunes and emotive orchestral 
writing, hopefully leaving the audience with a love of 
the music and a desire to visit the place which inspired 
its writing.  Student band ‘Sinad’ filled the hall with the 
power of the music of prog rock group Muse.  The music 
of this UK band is notoriously virtuosic for all members of 
the group, making a performance of it by students all the 
more impressive.  Gloria Asiegbu’s rendition of Lowry 
& Greene’s spellbinding and intimate song Mary, did 
you know? was beautifully moving.  This was followed by 
Justin Yeung on alto saxophone, proving that this versatile 
instrument can produce a compelling performance of 
Bach’s intricate writing, just as well as any.  Instrumental 
ensemble ‘Lord of the Jazz Chickens’, the average age of 
whose members is just 13 years old, charmed everyone 
with “When I grow up” from Minchin’s score to the 
stage show Matilda.  This rendition featured band-
leader Alfie’s own arrangement for this eclectic group of 
instruments.  Arunabh Bagchi continued his sparkling 
record of accomplished vocal performances over the six 
years he has been at St Olave’s in his sensitive account 
of Schumann’s Dichterliebe.  To close the first half and 
put the audience firmly in the mood for mulled wine and 
mince pies in the interval, Mrs Attwood’s Symphonic 
Wind Band had everyone’s toes tapping along to Leroy 
Anderson’s festive Sleigh Ride.

The second half offered just as many treats and surprises 
as the first, starting with two multi-movement works 
for strings given by the Chamber Orchestra.  Alongside 
the groups conducted by members of staff, it has also 
ever been a great privilege to hear live music organised, 
directed and performed entirely by students.  Gospel 
Choir, led by Joyce Adewumi, made its Christmas 
Concert debut with arrangements of two well-loved 
traditional carols.  Back in the rock style, there followed 
another self-directed student band, comprising Year 13s 
Lily, Hugo, Justin, Ivan and Joel.  

We will greatly miss the contributions of these and all 
of this year’s leavers.  The Chamber Choir’s offering 
this time was diverse, ranging from the rhythmic fun in 
Toch’s Geographical Fugue to the stirring and reflective 
music of Cornelius in The Kings, to the heart-warming 
family favourite Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas 
by Martin & Blane.  As always, we like to end our 
programmes with the Jazz Band.  Under Nick Beston’s 
direction, the group never disappoints.  There was no 
doubt that their final item All I Want for Christmas is 
You was being sung, hummed or whistled by many as 
they skipped out of the doors and home!
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Student Composition - Justin Yeung



76 – Olavian 2020



Olavian 2020– 77



78 – Olavian 2020



Olavian 2020– 79



80 – Olavian 2020

Concerts Though the Year
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The Department of French

This last academic year for the French Department 
started as usual with a wide range of activities 

organised by Miss Mahadevan and Ms Gardiner. This 
included a French play taking place at school produced 
by the Onatti Theatre Company entitled : “Les garçons”, 
the Paris trip which has now become a tradition for Year 
12 students, a visit to the BFI Southbank, and MFL 
mock interviews held at Sevenoaks School for Yr 13 
students linguists. Yr 12 French students also competed 
alongside German students in the yearly UK Linguistics 
Olympiad, organised by Mrs Probodziak. In December, 
Miss Mahadevan ended her time at St Olave’s as Head of 
French after enriching the Department with a wonderful 
collection of literary resources and inspiring her Sixth 
Formers to continue studying French at top universities. 
She is greatly missed by the faculty and her pupils. 

Sadly, COVID-19 struck mid-year and prevented 
a number of further activities and trips from taking 
place for French students. These include the Year 9 
French exchange, the Year 7 trip to Boulogne and the 
Year 10 trip to Normandy. Despite La Semaine de la 
Francophonie being interrupted by lockdown, the 
French Department still managed to offer different 
activities from the normal scheme of work, in all Key 
stages, to raise awareness of its existence mid-March. In 
Year 7, students took part in an Asterix themed escape 
room, Year 8 classes watched the animated film “Une 
vie de chat” and enriched their vocabulary, using its 
accompanying workbook; Year 10 students presented a 
group summary and discussed their favourite scenes in 
the target language from their allocated film, and Year 
12 students presented aspects of the heritage of French 
speaking countries to the class. Throughout lockdown, 
the French Department endeavoured to follow the “À 
cœur vaillant, rien d’impossible” philosophy. Students 
from Year 10 produced some outstanding work from 
home, including challenging technical prowess regarding 
voicing over a virtual tour of St Olave’s in French, after 
having translated the script into French themselves, for 
use when future French exchange partners visit. Yr 10 
students also produced voiced over slides in which they 
compared their lifestyles pre and post lockdown. Year 12 
students produced some outstanding newspapers articles 
on lockdown strategies in French speaking countries and 
their outcomes, based on what they read and listened to 
from French media. 

In terms of staffing, this year has seen several changes 
in the French department. Miss Mahadevan is not 
the only member of staff leaving us; Mrs Gardiner is 

retiring, after 14 years of teaching French and Spanish 
at St Olave’s. Gillian has always been a passionate and 
active member of the MFL faculty and the school. A 
multitalented linguist, she organised many exciting trips 
to Spain in her capacity as Head of Spanish and taught 
Russian as an elective subject in the Sixth Form for 
some time. Her generous and enthusiastic presence in 
the French department will be missed this coming year. 
In January, I returned to the school as Head of French, 
having left it in 1997 in order to start a family. Joining a 
department in January can be a challenging experience in 
itself, but adapting to teaching under pandemic-induced 
lockdown adds another dimension to this challenge. I 
am looking forward to the French Department returning 
to some sort of normality in September and welcoming 
a new member of staff: Miss Itzaskun Olalde Scott, who 
will be teaching French and Spanish, as the language is 
re-introduced on the syllabus. While there are still many 
uncertainties surrounding the organisation of trips for 
the coming year, I hope that most of them will take place 
and that the French Department will be able to offer the 
same diversity of enrichment opportunities as we had 
hoped. 

 Isabelle Saunders
        Head of French 

Languages Society
Sixth Form students delivered a variety of engaging and 
well-researched talks on numerous topics, including the 
Linguistics of Food, Language and Politics, Negritude 
and the poetry of Aimé Césaire, Religion and the 
spread of written language, the evolution of the English 
language, and various aspects of French film and music. 
Thank you to MFL Prefect, Jacob Gaskell, for organising 
and contributing to the talks, supported by students 
Shrinidhi Prakash and Anantha Anilkumar.

European Day of Languages 
Students completed Languages quizzes in form time, 
linguistics puzzles in French and German lessons, 
face painting at break time and a bake sale at lunch, 
which raised £185 for the charity ‘Refugee Action’. 
There was a special language challenge for Year 7, and 
all challenges, quizzes, and puzzles generated House 
points. The catering team served a variety of European 
food at lunchtime.  Year 11 had a Linguistics assembly, 
and all students enjoyed the MFL Faculty’s Languages 
assembly, featuring a video with interviews of students 
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and staff answering the question ‘Why are Languages 
important to you?’ in a variety of foreign languages. 

King’s College London
Modern Languages students in Years 11 and 12 gained 
insights from Dr Emma Bielecki from the French 
department at King’s College London. Her presentation 
emphasised the importance of learning languages and 
gave students an overview of the linguistic, cultural and 
literary aspects of a Modern Languages degree. Students 
asked pertinent questions relating to university life and 
future careers.

French Play
Year 9 and 10 students studying French enjoyed a play 
performed by the Onatti Theatre Company entitled: 
‘Les Garçons’. Students were able to understand the 
play which was delivered entirely in French, and they 
left having learnt many new words and expressions. 
Some students were invited to participate in the play, 
and the actors praised the quality of their spoken French. 
Students completed written work based on this play in 
classes and the experience was enriching for all attendees.

Paris Trip
Sixth Form French students travelled to Paris where 
they visited the Musée du Louvre, the Musée d’Orsay, 
had a guided tour in French around the French Cinema 
Museum, visited the beautiful Sacré Coeur Basilica 
and Montmartre area, explored the Georges Pompidou 
Centre, local French supermarkets, bakeries and book 
markets, and were able to enjoy some traditional French 
cuisine.  All students completed a variety of written 
activities in French on the sights visited and were exposed 
to many new French words and aspects of French society 
and culture. All returned with improved language skills 
and a greater understanding of French culture.
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Student Work

                                                                                                                                                                  Lucy Randall - Year 12
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Vendredi 18 octobre 2019, un groupe d’étudiants de 
français se sont réunis au terminus d’Eurostar pour 

un voyage vers la capitale française; cet article relate une 
expérience personnelle du séjour, depuis notre arrivée.

On Friday 18th of October 2019, a group of French students 
met at the Eurostar terminal for a trip to the French capital; 
what follows is a personal retelling of the trip, from the point 
of arrival.

1er jour 
Après être arrivés à la gare, nous avons marché jusqu’ à 
notre hôtel : Hôtel Bellevue et du Chariot D’Or. Là, nous 
avons laissé nos sacs, puis nous avons exploré les environs 
à pied. Nous venions de retourner à l’hôtel, quand nous 
avons découvert que les chambres n’étaient pas encore 
prêtes. Si nous avions pu entrer dans les chambres, nous y 
aurions mangé, mais – à la place – le personnel avait préparé 
une table dans la salle à manger pour nous. Ensuite, nous 
avons visité le Musée du Louvre. Naturellement, on a vu 
<<La Joconde>> et on a pris des photos pour partager 
sur nos réseaux sociaux. En cherchant un bon cadre, nous 
avons trouvé une salle de statues grecques. Etant donné 
que j’étudie les civilisations classiques, j’ai passé beaucoup 
de temps à traduire les descriptions sous les statues, tel 
que <<Hercule combattant Achéloüs métamorphosé en 
serpent>> (1824).

2ème jour 
Samedi, nous sommes allés au Musée d’Orsay : cette visite 
était un de mes moments préférés du séjour.  Je crois que 
ceci est à cause de mon amour pour l’impressionnisme. 
Les impressionnistes veulent peindre leur époque et il 
est dit qu’ils trouvent cette modernité dans des endroits 
comme dans les gares de Paris. Puisque ce musée était 
une gare autrefois, j’ai bien aimé comment l’ histoire 
du bâtiment et les œuvres d’art exposées, ont coïncidé.  

Après avoir visité le Musée de la Cinémathèque 
Française – où le vrai patriotisme concernant le septième 
art m’a été révélé – nous sommes allés à Montmartre 
et au Sacré Cœur. Ici, j’ai acheté un pull et une veste, 
dans un magasin qui vendait des articles de mode rétro, 
pour l’anniversaire de ma sœur, car je voulais qu’elle soit 
surprise par un cadeau de Paris. 

3ème jour 
Même s’il a plu pendant toute la matinée, un petit groupe 
d’ entre nous avons passé notre temps libre en visitant la 
Cathédrale de Notre Dame. Il faut souligner qu’on n’a 
pas pu se rapprocher à cause d’une grande barrière qui a 
été construite à la suite du feu par précaution. J’ai appris 
que la charpente – où l’incendie avait trouvé son origine 
– était la plus vieille de Paris pour les parties de la nef et 
du transept, et qu’elle était faite de 21 hectares de forêt. 
En chemin vers une boulangerie, nous sommes tombés 
sur un marché local, donc nous avons pris une pause pour 
regarder les étals. À 11 heures, nous sommes rentrés à 
l’hôtel pour régler la note, puis nous sommes allés au 
terminal d’Eurostar. Notre train est arrivé en retard 
-naturellement, pour le pays, à cause d’une grève – donc 
j’ai acheté deux magazines, et une tablette de chocolat 
pour manger dans le train.  En fin de compte, c’était un 
séjour plaisant et éducatif par sa manière immersive ; 
en ce qui me concerne il faut essayer d’améliorer nos 
connaissances à l’égard des autres cultures mondiales – et 
s’impliquer activement dans la vie quotidienne d’un pays 
est la meilleure façon de s’auto-éduquer. 

Donc, pour conclure, laissez-moi exprimer mes 
remerciements au personnel de Saint Olave’s qui a 
organisé et facilité cette visite.

Rose Hind - Year 12

Paris 2020
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The Department of German

Whilst the lockdown period and the school closure 
brought challenges to both students and staff, it 

also provided unique opportunities for engaging with 
academic studies – and German was no exception. Year 
9 Germanists in Frau Probodziak’s classes continued 
their learning about describing family relationships 
and friendships. They recorded themselves talking in 
German about a family of their choice (funnily enough, 
many opted for The Simpsons!) and focusing on the 
relationships within this family. These recordings were 
embedded into a PowerPoint slide, which featured an 
image of the family chosen. This work as well as the 
below items can all be found on the school website.

Mark Sanu in year 9 even produced a fantastic Stop 
Motion Video to describe his ‘best friend’ in German. 
He can be heard narrating the animation throughout the 
video. This is an excellent creative use of technology from 
Mark! Connor McMichael produced a similar Stop 
Motion Video, and designed a script that he made to be 
read out by a computer-generated voice to accompany his 
visual animation. Again, a fantastic innovative response 
to this creative task.

In year 10, students in Frau Probodziak’s class continued 
their learning about typical German food and drink, 
whilst also discussing their own eating preferences. 
Students created presentations where you can hear them 
describing, in German, a photo of a meal they either 
particularly like or dislike. Examples of their work can 
be found on the school website.

Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the year 
10 German exchange to Wilhelmshaven could not take 
place this year. However, the year 10 students who were 
due to travel to Germany found other ways to engage 
with their partners. For example, they translated a 
series of questions from English into German about 
how people in Wilhelmshaven have responded to the 
Coronavirus and surveyed their partners.

Year 12 Germanists continued their learning about art 
movements in Germany, including the political and 
historical contexts surrounding these. They each chose a 
particular movement or artist, and created a ‘Moodboard’ 
to present the key features of the art in question, including 
descriptions and opinions in German. All of this student 
work can be found on the school website.

Goethe Institut
Year 11 students studying German travelled into central 
London, starting the day by completing an escape 
room in teams at the Goethe Institut. All groups were 
successful, and much faster than the average completion 
time. They were then given a quiz to complete in the 
neighbouring Science Museum on German scientists, 
discoveries, and technology. They then returned to 
the Goethe Institut for a private screening of the film 
‘Almanya’, a heartwarming and historically accurate story 
of a German-Turkish family whose grandparents came 
to Germany after World War Two as ‘guest workers’. The 
film explores the theme of identity and the relationships 
across three family generations. The day was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all, with the results of the group activities 
added to the ongoing House competition.

German Embassy
Year 11 students attended a careers fair at the German 
Embassy to learn more about a variety of industries 
that value German language skills, from finance and 
accounting, through fashion, to consumer goods, and 
consulting. Undergraduate students from the London 
School of Economics were also on site to hold mock job 
interviews in German with the students.  Well done to 
Chima Ndukwu, Yacub Rahman, Amartya Pandey and 
Pelumi Oloyede who submitted prize winning entries 
(out of over 300 entries across the UK) in the Career 
Fair quiz.

MFL Mock Interviews
Four Year 13 linguists visited Sevenoaks School to attend 
mock university language interviews and discussions 
relating to French, German and Russian literature and 
linguistics. Discussions ranged from Apollinaire’s poetry 
to Kafka’s prose, Russian thought, metaphors, and many 
other interesting topics. All students performed very well 
and were highly praised by Sevenoaks staff, and they left 
with many new ideas and questions to think over.

Laura Probodziak
        Head of German 
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Straße, where the whole street is now a monument to 
the Berlin Wall. The trip was a culturally immersive 
opportunity and very useful and exciting for the students’ 
German learning.

MFL exam webinar
Students in Year 11 taking German as a GCSE subject 
had the opportunity to participate in a revision webinar, 
run by Hodder Education. The webinar was presented by 
two current AQA examiners and explained to students 
how to approach their speaking exam in detail. 

MFL Art and Architecture
Year 11 - 13 students studying German visited the 
Serpentine Gallery in Hyde Park for an exhibition of 
Albert Oehlen’s art. Oehlen is a contemporary German 
artist, and some of the pieces in the exhibition were 
made just last year. The art explores medium as genre, 
and its experimental, ‘remixed’ approach is based on a 
variety of older artists, such as Mark Rothko. Year 12 and 
13 students of German study art and architecture from 
the German-speaking world.

Oxford University German Open Day
Students in Years 12 and 13 studying German visited 
Oxford University for the annual German Open Day. 
Students could attend two taster seminars ranging 
from German philosophy, film, literature, linguistics, 
to translation and medieval poetry. They were able to 
ask current undergraduates about career prospects, the 
admissions process, the positives and negatives of the 
course, university life, among other topics. Professor Ben 
Morgan of Worcester College coordinated the day, giving 
all visitors an overview of the German undergraduate 
course.

British Film Institute
29 Year 9 students and staff enjoyed a day at the British 
Film Institute at the South Bank. The morning session 
was based around a selection of German film clips with a 
variety of activities to be completed in German, whether 
written or spoken.  Students were also able to share their 
comments in German to the whole auditorium. In the 
afternoon, they watched a full screening of ‘Berlin 36’, 
a film based on a true story set against the backdrop of 
the Berlin Olympic games held in Nazi Germany. It 
depicted the exploitation, discrimination and persecution 
of a Jewish athlete who was not allowed to take part in 

‘Der Vorleser’
Dr Helmut Schmitz from Warwick University delivered 
a lecture to students in Years 11, 12 and 13 on the 
German post-Holocaust work ‘Der Vorleser’, a text 
studied for German A level.  Numerous aspects of the 
novel were covered including the historical context and 
psychoanalytical interpretations of the work. Students 
asked pertinent questions and contributed well to 
discussions in German and in English on a variety of 
themes such as the Holocaust, characterisation in the 
novel, guilt, ethics and relationships. 

Reading University Olympiad Success
Oliver Fitch attended the official awards ceremony in 
Reading following his success in Reading University’s 
German Olympiad. Oliver submitted a piece of writing 
on the Brothers Grimm Fairy Tales. Nathan Danquah 
received an Honourable mention and Leo Walton a 
Certificate of Participation in the University of Reading 
German Writing Competition

Linguistics Olympiad 
Year 12 students studying French or German competed 
in the UK Linguistics Olympiad. Each student submitted 
individual answers to a very challenging paper. Questions 
included topics such as Portuguese Creole, the Indalion 
Tablet discovered in the 5th Century BCE, and a South 
American language spoken only by four people

‘The Tin Drum’
Year 13 Germanists, along with a number of Year 12 
and Year 11 students studying German, saw the German 
language performance of ‘The Tin Drum’ at the Coronet 
Theatre in London. The solo actor performance by Nico 
Holonics of the Berliner Ensemble was at once amusing, 
enthralling, and thought provoking. The original Nobel-
prize winning novel by Günther Grass was adapted for 
the stage by Oliver Rees. The performance used English 
subtitles, so all students were able to follow the story.

Berlin Trip
13 German students and two teachers travelled to Berlin 
over half-term.  It was an eye-opening experience, as 
they immersed themselves in the turbulent history of 
Berlin, visiting an array of places including the Jewish 
Museum, the Game Science Museum, the World Clock, 
the Imago Camera in the Aufbauhaus and the Bernauer 
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the Games in spite of her talent and proven track record.

Oxford German Olympiad 2020
Further to JJ Guo’s win in the Year 12/13 category 
of the Oxford German Olympiad 2020, we are so 
thrilled to share that Alfie Beston in year 8 came 
‘Highly Commended’ in his category. Alfie entered 
the KS3 category to ‘create a blog-post for a German 
language online conservation magazine’. Furthermore, 
Joe Davies, Rohan Chavali, and Tanush Upadhye also 
received certificates in their category for being ‘Highly 
Commended’. The three year 10 students entered the 
KS4 category under the theme ‘ein Tag ohne Technik’ 
(a day without technology), to which they submitted a 
short story. Both Alfie’s, and Joe’s, Tanush’s, and Rohan’s 
entries can be found attached.

East Side Gallery
Year 12 Germanists prepared a virtual tour of the East 
Side Gallery in Berlin through their remote learning. 
The students have been analysing the artwork on display, 
understanding the background of the artists and building 
an interpretation of the Gallery as a place of memory for 
all people.

Year 10 Germanists
Year 10 Germanists have been learning about typical 
German food and talking about their own eating 
preferences. Students have been making the most out of 
the technology available to them to create presentations 
of themselves describing a photo of a particular dish 
they feel strongly about. This required them to record 
themselves talking in German and embedding this into 
a PowerPoint slide.

Year 9 Germanists
Year 9 Germanists have been learning about describing 
relationships within the family. They have been learning 
new vocabulary to identify family members and to 
describe their personalities. They too recorded themselves 
talking in German about a family of their choice to 
describe the relationships between the family members 
and embedded these recordings into a PowerPoint slide 
to create a presentation. Year 9, Mark Sanu, produced a 
fantastic Stop Motion Video to describe his ‘best friend’ 
in German. This is an excellent creative use of technology 
to help with the learning of German.
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Berlin 2020

Am Samstag, den 15. Februar sind dreizehn 
Deutschlerner und zwei Lehrerinnen nach Berlin 

gefahren. Wir haben vier Tage und drei Nächte dort 
gewohnt.  Es war eine augenöffnende Erfahrung, weil 
wir uns in die turbulente Berliner Geschichte vertieft 
haben. 

On Saturday the 15th of February, thirteen German students 
and two teachers travelled to Berlin. We stayed for three days 
and three nights there. It was an eye opening experience, 
because we immersed ourselves in the turbulent history of 
Berlin. 

Samstag - Saturday
Wir haben uns um 6:30 am Heathrow Flughafen 
getroffen, für unseren 8:40 Flug.  Wir sind um 11:30 in 
Berlins Tegel Flughafen angekommen und danach haben 
wir in unserer Herberge „Circus Hostel“ eingecheckt. Es 
war ein sehr modernes und bequemes Hostel und wir 
haben uns sehr gut eingewöhnt. Nachdem wir unsere 
Koffer ausgepackt haben, sind wir auf den Hackescher 
Markt gegangen, um Mittagessen zu essen. Es gab viele 
verschiedene Typen von Essen, zum Beispiel gab es viele 
türkischen Essenstände.  Nachdem wir gegessen haben, 
sind wir ins Sony Center am Potsdamer Platz gefahren, 
für eine Tour durch die dortige Kinemathek. Wir haben 
vieles über das deutsche expressionistische Kino gelernt. 
Es gab nicht nur kurze Klips und Videos von vielen 
deutschen expressionistischen Filmen, sondern auch die 
Kostüme mancher Filme. Es war sehr sehenswert.  

We met up at 6.30 at Heathrow airport for our 08.40 flight. 
We arrived at 11.30 in Berlin Tegel Airport and then we 
checked into the ‚circus hostel‘. It was a very modern and 
comfortable hostel and we felt at home easily. After unpacking 
our bags, we went to the Hackescher Markt for lunch. There 
were lots of different types of food, for example there were 
lots of Turkish food stands. After eating, we went to the Sony 
Centre on Potsdamer Platz for a tour of the Kinemathek 
there. We learnt a lot about German expressionist cinema. 

There were not only lots of short clips and videos of German 
expressionist films, but also the costumes of some films. It was 
really worth seeing. 

Vor unserer Abendvorstellung, das „Monster Kabinett“, 
hatten wir ein bisschen Freiheit, wo wir uns am 
Potsdamer Platz erkundeten. Es war schön, die Stadt in 
unserer Freizeit zu erkunden - es war ruhiger als eine 
Nacht in London. Danach haben wir das “Monster 
Kabinett” gesehen. Es war eine Vorstellung mit 
ungewöhnlichen Robotern, Animatronik und alle haben 
das sehr unterhaltsam gefunden.

Before our evening show, the ‚monster cabinet‘, we had some 
free time, where we explored Potsdamer Platz. It was nice, 
to explore the city in our free time – it was much calmer than 
a night in London. Then we saw the ‚monster cabinet‘. It was 
a performance with unusual robots and animatronics and 
everyone found it very entertaining. 

Sonntag - Sunday
Wir standen früh auf um 8 Uhr und wir frühstückten. 
Dann sind wir ins Jüdische Museum um 10 Uhr 
gegangen. Es war sehr interessant zu lernen, dass dieses 
Museum über einen Stadtplan entworfen war, das zeigt 
die Orte, an denen berühmte Juden lebten. Es gab auch 
ein Kunstwerk von Menashe Kadishman, das “Fallen 
Leaves” heißt. Es entstand aus 10,000 Gesichtern, die 
aus Eisen sind, und sie sehen aus, als würden sie schreien 
oder weinen. Sie klingen auch, als man darauf lief, 
wie Kettengeräusche. Es war sehr beunruhigend und 
mächtig. 

We got up early at 8am and had breakfast. Then we went 
to the Jewish Museum at 10am. It was interesting to learn 
that this museum had been designed against a map of the 
city, showing the places where famous Jewish people had 
lived. There was also an artwork by Menashe Kadishman, 
called ‚fallen leaves‘. It was made up of 10,000 faces, made of 
iron, that looked like they were crying or wailing. They also 
sounded, when you walked on them, like chains. It was very 
unsettling and powerful. 
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Danach haben wir in Kreuzberg gegessen - Kreuzberg 
ist beliebt für seine große türkische Bevölkerung 
und daher die Speisen auch. Nachdem sind wir nach 
Charlottenburg gegangen und wir haben die „Berggruen 
Gallery“ besucht, wo wir eine Tour über manche 
Kunstwerke von Henri Matisse, Pablo Picasso und Paul 
Klee hatten. 

Then we ate in Kreuzberg. Kreuzberg is popular for its large 
Turkish community and therefore also their food. After that 
we went to Charlottenburg and we visited the Berggruen 
Gallery, where we had a tour of some artworks by Henri 
Matisse, Pablo Picasso, and Paul Klee. 

Wir hatten darauf das „Game Science Museum“ besucht 
und es war sehr interaktiv mit vielen verschiedenen 
und kreativen Spielen. Am Abend haben wir in 
einem mexikanischen Restaurant gegessen, wo es eine 
Kegelbahn neben unserem Tisch gab. Wir aßen und 
gingen Bowling und es hat viel Spaß gemacht.  

After that we visited the game science museum and it 
was very interactive with lots of different and creative 
games. In the evening, we ate in a Mexican restaurant, 
where there was a bowling alley next to our table. We ate 
and went bowling and it was lots of fun. 

Montag Monday
Wir standen am Montag nicht so früh auf, weil wir ein 
gemütliches Frühstück hatten. Nach dem Frühstück 
gingen wir nach Alexanderplatz, wo wir die Weltzeituhr 
besuchten. Es war ein Denkmal aus der DDR Zeit 
mit den Namen von vielen Ländern und die Zahlen 
auf einer 12-Stunden-Uhr. Danach sind wir zur Berlin 
Mitte gegangen und wir hatten ein Denkmal für Karl 
Marx und Friedrich Engels besucht, außerdem das 
Rote Rathaus und die Neue Wache. Wir hatten darauf 
den Platz vor der Humboldt Universität besucht, 
wo es die Bücherverbrennung im dritten Reich gab 
– der Bebelplatz. Es ist jetzt ein Mahnmal für diese 
Bücherverbrennung und es besteht aus unterirdischen, 
leeren Bücherregalen, die durch eine Glasplatte am 
Boden sichtbar sind. 

We didn’t get up so early on Monday, so we had a cosy 
breakfast. After breakfast we went to Alexanderplatz where 
we visited the World Clock. It is a monument from the 
GDR period with the names of many countries on and their 
respective times on a 12 hour clock. Then we went to Berlin 
Mitte and we visited the monument to Marx and Engels, as 
well as the Red Townhall and the Neue Wache. After that we 
visited the square in front of the Humboldt university, where 
there was the book burning in the third reich – Bebelplatz. 
It is now a monument for this book burning and it is made 
of underground, empty book cases, that you can see through a 
glass pane on the floor. 

Wir sind nachdem in viele Schokoladegeschäfte gegangen 
und haben ganz viel Schokolade gekauft. Eine Schülerin 
kaufte über ein Kilo Schokolade! Dann hatten wir das 
Denkmal für die ermordeten Juden Europas besucht 
und es war sehr ergreifend mit den unterschiedlichen 
Höhen, der Grab Form und der fehlenden Beschriftung 
der Steine. 

After that we went to lots of chocolate shops and bought an 
awful lot of chocolate. One student bought more than a kilo 
of chocolate! Then we visited the monument for the murdered 
Europen Jews and it was very moving with its varying 
heights, the gravestone shapes and the absent inscriptions on 
the stones. 

Wir hatten unser Mittagessen in der Markthalle 9 
gegessen und es gab einen Marktplatz drinnen mit vielen 
verschiedenen Essstände. 

Nach dem Mittagessen hatten wir eine Tour im 
Stasimuseum und ich fand das sehr interessant, um über 
die Stasi und die Bespitzelung zu lernen, weil es ein 
kompliziertes Unternehmen war. 

We had lunch in the Markthalle 9 and there was an indoor 
market hall with lots of different food stalls. 

After lunch we had a tour in the stasimuseum and I found it 
very interesting, to learn about the Stasi and the spying on 
people, because it was such a complicated operation. 

Die Imago-Kamera in dem Aufbauhaus am Moritzplatz 
war auch sehr interessant, um zu lernen, weil es nicht 
wie eine normale Kamera ist und es gab spezifische und 
verschiedene Prozesse, die interessant sind. 

Wir haben im Restaurant „Max und Moritz“ gegessen, 
wo traditionelle deutsche Gerichte serviert wurden, wie 
Flammkuchen. 

The Imago Camera in the Aufbauhaus on Moritzplatz was 
also very interesting to learn about, as it is not like a normal 
camera and it uses very specific and differing processes, which 
are interesting. 

We ate in the Max and Moritz restaurant, where traditional 
German foods, like Flammkuchen, are served. 

Dienstag Tuesday
Es war leider unser letzter Tag dieser Klassenfahrt. Wir 
hatten die Bernauer Straße besucht, wo es die Straße 
entlang ein Denkmal für die Berliner Mauer gab. 

Danach haben wir eine Tour in der „Kulturbrauerei“ 
über die Lebensweise der DDR gehabt. Es war sehr 
interessant über den 
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Alltag in der DDR zu lernen, weil es so anders war, 
zum Beispiel gab es die Autos, die „Trabant“ heißen, aus 
Kunststoff anstatt aus Metall. 

Der Reichstag war da, wo wir als nächstes hingegangen 
sind und es war sehr atemberaubend meiner Meinung 
nach. Die Architektur von dem Reichstag war sehr schön 
und die Glaskuppel war sehr kreativ und das gefällt mir 
sehr. 

This was sadly our last day of the trip. We visited the Bernauer 
Straße, where the whole street is now a monument to the 
Berlin Wall. 

Then we had a tour of the Kulturbrauerei (an old brewery 
turned cultural space) about life in the GDR. It was very 
interesting to learn about daily life in the GDR because 
it was so different, for example, there were cars called 
Trabants that were made out of plastic rather than metal. 

The Reichstag was our next stop and it was very 
breathtaking in my opinion. The architecture of the 
Reichstag was lovely and the glass dome was very creative 
and I liked it a lot. 

Nachdem hatten wir das Denkmal für die im 
Nationalsozialismus ermordeten Sinti und Roma Europas 
besucht. Das Denkmal ist ein rundes Wasserbecken mit 
dem Gedicht „Auschwitz“ um den Brunnenrand, die 
südlich des Reichstages liegt. Es war sehr minimalistisch, 
aber das machte es auch sehr mächtig. Es ist ruhig und 
friedlich und auch sehr ergreifend. 

Afterwards we visited the monument to the murdered Sinti 
and Roma under national socialism. The monument is a 
round water fountain with the poem ‚Auschwitz‘ inscribed 
on its rim, situated just south of the Reichstag. It was very 
minimalistic, but that made it all the more powerful. It is 
calm and peaceful and also very moving. 

Insgesamt war diese Klassenfahrt so eine kulturell-
immersive Klassenfahrt und sehr nützlich und spannend 
für unser deutsches Lernen, das uns allen half, mehr 
Deutsch zu sprechen und uns in die Sprache und Heimat 
von dieser Sprache ein wenig mehr zu verlieben. 

All in all the trip was such a culturally immersive trip and 
very useful and exciting for our German learning, which 
helped us all to speak more German and to fall in love even 
more with the language and the home of this language

Charlotte Kerr - Year 12
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Students’ Work
Fahrerloser Verkehr

Hallo, ich heiße Min Jie Guo von Saint Olave’s 
Grammar School und dies ist meine Präsentation 

über fahrerloser Verkehr.

Derzeit ist fahrerloser Verkehr auf jeden Fall ein 
sogenanntes ‘heißes Thema’ und es ist leicht zu verstehen, 
warum. Sie scheinen einfach so locker zu sein, wie etwas 
aus einem futurischen Science-Fiction-Film. Stellen Sie 
sich die Effizienz von Straßen vor, die fast vollständig 
von künstlicher Intelligenz kontrolliert werden.

Obwohl fahrerlose Autos früher wie etwas aus der 
wildesten Fantasie eines Kindes wirkten, es ist klar wie 
Kloßbrühe, existieren sie jetzt tatsächlich! Sicher, sie 
existieren jetzt - aber könnten sie wirklich die Autos 
durch Fahrer ersetzen, die wir jetzt haben?

Natürlich gibt es viele Umsetzungsfragen und eine 
Reihe von Sicherheitsproblemen. Im Wesentlichen ist 
die eigentliche Herstellung des Autos nur der Anfang. 
Wie auf dem Foto, um autonomes Fahren großflächig 
zu etablieren, muss eine Verhaltensänderung stattfinden. 
Ja, obwohl es erstaunlich wäre, ein autonomes Auto zu 
haben, dürfen wir nicht leichtsinnig sein. Nicht alles 
kann für uns getan werden. Menschliche Fahrer müssten 
deutlich weniger tun, wären aber jederzeit bereit, die 
Kontrolle über das Lenkrad zu übernehmen. Deshalb 
muss eine manuelle Übersteuerungsfunktion vorhanden 
sein. Es gibt auch viele andere potentielle Probleme, 
beispielsweise, was passiert, wenn das Auto gehackt 
wird? Alles ist ziemlich ungewiss und deshalb, haben 
viele Menschen Angst und wollen keiner fahrerloser 
Verkehr haben.

Trotzdem, in den letzten zwei Jahren jedes Jahr mehr 
als 37.000 Menschen bei Autounfällen starben. Wenn 
selbstfahrende Autos diese Zahl reduzieren können, 
wäre das ausgezeichnet. Wo fahrerlose Umgebungen 
getestet wurden, scheinen sie zu funktionieren. Von 
2014 bis 2018 ereigneten sich 38 Unfälle, während das 
Auto alleine fuhr. In allen bis auf einen Fall wurden die 
Unfälle von Menschen verursacht. Wenn überhaupt, 
sind wir die Gefahr. Der Sinn autonomer Fahrzeuge 
besteht darin, menschliches Versagen zu reduzieren. 
Wir haben langsamere Reaktionszeiten und können 
Fehler machen. Es besteht jedoch die Sorge, dass wir 
die Sicherheitsvorteile nicht nutzen werden. Dieses 
Problem heißt die Risikokompensation. Weil das 
System als sicherer angesehen wird, verhalten sich 
Menschen riskanter, anstatt von der erhöhten Sicherheit 
zu profitieren. Menschen verhalten sich riskant und 
halten die zusätzlichen Sicherheitsfunktionen für 
selbstverständlich. Zum Beispiel können Radfahrer mit 
weniger Sorgfalt fahren, weil sie glauben, dass autonome 

Fahrzeuge sie meiden werden.

Es gibt auch ethische Probleme: die Autos müssen ein 
Gleichgewicht zwischen den Interessen von Passagieren 
und Passanten haben. Dies ist das sogenannte Trolley-
Problem, bei dem es nur zwei Möglichkeiten gibt, die 
beide schrecklich sind. Das Auto kann eine Person 
treffen und die anderen retten. Es kann die Passagiere 
zum Absturz bringen, aber eine Person retten, oder viele 
Personen retten. Wie wählt das Auto, was zu tun ist?

Wäre fahrerloser Verkehr nicht erstaunlich? Denken Sie 
an all die Sachen, die Sie tun könnten. Meiner Auffassung 
nach, ist es definitiv ein langer Weg, bis der gesamte 
Verkehr fahrerlos ist. Es gibt viele Probleme, die gelöst 
werden müssen, bevor der fahrerlose Verkehr vollständig 
implementiert werden kann. Aber abschließend möchte 
ich sagen, dass mit all dieser sich entwickelnden 
Technologie eine Utopie vielleicht nicht weit davon 
entfernt ist, eine künftige Wirklichkeit zu werden.

Vielen Dank für die Aufmerksamkeit.

Min Jie Guo - Year 12

Tag Ohne Technik

Es folgte ein langes Schweigen. 

Mein Akku war endlich leer, der leblos Bildschirm 
warf mein trauriges Gesicht zurück. Das Schlimmste ist, 
dass ich weit weg zu Hause war und ich auch mit keinem 
Ladegerät trägt. Ich habe auch kein freies Kabel und 
niemandem von meiner Familie hat die gleichen Buchse. 

Ich war allein, weit von der Menschlichkeit und weit von 
Technologie, mit ein Totes Handy, ich war einfach ganz 
allein.

Auf die kälteste Straße in der Welt - kälter als den 
nördlichsten Ort in die Arktis. 

Auf die längste reise bekannt – länger als den Erdumfang.

Auf die einsamsten Reiser – es gibt niemandem in der 
ganzen Gegend.

Ich hieve durch die bösen Hagel, gegen die 
unüberwindbarer Wind und in die überwältigenden 
Regen. Dann hat die starke Sonne aus der Wolke endlich 
entstehen, leider ohne die angenehme Wärme, sondern 
mit eine rau und schwül Blendung. Jetzt die Luft war 
ausgedörrt und meinen Schuhen haben anfangen, auf 
die verbrühende Straße zu schmelzen. Meine Haare, die 
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feucht früher war, ist eigentlich jetzt knusprig. Im Lauf 
der Zeit, hat die Hitze mir hart geschlagen und meine 
Stärke abnehmt. Zuerst bin ich aufrecht gegangen, dann 
habe ich hochgezogene Schultern und ein langsamer 
Rhythmus, später bekam ich weiche Knie und ich habe 
angefangen, auf die Straße zu krabbeln und endlich bin 
ich eingeschlafen.

Ich bin in meinem Bett aufgewacht, in eine große 
Schweißlache. 

Der schlimmste Alptraum war weg, mein Handy war auf 
dem Nachtisch gestellt mit einem geladenen Akku.

Matthew Todorov - Year 11

Planet Uninhabitable

Machen wir unsere Erde unbewohnbar?

Michael: Ich denke wir machen die Erde 
unbewohnbar!

Otto: Nein, das machen wir nicht!

Michael: Ja, das machen wir ganz bestimmt!

Otto: Wirklich? Erleuchte mich bitte!

Michael: Erstens, globale Erwärmung. Über die letzten 
200 Jahre, hat die Welt fossile Brennstoffe für Energie 
verbrannt. Das setzt dann schädliche Gase frei, die 
Sonnenlicht abfangen und die Erde erhitzen.

Otto: Du laberst absoluten Unsinn!

Michael: Was ist denn deine Meinung zu diesem Thema?

Otto: Die Welt hat viele Kriege und Krisen überlebt. Sie 
kann daher alles bewältigen, sogar das blöde Wetter.

Michael: Ich fürchte, dieses “blöde” Wetter kann 
verschiedenste Naturkatastrophen verursachen, die sehr 
gefährlich sein können.

Otto: Okay, du gewinnst, du bist der Kluge und hast 
immer Recht…

Michael: Danke!

Otto: Das war sarkastisch gemeint!

Michael: Ach komm schon!

Otto: Gib mir einen anderen Grund.

Michael: Okay, der zweiter Grund ist, das der Mensch 
nahezu 700 Tierarten getötet hat. Aufgrund der 
Industrialisierung und der höheren CO2-Emissionen 
werden wir bald die einzige Lebensform sein und da wir 
andere Lebensformen benötigen, wird deren Ausrottung 
auch zu unserem Tod führen.

Otto: Du bist komplett verrückt und paranoid!

Michael: Kannst du mir einmal zustimmen?

Otto: Nicht diesem Unsinn!

Michael: Du bist so stur, öffne deine Augen!

Otto: Ich bin nicht stur, man hat dich einer Gehirnwäsche 
unterzogen.

Michael: Denk mal, wenn alle Arten aussterben, gibt es 
keine Kühe. Keine Kühe, keine Burger!

Otto: Ist mir egal!

Michael: Warum?

Otto: Rate mal?

Michael: Was?

Otto: Ich bin Vegetarier.

Michael: WAS!?!?

Kenan Kagan - Year 10
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                     Yiming Guo - Year 8

                     Wafi Ali - Year 9



Humanities
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The Faculty of Humanities

There is potential to lose sight of or forget the body of 
the 2019-20 academic year which preceded the final 

day St. Olave’s was completely on Friday 20th March 
2020! In September the faculty welcomed Dr Alessandra 
Abbatista into its fold and Alexander Carroll stepped 
into the role of Head of Classics. The faculty enjoyed 
a very successful review in November 2019, which 
celebrated the consistency of the quality of teaching 
and learning which takes place in its classrooms along 
with highlighting the passion students demonstrate 
in engaging with the range of clubs and societies its 
departments offer. 

The academic year was dominated by the Covid-19 
lockdown and the Humanities Faculty duly rose to the 
challenge of providing stimulating, effective remote 
learning for Olavians from the off! Presentations were 
uploaded, videos recorded and uploaded via Microsoft 
Stream and a plethora of materials shared which 
enabled students to go some way toward replicating the 
experience of lessons from home. 

Daniel Espejo
      S___Head of History  

The efforts of the Humanities staff in preparing and 
assessing work and students in tackling the demands of 
working remotely and finding a range of creative ways to 
channel their interests beyond the curriculum will be a 
legacy of the Covid-19 Lockdown! 



Olavian 2020– 99

The Department of History

“Some of you may have noticed that it has not been 
a great year. Disasters of disease and disruption; 

disasters violently compounded by our inability to 
temper our wishes and tolerate our differences; and, 
finally, death upon death of treasured talismans of better 
times.” New York Times, December 2016

It could be tempting to cut and paste the columnist 
Charles Nevin’s conclusion on 2016 into the end of 
the year articles being written about 2020! While 2020 
may or may not be the “Worst year in History” as some 
commentators have taken to labelling it, it certainly has 
presented a range of previously unforeseen challenges! 
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic commentators have 
drawn links with the Spanish Flu of 1918-20 but it is 
notable that none were able to suggest it foreshadowed 
remote schooling in 2020! The efforts of the department 

and its students are notable, History Society took place 
via Microsoft Teams and an excellent History Journal 
titled “Untold Stories” was written and published. A 
number of Year 12 students wrote excellent entries for 
university based essay competitions and although they 
were ultimately awarded Centre Assessed Grades, both 
Year 11 and 13 should be proud of the efforts they 
invested in their GCSE and A Level studies respectively. 
While it was a challenging year (and 2020-21 may prove 
to be equally unsettled!) it was nonetheless a rewarding 
one!

 Daniel Espejo
                    Head of History
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Students’ Work
The Delhi Iron Pillar 

Modern day industrialised countries couldn’t have 
produced such a column of corrosion-free wrought 

iron until 1784 . The Gupta dynasty in India had 
completed this metallurgical marvel 1600 years ago!

With the unassuming name of the Iron Pillar, this 
monument has braved Delhi’s heat, monsoons and even 
cannon-fire , when it should have turned into a pile of 
rust in a matter of years. The pillar has come to symbolize 
the artistic works of Indian craftsmen and blacksmiths, 
the shifting struggle of power for Delhi right until the 
British Raj and its modern revival as an astronomical 
area of interest. 

A 6-line Gupta Brahmi-Sanskrit inscription on the pillar 
records that the pillar was set up by Chandragupta II, in 
reverence of Vishnu (a Hindu God), at Vishnupadagri 
which mysteriously translates to “the hill of the 
footprint of Vishnu”. Studies have shown that this site 
is not Delhi, but modern day Udayagiri , 50km from 
Bhopal, central India, at a latitude of 23 ° 31’, almost 
on the Tropic of Cancer. This object provides an insight 
into the astronomical feats which were being achieved 
during the Gupta dynasty. The reputed book ‘Surya 
Siddhanta’ is a Sanskrit treatise which was published 
in the Chandragupta era and covers gravity, sidereal 
revolutions, the length of a typical tropical year, the 
eastward movement of planets, and the estimated size 
and position of the sun and planets. Studies have shown 
that during summer solstice, the shadow of the pillar 
would fall perfectly along the passageway of the ancient 
Udayagiri Caves, lined by the idols of the Gods on either 
side. Astronomy, religion, and architecture evidently had 
an intimate relationship.

Alas, given the seeming perfections of this multifaceted 
monument, it is not complete in its present form. A deep 
socket on the top of the pillar suggests that there was once 
a memorial of Garuda, the flying companion of Lord 
Vishnu . This observation would suggest that during the 

reign of Chandragupta, society followed the Hindu sect 
of Vaishnavism (Adherents to Vishnu). However, the 
Udayagiri caves have reliefs of Shiva, as well as his son 
Ganesha, alongside Chandragupta’s favourite, Vishnu. 
The history of the Iron Pillar thus displays an accepting 
society, a tolerant Chandragupta, and a reign symbolised 
by relative stability and prosperity. As a historian, justice 
is not served if one merely observes the coinage of the 
time which is the most common and explicit window into 
Chandragupta’s reign, as the large majority simply bore 
Garuda, the eagle devotee of Vishnu, which symbolised 
the Gupta dynasty. 

British Archaeologist Alexander Cunningham wrote 
that the pillar was moved to Delhi under the rule of 
Anangpal II, Tomar King . While the exact dates are not 
known, the Iron Pillar continued to stand tall and rust 
free regardless of the sovereign of the land. 

Why? 

The Iron Pillar is a testimony to the high level of skill 
of the ancient Indian ironsmiths in the extraction 
and processing of iron. A 1963 study by M.K Ghosh  
suggests that the pillar was created by hammering lumps 
of hot iron, one at a time, to shape the pillar. The iron 
used to forge the column was extraordinarily pure, except 
for the higher than usual levels of phosphorous, enabling 
it to remain rust free for centuries.  Each lump is thought 
to weigh 44 to 66lbs! The surface of the pillar shows 
hammer marks on the forged iron – Ghosh opined that 
120 labourers took 2 weeks  to create the pillar. 

Currently, the Iron Pillar stands amongst the ruins of 
the Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque, the oldest within north 
India. For Nader Shah, the invading Shah of Persia, such 
a symbol of Hindu culture within a mosque was far too 
much. Apart from ordering the death of 20,000 – 30,000 
men and women in Delhi in a single day , he also ordered 
cannon fire on the Iron Pillar. It survived and continues 
to stand. Studying the Iron Pillar provides an insight into 
an extremely bloody episode of Delhi’s history, coupled 
with the continued lure of its riches. Leaving with 
treasures collected over 2 centuries of Mughal rule, the 
Shah believed that hidden jewels were in the top-most 
half of the Iron Pillar. Wayward shooting meant that 
damage was inflicted to the mosque instead.

During the British Raj, several engineers, archaeologists, 
and historians, most famously Sir Alexander 
Cummingham and Vincent A. Smith, took great interest 
in the Iron Pillar. Such a “remarkable and interesting 
monument” hailed the “mechanical skill capable of 
accomplishing so great a work ”. Interest since, has 
largely declined. 
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Presently, as a tourist attraction, its wonders and 
significance are often left unappreciated by the naked 
eye. The prophecy claims that if you can stand with your 
back to the pillar and wrap your arms around it, your 
wish will be fulfilled .The Iron Pillar of Delhi has seen 
emperors, sultans, shahs, queens, and kings of Britain 
pass by. At 7.21 metres, it appears hardly revolutionary 
or awe-inspiring. Yet the material, the inscriptions, and 
the fractures tell us much more than the dexterity of the 
original engineers. It provides a window into the ever-
changing religious fluctuations within Indian society, the 
progress of ancient astrology, and the shifting balance of 
power within the capital.

Ishan Kalia - Year 12

CIA - Project Acoustic Kitty

The Cold War made many demands on the different 
countries that took part especially America. With 

the desperacy to know confidential information of the 
Soviets, America needed secret spies to unknowingly 
for the Russians, gain this information. One of the ideas 
that was brought up and later was executed as well was 
the use of cats. Although they were creatures behaving 
in their own manner and having no effect from the 
orders of others and the project as a whole seeming a 
no-brain failure, the Americans had the ambition that 
they could successfully use these inquisitive creatures as 
an advantage in the war. Cats seemed innocent and not 
very useful in peoples’ lives at the time and hence, they 
seemed the perfect indirect weapon for the Soviet failure.

 One of the powerful characteristics of the cat that could 
create problems was Curiosity. Although, in our eyes, 
curiosity can be an asset, for cats and the technology 
experts at the CIA’s science and technology department, 
this was a huge obstacle in training the cat.  The people 
at the CIA wanted the cat to listen to instructions and 
be able to walk short distances and record conversations 
of officials from other countries. In the end, this meant 

that a microphone was inserted and plugged in the ear 
canal of the cat’s ear, an antenna wire was woven along 
the spine (the fur of the cat helped to conceal this 
and make it look like any other cat) and a transmitter 
and power supply which were hidden under the cat’s 
tummy area under a small cut made by the scientists. 
This overall project cost the CIA $20 million mainly for 
the equipment that was needed. This was not that the 
equipment was too advanced as it was but the main issue 
was that the parts needed to be extremely small so that 
the fur could conceal it and the cat would not be looked 
upon with suspicion. 

Victor Marchetti, who was an assistant to the Deputy 
director of the Central Intelligence Agency of America, 
quoted that they were making a Franken Kitty and “they 
made a monstrosity”. Furthermore, additional costs had 
to be made as part of the $20 million that were for more 
wires and treatments that helped the cat to focus on the 
job when feeling hungry and bored. Overall, it took 5 
years to perfect the training to the standard that was 
expected.

1967 was the year that this spy cat was first venturing out 
into the streets as an American spy and it was a drastic 
failure with the cat being run over by a taxi when crossing 
the road to reach the Soviet Officials that the Americans 
were thirsty for information from.  This accident now 
meant that the CIA had to decide whether to continue 
the project or abandon it and waste the money that 
had been spent on the cat. Later, in September 1983, a 
memorandum was released and below is a sentence from 
it that states that the environmental and security factors 
were what prevented the mission from continuing. This 
memorandum can be found in the National Security 
Archive in the George Washington University. Recently, 
Robert Wallace, the former director of the technical 
branch of the CIA, mentioned that it was due to 
difficulties in training the cats that caused the mission 
to be abandoned. 

These two opinions clearly have some conflict with each 
other but one of the surprising things that we find is that 
no one speaks of the cost creating an economical issue 
for the continuation of the mission. Another perspective 
that we have that talks on the behalf of many people 
is one that questions the progress of the mission and 
questions the success if the cat hadn’t been run over. This 
is by Jeffrey Richelson of the NSA Archive who told the 
Telegraph, “I’m not sure for how long after the operation 
the cat would have survived even if it hadn’t been run 
over”.  
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One aspect that really needs to be addressed is what we 
can learn from this project and if it could be used again 
in the hope of potential success. The learning was not 
only that our technological skill sets are so vast and are 
continuing to enlarge but also that there is a virtual and 
moral line in developing ideas for country benefit and if 
we cross this line, we go from intelligent ideas to harmful 
ideas not only for humans but also environmentally and 
for many other organisms. Overall, I think that this 
project really showed the true colour of the CIA but also 
showed that we all fail. Although it is saddening that we 
could not confirm if the idea would really practically be 
able to gather secret information, we have fundamentally 
realised that this idea and others similar to it are not 
practical in financial and environmental terms. After the 

Freedom of Information Act was passed in November 
2000, the CIA was clearly exposed of the mistakes it had 
made in the art of spying and secrecy and I believe that 
this was just one of those projects. 

Personally, I believe that this project could be successful 
if tried again especially, because the risk is the same as 
last time, the accident in 1967 being due to pure fate. 
On the contrary, I believe that we have learnt a lot about 
technology advancement in this project but it should not 
be attempted due to the financial deficit it could create 
for countries particularly if it failed and the harm it could 
provide for these curious creatures.

Wafi Ali - Year 9



Olavian 2020– 103

National CompetitionsThe Department of Geography

Another year in Geography has passed and it 
has arguably been one of the most unusual yet! 

Students have tackled a range of challenging physical 
and human geography content from around the world. 
The introduction of brand new topics at year 7 such as 
‘Amazing Africa’, ‘Sustainable Futures’ and ‘Ice Worlds’ 
have broadened our youngest Olavian’s minds whilst 
the year 13’s have pushed the boundaries of their 
own knowledge by investigating unique and thought 
provoking topics for their NEA, including ‘To what 
extent is Korean culture impacting the place profile 
of New Malden’ and ‘To what extent is mental health 
influenced by the deprivation of the living environment 
in the Bromley Borough’. As usual Geography Students 
have been offered a range of extra experiences to support 
their learning such as attending a Hazards Conference in 
London and trips to Seaford, Croydon and the Ashdown 
Forest. And whilst sadly some trips have had to be 
cancelled due to these unprecedented times, next year 
is sure to offer more opportunities to develop students 
geographical understanding in the real world. Indeed, 
what has been most impressive has been the resilience 
and determination of the Olavian geographers who have 
continued to work hard throughout lockdown in very 
challenging circumstances – well done all!

Rhiannon Smith
      S___Head of Geography  

Eco-Schools Green Flag Award
Congratulations to Ms Benham and the Eco-Schools 
team on achieving the Green Flag Award, with their 
focus on Waste, Litter and School Grounds. The 
Eco-Schools programme provides a unique opportunity 
that empowers pupils to lead change within their school 
and have a positive impact in their wider community. The 
programme also encourages pupils to work together to 
develop their knowledge and environmental awareness.
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Students’ Work
“Affluence is one of the main causes of 
non-communicable diseases.” To what 
extent do you agree with this statement. 

Diseases of affluence like cardiovascular disease, 
cancers, depression and diabetes must be 

non-communicable by definition. This demonstrates, 
through the name ‘diseases of affluence’ itself, 
that affluence must be one of the major causes of 
non-communicable diseases although there are other 
factors like the environment and genetics involved too. 
However, these are seemingly less significant. 

Obesity is a factor that causes an increased risk to major 
non-communicable diseases like cardiovascular disease, 
diabetes and some cancers. In the UK, obesity is becoming 
increasingly prevalent, as are its links to cardiovascular 
disease (CVD). ¼ of British adults are obese and obesity 
levels have trebled in the last 30 years. The main causes of 
increased obesity levels in the UK are the growth of the 
sedentary lifestyle, a loss of culinary skills leading to an 
increase in the consumption of fast food and the increased 
availability of fast foods. All these factors stem from the 
UK being an AC. The sedentary lifestyle comes from the 
economic shift into the tertiary and quaternary sector. 
As more people sit in offices with high paying jobs, they 
aren’t doing strenuous manual labour which is a form 
of exercise. There are fewer opportunities for physical 
activity in an urban setting. Furthermore, increased 
disposable income leads to increased car ownership 
which means less walking, more fast food as people can 
afford it and more screen time through video games and 
TV. Affluence, clearly heightens the sedentary lifestyle 
which is the cause for obesity and thus CVD. In the 
UK, adults spend around 27 hours a week watching TV 
according to a survey of 2000 adults by the ‘independent’. 
Obesity leads to increased cholesterol which causes high 
blood pressure, increasing the risk of CVD. However, 
although these socio-economic factors are caused by the 
increasing affluence of individuals, social deprivation 
in the UK results in more children being obese. This is 
mainly due to the fact that healthy foods have become 
more expensive as a healthy lifestyle becomes trendier 
and more fashionable. They therefore turn to cheaper, 
easy to prepare, processed foods. Therefore, although 
obesity which links to CVD is prevalent in the UK due 
to increasing disposable incomes, it is also evident that 
poorer households are more likely to face obesity. So, 
affluence is a major factor, but it is not necessary for a 
rise in non-communicable diseases, specifically CVD.  

However, lung cancer is a major issue facing the Chinese 
population although China is not a AC. Lung cancer 
in China is caused by smoking and the thick layer of 
smog. However, although China is not an AC, it is still 
developing. The air pollution problem in China is due 

to factories that produce steel and aluminium primarily. 
This is an issue caused by China developing, in other 
words becoming more affluent. This is illustrated in the 
concept of epidemiological transition. China currently 
would be in the era of receding pandemics, whereby 
industrialisation leads to an increase in asthma and 
lung cancer and improved healthcare, sanitation and 
access to medicines reduces the spread of communicable 
diseases. As a country develops, it moves through the 
different eras. The model is linked to the demographic 
transition model, so as a country becomes more 
developed it moves away from communicable diseases 
and non-communicable diseases and degenerative 
diseases become more significant. This is clearly the case 
with China and lung cancer, so although China is not 
and AC, the increase in lung cancer cases is caused by 
increasing affluence. We can argue that smoking also 
causes lung cancer and can occur anywhere in the world 
despite affluence. For example, Cuban cigars are famous 
worldwide ad as the soil and climate is favourable for 
growing tobacco, the tobacco market is extensive and 
farmers can produce cigars for personal use. However, 
smoking is not as significant a factor compared to air 
pollution in causing lung cancer, and thus the statement 
still holds true. 

Clinical depression is a non-communicable disease that 
occurs worldwide irrespective of a country’s affluence. 
Australia has one of the lowest rates for diagnosis of 
depression whereas LIDCs like Algeria and Iran have 
one of the highest. Therefore, although depression is 
classified as a disease of affluence, it affects individuals 
worldwide, not just in ACs. Depression seems to be 
on the rise in impoverished countries which defies 
the stereotype of ‘poor but happy’. Poverty induced 
depression is a result of financial issues. A lack of money 
means that individuals cannot obtain high quality 
education or provide so for their children, which makes 
it difficult to escape the cycle of poverty. Furthermore, 
the stress of not knowing if there will be food on the 
table (immense food insecurity) combined with the 
stress of having to pay expensive medical bills if someone 
in your family falls sick can lead to severe depression. 
Additionally, depression and other mental illnesses are 
surrounded by a stigma particularly in LIDCs where 
there is not a lot of awareness surrounding these issues 
and a lack of healthcare and support. This can deepen 
depression if people are shunned form communities. 
Lastly, countries like India have high depression rates 
due to social pressure as well as financial troubles. 
Depression is prevalent amongst students due to the 
highly competitive environment. Depression is also high 
amongst the LGBTQ+ community as people are still not 
accepting due to social stigmas and political factors. Thus, 
although depression is classed as a disease of affluence, 
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there is compelling evidence to suggest impoverished 
countries suffer more, with more unreported cases also 
due to stigmas. 

Diabetes is a non-communicable disease that is classed 
as a disease of affluence as it is caused by lifestyle factors, 
however, it is also genetic in some ways and occurs 
globally. Diabetes is distributed quite evenly around the 
wold, with cases in every country. The lowest proportion 
of diabetes is found in South and North West Africa, as 
well as Mongolia, where the percentage of the population 
with diabetes is less than 4%. The global distribution of 
diabetes highlights that this non-communicable disease 
is prevalent in all countries and has very little to do with 
affluence. Type 2 diabetes is a result of lifestyle choices 
linked to affluence, however, as mentioned previously, 
people living in deprived households are more likely 
to be obese which increases the risk of diabetes. Type 1 
diabetes is when the body lacks responsiveness to insulin 
or cannot produce enough. This doesn’t link to lifestyle 
factors and subsequently doesn’t really link to affluence. 
Type 1 diabetes is genetic in a sense and individuals 
are more vulnerable if members of their family had the 
disease. Type 1 diabetes, although is classified as a disease 
of affluence, therefore has very little to do with affluence. 
We can argue therefore, that affluence is not significant 
for all of the main non-communicable diseases.

In conclusion I agree with the statement, affluence is 
one of the main causes of non-communicable diseases, 
if not the main factor. However, it doesn’t not apply 
for all non-communicable diseases and there are cases 
of non-communicable disease in LIDCs. However, 
affluence remains a major factor. Richard Horton said 
‘NCDs are “lifestyle diseases”, driven by the products of 
legal (if not loved) multinational corporations. They are 
by-products of our freedoms, unfortunate but inevitable 
consequences of human advance’, which sums up that 
the rise of non-communicable diseases globally fits in 
with the pattern of development globally. As countries 
develop, non-communicable diseases become more 
prevalent, thus, affluence remains, at large one of the 
main factors influencing non-communicable diseases. 

Harini Iyer - Year 12

‘Explain the conservation issues faced by 
one medicinal plant you have studied’

The Opium poppy is a medicinal plant used in 
medicine as a painkiller in the forms of morphine 

and codeine, and in the illegal drug trade in the form of 
heroin. Its use is widespread and has high demand, with 
144 countries in 2015 consuming morphine. However 
,this international trade, especially in the illegal drug 
market, leads to conservation issues, including the 

endangering of species survival and threats to natural 
ecosystems. 

The problem lies with the dependence rural households 
have on the cultivation of the opium poppy: 191500 rural 
households in Afghanistan depended on growing illegal 
opium, as other crops like cotton was not sufficient to 
support their families due to falling prices. The impact 
of the rural cultivation on the natural ecosystems was 
the neglect of sustainable methods. An example of this 
is in the Golden Triangle region of Laos, Myanmar and 
Thailand, provided the main cultivation area for opium 
poppies. These rural families also tended to choose steep-
sloped, narrow mountain canyons or isolated stream 
valleys in order to limit their visibility and thus protecting 
their business. The already thin forest soil of upland 
agricultural plots, accompanied with the unsustainable 
slash-and-burn method of harvest used meant that new 
forest plots would be cleared after just two or three crop 
cycles. This rapid deforestation can lead to endemic plant 
species to become vulnerable or even extinct due to their 
inability to reproduce fast enough to keep up with the 
destruction. It can also change the structure of the forest 
and lead to an influx of invasive species that can cause 
further damage to the ecosystem. Eventually, it may 
even reach a point where the opium poppy crop itself is 
affected and unable to be produced to meet the demand 
in the future as the soils are too depleted to support it. 

The illegal trade also causes direct harm to the natural 
environment, by releasing toxic chemicals into the 
habitat. In the heroin production process, highly 
dangerous chemicals like acetylating agents and other 
toxic by-products from the conversion of morphine to 
heroin is commonly roughly discarded and allowed to 
seep into waterways. These heroin refineries are often 
in isolated jungle locations to hide their illicit activity, 
and therefore the waste would seep into the bodies of 
water present in the areas (streams, rivers, etc.). These 
toxic chemicals are harmful to plants and animals, and 
consumption of this contaminated water can lead to the 
unexpected reduction in populations of these animals. 
As these tropical forest areas contain about 70% of the 
terrestrial plant species with extremely high biodiversity, 
harmful chemicals causing destruction to these areas 
would lead to a devastating loss of biodiversity. 

While the legal trade of opium poppies for morphine 
and codeine is heavily regulated by the UN in 
sustainable and legal cultivation, the illegal trade is a 
barrier to the abilities of governmental organisations to 
impose conservation restrictions, for example the failure 
of the Poppy eradication campaign in 2012 to close 
down illegal poppy fields in Afghanistan. As it was the 
only means of income for the rural farmers, the often 
resorted to violence to protect their poppy fields, leading 
to 102 deaths of Afghan soldiers, police officers and 
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civilians during the campaign efforts. This barrier means 
vulnerable areas of biodiversity in Afghanistan cannot be 
protected against overcultivation. 

Overall, in terms of the opium poppy, it is not the legal 
trade, but the illegal trade of the medicinal plant that 
causes the conservation issues. Due to the power that 
the UN holds over the licensing and monitoring of legal 
opium poppy crops in Tasmania, Turkey and India, they 
are able to ensure sustainable methods of production 
are used. However, in the illegal trade, there are no 
enforced environmental laws and thus the motivation 
of short-term profit overrules sustainability and safety, 
leading to harvesting methods that deplete the habitat, 
overcultivation reducing biodiversity and the release 
of harmful chemical by-products that make plant 
populations vulnerable to extinction.

Isabelle Soo - Year 12

Guinea Worms

Dracunculiasis or guinea worm disease is a parasitic 
disease caused by along thread like worm, and 

has proven to be fairly challenging to eradicate across 
the world. There are multiple different reasons for 
this. One such reason is the fact that there is no cure 
to the disease. This means that there is no medicine to 
destroy the parasites that cause it and thus no method 
of preventing it from spreading, medically. In addition 
to this, it usually tends to affect people in rural, deprived 
and isolated communities, who depend on surface water 
sources for consumption and bathing. This also means 
that it is usually those in LIDCs in remote areas with 
little education or knowledge about the disease that 
are affected, making it challenging to address through 
education and also meaning that many cases are not 
reported. If cases are not reported and are in areas 
without access to disease education then it is likely that 
it will continue to spread in an unprecedented way. As 
well as this, the first prominent symptoms of the disease 
such as a painful blister and the emergence of one or 
more worms from this only occurs around 12 months 
after primary infection. This means that it can be a whole 
year before anyone can be certain they have the disease 
and it will go untreated. A lack of education and this 
symptom may also mean that people will be unaware of 
how it is spread through water sources, and to alleviate 
the pain will put the blistered area in a water source. In 
turn, someone else may drink this water and the cycle of 
parasitic infection will continue. All of this makes it very 
difficult to eradicate the disease

Alice Ibbott - Year 12

‘Geology is the most significant influence 
on coastal landscapes’. To what extent do 
you agree with this statement?

The geology of a coastal landscape plays a large role 
in how the coastline is shaped. One of the main 

ways the geology influences the coast is through the 
different arrangements of hard and soft rock along the 
coastline, which leads to varying levels of erosion. The 
two main different types of coastline are concordant 
and discordant, with concordant having layers of 
rock that run parallel to the coastline and discordant 
perpendicular. Within the varying arrangements of 
hard and soft rock that run along the coast, differential 
erosion occurs, which leads to the formation of different 
landforms. For example, headlands and bays such as 
Durdle Door, will only form on discordant coastlines, 
while coves such as Lulworth cove will only form on 
concordant coastlines, demonstrating the influence of 
geology on shaping the coastal landscape. While geology 
in terms of hard and soft rock has a large impact on the 
coastline, more specifically, the type of rock that makes 
up the coastline such as sedimentary or igneous rocks, 
also plays a significant role. This is because as well as 
the different rock types forming different shaped cliffs, 
with igneous cliffs such as those in Cornwall typically 
being rugged and vertical, they can also impact how 
people interact with the coastline. An example of this 
is the Cliffs of Moher, Ireland, which are made out of 
sedimentary rocks, and therefore contain some fossils. 
This has increased tourism to the area with this area 
of the coast becoming a main attraction, showing how 
people’s use of the coastal landscape has been impacted 
by the geology of the coast.

However, while geology has a large impact on coastal 
landscapes, the role of humans also players a significant 
role. One of the main ways that humans influence the 
coastline is through coastal management techniques such 
as groynes and beach nourishment, which are used to try 
and slow/prevent coastal processes such as longshore drift 
and coastal erosion, and by doing so protect the coastline. 
An example of coastal management is at Mappleton on 
the Holderness coastline where in 1991, £1.9 million 
was spent on a boulder wall in order to protect the main 
road along the coast and all the business it supports in 
the local area. Due to the Holderness coastline being so 
high energy and high erosion, as a result of the weak 
boulder clay and the long fetch of the North sea, which 
brings with it high energy waves, without this human 
intervention, this section of the coastline would have 
been eroded, altering the shape of the coastal landscape, 
as well as how people are able to use the surrounding 
area. Another way that humans have influenced of the 
coastline is through the construction of other man-made 
structures such as the Palm Jumeirah, Dubai, which is 
a large artificial archipelago extending into the Persian 
Gulf. The construction for the Palm Jumeirah led to the 
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changing shape of the pre-existing Dubai coastline for a 
number of reasons. One of the main causes was a result of 
the large-scale dredging that occurred in order to provide 
the sediment to build the island, which resulted in the 
sea floor becoming deeper, leading to more powerful 
waves that erode the coast more. The construction of the 
island itself led to the disturbance of the pre-existing 
sediment cell, altering where sediment builds up, as 
well as the flows of sediment along the coastline with 
the net transport direction reversing from North East to 
South East, changing the shape of the coastal landscape. 
The construction also damaged the coastal ecosystems, 
with dust plumes from dredging, meaning that the rate 
of photosynthesis of plants was reduced, which would 
have had a knock-on effect throughout the ecosystem, 
impacting food sources of animals further up the food 
chain as the plants are the producers. All of this shows 
that large scale impact that human activity can have on 
coastlines.

In conclusion, I believe that geology is not the most 
important factor in influencing coastal landscapes, as 
while it holds great significance, other factors such as 
human activity hold much more power in being able to 
shape the coastline as well as deciding on how we use 
coastal landscapes, and the knock on impact that these 
decisions may have. 

Ciaran Corcoran - Year 12

‘Human activity is the main cause of 
landscape change within coastal systems.’ 
How far do you agree with this view?

Human activity can cause large changes in the 
landscapes within a coastal system. Resource 

extraction within a sediment cell can have a drastic impact 
on the landforms within that cell. Hallsands, Devon is 
found in the South-East of England, in the sediment 
cell between Selsey Bill and The Thames. The extraction 
of sediment from this beach has been a huge factor of 
the changes on the beach. Between 1897 and 1902, an 
estimated 395,000 m3 of shingle was extracted from 
Hallsands, causing the beach to drop by 3m. The beach 
has continued dropping ever since. The drop of the beach 
has been a large change to the area and has drastically 
impacted the way the beach is used. The falling height of 
the beach has meant that the landforms in Devon have 
become more susceptible to erosion from the waves. 
The North-Easterly Gale in 1917, which consisted of 
waves reaching 12m high, meant that a large part of the 
village was destroyed, leaving only 2 houses. This shows 
the drastic changes to landscape which can be caused by 
human activity, as the extraction of sediment radically 
changed the landscape at Hallsands, Devon.

Human need for urban growth in coastal areas has had 
many other impacts on coastal landforms. For example, 
in Dubai, the largest manmade island has been built 
(The Palm Jumeirah). This island was built using only 
natural materials including sand and rock. The island is 
56km long and 94 million cubic metres of sand, as well 
as 5.5 million cubic metres of rock were used during the 
construction. The purpose of this manmade island was 
to allow Dubai to find a new source of income, as oil 
resources run out, and the country invests in becoming 
the most successful luxury tourist destination. Although 
this project was successful in fulfilling its purpose, the 
human activity involved in completing the island did 
have a large impact on the landforms in the area. By 
building a massive structure so close to the shoreline, 
wave movement in the area has altered. The current is 
changing the shape of the coastline. In some places, the 
sand is deposited, extending the beaches out to sea. In 
others, the beach is eroded away. Some places could be 
eroded by 5 to 10m per year. Eventually, this erosion 
could destroy mainland resorts, property and roads. 

Shoreline management is another way in which humans 
intervene with sediment cells and modify landforms and 
beach profiles. A common form of hard engineering is 
to implement groynes to try and reduce the effects of 
longshore drift. Groynes prevent the build-up of the 
beach in one direction as longshore drift moves sediment 
across the beach. The use of groynes can mean that beach 
profiles are affected, as sediment accumulates on one side 
of the groyne, and sediment drops can be seen along the 
beach. Groynes can affect stores and flows of sediment on 
the beach and they have an impact on wave energy within 
the coastal system. For example, at Seaford the drop on 
either side of the terminal groyne was very different. At 
40m along the groyne, the groyne drop on the East side 
of the groyne was 6.8m and on the West side was 2.55m. 
This shows that longshore drift is occurring, meaning 
that the prevailing wind causes sediment to travel up the 
beach and that over time the sediment is built up on 
the east from the south west. The human intervention 
of using groynes explains the landforms on the beach, as 
the beach profile changes along the coast.

However, it is not just human activity which causes 
landscape changes within coastal systems. Physical factors 
such as changes in sea levels can create submergent and 
emergent landforms, as previous landforms are altered. 
An example of a submergent landform is a ria, as found 
in Bantry Bay, Ireland. The bay runs approximately 
35 km from northeast to southwest into the Atlantic 
Ocean. A ria is a flooded river valley along with its 
tributaries. Lower sea levels in the past meant that there 
was more energy for vertical erosion, creating deep 
valleys. In recent years, as the sea level rises, the valleys 
flood creating deeper and wider river channels, leading 
towards the coast. 
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Other natural causes of changing landforms are the 
processes of erosion, transportation and deposition. This 
can be shown in the crack, cave, arch, stump sequence. 
Cracks in headlands are widened through erosional 
processes such as hydraulic action and abrasion. 
These cracks can also be formed by wave refraction on 
headlands. This occurs when wave orthogonals converge, 
and erosion concentrates on weaknesses in the cliff 
between the position of high and low tide. The headland 
is further exploited by erosional process and weathering 
until a cave is formed, and then an arch. Processes such as 
freeze-thaw and carbonation expand the cave vertically. 
When the arch reaches a certain height and the ground 
above becomes unstable due to weathering and can no 
longer support its weight under the force of gravity. 
Eventually mass movement occurs to leave a pillar to the 
side of the previous arch. The stack is undercut at the base 
until it collapses to form a stump. After a long period 
of impact from erosion and weathering, the stump will 
eventually disappear underwater, creating a reef.

This sequence is a good example of how coastal landforms 
can change overtime due to natural factors from the sea. 
This can be seen in Dorset, at the Durdle Door. This 
is a huge, natural limestone arch on the Dorset coast, 
located between Swanage and Weymouth. The arch was 
formed when less resilient rock was eroded by the sea. 
The eastern side, Durdle Door Cove, is protected by the 
arch, while the rest of the beach is partially sheltered by 
a submerged offshore reef. Overtime, the arch will be 
eroded by weathering and eventually a stump will be 
formed.

Physical factors have been changing the coast since the 
beginning of time, and the coasts have always adapted 
to the changes caused by weathering, erosion and other 
factors such as changing sea levels. Human activities 
are more recent and tend to affect coastal landforms in 
different ways to the physical factors, as the coast adapts 
in different, more unexpected ways. Sediment cells are 
self-contained and adapt themselves as changes occur. 
However, as humans force changes within cells, this 
can have unintended knock-on effects at other coastal 
locations. 

Overall, I think that both human and physical factors 
have equal impacts on coastal systems, but the footprints 
of human activities are larger as they tend to bring about 
changes which can have negative impacts on the fragile 
coastal ecosystems.

Lilya Desai - Year 12

‘Coastal landscape systems change only 
slowly over long periods of time.’ Discuss. 

One way in which coastal landscape systems change 
slowly is climate change which can change the 

landscape of a coastal system through different landforms 
such as raised beaches and fjords. Raised beaches are an 
example of an emergent coastal landform and are formed 
when sea levels fall (eustatic change) or land level uplifts 
(isostatic change) and this causes a section of the sea 
bed to rise above the sea level, forming a new section of 
beach known as a raised beach. This can take a very long 
time and can occur very slowly because climate change 
is a long process and the land/sea level change is often 
very slow and because this is the factor that causes raised 
beaches it can be concluded that formation of raised 
beaches are very slow and take a long time. Oregeny, 
which is when a continental plate crumples and is pushed 
upwards changing the land level also takes a long time. 
An example of a raised beach is Hudson Bay, Canada 
which is 315m high. Furthermore another example of 
slow developing landform is a fjord which is a U shaped 
valley which is formed when a V-shaped valley fills with 
snow during an ice-age which compacts and freezes. 
Then through plucking and abrasion it eventually turns 
into a U-shaped valley after the ice-age has concluded. 
This process takes very long because it starts when there 
is an ice age and completes when the ice age finishes. An 
example of a fjord is Loch Torridon on the west coast 
of Scotland. These examples show how landforms can 
be very slow in development and can happen over long 
periods of time.

However coastal landscapes can also change quickly over 
a shorter period of time. For example coastal engineering 
techniques such as hard engineering and soft engineering 
can be done quickly in the modern day, changing the 
coast in a very short time period. Hard engineering 
methods include sea walls which can be erected quickly 
on the coast in order to prevent or reduce erosion on 
the beach. Soft engineering techniques such as beach 
nourishment can be done very quickly due to new and 
advanced technology - an example of this being used is in 
the creation of the Palm Island in Dubai and this whole 
project took only 6 years to build (not just including 
beach nourishment) and this shows how quick coastal 
engineering techniques can be. Furthermore erosion is 
a process which occurs every day and often the rate of 
erosion can increase significantly due to stronger winds 
which cause longer wave fetch creating more powerful 
waves as well other factors such as the weather conditions 
- for example freezing temperatures and heavy rain 
increase weathering and the rate of erosion - this means 
that lots of erosion can happen in a short period of time 
changing the coastal landscape quickly. These points are 
evidence that not all coastal landscape changes are slow 
and take a long time. An example of this fast erosion is 
Holderness Bay in Yorkshire which receives high energy 
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and long fetch waves from the North Sea and this has 
meant that in 1993 there was rotational landslide of an 
estimated 1 million tonnes causing the coast to move 
17m inwards. This is evidence of how coastal landscapes 
can change quickly. 

Therefore in conclusion I believe that the statement 
‘coastal landscape systems change only slowly over long 
periods of time’ is not true since there are plenty of 
examples which support the fact that coastal landscape 
systems can change quickly such as through coastal 
management or erosion. However it is also true that 
many coastal landscape changes are long term and 
occur very slowly such as landforms influence by climate 
change like fjords.

Milan Chibber - Year 12

‘Geology is the most significant influence 
on coastal landscapes.’ To what extent do 
you agree with this statement? 

Coastal landscapes are affected by several factors 
including geology, climate and geomorphic 

processes. These factors work together to determine the 
nature of a coastline. 

Geology is an important factor that influences coastal 
landscapes and it determines erosion rates and what 
landforms are formed. Geology comprises of the 
structure and arrangement of rocks and lithology 
which is the actual makeup of the individual rocks. The 
structure of the rocks and the way they are arranged 
play and important part in influencing coastal systems. 
Where more resistant rock and softer, less resistant 
rock are arranged in layers parallel to the wave crests, 
a concordant coastline is formed. Where the bands of 
more and less resistant rock lie perpendicular to the 
wave fronts, a discordant coastline is formed. The nature 
of the coastline determines what landforms are created. 
Headlands and bays can be formed along a discordant 
coastline and coves like Lulworth cove, located along 
the Jurassic coastline in Dorset, can be formed along 
concordant coastlines. The entrance to Lulworth cove 
is a gap between more resistant limestone, whereas the 
cove itself is formed where weaker rock like clay and 
greensand has been eroded. Rock type also influences the 
coastal landscape. Harder rock types like chalk are more 
resistant to erosion, whereas softer rock types like clay 
are more susceptible to erosional processes like hydraulic 
action and abrasion. Headlands and bays are formed due 
to the differential erosion that takes place due to the 
different rock types. Harder rock takes a much longer 
time to erode than softer rock. For example, Swanage, 
in Dorset, has headlands and bays. Swanage Bay and 
Studland bay lie between the chalky headlands - Ballard 

point and the Durlston head.  

However, climatic factors significantly affect geomorphic 
processes along the coast. Wind speed greatly affects the 
Jurassic coastline. Wind speed and direction determine 
the type of waves that appear on the coastline. The wind 
creates frictional drag along the surface of the water, 
which causes the water to move in a circular motion. 
This creates a wave. A greater local windspeed creates 
destructive waves whereas a gentler wind produces 
constructive waves. The Jurassic coastline is home to 
numerous coastal landforms like the ‘Durdle door’ 
arch and ‘Old Harry’s rocks’. The Jurassic coastline is 
located along the south coast of England. The coastline 
is south-west facing and so there is a very large fetch of 
over 5000km over the Atlantic Ocean. This allows for 
large destructive waves to be formed. The majority of 
landforms situated along the Jurassic coast are formed 
through coastal erosion, predominantly. Thus, it can 
be argued that wind speed is a very significant factor 
as it determines wave type; destructive waves are more 
powerful and so are responsible for more erosion than 
deposition, and so more destructive waves along this 
stretch of coastline have caused the formation of the 
coastal landforms like arches, stacks and stumps. If the 
wind speed changed and waves were more constructive, 
the Jurassic coastline would be very different, as there 
would be greater depositional landforms like beaches. 
Thus, in determining the shape of a coastline, wind speed 
is very important as it determines wave type. 

Erosion and weathering also have significant influence 
on coastal landscapes. For example, reefs are formed 
through both erosion and weathering. Where there 
is a stump, the erosion targets the base of the stump 
and weakens it through abrasion and hydraulic action.  
Weathering targets the rest of the exposed rock. 
Weathering processes like freeze-thaw where water in 
cracks in the rock freeze and expand, weaken the rock 
and cause it to breakdown. For example, the stump 
at Old Harry’s rocks in Swanage, Dorset, over time 
will form a reef through these geomorphic processes. 
Without erosion and weathering, landforms would not 
form at all. The absence of geomorphic processes would 
also mean that the coastline would never change shape. 
Therefore, geomorphic processes influence coasts greatly.

In conclusion, all the factors work together to influence 
coastal landscapes, and it is difficult to isolate the impact 
of one without the others. However, I would argue that 
geomorphic processes have the greatest significance on 
coastlines, whereas geology and wind have more influence 
on the geomorphic processes. I would therefore disagree 
with the statement, because although significant, geology 
influences erosion and erosion itself affects coastlines.

Harini Iyer - Year 12
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“Cooling climates rather than warming 
climates have a more significant influence 
on coastal landscapes”. How far do you 
agree with this statement?
I believe that cooling climates have a more significant 
impact on coastal landscapes when compared to warming 
climates. One example of this is the fact that fjords are 
formed due to the glacier forming inside a v-shaped 
valley and erodes it via abrasion and plucking to form 
a u-shaped valley, which can later become a fjord when 
submerged partly in water. This can only happen when 
temperature drop a significant amount, like during an 
ice age, like that of around 50,000 years ago, as the valley 
must have enough snow in it to be compacted and so 
become a glacier. In addition, even though the warming 
climate is significant here, as this will eventually lead to 
the melting of the ice and rising sea level, it is not as 
significant as the cooling temperatures. This is because, 
if the sea levels had risen without the glacier melting 
first, it would still be a v-shaped valley due to the lack 
of abrasion from the missing glacier. As a result, a fjord 
would not have been formed without the glacier forming 
before the sea levels rise, showing how cooling climates, 
which created the glacier, have a more significant impact 
on coastal landscapes than warming climates. One such 
example is Sognefjord in Norway which is 4km deep. 
A second reason why cooling temperatures have a more 
significant impact on coastal landscapes than warming 
climates are because cooling climates bring around freeze 
thaw weathering. This type of weathering accelerates the 
transformations of coastlines by causing caves, arches 
and stacks to become more weathered and so break 
down and form arches stacks and stumps, respectively 
due to the moisture in the air and rain freezing within 
small cracks and expanding them. One such example is 
Durdle door on the Dorset coast, which is a well-known 
arch. Therefore, it can be seen that cooling climates not 
only shape new landforms at existing coastlines, but 
also accelerate the weathering of existing landforms, 
drastically changing coastal landscapes.

 However, I also believe that warming climates also 
have an impact on coastal landscapes. This is because, 
warm climate can cause sea ice or ice caps to melt and 
so therefore can cause isostatic changes in sea level, as 
it rises. This can produce many submergent landforms 
such as Rias, submerged rivers and tributaries which 
flood and widen due to rising volumes in water traffic. 
One such example is in Bantrey bay, Ireland. Other 
landforms can also be a product of rising sea levels such 
as shingle beaches, spits and tombolos. This is because, 
as sea levels fall, material is deposited due to shallower 
waters creating more friction with water and so forcing 
deposition. This builds up, forming ‘new land’ which is 
usually just off of coasts. Then, as sea levels rise again, 
water transports this sediment back towards the shore, 
until the sea becomes too shallow and so deposition 

occurs due to the drop in wave energy. As a result, lots of 
sediment can be deposited, forming a shingle beach, spit 
or tombolo. Like the tombolo joining the Dorset coast to 
the Isle of Portland in England which is there as a result 
of rising sea levels. 

Therefore, overall, I believe that the cooling climates 
have a more significant impact on coastal landscapes 
than warming climates as there are landforms which 
require cooling climates more than warming such as 
fjords, which could never become a fjord without cooling 
climates. However, I suspect that in the future, global 
warming will lead to more serious impacts on coasts such 
as flooding, and so warming climates will have a more 
significant impact on coastal areas than cooling climates 
in the future. 

Lorimer Béliard - Year 12

Animal lullaby
We walk all throughout,

the horn of Africa.

We bring, our animals,

as they are a part of our life.

We are Nomads,

who wonder throughout Africa.

Using these animals,

to feed our children’s mouths.

 

We follow, the rain,

in hope of good land to graze.

If its good, we may stay,

and make a good living there.

Although its not always good,

and we are always on the move.

This is our way of life,

and we will follow it through.
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We are Nomads,

who wonder throughout Africa.

Using these animals,

to feed our children’s mouths.

 

Sometimes, we come across towns.

And in, those towns, we sell what we can.

We Nomads, are important, for Africa,

as most of the animals exported,

come from us.

 

We are Nomads,

who wonder throughout Africa.

Using these animals,

to help Africa.

Tymoteusz Lecybyl - Year 8
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The Department of Classics

Did you know that ‘anemone’ is derived from the 
Greek meaning daughter of the wind and are given 

their own place in Ovid’s Metamorphoses? Venus turned 
them red in memory of her lover Adonis after he was 
gored by a boar sent by the jealous Diana. The Romans 
saw them as brining good health. I was pleased to see our 
white variety on my daily exercise in April.

The writings of the ancient Mediterranean basin have 
provided me recently with an even greater comfort than 
ever before. Virgil’s Eclogues have transported me away 
to mythological places which complement the beautiful 
wild flowers that have bloomed this Spring in such 
number.

As I have been preparing Tacitus’ Annals IV for teaching 
to the L6th I have had as perfect a commentary upon 
political life and leadership as from any modern source 
of news. Similarly, reviewing a collection of Greek elegy 
and iambus for the Journal of Classics Teaching, I have 
read for the first time Solon’s and Theognis’ differing 
views upon democracy and been reminded how precious 
it is. Xenophanes’ lines upon the joy of the symposium 
were quite apposite as I attended my first remote dinner 
party.

Marking Y11’s and U6th’s final essays about Psyche, 
Aeneas and Germanicus has transported me not just 
back to the classroom, but also to Greece, which I shall 
sadly not see for the second year in a row now.

I have reinforced my firm belief that reading past 
literature tells us more about ourselves than those who 
wrote them.

Dr. Abbattista, Mr. Budds and Miss Malik all deserve the 
greatest thanks for their superlative teaching, enthusing 
and educating our students in all aspects of the Classical 
world; Dr. Abbattista has brought energy and joie de 
vivre (or should I write gioia della vita) to r.23 and r.22 
alongside her encyclopaedic knowledge of Classical 
Greece. Mr. Budds, a doyen of cryptic crosswords has 
been applying that logic, his knowledge of English and 
ancient languages and culture to teach our Y7s to great 
acclaim.

We have had four novelties this year. In the Lower 
School, the Cambridge Latin Course has been 
introduced, and their online materials were our salvation 
from March onwards! I should thank both Mr. Rees for 
the School’s support and that of the Roman Society for 

kindly contributing towards this purchase. In Year Nine, 
Dr. Abbatista has introduced the rigours of John Taylor’s 
Latin to GCSE. In Year Eleven, we have read the second 
book of Virgil’s Aeneid with its famous account of the 
Trojans being freed from their own isolation in their 
city during a decade long siege only to be tricked by the 
famous Wooden Horse unleashing a terrible nightmare 
for Aeneas and his family to survive, that is if we can 
trust Aeneas’ account of it! He was the only survivor.

In U6th we have read Apuleius’ Metamorphoses 
(commonly known as the The Golden Ass), specifically 
the tale of Cupid and Psyche, a proper fairy story 
with some serious issues (some ironic): infatuation, 
incomprehensive language and imprisonment.

The Classics Society has been finely run by Freddie 
Skerrett and James Hayes and we are pleased to welcome 
Shreyas Bharadwaj and Ansh Batura to take over their 
consular positions. Talks have ranged from place of 
Greek women (Karo Agbro), to Alexander the Great’s 
life (Alexandra Wright 13W) and Homeric superheroes 
(Raul Dudas-Lyne 12S). The Society and other Classics 
students (including a group from Tiffin School) were 
addressed by Dr. Kathryn Tempest (University of 
Roehampton). Her title was The Advantage of a Political 
Outsider. What were the advantages and challenges 
for Cicero being a novus homo (‘new man’ or political 
outsider) in 1st Century B.C. Rome? What can modern 
politics tell us about Roman politics? There were many 
excellent questions from the students regarding how 
accurate our information from Cicero about Cicero is 
and his relationship with his nemesis Clodius. Peter 
Bellerby gave the vote of thanks. I concluded with a talk 
about the Mytilenian Debate from Athenian history 
when a moment of ancient genocide was avoided through 
democratic debate. 

Mr. Greenwood gave our first ever recorded lecture 
about Diocletian’s economic reforms and why modern 
economic thinking would have faulted them.

Dr. Abbattista’s Greek Club has introduced the language 
to our youngest Olavians and we both thank Edwin 
Roberts (13W) for his untiring efforts with this club and 
the language. 

I now give my personal thanks to Y11 for their three years 
of legendary good humour and courage during these 
interesting times and most of all stubborn perseverance. 
Also Dr. Abbattista and I send our best wishes to the 
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U6th whose great enthusiasm has been a source of 
many memorable lessons; James Hayes’ Tweets as a rural 
Athenian citizen complaining about sharing his vote 
with urban voters, George Guest’s views on Apuleius’ 
storytelling and Alexandra Wright’s independent efforts 
beyond the classroom (a worthy winner of the  Matthew 
Holmes Classics Prize) which will place her in a good 
position for her studies at Wadham in Classics and 
English.

Classics Society
We welcome Dr Abbattista and look forward to hearing 
more about her PhD in Greek Drama. The silver screen 
has been the theme this term: Shreyas Bharadwaj spoke 
about how the Percy Jackson films do not live up to the 
books. Alexandra Wright gave a history of Classical 
films; Mr Carroll responded explaining that Troy and 
300 have some value. Raul Dudas-Lyne showed the 
links between the superhero franchises and Classics. 
More traditional talks were given by Ben Moseley on 
ancient Spain, Jack Cowles and Ansh Batura on women 
in the Odyssey, Jonah McDonald on Cicero and Karo 
Agbro on ancient women.

Alexander Carroll
      S___Head of Classics  

Classics Day
Latinists and Classicists and a group from Tiffin School 
attended a talk by Dr Kathryn Tempest (University 
of Roehampton) on: ‘The Advantage of a Political 
Outsider. What were the advantages and challenges 
for Cicero being a novus homo (‘new man’ or political 
outsider) in 1st Century B.C. Rome? What can modern 
politics tell us about Roman politics?’ There were many 
excellent questions from the students regarding how 
accurate our information from Cicero about Cicero is 
and his relationship with his nemesis Clodius. Mr Carroll 
concluded with a talk about the Mytilenian Debate from 
Athenian history when a moment of ancient genocide 
was avoided through democratic debate.
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The Department of
Religious Studies 

Religious Studies can be a tricky subject to explain to 
the reader.  We tend not to produce experiments or 

artifacts or performances.  When a lesson has finished, 
the classroom looks largely as it did at the start of the 
day: RS is one of those subjects in the school that leaves 
a very small physical footprint.  And yet, if you stop 
a student in the corridor and chat to them about the 
subject, it becomes apparent that its footprint in the 
minds of students is much more significant.

Chats in the corridor are probably something we have 
all missed over the months of lockdown this year.  So for 
this year’s entry to the Olavian, I messaged a few students 
on Microsoft Teams to ask whether they would be happy 
to write a few words on the deliberately vague topic of 
what Religious Studies has meant to them.  These are 
the lockdown equivalents of bumping into a student in 
the corridor and asking them what they think about RS.  
These are not pieces of writing representing hours and 
hours of work or the pinnacle of student achievement.  
They are quick responses to a question.  As such, they 
represent the views of students unfiltered by too much 
editing or re-writing and I think that what they lack 
in polish they make up for in authenticity.  As Joshua 
(Year 12) replied, “You posted something about this on 
the Team, and I kind of rambled this out ... If you like it 
then please do use it”.

Thomas Blew – Year 7
R.S. this year has been great. For me, the big thing 
was learning about the beliefs of different religions, 
such as Hinduism and Islam, as well as Christianity. I 
think that that this has been helpful in broadening my 
understanding about other faiths.

Something which has stood out for me this year is 
having discussions as a class, debating different ideas and 
everyone contributing their thoughts. I have also enjoyed 
doing the more creative activities, such as artwork and 
building models, to further explain our interpretation of 
things.

One of the more challenging tasks during the year was 
designing my own church. I thought about practicality, 
symbolism, drawing people in and making a good place 
for socialising, worshipping, singing, dancing, and eating. 
It certainly took a lot of thought!

So, all in all, R.S. this year has been a very interesting and 
enjoyable subject, and I am looking forward to learning 
more in Year 8.

Raphael Dadula – Year 8
To me, RS is about learning and exploring. Here are 
reasons why:

One of the main things is that you open your mind to 
respond to challenging but fascinating questions. You 
learn about other perspectives and you learn why some 
ideas are important in some religions. It also teaches you 
that sometimes, nobody is right or wrong. 

Additionally, the subjects help you explore your own 
religion and learn ideas that you were unaware of before. 
You may learn that some of your habits may be wrong. 
You also know more about other religions meaning that 
you are aware that some people may not be allowed to do 
specific actions. The purpose of different occasions such 
as Passover, Easter or Diwali would also be known by 
you allowing you to respect other beliefs and allow them 
to celebrate them.

Overall, RS is important as you can be more 
understanding, intelligent and respectful to others which 
are important virtues.

Ayman Chowdhury – Year 9
When I first came into St Olave’s Grammar school as 
a young boy and found out it was compulsory to learn 
RS, honestly, I was quite frustrated about it. My initial 
thoughts were, “What is the point!  I should be focusing 
on other subjects!”. However, this was quite foolish of 
me as RS really is a fascinating and important subject 
just like all the others. I have come to realise this while 
studying RS in year 9.

Whilst others may disagree, I believe that everyone 
should deserve the right to learn this subject.  Religious 
studies is intellectually intoxicating since it provides 
access to the mystery of the other. Religion is a way of life 
and RS is the only subject that can give us insight into 
other peoples’ lives and form a mutual understanding. 
Religious education helps to challenge misconceptions, 
prejudice, and ignorance and all this divides society. 
RS has a creative and explosive nature with engrossing 
debates of students questioning the fundamentals of 
human existence. RS is like an expedition where students 

Andrew Lake
      S__Head of Religious Studies  
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can explore the fundamentals of the universe and the 
BIG questions of life.

Religious studies is personally meaningful to me as it is 
a subject that teaches wisdom rather than knowledge, 
making RS a unique subject like no other. This is a 
subject that develops necessary life skills and is culturally 
enriching. Religion is the only place where we are taught 
moral values and decipher between the ‘right’ and the 
wrong’.

That is why YOU should study and not neglect this 
fascinating subject of Religious studies

Daniel Shahrabi Atari – Year 10
Certainly, RS has been one of my favourite subjects 
during the GCSE course as it has allowed me to 
understand 2 different religions and contemporary issues 
in society, giving the chance for us to debate and gain 
self-knowledge as religion is a vital aspect of human 
existence. 

Additionally, it provided the opportunity to understand, 
with depth and nuance, the many beliefs and rituals that 
move persons to appreciate the alternative world of the 
religious reality. 

Personally, lessons where we had to argue for and against 
contrasting beliefs, such as the use of nuclear weapons, 
were very engaging for me as it helped us to portray our 
views from 2 different sides as well as the use of role play 
which was amusing and informative, giving the chance 
us to be free. Finally, the topic which I enjoyed learning 
about was Peace and Conflict, including violent protests 
and the reasons for war because it was very absorbing to 
consider these topics from a religious perspective. 

However, I would want to say a big thank you to the 
RS staff who allowed this subject to be so interesting, 
captivating and fun for every single lesson and a thank 
you to spending your Thursday lunchtimes doing the 
revision booster sessions for the GCSE mock exam, 
which I know certainly aided many.

Joshua Williams-Ward - Year 12
R.S. is a deeply important subject to me because it seems, 
to me, to be the subject within the school’s curriculum 
that really teaches you how to think, and then how to 
effectively articulate those thoughts. While maths may 
teach you how to apply formulae and processes, science 
may teach you how the world works (and the importance 
of these things should never be underestimated), R.S. 
will teach you how to communicate this information 
to other people, and science especially is a lot more 
attached to R.S. than you may think. A common thing 

I hear, not so much at Olave’s but still, is “I know I do/
don’t believe in God, so why should I study it?” There 
is more to R.S. than religion. R.S. teaches you critical 
decision-making, through ethics, and if you want to 
try to explain things then maybe you’d be interested in 
the Philosophy side, which pairs well with science. But, 
most of all, R.S. teaches you how to make up your mind 
without assuming infallibility, how to enter a discussion 
with the assertion you are right and yet knowing that you 
could be wrong – a contradictory, but necessary, thing 
for life. In short, if you think you will ever get into an 
argument in your life, take R.S., and that argument can 
be a lot more civil, a lot more academic and a lot more 
enjoyable, as opposed to a burden.

Edwin Roberts - Year 13
I think that RS classes this year have, in a way, been one 
extended Scriptural Reasoning session – a forum for 
members of different religions to examine what their 
respective sacred texts say about a particular topic. The 
difference here, however, is that you will find as many 
opinions as there are students in the class, allowing a rich 
tapestry of sentiments to weave itself into the discussion. 
I think John Stuart Mill would have been quite impressed 
with this exercise of freedom of expression, though the 
virtues (and perils) of Communism often got their fair 
share!  

There was a greater focus on social issues this year – 
questions on the role of religion in sexual ethics, for 
example, or the influence of political ideologies on 
Christianity’s development. I enjoyed those discussions, 
but I also enjoyed the moments when we could get lost 
down the sometimes quite literal rabbit-holes of our 
memories of Sylvanian Families. It was still hard work, 
of course. Getting through a double lesson was only 
possible with Mr. Lake’s generous five minute half-time 
break. But RS, much like many religions themselves, 
provided a heterogeneous group of individuals, with a 
plethora of beliefs, an opportunity to be part of a unique 
community of young religious scholars. I hope I will 
remember such a subtle yet precious school experience 
in the years to come.  
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Why does religion exist?

It would be tempting to think that Religion is only 
about Gods, only about understanding the practices 

and traditions of other cultures, only about an immortal 
but conveniently invisible being who you may or may not 
believe in. This is not the case, these things are obviously 
important, but it is not the reason that in an age of 
science, more than half of the world’s population believe 
in a higher power, and not the reason that millions of 
people have dedicated their entire lives to the pursuit 
of understanding something that nobody could ever 
understand. 

Religion tells us something about our own human 
existence; it is our earliest and arguably strongest attempt 
at understanding the world around us and giving some 
meaning to life on a planet which is embedded with 
cruelty. Religion is about a prehistoric being looking 
at a tree, and rather than rushing to take the fruit and 
furthering his own survival, pausing for a second and 
trying to piece together how exactly that tree got there 
in the first place. If it were not complicated, violent and 
near impossibly vague then it would not represent life 
at all.

If, five-thousand years ago, a great alien civilisation came 
down to Earth, they would have found nothing to totally 
distinguish us from the other nine million species on 
this planet. That is, not until they saw hundreds of great 
apes working together to haul stones down to Wiltshire, 
so that they could erect a series of pillars; and try to 
understand the world around them.

William Lawson – Year 10

The Philosophy of Science

With apologies to Lucy, this is a brutally-edited 
extract from a much longer piece of writing.  

Any lack of clarity is entirely the fault of those editors 
who have taken their scissors to the original.  In this 
article, Lucy asks the question: ‘what does it mean to be 
a scientist?’

An obvious place to start is with Sir Francis Bacon, who 
in 1620 broke from the attitudes of his contemporaries 
to formulate ‘inductivism’. In the Baconian model, as 
it became known, the scientist makes an observation, 
proposes a law to generalise it, confirms or denies it by 
further trial, and then repeats the process with a slightly 
broader law in order to gradually discover the nature of 
nature itself. This provides the backbone of the modern 
scientific method, although further steps were still taken.

Around two hundred years later, Auguste Comte became 
the initial proponent of ‘positivism’, a more developed 
form of inductivism. It was under positivism that the 
focus shifted towards predictive power, and Comte 
believed that it was through these experimentally-
proven scientific laws that we could positively find 
true knowledge about the world. As he was the first 
modern philosopher of science, it is unsurprising that he 
essentially founded scientism - writing in the 1830s in 
the context of a Europe shaken to its core by the French 
Revolution, he proposed that science could be a new 
‘religion’ for humanity as secularism began to flourish.

However, the eighteenth-century Scottish philosopher 
David Hume found several issues with inductive logic 
and was the first to identify the ‘problem of induction’. His 
first criticism is that we cannot observe causation itself, 
only our own senses. This means that the universalisation 
that scientific laws and theories desire is impossible, as 
we cannot know which conditions actually produce a 
particular effect - we can only control variables, such as 
temperature, to determine which don’t. A similar line of 
reasoning leads to the realisation that we cannot know 
that the world will continue to behave in the same way 
in the future; such a belief in ‘the uniformity of nature’ is 
ill-founded, according to Hume.

Perhaps the strongest criticism he levied was that 
inductive science committed the ‘induction fallacy’. 
His famous example demonstrates why: If I have only 
observed swans that are white, I cannot say for certain 
that that is the case for all swans. Inductive logic would 
lead us to the conclusion that all swans are white - and, 
of course, while that was as good as true in Hume’s time, 
black swans have since been discovered. 

Karl Popper has an answer. He presented falsificationism, 
rather than inductivism or positivism, as the core 
principle of the scientific method. While subtly different 
from positivism, the changes are significant: in order to 
be a scientific statement, a hypothesis must be able to 
be falsifiable. This accounts remarkably better for the 
induction fallacy, too - if we only observe white swans, we 
can rule out the theory that all swans are black, but not 
positively know that all swans are white. Science, under 
the Popperian approach, sees progress as the rejection 
of incorrect theories, rather than as a development of 
‘true knowledge’ -a view that reflects in a remarkably 
coherentist way the march of modern science.

However, this is by no means a view that rejects 
non-scientific ideas. Unlike the position of the Logical 
Positivists that anything that is not verifiable is 
meaningless, Popper had a much more accommodative 
outlook on things that didn’t fit under his umbrella of 

Students’ Work
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science. He noted especially that Darwin’s theories are not 
falsifiable, and yet they are still useful as a “metaphysical 
research program”, a way of shaping our framework of 
knowledge that is certainly meaningful.

Overall, it’s clear that we can’t abide by scientism 
as proposed by Comte. It’s important to realise that 
qualitative judgements are sometimes just as or even 
more useful than quantitative ones, particularly in the 
social sciences. Science isn’t about finding permanent, 
unchanging facts - because one day, someone may find 
another black swan.

Lucy Saunders – Year 13
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The Department of Economics

The Economics department has had another 
successful year irrespective of the challenges to 

learning posed by the pandemic. In September the 
department moved to using Microsoft Teams and One 
Note with its classes and this made the transition to 
remote working during the lockdown easier for both 
staff and students. The remote learning period led to 
the development of a departmental twitter feed @
StOlavesEcon which features examples of students work 
within the department.  It was particularly pleasing that 
the Year 13 Economics students achieved 100 A*B at A 
level when the rigorous process of centre assessed grades 
was awarded.

Olavian Economics Blog and Olavian 
Economist
During the lockdown period the students developed the 
new Olavian Economics Blog. A series of articles were 
submitted over a number of weeks.  The blog features a 
weekly positing of Economics related news led by Milan 
Chibber in Year twelve.  There were also a series of titles 
posted these included:

•Does unilateral free trade serve a nation’s economic 
interests? - Ansh Batura

•The Problem with Wealth Inequality - Ishkaar Ujoodia

•Brexit: Pandemic Pandemonium - Should the UK 
extend the transition period? - Mitra Stainsbury

•The effects of COVID-19 on the Rwandan economy - 
Jemima Cattermole

•Share Buybacks and Short-termism in Corporate 
America - Lasith Siriwardana

Some of the articles will be published on the department’s 
twitter feed at @StOlavesEcon

The new blog also led to the publication of the 5th 
edition of the Olavian Economist, a coronavirus special. 
This is available as an Amazon E book and any money 
made will be donated to NHS related charities. Copies 
can be purchased by searching for Olavian Economist 
on Amazon.

John Greenwood
      S___Head of Economics  
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Political Economy Society
Throughout the year Political Economy has seen several 
talks taking place by year twelve and thirteen students. 
The society continued to thrive in the lockdown period 
with a weekly series of talks and presentations. These 
included::

•Why is Inequality so high in the United States?

•The History of Oil and its Importance in the Economy.

•The Problem with Economic Growth.

•Should Remote working become permanent after the 
pandemic?

•The Winter of Discontent and the Death of British 
Keynesianism.

The society has tried to reorganise the sequence of 
talks taking place this year by grouping talks into the 
following categories. Each category is lead by a small 
team of Ambassadors. 

Essay Writing Competitions
A number of students have also excelled in essay 
competitions over recent months. The department’s 
internal essay competition was won by Sukhi Suresh. It 
was titled “A Mansion Tax is an idea whose time has 
come.” Discuss. 

Ishan Kalia’s work on Lessons learnt from the last 
recession: It’s time to target wealth! has been featured on 
the Sheffield University Speri site.  

His essay on Which problems will economists need 
to solve within the next 20 years, and will artificial 
intelligence help them?’ was shortlisted for the New 
College of the Humanities essay writing competition. 
Another essay by Ishan  on  Does the experience of the 
last 20 years show that western governments cannot 
really do anything to tackle economic inequality?”, was 
placed in the top quarter of entrants for the R.A Butler 
competition run by the Department of Politics and 
International Studies at Cambridge University.

Sanah Suresh’s essay titled in response to the COVID-
19 crisis, governments around the world have introduced 
huge stimulus packages. To what extent should societies 
be concerned about the short-term and long-term 
consequences of these policies? came third in the LSE 
essay writing competition.

Throughout this turbulent time, it has amazed the 
department how resourceful our students are. The 
transition to remote learning and the way they have 
adapted to this time away from school can only be 
credited. Many people have suggested that students did 
not work on their studies whilst in lockdown, this is 
simply not true of our Olavian Economists, especially 
those in year twelve during the pandemic.
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Students’ Work
Will targets to bring greenhouse gas 
emissions in the UK to net zero by 2050 be 
a drag on economic growth?

Economic activity requires energy. While this does 
not have to be synonymous with ‘fossil fuel’, due 

to our excessive use of such energy sources, it often is. 
Fossil fuels have allowed us to achieve growth and have 
advanced the UK economy. However, an increased threat 
from climate change has led the UK to commit to a net 
zero emissions economy as per the Climate Change Act 
2008. To reach net zero, all human-caused greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions must be balanced by removing 
an equivalent amount from the atmosphere, a process 
known as carbon removal. The current production-based 
emissions of 546.2651MtCO2e pa (United Nations), or 
1.20% of total emissions worldwide, place the UK at 16th 
in the world, lower than other major economies, but not 
low enough. If GHG emissions were to continue at the 
current rate, the detriment to society and the economy 
is massive. The benefits to becoming a net zero economy 
are numerous, yet the debate about whether increases 
in production and consumption can be sustained with 
environmental limits continues. Perspectives on these 
environmental policies fall into various categories, but 
this essay will focus on the opinion that they do not pose 
any limitation to economic growth. 

If labour, capital and human capital are the central factors 
of production, growth can be sustained indefinitely if 
technological progress continues. Growth itself may 
generate technological progress, an opinion stretching 
back to Adam Smith’s argument that the division of 
labour is limited by the extent of the market (Smith, 
1776). Growth enlarges markets and allows for greater 
specialisation and variety, and increasing returns 
stimulate economic growth (Young, 1928). While some 
costs may arise in the short term, it is clear that the long 
term costs will be smaller than if the UK does not pursue 
any environmental regulation. Stern (2006) estimates, in 
the context of climate change, that the costs of avoiding 
catastrophic climate change range from a 1% gain to a 
3.5% reduction in GDP globally in 2050, but the costs 
of not mitigating climate change could be much larger- 
between 5% and 20% of GDP globally. 

The method by which economic growth is measured 
must also be considered. Sustained GHG emissions have 
no benefits to well-being or growth and yet this is not 
accounted for in current methods of economic growth 
measurement. GDP, the most common indicator used to 
measure economic growth, says nothing about the assets 
that underlie income. As well as this, there is evidence 
of its diminishing benefits in rich countries. While it 
remains important in helping the government decide on 
which policies and measures to undertake, it should not 

be the gold standard. So can we include environmental 
degradation in the equation? By this measure, it could 
be argued that current growth is stagnant, or even 
decreasing. Therefore, pursuing a net zero economy that 
would limit environmental damage would in fact aid 
economic growth.

Reducing GHG emissions has benefits for growth 
and well-being, as environmental damage and global 
warming exert far more drag on growth. Exposure to 
the pollution that results from economic activity can 
irritate the airways of the lungs and worsen both the 
cardiovascular and respiratory health of the population. 
An unwell workforce is an unproductive one; high levels 
of pollution negatively impact both the individual and 
the wider economy. Through meeting a net zero target, 
the WHO claims (COP24, 2018) that a million lives can 
be saved each year worldwide; a million lives that if lost 
would result in a reduction in capacity, a fall in aggregate 
supply and thus a fall in growth. The health impacts of 
air pollution are estimated to cost more than 4% of the 
UK’s GDP. However, were this exposure to pollution 
sustained, the lack of human capital as a necessary factor 
of production would inevitably result in a lack of growth. 
Achieving sustained economic growth therefore requires 
absolute decoupling of production from the impact they 
have on the environment. The is defined as when the 
environmentally relevant variable is stable or decreasing 
while the economy continues to grow. (OECD, 2001)

There is already evidence of absolute decoupling having 
occurred within the UK energy sector; in other words, a 
clear decrease has been seen in environmental damage 
as GDP continues to rise. The table below (DEFRA, 
2010: 22) presents GDP and a set of emissions, indexed 
to their 1990 level. Clearly, emissions in most cases have 
declined.

The UK has seen CO2 emissions fall by 15%, while other 
emissions have fallen by over 40%. This has all happened 
against a backdrop of steady economic growth. However, 
it is important to note that some of this is the result of 
manufacturing activity being shifted to less economically 
developed countries. The contribution of the primary 
and secondary sectors to GDP has declined while the 
tertiary sector has grown, while overall consumption 
has risen. This indicates that the UK is meeting demand 
for manufactured goods through imports, and therefore 
production is being exported to other countries, along 
with pollution. It is critical to consider decoupling in 
an international context, as rising emissions in other 
countries leads to the worsening of global warming, 
which has negative effects on the UK population. A 
potential solution is to shift some manufacturing back 
to the UK, but power it with renewable energy sources, 



Olavian 2020– 121

which are already becoming widely used in the UK.

The structural shift to renewable energy resources can be 
accelerated if the government invests in and subsidises 
them; after all, coal became the predominant energy 
source in England not because there was a shortage 
of wood, but because it became cheaper than wood 
(Fouquet, 2008). The UK currently gives £10.5bn a year 
in subsidies to fossil fuels, as opposed to the £7.3bn 
that renewables receive. Wind energy is a low cost 
renewable energy source that is still dropping in price 
and now provides roughly 18% of the UK’s energy. A 
structural shift towards wind energy and other low-cost 
renewables would clearly reduce GHG emissions and 
help to slow and potentially prevent climate change. This 
does, however, increase the potential of a ‘rebound effect’ 
occurring, determined by the efficiency elasticity of an 
energy service (Sorrell and Dimitropoulos, 2008). As 
energy prices decrease, energy consumption increases and 
so does economic output, so emissions in other sectors 
have the chance to rise (Ayres and Warr, 2005). Owners 
of fossil fuel stocks may push down energy prices and 
encourage short term emissions (Sinn, 2008) as they are 
under threat from renewable energy providers. Crucially, 
though, this is only in the short term and shouldn’t pose 
any long term problems to the goal of achieving net zero 
emissions.

It is clear that the material economy is limited by 
ecological constraints, despite the current strides being 
made in renewable energy. However, it can be argued 
that indefinite growth is possible because of progress 
in the intellectual economy. When someone ‘consumes’ 
Verdi’s Requiem, or Van Gogh’s Amandelbloesem, if 
they feel amazed or inspired, then those works have 
seen their utility increase. Consumption of non-material 

goods and ideas is not physically limited in the same 
way that material goods are. The satisfaction received 
from consuming these goods is limitless. Consuming 
intellectual goods increases our well-being just as 
consuming material goods does, and these goods are 
non-rival in nature so the intellectual economy can 
expand without significant input. John Stuart Mill 
(1848, p 129) argued that although the material economy 
might stagnate, intellectual development can increase 
perpetually ‘when minds cease to be engrossed in the 
art of getting on.’ Keynes recognised this, suggesting 
in an essay entitled ‘Economic Possibilities for our 
Grandchildren’ (1930) that:

‘a point may soon be reached, much sooner than we are 
all of us aware of, when those needs are satisfied in the 
sense that we prefer to devote our further energies to 
non-economic purposes’.

Growth is essential, but unsustainable in its current form. 
A fall in growth is not the answer, nor is it desirable; high 
levels of unemployment, income inequality and increased 
crime levels are all brought on during a contraction, and 
all result in lower social well-being. Intellectual growth, 
which holds more value to human minds can continue 
to rise as the knowledge economy expands as a result of 
technological innovation and focus on the art of living. 
Progress in this economy is imperative in order to achieve 
the goal of decoupling, as progress in this economy and 
indeed in advances to labour are what provides the 
innovation needed to improve renewable energy sources. 
A focus on this can lead to the UK meeting net zero 
targets by 2050, all without seeing a fall in growth.

Jess Fraser - Year 12
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The Sports Faculty

Despite the obvious frustrations that this year has 
held for sport, including the whole of the summer 

programme being abandoned, there has been much to 
celebrate as you will see from the various reports that 
follow. Despite the school closure due to Covid 19 the 
PE department have been keeping the school active with 
various weekly challenges. 

Activities have ranged from HIIT sessions to yoga to 
dance as well as various sports’ specific challenges. The use 
of IT has allowed us to share different activities and our 
Twitter followers (@stolavessport) have been voting for 
their favourite rugby and cricket players from year’s gone 
by. This served to highlight just how many exceptional 
players we have had the pleasure of working with and it 
was a real thrill reminiscing about days gone by. As you 
will see the current Olavians are also extremely talented 
and we cannot wait to get back to school sport to work 
with them again.

My thanks to the many staff who tirelessly and selflessly 
give of their time, often beyond the school day and into 
the weekend, and for providing the students with these 
opportunities to thrive and grow. 

Athletics 
Year 7 and 8 athletes competed in the Bromley Borough 
Athletics competition at Langley Park. All students 
performed admirably and demonstrated huge potential 
with Year 7 reaching 2nd place and Year 8 qualifying to 
represent Bromley at the Crystal Palace indoor stadium

Biathlon
Congratulations to Raphael Huille who, having won the 
Eastern Region qualifier, went to the National Finals and 
managed to come 12th in a strong class. A remarkable 
achievement, particularly considering it was his third 
ever race.

Badminton
Congratulations to our KS3 and KS4 teams who won 
the Bromley Schools tournament. Both teams were 
unbeaten and now progress to represent Bromley in the 
SE London tournament in the new year. Congratulations    
also to the Junior and Intermediate Badminton teams 
who represented Bromley at the London Schools 
Championships. The Intermediate team had a tough pool 
but managed to win their final match of the tournament 
to come 7th overall. The Juniors also had some tough 
fixtures but were able to go through as runners up in 
their pool and finished a creditable 4th.

Cross Country
Congratulations to Year 10 student Ananjan who helped 
his team, Tonbridge Athletic Club, win the Kent Cross 
Country championship at Brand’s Hatch in January and 
followed it up with the team Silver medal at the English 
National Cross Country Championships at Wollaton 
Park, Nottingham. 

Eton Fives
St. Olave’s achieved spectacular Fives results away 
against Eton College. 16 pairs competed in a series of 
best of five set matches.  Almost every Olavian pair 
managed to win, recording our best-ever victory against 
Eton College: 15 matches to 1. Congratulations to Year 
10 students, Franklin and Genesis, who competed in the 
Midlands Eton Fives competition. They were matched 
up against strong adult pairs and, despite being several 
years younger than many of their opponents, they won 
the festival without losing a game. These results are a 
real testament to the dedication and determination of 
our students, and their coaches.  Aadi and Falabomi 
from Year 8 became only the second Olavian pair to win 
the Eton Fives U13’s Nationals. The event was held at 
Eton College and fielded schools from as far as North 
Wales. Having won through a large pools stage and all 
the way to the Final, they played brilliantly to defeat the 
defending Champions from Summerfields in Oxford, 
who had won this for the previous three years. After a 
very tense and level start, Bommie and Aadi began to 
dominate the set-piece and kept constant pressure on 
their hard-hitting opponents with accurate ground-shots 

Andrew Kenward
        Director of Sport
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and volleying.  From 6-6, they stormed ahead to win 
15-6!

Richard Barber Cup
Three teams took part in the prestigious Richard Barber 
Cup at Eton College, a three-pair team event where 
present school players are paired with Old Olavians. Our 
second team won the Plate, beating the Ipswichians in 
a desperately close Final. This featured Vishaal Prashar, 
Ishkaar Ujoodia and Isaac Adebekun.  The Third Team 
narrowly missed out on a place in the Plate Final; 
Genesis Nsenga, Franklin Baron and Milan Chibber 
all played superbly with their older partners. The First 
Team won the whole event, defeating a very strong team 
from Highgate School. Congratulations to Prajeeth 
Sathiyamoorthy, Isaac Jochim and Yoann Bleunven. This 
extends the amazing undefeated winning run for the 
teams from St Olave’s, to eight years in a row.

Under 14 and Under 15 Fives.
Two teams competed in the three-pair U14 Team 
competition at Eton College.  The second team finished 
in 3rd position, and our first team won the whole 
event, gaining the most points across six matches. 
Congratulations to the winning team. At the same time, 
there was an individual U15s championship in which all 
the participants are randomly mixed together to partner 
someone different in each of six rounds, and always 
against different opposition. Franklin Baron won the 
tournament in partnership with a Highgate pupil. Ethan 
Nancekivell-Smith also reached the Final, having only 
dropped a few points. Congratulations to both Franklin 
and Ethan on their successes.

Under 13 Fives
The Under 13 squad fielded a three-pair team into the 
Pett Cup held at Eton College. Nine Teams competed 
in this event and St Olave’s played excellent Fives to 
reach the Final, where they lost to the first seeds from 
Berkhamsted. There was also considerable success for 
our players at the Northern Championships held at 
Shrewsbury School. The school first pair, Prajeeth and 

Isaac, reached the main Championship Plate Final. 
Ethan and Genesis from Year 10 played consistently 
well to reach the Semi-final.  Congratulations to Year 11 
students Isaiah and Aaditya who won the main Festival 
Final in straight sets, recording the fifth consecutive win 
for St Olave’s players in this event.  Isaiah successfully 
defended his title, winning this award for the second year 
running.

Under 18 Fives
We entered two teams into the three pair Under 18 
Team Nationals - the Williams Cup, held at Harrow 
School. The seven strongest schools in the country took 
part, and our first team played brilliantly to come 2nd, 
losing to the eventual winners from Eton College. The 
teams defeated opponents from Highgate, Harrow, 
Shrewsbury and Aldenham. The second team benefited 
from many close matches, finishing in 6th place, with a 
spectacular win over Shrewsbury School at first pair for 
Isaac Adebekun and Captain, Ishkaar Ujoodia.

Cambridge Fives Varsity Match
Congratulations to Old Olavians, Kosi Nwuba, Jessye Tu 
and Sophie Lumsdon who competed for the Cambridge 
Fives team in the Varsity Match last weekend. 
Unfortunately, Oxford’s recent run of Varsity Match 
dominance continued as they won all four matches 
against their rivals, losing only two of the twelve pairs 
contested. It was good to hear that Kosi was one of the 
two winning pairs for Cambridge.

Fives Courts
Progress on the development of the new Fives Courts 
has continued at a rapid pace during the course of the 
summer term, with the external walls all now in place 
and the project scheduled for completion in August.  
The doubling of the school’s capacity from four to eight 
courts will enable us to become a Fives hub and to foster 
more readily the extensive talent which Olavians show 
for this specialised and fast paced sport.
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Squash
Congratulations to Year 10 student, Caleb, on becoming 
the Under 17 Kent Squash champion, despite being a 
year young. An exceptional achievement, and Caleb 
continues to impress with his feats on the squash court.

 Junior Squash
Well done to our Junior and Senior teams who competed 
in the Kent Schools’ Winter Tournament. The Junior 
team narrowly missed out on a Semi-final spot and the 
Senior squad managed to progress to the Semi-final by 
coming 2nd in their pool.

Swimming
Year 12 student, Srikar, has set a total of eight new 
school swimming records at Senior level since January. 
Srikar won seven Golds and a Silver in the Surrey 
Winter Championships, which augurs well for the 
British Championships next year. He also finished on 
the podium for all eight of his events at the South East 
Regionals, five of these being 1st place finishes, and set 
three new county records. Following his performance, 
Srikar has qualified for the English Winter Nationals, 
placing him in the top 15 swimmers in the country for 
his age group.

British Championships
Year 12 student, Srikar, has been invited to compete in 
the Men’s British Championships 2020, which comprises 
the top 25 swimmers in the country and acts as selection 
trials for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. At the age of 
17 this is hugely impressive and will be an opportunity for 

him to swim against some of the world’s best swimmers, 
such as Adam Peaty, in the 100m breaststroke.

Galas
Our swimmers ventured to Sevenoaks School for a 
head-to-head gala. Many of the races were tight and 
an excellent standard was evident from both schools. 
Overall Sevenoaks prevailed but we had many successes 
with our Junior team winning their age group. Well done 
to all and particular thanks to Nam Nguyen and Jacob 
Gaskell who will leave us at the end of this school year 
and have been committed swimmers throughout.

Table Tennis
The U16 and U19 table tennis teams competed in the 
London Schools Individual Championships. Aydin 
Saju won the U16 plate competition whilst the others 
progressed through to the main tournament. Aditya 
Palaniappan beat our own Ben Turgoose to reach the 
Semi-finals and will now compete in the Jack Petchey 
competition. Well done to all involved and good luck to 
the U13 boys and U19 girls in their tournament.

Under 13 boys and Under 18 ladies
These two age groups travelled to Whitgift School to 
compete in the London East Schools’ tournament. 
Against strong opposition, the Under 13 team gained 
valuable experience and acquitted themselves well. In the 
Under 18 ladies Min Jie managed to win her age group 
and will move into the London and National Finals.
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Football
The football team had an excellent season. After a 
variable start results really improved in the second half of 
the season. This improvement occurred after we moved 
to five at the back. Notable results include a 6-1 win over 
Hayesbrook and a draw with the league champions, St 
Gregory’s. Overall, the team achieved a fourth-place 
finish in the North Kent Division One. Thanks go to 
George Smith and Kuda Rusenza for their excellent 
shared captaincy.

Netball
Despite the premature end of the season the netball teams 
have both had fantastic years. The first matches took place 
in September at the Kent Netball Tournament, which 
was not ideal, as the girls were still getting settled into 
their teams and formations. However, they came away 
with closely fought victories over Maidstone Grammar 
School for Girls, Blackheath High School and an 
impressive 11-2 win against Rochester Grammar School, 
with the exceptional goalkeeping of Naomi Felix of Year 
13 frustrating the opposition shooters. Improvements 
to the teams occurred as the season progressed and as 
the Year 12s became more confident and integrated 
in their squads. The girls greatly enjoyed comfortably 
defeating the Olavian boys team at Festival, just before 
the Christmas break, with outstanding court coverage 
throughout from Centre Lilya Desai of Year 12. Other 
season highlights included a home victory over Eltham 
College for the A Team, home and away wins against 
Farringtons School and the B team holding Langley 
Park School for Boys to a 10-10 draw, having lost to 
them twice in the 2018-2019 season. Many thanks go to 
Lucille Essilfie and Daniella Robson for their excellent 
captaincies of the A and B teams respectively, as well as 
Sue Ellis for her superb coaching and umpiring.
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The Department of Art

The Art & Design Department at Saint Olave’s offers 
a broad and exciting curriculum which endeavours 

to introduce students to the diverse world of the visual 
arts. Mr. Clark and Ms. Farr run all of the Art & Design 
lessons across the school and between us we have a 
wealth of experience across the skills and methodologies 
within the subject ranging from Fine Art practice to 
Fashion, Game Design to Contemporary Photography 
and Printmaking to Graphic Design. Students are 
also introduced to the contextual nature of the subject 
and shown that the social, political, philosophical and 
theoretical work that underpins the development of 
visual art is as important as the visual outcome. We 
also spend a lot of time at KS3 exploring the ways in 
which Art & Design impacts the world we live in and 
the contribution the creative industries makes to society, 
looking at showing that not only are there a huge range 
of aspirational directions within the subject but that so 
many of the rich skills developed in Art & Design also 
support and compliment a range of other subjects and 
areas of aspiration

As students move through the age grades and exam 
levels they are encouraged to develop in increasingly 
independent and individual ways that celebrate their 
particular skills and talents as well as providing them with 
support and direction for their future. Students progress 
from Art & Design into a range of areas and sectors and 
we have been exceptionally successful in placing students 
on to some of the most highly regarded creative courses 
in the country after A Level. This year we have students 

moving on to take Architecture at Bath, Fine Art at 
Edinburgh and Fine Art at Central Saint Martins as 
well as a student taking Computer Games Animation at 
Bournemouth.

The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic has been deep 
and pronounced for our students and looks to continue 
into the new academic year where we will have to closely 
manage the restrictions on the use of our facilities. 
But as ever adversity is the Mother of invention and 
throughout this terrible period we have been delighted 
with the creative and resourceful way that the students at 
Saint Olave’s have adapted to their situation and created 
outstanding work that reflects the times we are living 
in. Of course, that is the other side of the coin to the 
sadness we feel when we see the Art studios empty and 
unfinished works adorning the walls, so much potential 
and possibility unfulfilled. 

I fully expect that our students will continue to rise to 
these challenges when we return in September and that 
the Art & Design department will continue to be the 
thriving creative hub that we have been long developing 
within the Saint Olave’s community.

Alex Clark
        Head of Art



Olavian 2020– 131

Students’ Work

              Harvey Belchamber – Year 11
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                                   Danis Wu – Year 11

            Michael Repa - Year 12
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            Joyce Adewumi - Year 13

                            Rachel Hawes – Year 13
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The Department of Design 
& Technology

We have had another fantastic year in the Design 
and Technology department with excellent 

accomplishments both inside, and outside of the 
classroom. 

KS3 students continued to take part in VEX IQ, taking 
on the challenge of the new game to design, build and 
program robots for the new game with never ending 
enthusiasm and some excellent team work. Within the 
curriculum they were able to develop their electronics 
and coding skills, working with materials and graphics 
as well as learning about healthy eating and improving 
their skills in the kitchen. 

KS4 continues to grown in number and students 
continued to challenge themselves with various 
competitions with all Y9 taking part in the Live Design 
Museum competition, Design Ventura. Students 
developed interesting and creative ideas to solve every 
way problems which they had to present to both their 
peers and a panel of teacher judges. Y11 students worked 
with focus and determination on their coursework 
projects, finishing in good time challenging themselves 
some excellent ideas and creating some fantastic final 
products. 

In the sixth form students engaged in various projects, recreating 
design classics and working on their individual projects with 
huge amounts of commitment and determination. 

Alongside their studies D&T students continued to excel in 
various extra curricular activities. In VEX EDR, students in 
years 9 and above competed in numerous regional events and 
the National Final with one team once again winning a spot 
in the World Final which unfortunately did not go ahead. Y8, 
9 and 10 students also competed in F1, impressing both staff 
and judges at the regional competition. One team won a place 
at the Nation Final and have worked hard during lockdown 
to put together their entry to the Virtual National which 
will be held after the summer. Students also competed in the 
UK Space Design competition and with the performance 
of our Teams before them, had a lot to live up to. The Team 
didn’t disappoint winning not only the regional final and the 
National final, but also going on to win the International final 
which was held remotely while in lockdown.

Rosie Hawley
        Head of Design & Technology
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VEX Robotics
After another fun and challenging season of regional 
competitions, five teams from St. Olave’s travelled to 
Telford for the VEX EDR UK Final. The teams from 
years 9 to 13 competed across two days in both the 
Tournament and Skills competitions, developing and 
improving their robots and programming throughout 
the event. Congratulations to Pro Robo from Y9 who 
reached the Division Semi Final, a great accomplishment 
in their first year of competition and to Download 
Complete who were knocked out in a nail biting division 
final, earning themselves a spot in the World Finals in 
Kentucky later this spring. Well done to all teams who 
have competed in VEX this year and we eagerly await 
the reveal of next year’s game on 25th April and the start 
of the new season.
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Old Olavian
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Editor’s Notes

I am sure I can safely say that this has been a year like 
no other in any of our lifetimes.  I am sure that all 

Olavians would wish each other good health, whether 
physical or mental, during this most unusual of times.   

For me the year started promisingly, but it soon 
changed direction.  I spent six weeks in South Africa 
over Christmas and the New Year, and my regular 
readers will assume, correctly, that I was there to 
watch England playing Test cricket with like-minded 
enthusiasts.  I returned from South Africa at the end 
of January and, five weeks later, set off again, this time 
with my county team, Derbyshire, who were due to 
play ten days cricket in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.  The 
whole party acclimatised by visiting the wonderful 
Victoria Falls before moving on to a game park which 
was working on the conservation of endangered 
species and we were able to get good close-up views 
of many African animals, including elephants, lions, 
giraffes, water buffalo, zebras, kudu and others.  We 
were taken on an evening cruise on the river Zambezi.  
All this was very promising and I hoped that it would 
be the start of yet another good year.   

As we now all know, I was to be disappointed in 
my hopes.  We had been in Zimbabwe less than a 
week when the players received messages from their 
families at home about the dreaded coronavirus.  They 
held a meeting and decided that they wanted to cut 
the tour short and return as soon as it was possible.   
Derbyshire played one t20 match against a Zimbabwe 
Select XI, which they won, and then everyone started 
to prepare for their return flights home.   

When we returned, we soon heard that the start of 
the domestic cricket season was to be postponed, 
at first until the end of April, and then May.  More 
weeks passed and we learnt that the season would 
not start until the beginning of August, leaving the 
counties only nine weeks in which to play the game 
they loved.  By a series of unexpected and frustrating 
circumstances it was decided that all county scorers 
would be appointed, for this season only, by the home 
county; and that Derby would be taken over by the 
ECB and so Derbyshire would be playing all their 
matches away from home.  As a result of this unusual 
situation I was not required to score any matches at all 
for my county, a role which usually gives me so much 
enjoyment and satisfaction.   

So I had many more long, empty days to fill; and it 
occurred to me that I would not be unique among our 
older members to be struggling with this situation, 
many of them living alone.  There must be many of 

us who would welcome a regular contact with fellow-
Olavians.  Why not look for old school-friends 
on our website?  It has been a great help to me to 
receive contributions from those members who have 
sent them, especially those who responded to our 
Chairman’s request to send them for publication in 
this edition of our magazine.  I would recommend 
these to all our readers, and I hope that you will enjoy 
reading – and re-reading – them as much as I have.   

In addition, I have been very pleased to receive tributes 
to an old master, the Revd John Wright, who died 
during the last year.  He was clearly a much-loved 
and much-respected man who had had a considerable 
influence on many of his students’ lives.  I wish that he 
had started his teaching at STOGS before I had left.   

I have also been delighted to receive a report about the 
latest in our long run of cricket tours to South Devon, 
an unbroken sequence – war-years apart – since 1908.  
To undertake such a venture in this year has taken 
an enormous amount of courage, determination and 
imagination and I am immensely proud to be part of 
such a commitment, if only from afar.  It seems to 
have been a most successful tour with good weather, 
renewed friendship and good results.  Well done, 
Olavian Cricketers, with special words of praise and 
gratitude to Lance and Ian Giles, Brian Cantle, Ray 
Michael and Linda amongst others.   

We are pleased to welcome Veronica Andrews as our 
new OO Administrator.  Long may she reign!

Finally, it seems to be fashionable these days to sign 
off by saying stay sane – or something like that.

 John Brown
  Editor, Old Olavian
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Chairman’s Report

My Old Olavian year, probably like your own, 
started off so normally.  No-one had told me 

what was coming!

The Service of Remembrance and laying of wreaths actually 
did take place on Remembrance Day (11th November), 
and the wreaths were laid at the School War Memorial by 
Old Olavian, Graham Milne (1963) and School Captain, 
Amro Fadel.  This annual service remains one of the school 
assemblies where Old Olavians are usually very welcome 
to attend.

I was also able to take my seat at the School Christmas 
Concert and the musical talent of St Olave’s students 
was again showcased.  Of course, we sang a carol and 
the particularly brilliant St Olave’s Jazz Band closed the 
concert with their usual flair.

And then as 2020 dawned, the world started to change.

The Society’s AGM in March was cancelled at quite short 
notice as the ‘Lockdown’ began.  However, I can confirm 
that the accounts had already been signed off by our 
honorary Auditor!

Society Accounts 2018 2019

Income £16,791 £14,362
Expenditure £18,366 £10,506
Excess of Income/(Expenditure) £1,575 £4,856
Balance Sheet £34,088 £36,213

Since mid-March I have been working from home, and I 
am lucky that I can.  I have also been ‘shielding’.  One of 
the good things to come out of this strange existence is that 
I have spoken to my old mates from school more than ever 
before.  We have had a regular weekly online meeting slot, 
affectionately referred to as ‘WetherzOOms’, when we chat 
and have a beer.

The rest of the year’s events: Service of Thanksgiving and 
Commemoration, School Production, Headteacher’s 
Garden Party and, of course, our own Reunion were all 
cancelled.  Let us hope that by September 2021 our new 
normal has arrived and we can meet up again.

2020 would have been 50 years since I started at the 
School, so that celebration has just been delayed by one 
year.  Perhaps 2021 is a special anniversary for your year 
group?  If you haven’t been to a Reunion before and are 
thinking of getting a table together you can search for and 
contact others from your year group on our website.

Please visit the relatively new website anyway and upload 
your year group photos.  The gallery is now starting to 
build.  Plus, if you have news of any Old Olavian please 
let me know and perhaps I can also share that with the 
Society.

During the summer Veronica Andrews was appointed by 
the School as the Old Olavians’ Society Administrator 
filling the position vacated by Jane Wells almost a year ago.  
Veronica is a very welcome addition to the Society.  Her 
contact details will be shown at the end of this section of 
the Olavian.

At least the school was able to reopen fully at the beginning 
of September and about 1,000 pupils returned to their full-
time education.  As a record of just how complicated, and 
how well planned for, that return was, I have added below 
the School plan showing the dedicated areas for each year 
group, and the revised timetable, which allowed arrivals, 
lunches and departures to be staggered.  The two together 
give some idea of the upheaval being experienced, and at 
the same time make it difficult to imagine how the staff are 
creating and maintaining this COVID secure environment.  
Hats off to them!
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Last year’s upper sixth are now Old Olavians, and they 
have recorded another stunning set of results at A Level.  
Prize-giving this year was undertaken virtually and the 
Address was given by our own honoured guest from the 
2019 Reunion, Old Olavian Squadron Leader Mike Ling, 
MBE RAeS RAF (Ret’d), who left the school in 1997.  
You might still be able to find the video of his Address to 
the pupils, and especially the Prize winners, on the school 
website (as I write this it is on the Current Olavians tab 
under Information for Parents).  He referred to his school 
days when he had embraced the opportunities that the 
school provided to him, and to the resilience that was 
taught at the School.

Please let me, or Veronica, know if you are looking for 
something in particular from the Society.  It is your Society.

I look forward to hearing from you and wish you all the 
very best for 2021.

 Chris Harris 
  (1970-77)
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Goodness, I’m an Olavian!

Fifty years after leaving, I guess I need to accept and 
wear the ‘old’ part of the label!  The ‘OO’ website 

wouldn’t let me in when I tried to join, so an email 
from Chris Harris asking me what I could remember 
of the place brought forth a flood of memories that 
must have knocked him backwards.  I’ve been invited 
to share some of them, from that era of transition 
from Tooley Street to Goddington Lane.

I passed my 11+ in 1966 at school in Chislehurst, and won 
a place at St Olave’s in Tooley Street: we spent a fortune 
on uniform etc. one Saturday morning in the Eric Thomas 
shop in the precincts of London Bridge station.   I arrived 
at school in September to find myself in form 1A and 
Harvard House.   I’m not sure of my form master at this 
distance – ‘Bas’ Taylor?   I can even remember names from 
the start of the register: ‘Adams, Ashton, Barter, Billings, 
Brock, Butcher, Collins, Davies, Duncan...’  Even after all 
this time, and a career taking me far from London, I am 
still in contact with one or two, but mainly from the year 
above mine for some reason.  I have heard from a couple of 
others more recently: a sign of our approaching retirement 
age, and taking stock of our lives?

Even for 1966 STOGS felt a slightly old-fashioned place, 
and the weight of history sometimes hung a bit heavily, 
yet change was in the air – the long talked-about move to 
Orpington and, in a radical move in my first term, school 
caps were abolished for the 5th form!  (I believe some were 
punished for promptly burning them on the premises!) 

I guess the process of shaping us ‘weeds’  into Olavians 
would be seen as a violation of Human Rights today – we 
were compelled to learn and adopt italic writing, to learn 
technical lettering, and only to write with a fountain pen.   
Elocution was polished for us by ‘Fanny’ Robinson so that 
we would not sound like ‘barrow boys’!  The intention was 
not just to educate but to somehow form, ‘tame’ and civilise 
– with rich rewards for those who fitted into the mould.  
Yes, there was some bullying, but surprisingly little in my 
experience owing to the tight general discipline; no, the 
bullying was not ‘character-building’!   Any contemporary 
reading this, help me: did I imagine this?   There was an 
actual exchange of blows between a Monitor and a PE 
Master in/near the Tooley Street Hall one lunchtime, 
over some authority issue?  Aware of Dr Carrington’s 
enthusiasm for the cane I did my level best to keep my 
head down and stick within the crowd.  I got away with 
nothing worse than two Saturday detentions in my time.  I 
tried not to stand out! 

Outside the classroom, we were auditioned for choirs by Des 
Swinburn – Savoy Chapel? - not good enough.  Southwark 
Cathedral? - passed, but in the end never joined.  School 

choir? - half the school seemed to be in that!  I loved the 
choir, though the ability of Mr Swinburn to call rehearsals 
for most of the day in the period leading up to concerts 
played havoc with my already rather fractured learning!  We 
performed Handel’s ‘Messiah’, ‘Acis and Galatea’, Britten’s 
‘Ceremony of Carols’, Bach’s ‘St Matthew Passion’...  I 
joined and loved the History Society – we went to amazing 
places by coach, including one trip to Ireland.  History 
became a life-long passion.

Thanks to the twice-daily assemblies I still remember 
literally HUNDREDS of hymn tunes, ‘Songs of Praise’ 
being notable for memorable tunes linked to sometimes 
dodgy words: the term always started with the hymn 
‘Gather us in’.  In my first year I wrote a poem ‘My Dog’ 
which was published in the Olavian.  (My first and last 
published poem, though I have knocked out the odd 
hymn in my time.)  I got confirmed - don’t ask me why!  
We were confirmed in Southwark Cathedral by Bishop 
Mervyn Stockwood (a notorious ‘champagne socialist’ 
nicknamed ‘Moscow Mervyn’, I learned later!).  We made 
our first communion early the following morning in the 
Lady Chapel of the Cathedral, a service made so noisy by 
the trains crossing Borough Market Junction every fifteen 
seconds that it might as well have been in Latin! 

Talking of Latin, I must be one of a select few to have 
found any further use for the language after leaving.  I’m 
glad I can still read music (better than I can Latin!), but 
wish I had paid more attention in French, now that I live in 
France!  We started Spanish with Mr Baldelli in the third 
form, but I remember very little now except how to say ‘I 
speak Spanish like a French cow’ - a statement which made 
a big impression when our new GP moved to our village 
from Spain last year!

Travel to school was made stressful by crowded and 
sometimes late trains; the morning journey involved the 
7.59 from Petts Wood, though the change to 8.02 made 
the walk at the London end that bit brisker.  Episodes of 
lateness were dealt with by having to learn poetry to recite 
to Dr Carrington: ‘If all the world were paper and all the 
sea were ink…’  The journey home on the 4.23 Sevenoaks 
train was a more civilised affair than the morning. 

I will never forget Tooley Street – the wharves on the 
river, the smells of hops and brewing...  Tower Bridge seen 
through a classroom window was a wonderful distraction 
– we were allowed out to go and see the arrival home of 
Sir Francis Chichester.  It was an extraordinary and rich 
location to go to school: a five-minute walk and the Pool of 
London (then still quite busy) lay before you, and beyond 
it a whole wide world lay waiting.  Britain was in the final 
stages of losing its Empire – schools still displayed maps 
where a third of the world was coloured pink - and some 
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parts of London still bore the scars of the World War.

One afternoon each week we took the train to the sports 
grounds at Dulwich – I was never an enthusiast for games, 
and those afternoons were memorable for the wrong 
reasons, as we would often be attacked by boys from a rival 
school on the journey home on the Victoria to Orpington 
train.  Getting to school once we moved to Orpington was 
actually worse for me, with erratic bus journeys and a long 
walk.  My best friend, Brian Russell, found the journey from 
Woolwich impossible, and sadly left.  I ended up walking 
to school most of the time – at least I knew what time I’d 
get there.  But I missed the London season ticket, with its 
wonderful opportunities for free trips to explore the city!

All teachers were of course ancient and intimidating to 
an 11-year old, but I became fond of a number, including 
some whom others tended to avoid.  In adult life I actually 
wish I’d known some of them as people.   Dr Carrington 
I treated with extreme wariness, but I swear I glimpsed a 
kindlier side to the man just now and then, even though 
I exasperated him.  Today I’d ask him about Pompeii, 
about which he was an authority.  There was Arthur Moon 
(was he really at the Battle of Jutland?), Mr Chapman aka 
‘Dodo’ (he never taught me, but I always greeted him so 
cheerily when we met that he actually stopped me once in 
a corridor and asked me who I was – I think he knew he 
wasn’t universally loved). 

Form-masters included Mr Oram (I found him patient 
and human), and Giovanni Baldelli (published anarchist 
poet, and one-time convenor of the International 
Social Anarchist Congress, whose Penguin book ‘Social 
Anarchism’  I have in front of me as I write).  Also memorable 
were the wonderful Aubrey Buck, Chaplain ‘Fido’ (weren’t 
we inventive!) Wright (RE, plus confirmation classes), 
Messrs Holmes, Hawkins, Rodwell, Carmichael.  The few 
female teachers in those days were ‘Ma’am’ to their faces, 
but bizarrely ‘Fanny’ by nickname, thus: F. Robinson and F. 
Weeks (maths – my nightmare subject). 

If I had to name one teacher whose influence shaped my 
life I ought to say the Chaplain, since I became a priest.  In 
truth, it would have to be Des Swinburn.  Coming from 
a non-musical family, showing no discernable musical 
promise, I owe it to him for opening my heart and soul to 
classical (especially choral) music - a love that has been a 
constant thread in my life to this day.  Thank you, Sir!

STOGS contributed to the shaping of my veneer of 
civilisation in more ways than I realised until years later, but 
my mediocre career (absences due to sickness, first sign of a 
problem that later tried to kill me!) came to an end shortly 
after a heated meeting between RCC and my father.  I knew 
nothing of the content of that meeting until years later, 

apart from my quiet but slightly eminent father saying that 
it was the closest he had come to hitting someone since he 
had left school!  I continued my education elsewhere.

‘Let us now praise famous men’ began one totally 
unmemorable hymn, words lifted from the book 
Ecclesiasticus.  Our teachers had all lived through great 
events including World War and had seen a big world.  
The names of Old Olavians, at least the ‘famous men’, 
were somehow ‘in the air’.  Would our generation grow 
up to become ‘famous men’?  I have found one or two 
contemporaries listed on Wikipedia – fame of a sort?  Of 
course, different times require different qualities but, as I 
reach retirement age, I wonder how we’ve all managed to 
help make the world a better place in different ways.

For me, life led to Cardiff University, ordination in the 
Anglican Church, and doing adult education and training 
alongside running parishes.  I’m married, with a grown-up 
son.  I survived cancer at 49 but retired on health grounds 
nine years later, and now live in Normandy, looking after 
churches, working as a spiritual director, and doing some 
consultancy work in an obscure area of psychology.  

One educational loose end was tied up for me mid-career: I 
went back to university to do another degree, was diagnosed 
as dyslexic, and handed a laptop!  This revelation illuminated 
so much about my lack-lustre performance at school all 
those years before.  In those days the phenomenon of a 
seemingly bright but under-achieving pupil was put down 
to ‘lack of application’, for which Dr Carrington offered 
his own ‘application’!  I’m sure things are better for today’s 
Olavians, and that such a fizzing academic hothouse now 
has far more scientific approaches to problems such as this.

Thank you, St Olave’s!

         Chris Probert 
  (1966-72)
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Darth Vader Visits Orpington in 1993

We have recently received information that Darth 
Vader visited the school on its Orpington site 

in 1993, presumably as part of a Rag Week activity.  
We should be very pleased to hear from any reader 
who remembers this significant event?  Or, indeed, 
any other memorable activities which may have taken 
place during the school’s rag weeks over the years?   

Memories of One Who Passed Through 
St Olave’s Grammar School Between 
September 1966 and September 1972

The Great Day (especially for my proud parents) of 
my becoming a St Olave’s Grammar schoolboy, 

by some quirk within the education system, coincided 
with my eleventh birthday.  I entered through the 
school gates from Tooley Street for the first time with 
a mixture of curiosity, trepidation and mystification.  
It was not too long before I was seated, in alphabetical 
surname order, in form 1A.   There was one familiar 
face, of a boy I knew from my first primary school.  
The two most noticeable differences from primary 
school were being addressed only by surname and the 
(increasing) loss of free time, needed for homework, 
in the evenings.

I was introduced to Latin, which, to my surprise 
and delight, I was rather good at – coming top of 

the class at the end of my second term.  I wasn’t so 
good at keeping quiet at lunchtime when in those 
times, if caught talking (which I was), led to my first 
visit to the headmaster’s study for ‘three little taps 
of his magic wand’ as Dr Carrington over-benignly 
described receiving the cane! 

Living in the Orpington area, I travelled to and from 
London by train and twice daily walked along Tooley 
Street, with its air strongly smelling of malt vinegar.  
More importantly, I lingered a while at the model 
railway shop window, on the steps down from or up 
to London Bridge station.  The school uniform shop 
was nearby (my cap size was six and three quarters).

Other memories of St Olave’s in Tooley Street are 
running round the corner of the main building, then 
getting up from the ground (I had collided with an 
older boy and must have passed out for a second or 
two) and continuing unharmed; playing football with 
a tennis ball in a rather crowded playground, walking 
to Bermondsey swimming pool; in view of a passing 
funeral, embarrassingly momentarily losing the towel 
from my waist in transit from the shower room to 
the changing-room after gym; and every third Friday 
afternoon there was a train journey to the Dulwich 
playing fields.

On the first day at the new school in Orpington 
( January 1968) there was several inches of snowfall.   
On arrival at the school gate in Park Avenue we all 
followed the footsteps of those gone before us.  Later, 
at school assembly, Dr Carrington, rather testily I 
thought, pointed out that we had walked across the 
playing fields and were not to repeat the offence.  Our 
first few rugby lessons consisted of removing stones 
from the rugby pitches and avoiding those remaining.  
But there was the luxury of a heated indoor on-site 
swimming pool!  I found that I could excel at cross-
country running – real cross-country – over muddy 
ploughed fields instead of the pavements of Dulwich.

I remember only too well dreading that I might be 
asked to prove the Pythagorean theorem of the square 
of the hypotenuse of a triangle being equal to the sum 
of the squares of the other two sides of the triangle, as I 
hadn’t been able to learn it for homework – thankfully 
I was not picked. 

Academic choices had to be made for the subjects to 
be studied for GCE O Levels – strictly split between 
the Arts and Sciences, which I found difficult as I was 
not particularly strong in either.  That, combined with 
my somewhat rebellious and lazy nature, account for 
my just scraping through with four O Levels in 1971 
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and a fifth (Latin) in 1972.  When it came to the 
sixth form and A Level subject choices, I was rather 
doomed.  I persevered for a year with Pure Maths, 
Applied Maths and Chemistry.   However, it was 
fairly obvious to me by the summer of 1972 that I 
would not be successful in achieving A Level passes.  
True to my rebellious nature, I turned up for the new 
term in September 1972 wearing an orange shirt 
(immediately catching the eye of school monitors), a 
couple of days before starting employment.

I was by no means alone in taking some rebellious or 
defiant actions.  During lunchtimes, on the grassed 
areas where it was permitted, many a game of football 
(soccer) was played; and when the traditional end 
of term hymn ‘Gather us in’ (no. 497 in the pocket-
sized school hymn book – which I still have and use) 
was dropped from the last school assembly of the 
term, many of us sung it as loudly as we could in the 
quadrangle.

In the summer of 1971, all of us were treated to an ice 
cream, by the school governors I believe, to celebrate 
the school’s quatercentenary (which was later than 
that of the school’s charter). 

One of the highlights of my St Olave’s school days 
was the History Society with its many outings 
organised by Mr Preswell, assisted by the RE teacher, 
Revd Wright (recently passed away).  I enjoyed many 
such outings, including those with overnight stays 
and some evening visits to Lewisham library’s film 
showings.  For each outing dress codes would be 
stipulated, and strictly enforced, sometimes varying 
according to specific activities during the outing. 

I cannot truthfully say that my schooldays were the 
best days of my life; however, my time at St Olave’s 
was indeed memorable and its influence remains with 
me today.  Though my academic achievement was 
not great, the fact of attending St Olave’s Grammar 
helped me in successfully finding employment.  For 
me, by far the most significant and important benefit 
I gained from St Olave’s was the friendship of one 
boy who, after I had left the school, invited me along 
to a local Anglican church service where I committed 
my life to Jesus Christ.

In these days of such multiculturalism, so-called 
political correctness (overbearing in my opinion), 
and the genuine need to be respectful and sensitive 
to others, I do hope I am permitted to say publicly 
such a thing as that, without causing any offence 
whatsoever.  In my St Olave’s schooldays there was a 
weekly Christian Holy Communion Service for boys 
who had been confirmed (with breakfast provided 
afterwards) and Christian assemblies marked the 
start and end of each school day (from which boys 
with a non-Christian faith were excused).

Sadly, I have now lost touch with my fellow 
contemporary pupils.  I would welcome any who 
remember me and would like to get in touch (through 
the website please).

 Roger Hammond 
  (1966-72)
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Memories of a New Teacher - 1961

Dr Richard Wheeler (Staff 1961-65) writes that 
“the photograph of the staff in 1965 brought 

back many memories although some names escape 
me now at the age of 82.   As names come to me, I 
recall of course Dr RCC and his secretary ‘Cookie’, 
John Hawkins, Aubrey Buck and Geoff Chapman, 
Basil Taylor and Horace Newmarch,  Desmond 
Swinburne,  Charles Morgan, Keith Sleeman, Messrs 
Moon, Dudman, Baldelli, Evans, Areetha(?), Collins, 
Neil Marley, Reg Renshaw, Taffy Stevens,  Jack Peter,  
John F? next to Reg Renshaw, Ken Lloyd, John Kirby, 
Keith(?)Wiseman, Keith Esau, Arthur Presswell, 
Miss Joan Gilbert Robinson, etc.

“Of my generation, my lifelong friend Peter Waring 
(Geography), who sadly died early, and I look 
incredibly young and this reminded me that we 
thought of ourselves as the ‘new wave’ of the 1960s.  I 
think Dr RCC did so too since he had been appointed 
headmaster before we were born.

“They were all fine members of the teaching 
profession and kindly and supportive colleagues.  I do 
not remember the names of the ladies and one or two 
others.  I wonder how many are still alive?  I know 
that Desmond Swinburne (in his 90’s now) was the 
speaker at the OOs dinner two or three years ago.   I 
know that a number of them transferred to Orpington 
with the school in 1967(?).

“I have kept in touch with a few former pupils: Dr 
Andrew Crozier who went on to lecture in history 
at my alma mater Queen Mary College, London, 
members of my swimming team, George Snelgrove, 
John Lawrence and Ian Giles who played cricket 
which recalls fond memories of Basil Taylor who was 
master i/c cricket and I think Basil also played for the 
OOs.

“I left STOGS in ’65, moved to Hertfordshire and 
ended up as Dean of Humanities and Education at 
the University of Hertfordshire before working part-
time for the Quality Assurance Agency in Higher 
Education.  When I got past seventy I totally changed 
direction.  My next retirement ploy was to take up 
painting, in oil and acrylic and I have reinvented 
myself as an artist www.richardwheelerartist.com. I 
have just had a very successful exhibition at a gallery 
on the south coast and exhibit widely for local art 
societies in Hertfordshire, Bucks and Dorset.  I spent 
my life dealing with the written word and never 
painted anything before the age of seventy.  I focus 
on semi-abstract, impressionistic landscapes and 
seascapes, an ideal retirement activity and a challenge 

to see how far I can go.

“As a first post, St Olave’s in Tooley Street was a good 
place to start and Olavians were always a pleasure to 
teach.  Of course, I am always interested to hear what 
they have done with their lives.

“For some years after I moved on, I spent some happy 
times playing cricket for the OOs under the esteemed 
captaincy of John Brown!”

 Richard “Dick” Wheeler 
             (1966-72)

Two Influential Teachers
St Olave’s was a magical place for me.  It was a door 
that gave me access to a life that I could not have 
imagined.  That life is still expanding around me as I 
learn to think more and more subtly about my life and 
my relationship with other people.

I wrote in this magazine some years ago about my 
debt to Dr Stockwell for his introduction to the 
French language and its literature.  Now I want to pay 
tribute to two other teachers who have affected my 
life profoundly.

The first is Freddy Wickens, who joined the staff as 
the senior English teacher when I was in the Sixth 
Form.  I did not get the full benefit of his teaching 
because he spent several months off sick with back 
problems.  Even so, he inspired me with his dedicated 
and professional approach to teaching and his 
personal enthusiasm for the study of literature.  I 
had not realised until I met him how much a fully 
committed teacher could add to the experience of his 
pupils.  While he was away from Tooley Street I had 
to make one or two visits to his home in Bickley for 
advice on my University application.  On one visit he 
played me some Jazz records by Jelly Roll Morton.  
I enjoyed them but did not realise how they would 
affect my life profoundly.  Only a year later, when I 
needed to choose some music, I turned to Freddy’s 
records and they took over a large part of my life.

My second teacher is Kenneth Whiting.  In fact, he 
joined the staff about two years before Freddy.  About 
ten years ago, I read a note about him in the newsletter 
of the Cambridge English Faculty.  I was inspired to 
write to him.  I told him that he had influenced my 
life in three ways.

The first was as an inspiring teacher of literature.  
Several poems which he introduced to us in the 
classroom have remained with me as an important 
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part of my life.  One was “The Windhover” by Gerrard 
Manley Hopkins.  I was able to tell him that I had 
used the poem many times in my own teaching.  Even 
more recently I had arranged for the poem to be read 
at a meeting of a poetry society in Hove.

The second was a Russian connection.  Freddy 
Wickens took on responsibility for the annual school 
drama production.  Unfortunately, his bad back 
trapped him at home just as his choice of Gogol’s “The 
Government Inspector” was nearing performance.  
Kenneth took over.  Freddy had been very concerned 
that our performance should not decline into slapstick.  
Kenneth took a different view.  He thought that the 
play should be performed at high speed with lots of 
exaggerated comedy.   I was cast as the governor of 
the local prison.  We all tried to give Kenneth what he 
wanted.  The result was a very successful production 
and a very enjoyable experience.

From 1952-54 I did my National Service in the RAF.  
I trained, successfully, to be a Civil Service interpreter 
for Russian.  During those years I met one or two 
elderly Russian actors in exile.  In 1953 they put on 
a production of “The Government Inspector”.  It was 
just as Kenneth would have wished, - way over the top 
from start to finish.  I told him about this.

Third, Kenneth was an excellent trumpet player.  He 
played for one or two music events at STOGS, with a 
beautiful shining trumpet.  While I was in the RAF, I 
began a lifelong obsession with Jazz.  Although I had 
had many years of piano lessons I could not discover 
how to play jazz on the piano.  I needed to try another 
instrument.  I remembered how much I had admired 
Kenneth’s shiny trumpet.  I tried the cornet, moved 
on to the trumpet and by the autumn of 1956 I was 
the trumpet player and the leader of the Cambridge 
University Jazz Band.  I told Kenneth about this.

When he replied he told me that he too had been the 
trumpet player in a Cambridge University Jazz Band.  
He was also very envious because I had told him that I 
had been a semi–professional jazz musician for thirty-
five years.  During that time I had met and played 
with one or two of his idols, including trumpeter 
Yank Lawson and the great Wild Bill Davison.

St Olave’s opened a door for me.  Freddy and 
Kenneth made sure that I took full advantage of 
the opportunities that were waiting when I stepped 
through that door.

          Peter Batten 
  (1944-52)

Searching for the East End?
My father’s family came from the Isle of Dogs, more 
politely known as Millwall.  This is the area of London 
portrayed in the TV soap, “EastEnders”.  Several of 
my relatives were involved in amateur or professional 
boxing, a sport rarely mentioned in the BBC’s Albert 
Square.

That omission leads me to a question I am often asked, 
“How true to the East End is the BBC soap?”  I should 
certainly be able to answer that question.  I grew up in 
a house which looked out on a very substantial street 
market.  On the other side of the road there were 
market stalls and behind them a row of shops.  Just 
at the end of the row was a pub called, The Queen 
Victoria.  As in the soap my grandmother would 
meet her cronies there most evenings.  Just before 
closing time she would toddle home clutching her 
nightcap, a small jug of brown ale.  On our corner, two 
houses away, was a fish and chip shop.  (I can almost 
recapture the smell as I write these words.)  Just a 
few yards away the market became denser, with stalls 
on both sides of the road and many different shops.  
One feature I recall immediately, which EastEnders 
does not recreate, is the lighting.  In 1938, our road 
had been electrified so the stalls had been linked to 
electric lighting.  One of my earliest memories (I was 
born in 1933) is of the warm attractive glow, in winter 
months, around the stalls early in the morning and 
again in the evening.  Activity began at about 6am, 
when some stalls had to be brought out (lots of noise) 
and ended after 6pm. 

There is just one problem with my description.  
When my mother and father married (they met in 
Greenwich Park) they lived in my grandmother’s flat 
in Southwark Park Road in Bermondsey, south of 
the river.  It suited my father because he worked at 
the Surrey Commercial Docks in Rotherhithe, just 
over a mile away.  This is the road which I have been 
describing.  It is certainly not in the East End. 

The street market which I have begun to describe 
is typical of many throughout those inner London 
suburbs which grew up post-1850.  They were active 
from Monday to Saturday.  Then on Sunday huge 
special markets took over, like the amazing Petticoat 
Lane near Liverpool Street Station or the one I often 
visited just off the Walworth Road.  One of their 
special attractions was the sale of animals, which took 
up one or two side streets.

My memories of our market are based on the 
years 1938-1958.  I think they make an interesting 
contrast with the market which has been created for 
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EastEnders, but I do not intend that as a criticism 
of the soap.  Each of the smaller local markets had a 
character of its own, but they all offered a diversity of 
goods and characters which EastEnders cannot hope 
to recreate.  Our market was known as “The Blue 
Anchor” after the pub which was at the heart of the 
market area.  It was older than the Queen Vic, a late 
Victorian pub, and an even younger pub, the Colleen 
Bawn.  As a nosey child this name always irritated me.  
What did it mean?  Only in the 1970s did I discover 
that it was the title of a very successful Victorian play 
by the Irish playwright, Dion Boucicault. 

We had a small fleapit cinema, the Rialto, a small 
Woolworth’s, a bank and a Co-op supermarket, built 
on part of the road which had been destroyed by bombs.   
The variety of the stalls and shops was amazing, with 
all kinds of goods, groceries and foodstuffs on sale.  
Immediately opposite our house was a greengrocer’s 
stall, so it was very easy to nip across if we needed 
some extra veg for a meal.  Right behind him was 
a German bakery called Griesbach.  A little further 
away was a German Pork Butcher offering some 
delicious specialities.  Sadly, that closed in 1940.  
Among the more unusual offerings was sarsparella, a 
red cordial sold by the glass from a barrel.  As in Ben 
Jonson’s Elizabethan play, Volpone, there was usually 
someone offering some miracle cure for all ailments.  
Sometimes there would be a crockery stall where you 
were encouraged to make an offer for plates or a tea 
service.  An, allegedly, ex-boxer stood with a set of 
scales offering to tell your weight.  Someone called 
Prince Monolulu might come by offering to sell you 
betting tips.

Which reminds me – there is no illegal betting in 
EastEnders.  In my childhood, it was going on all 
around me.  “Runners”, as they were called, were 
quietly taking bets and handling money in every 
pub and every factory.  Our elderly neighbour, Mr 
Westcar, found a handy way to add to his pension by 
running a small “book”, as it was called.  Just in case 
the police came calling, my mother explained to me, 
all his betting slips were pinned to the underside of 
his large kitchen table.

OK, EastEnders, no illegal betting these days, but 
what happened to our jellied eels??    

                        Peter Batten 
  (1944-52)

Old Olavians’ Masonic Lodge No. 5758

Our year started well with Michael Hudson 
elected as our Master for the third time.  He was 

subsequently rewarded by a well-earned promotion in 
rank by the Metropolitan Grand Lodge.

To continue the good news: Old Olavian Bob Nott 
celebrated sixty years as a Freemason in March.  Bob 
is a most distinguished Freemason though, in this 
magazine, we should look back even further to his 
years as a distinguished schoolboy and chorister at St 
Olave’s in the days when the school was still based in 
London.

The celebration of this milestone planned for March 
was, sadly, cancelled as HRH the Duke of Kent, 
our Grand Master, quite properly closed down all 
Masonic activity for four months just beforehand in 
the light of Government advice following the Covid-
19 outbreak and lockdown.

As I write, in August, we are nervously considering 
restarting activity.  We do have another milestone in 
the offing when Brian Nicholas, another old boy of 
the school from Tooley Street days, celebrates his fifty 
years membership of the Craft early in 2021.

All of this does not detract from our principal objective 
which is to remain, just behind the National Lottery, 
as one of our country’s top contributors to charity.

Outside a major celebratory meeting of Metropolitan 
Grand Lodge held at Freemasons Hall in March, 
the London Fire Brigade were able to bring into 
Central London and show us, the first of the High-
Rise escape ladders that we had purchased for them 
following the realisation, at that dreadful Grenfell 
tower block fire, that the Brigade did not possess the 
equipment needed to rescue people at those heights.

In addition, our Grand Charity can report that, as 
ever, we are among the first organisation to react 
to, and support financially, all world-wide appeals 
following national disasters, alongside our regular 
contributions to medical research, lifeboats, air 
ambulances, hospices, repairs to historic religious 
buildings, youth organisations, and many, many other 
important appeals.

If anyone feels that they would like to learn more 
about Freemasonry, now or in the future, just contact 
me: Peter G Hudson OBE, 9, Downs View Close, 
Pratts Bottom, Orpington, Kent, BR6 7SU.  Phone: 
01689 858583.

Former Savoy Choristers

What a great shame that we were not able to 
meet in 2020. 
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Please try and keep an eye on the Queen’s Chapel 
website to ensure that we can meet on Sunday 11th 
July 2021 and make it a bumper turnout to hear the 
current choir at their best.  Let me have your news 
about what you are doing with a choir elsewhere.  It is 
always good to meet boys who followed me, over the 
years, who manage to keep up with singing.  We may 
be able to join together at the school, to do a concert 
when things get a little better and we are allowed to 
get back to normal.

 Graham H Milne 
  (1957-63)

Old Olavians South Devon Cricket Tour 
2020

In troubled times you can rely on cricket to reinforce 
the best qualities of a decent civilisation: calmness 

and humour under pressure, teamwork, applying skills 
learnt over years, and enjoying the company of your 
team-mates while mercilessly poking fun at them 
in the safe knowledge that you know they would be 
doing so to you if the roles were reversed.

In the crazy covid-dominated months leading up to 
tour this year we had no idea whether we were going 
to be legally allowed to play, whether any hotels would 
be open, let alone if they could fit us all in, whether 
we’d have any opposition who’d care to play us and 
who could provide a venue, and whether we’d have 
eleven people who wanted to drive down to Devon 
to play.  In the end we played six games in six days 
(winning all of them apart from one winning draw), 
and created a stack of memories that will hopefully 
live on as memorable highlights in a frustrating and 
distressing six months since lockdown was introduced.  

Boom!  Well done us!  Tremendous thanks to all 

the tourists who came down and made tour the 
dazzling success it turned out to be, especially the 
five players who had never toured before – Andy and 
Billy Rouse, Nick Worsley and Joe East, and Nathan 
Rakshamuthu.  Many thanks also to all the players 
and organisers in the opposition who welcomed us 
with open arms and whose positive attitudes made it 
all possible.

And so to the games. 

On the Sunday against Paignton we were able to put 
out a stronger team than the year before, and since 
they’d soundly beaten us in both the games we’d 
played since renewing the fixture we welcomed the 
opportunity to stick one on them (even though they 
are a terribly nice bunch).  Skipper Laurence Sanders 
won the toss and decided to bat.  Good man, because 
the fierce sun made it as hot as a Queen’s Guardsman 
in a busby stuck on a crowded train that’s broken 
down on a hot day while eating a vindaloo!  

Sagren Nayanah-Rajh and Joe East got us off to a 
great start in a timed game, with Joe even out-scoring 
Sags in a stand of 62 in ten overs before he was 
out for 39.  Henry Hamilton came in and looked a 
million dollars, crushing three straight fours before 
inexplicably chipping one up to be caught and 
bowled.  There followed a slight wobble as we lost 
another couple of wickets including Sags for a solid 
44 in his first game for two years to bring us to 111 
for four in 22 overs.  Chris Webster (58) and Billy 
Rouse (40) combined in a dynamic partnership of 74 
to ensure the good early work wasn’t wasted (one of 
Chris’ four sixes disappearing over the quaint steam-
train pulled up next to the ground), and the tourists 
closed on 235 all out in 41 overs.   With twenty overs 
from 5.30pm this should have left Paignton at least 
44 overs in which to get the runs.
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Andrew Ainger and Ian Giles were selected to give 
the Paignton openers an unusually tricky trial by 
swing and spin.  Both hit their lines well, Giles taking 
one wicket and Ainger three.  Billy and Joe replaced 
them and proved they could do more than wield the 
willow, both taking a wicket and keeping things tight 
and making the required rate rise.  C Ward had got 49 
against us last year but was out for six this time and, 
with Paignton up against it at 100 for six when the 
last twenty overs began, it looked likely it would be 
down to first-team skipper (and very pleasant bloke), 
Harry Ward (47* last year), and L Medlock (76 last 
year) if the home team were going to be able to pull it 
off.  It was at this delicate stage that captain Laurence, 
having entrusted his usual keeping-gloves to the safe 
hands of Andy Rouse, decided it was time he dusted off 
his leg-spin for an all-too-rare outing.  As frequently 
spotted as the double-breasted Beckenham aardvark 
bird, it was, too, a thing of wonder.  He struck in his 
first over, removing Harry caught by Jamie Batten.  
Despite a rearguard action from Medlock (30 no), 
Sanders L followed that up with two more wickets 
during a lovely spell of accurate spinny stuff.  Ian Giles 
returned to take the final wicket and Paignton were all 
out for 169 in the 37th over.  Batten had taken three 
good catches during all of that, and Webster two, and 
the OOs won by 66 runs.  Social distancing did not 
prohibit some very welcome cool drinks after quite a 
gruelling day in the sun.

Another timed game beckoned us at Sidmouth the 
next day.  The dazzling blue skies had gone for the 
nonce but it was still shorts weather and we won 
the toss and decided to bat.  Hamilton and Webster 
opened up, but Henry didn’t give himself a chance 
to settle and departed swiftly after popping another 
one up.  Such a shame as he looks so classy whenever 
he’s not getting out!  Chris got nineteen off as 
many balls before being caught, leaving the Sanders 
brothers at the crease to impress the OO character 
on the game.  They stoutly repelled the home attack 
for another fifteen overs until drinks, by which time 
we were 60 off twenty overs.  Doing a nimble bit of 
mental arithmetic, skipper Lance Giles multiplied the 
total by two to form a rough estimate of the score we 
were targeting.  Before he could mention anything, 
however, Laurence piped up with, “Do you think 
we should get on with it a bit now then?”  General 
encouraging murmurs ensued from the team, amongst 
the congratulations for the steadying stand.  Little did 
we know what we were in for.

On resumption, the Sanders family went berserk.  
Five fours were hit off the next six or seven balls, and 
it carried on in that fashion until Laurence departed 

for an excellent 44 5.2 overs later with the score on 
116.  Cameron had been more than holding his end 
up too, using his unfeasibly long levers to power the 
ball to all parts.  Jamie Batten walked out to the crease 
somehow giving the impression of a Maserati in 
second gear about to change up.  He exploded on the 
opposition and launched the ball everywhere while 
still maintaining a kind of elegant athleticism before 
he was caught on the boundary for 44 from twenty-
five balls including five sixes.  If Sidmouth were happy 
about that, they were going to be sadly surprised, 
however.  Nathan had been sitting with his pads on 
absorbing the atmosphere at what he described as a 
fairy-tale setting (Sidmouth looking very scenic with 
the sea and the rising hills, the old church spire and 
thatched pavilion and so on), and evidently wanted to 
contribute and put on a bit of a show too, given the 
chance.  The score was 194 for four from thirty-four 
overs.  Exactly three overs of carnage later and he was 
caught out for 42 from 15 balls, with the ball having 
travelled a combined 2.3 miles in distance including 
1200 ft in elevation (estimated statistic).  What a first 
knock on tour!

The only awkward thing about it was that Cameron, 
who had been putting in a great performance of his 
own with some thunderous drives and hooks, was 
seventeen runs short of his first-ever century at the 
other end, and the time for a declaration had been 
rapidly accelerated by all the pyrotechnics.  The 
captain had given them the “three overs to go” sign 
earlier, and there were now only two overs left.  Cam 
hit a three to retain the strike, and needed fourteen 
off the last over for his maiden ton.  Could he do it?  
He powered a couple of fours and a two, and then hit 
one reasonably near a fielder.  The batsmen set off, but 
could only manage a single.  Two balls left and new 
batsman Lance was on strike.  He nurdled a single 
to square leg and Cam had the chance… he middled 
the last ball and everyone celebrated and clapped him 
off for a sparkling 101 not out from exactly 100 balls.  
It also happened to be the first century by a genuine 
school-leaver (as opposed to a guest) since Brian 
Cantle against Kenn quite a few years ago (the last 
millennium).  

The OOs had made 258 from 38 overs.    After 
everyone had enjoyed a good Sidmouth tea on the 
outfield, play resumed.   The opening batsmen looked 
solid and, despite their best efforts, the tourists’ pace 
attack of Ravi Aynthushan and Nick Worsley couldn’t 
induce the first wicket.   Andrew ‘Danger’ Ainger 
began spinning it from the top end, and Jamie B was 
unleashed from the bottom end, but although several 
balls beat the bat or popped up into space neither of 
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them could make the breakthrough either, and the 
batsmen were really settling in by now, especially I 
Thomas.   At drinks Sidmouth were about 130 without 
loss from twenty overs and had absorbed everything 
that had been thrown at them, and the large total 
was looking decidedly nearer.    The captain shuffled 
his bowlers again.   Joe East came on to entice the 
batsmen with his left-arm spin, and in short time 
got the magic breakthrough: Watkins for 35 caught 
by keeper Laurence.   Nathan replaced Ainger at the 
top end and immediately looked the most dangerous 
bowler so far, firing in swinging yorkers and beating 
the bat.   He bowled Thomas with a pearl of a yorker 
for 103, and quickly followed that up with another 
wicket brilliantly caught by a diving Batten in the 
slips, and suddenly Sidmouth were 165 for three from 
twenty-eight overs and the tourists were breathing 
more easily.  

With the run-rate escalating the fielders were brought 
in to try to create a few more chances, and Webster 
picked up a couple and Joe and Henry one each, but 
we couldn’t get them all out and Sidmouth finished 
up on 228 for seven from thirty-eight overs for a 
drawn game.

Not being able to take any showers, the OOs relaxed 
in deckchairs for a happy drink after the game, but 
the opposition players went down to the beach and 
jumped in the sea to cool off.   If we hadn’t had a 
few tables booked in the wonderful White Horse Inn 
down the road for dinner we would have joined them.  

Tuesday was another warm bright day.  After a bit of 
pitch and putt and lawn bowls in the morning we set 
off on the trek to Sandford.  This was to be a 40-over 
game.  Sandford won the toss and batted.  They 
started confidently, captain Richard Foan looking his 
usual imposing self, and put on fifty without being 
unduly bothered.  ‘Danger’ Ainger had twisted captain 
Batten’s arm and somehow persuaded him that it was 
a good idea for him to open the bowling alongside 
Billy Rouse and to bowl ‘pace’.  To give him his due 
he didn’t look half-bad and he delivered some good 
balls too, but the batsmen still seemed fairly serene.  
Then, coming to the end of his spell, he suddenly 
slung down a magical ball that had Foan playing to 
leg while it whipped out his off-stump.  That changed 
the complexion of the game quite dramatically, as the 
other batsmen weren’t as assured, and the OOs kept 
chipping away with some good bowling, and wickets 
came for Joe and Chris too when they came on at 
first change at each end.  With the run-rate well in 
check, Batten thought he may experiment some more 
and brought on Henry for a blast with his new-found 

medium-pace style.  Cameron Sanders flighted some 
spin and got a wicket (his foot injury preventing 
him from bowling his usual seamers).  Lance Giles 
was nursing a groin injury throughout the week, but 
the situation was thought safe enough for him to 
attempt a delicate trundle, and it was one of those odd 
occasions when batsmen see some rubbish coming 
down and fling themselves at it and miss it.  He got 
an inexplicable four wickets for nineteen, including 
a stumping by Rousy, and Nick snaffled one with 
his alternative leg-spin when he came on as seventh 
change, and Sandford were all out for 191 in 38 overs.

Worsley and Sanders L opened the batting in reply 
and looked untroubled from the start.  Carrying on 
his good work from the day before, Laurence hit some 
pleasing fours and Nick showed both aggression and 
fine technique and together they cruised to 140 by the 
time drinks came, whereupon they both sportingly 
retired for 52* and 65* respectively.  HH and AA 
were both bowled by Fawssett after hitting a few nice 
shots, and it was left to the Rouses, Andy and Billy, 
to see us home, with the golden evening light picking 
out the rolled haystacks in the field over the road in a 
very picturesque manner (see photos on our facebook 
page), with five overs left to go.  

We found a new pub to go to after the game for 
dinner – the Three Little Pigs just down the road in 
Crediton.  We managed to fit into their smallish back 
garden on benches surrounded by potted plants and 
crazy concrete statues, and the food was tasty and the 
beer good – a valuable discovery.  We had a happy 
surprise awaiting our return at the hotel too – Dave 
Colloff had travelled all the way down directly from 
visiting hospital.  He’d broken his thumb nastily the 
day before tour, despite the tour manager telling him 
not to do so, but he couldn’t keep away and, after 
finding out he wouldn’t need an operation on it, he 
came down to keep us company; what a top chap!
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Torquay had abandoned all midweek cricket due to 
covid, so we had the excitement of a new ground to 
play at on Wednesday – Chudleigh.  It’s an attractive 
ground just north of Newton Abbot surrounded by 
rolling hills, and we had last played there in 1932.  It 
was another warm day but not too hot, and we fielded 
first.  Ravi and Nathan opened the bowling, both 
posing problems for the batsmen; Ravi generating 
some great bounce and Nathan picking up a couple 
of wickets.  Captain Chris Webster continued the 
tour theme of pace bowlers having a go at spin and 
brought Nick on at first change to parade his leg-spin 
wares, and he bowled pretty well too, beating the bat 
with some beauties and finishing with three wickets.  
Cameron was given the other end and felt up to 
cranking the speed up a bit; he must have looked quite 
a formidable sight to the batsmen with all six feet five 
inches of him bearing down on them.  He only gave 
away fourteen runs from his six overs and was unlucky 
not to get a wicket, and it was great to see him bowling 
properly after being on two tours previously without 
even bowling a ball due to various injuries.  The last 
two bowlers were Ainger and Batten, with Jamie 
trumping Nick’s spinning antics by, not only bowling 
spin, but doing so left-arm-around (as opposed to his 
usual right-arm pace).  He wasn’t bad to start with, 
and then he actually improved until he was landing 
it on a handkerchief and nipping it past the outside 
edge.  What an infuriating fellow!  Ainger got two 
wickets and Batten three, and Chudleigh were all out 
for 175 in 37.3 overs in a timed game.

East and Hamilton started off the tourists’ reply.  
Henners continued his unlucky run of form and 
was out caught, but Joe’s magic touch for the week 
persevered, and he hit a series of delightful square-
cuts from the opening pace bowler, sending the ball 
down to the pavilion where his team-mates applauded 
appreciatively.  Danger Ainger was in at number three 
and favoured the lofted drive to similarly satisfying 
effect.  After he was out for 31, Lance Giles replaced 
him and drove his way to twenty before gloving a riser 
behind the wicket.  After a couple more wickets Jamie 
(21*) arrived to see the tourists home with eight overs 
to spare.  Joe ended on an impressive 74* to do his 
tour average no harm at all.

It was all change on Thursday, with all our friends 
from ODCUACO returning home and only Chris 
Evans arriving to replace them, due to our covid-
related decreased playing numbers.  We were two 
men short on the day, but Conrad had told us he had 
plenty of people dying for a game and lent us two 
players from his own ranks.  His choice of players, 
and their willingness in accepting an OO cap, were to 

leave quite an impression on the day.

A 35-over game was decided upon as a bit of rain was 
expected, and the OOs won the toss and batted.  Our 
old friend Jonty Tupman of South Devon opened 
the innings for the tourists with his usual team-mate 
Harry Senior.  In each of the last three years we’d 
managed to defend totals under 150, so we were quite 
unprepared for the fireworks that were immediately 
lit from ball one that day.  Harry batted like he had 
an urgent appointment at tea which he couldn’t miss.  
The home team laughed a bit, saying he always goes 
for his shots and then usually skies one, but he wasn’t 
missing anything this time.  The ball was walloped to 
all parts, and Jonty held his end up well, and by the 
time Tupman was out the score was 87 from eight 
overs.  Ravi came in at number three, happy to have 
the chance of a meaningful bat for a change.  He put 
in a good knock of 28 including five fours, with Harry 
blazing away at the other end, and when he was out the 
OOs were now 152 for two from sixteen overs.  The 
home team didn’t seem too disheartened, however, 
saying they had a lot of batsmen in their side.  Steve 
Parsons, our regular umpire, came out for his first 
game of the year, and then Harry smashed another 
four to reach his century from about fifty balls.  At 
this point he retired (probably none too soon in his 
erstwhile team-mates’ opinions) and another couple 
of quick wickets fell – Parsons and Dave Stubbs, who 
was guesting for the tourists and had played against 
us in the past.  Sags took up the baton and struck 
some lovely shots before he was bowled for 43, and 
everyone else chipped in with a few here and there 
to bring the tourists’ total to 273 for nine from their 
overs.

It had been a highly unusual day so far, not just the 
scoring-rate but the way the ball was bouncing at a 
perfectly reasonable height on the usually low, slow 
wicket, and the seeming confidence of the home 
team, so no-one had any idea what to expect from the 
second half.  Our second loaned player from SDCC 
was Jack Allen, a 15-year old colt, and he took the 
first over and settled down quickly to bowl some 
good lines and deny the home team a flying start.  
Chris Evans partnered him at the other end and, 
after a rusty first over, he too found his rhythm to 
start landing his spinners on the spot.  It only takes 
a few tight overs when facing a large total to really 
ramp up the pressure and send the required run-rate 
into dangerous territory, but the experienced duo of 
Dax Oliver (who hadn’t played against us for years 
and it was very nice to see him again) and Hargreaves 
were just about keeping in touch at 39 from eight 
overs when Dax pushed a single into the covers and 
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called his partner through for a quickie that was just 
beaten by the throw from skipper L Giles.  New man 
Baldock got up to speed quickly, though, and with the 
bowling change of Stubbs and I Giles the batsmen 
starting playing ever more aggressively.  Baldock hit 
a towering six off Ian and then attempted the same 
feat only for Ravi to take an excellent steepling catch 
to dismiss him for 42, and SDCC were 120 for two 
from eighteen overs.  They were going at 6.6 an 
over, but by now they needed almost nine-an-over 
and, even with wickets in hand, it was a tough ask.  
Nathan put in a spell and kept things in check and 
got a couple of important wickets, Lance floated a 
couple of overs up and got an lbw, and the required 
rate kept climbing.  Ravi became the last in a long line 
of pacemen becoming spinners this week by coming 
up with five overs of reasonable off-spin, and Jack 
Allen returned to bowl Oliver for a valiant 78 and 
effectively end the hopes for a successful chase.  South 
Devon ran aground on 250 for nine from their thirty-
five overs, which had been a great effort.  The whole 
day had been played out in a very convivial spirit and, 
since covid had put an end to the tour dinner that 
usually occurs on the Thursday evening, we were able 
to spend an extended time having a good chat with 
our gracious hosts.

The last game of the week was, as ever, against our old 
buddies at Kenn.  We were delighted to find out that 
Gosy and Jimbo would be playing against us in their 
first games of the year.  Stephen Parsons was skipper 
for the day in reward for his years of sterling service on 
tour in the umpire’s coat.  The Olavians batted first in 
another 35-over game.  James Tyler, who had helped 
us out mightily against South Devon the year before, 
returned for another OO cap and brought with him 
a friend, Niall McCarthy, who opened the innings 
alongside Simon Burrell.  Niall was unlucky and got 
caught early on, bringing Taylor to the crease.  This 
pair pushed on until Burrell was out for seventeen.  
The cheery James Allen, who had got three wickets 
against us the day before, had enjoyed the day so 

much he was playing for us this time and came in at 
number four.  It was a difficult wicket to get the pace 
of, with the ball sticking and popping a bit, but the two 
Jameses made it look easy, riding out the devilish balls 
and pummelling the ones there to be hit.  They took 
the score up to 159 in great style before Allen fell for 
60 including six sixes, lbw to Gosy.  Andy Bradley was 
demonstrating how well his leg-spin had progressed 
and caused no end of problems for the batters, and 
he finished up with three wickets.  Nathan came in 
at number seven and we wondered how many balls 
we may lose into the surrounding streams and hills, 
but he restrained himself a little and only hit four 
sixes on his way to 48 not out.  No-one else managed 
much, and Gosy was the pick of the bowlers with four 
wickets for 21.  The tourists had chalked up 237 for 
nine in their overs.

Parsons selected his pace attack of Ravi and Nathan 
to fire the opening OO salvo at the batsmen, Gosy 
and Underhill, when the return innings began.  Ravi 
bowled his spin but both were on song and proved 
hard to get away on the tough pitch.  Ian Giles 
replaced Nathan after he had got a wicket and also got 
immediate results – bowling Gosy and then inducing 
a snick to Allen behind the stumps off the dangerous 
Jimbo.  He then had Jones caught by Tupman and 
promptly came off.  Niall had protested that he didn’t 
bowl, but Stephen saw a glimmer of potential there 
and brought him on up the steep hill.  His confidence 
was well-founded and Niall put in a first-rate display 
and conceded only six runs in five overs.  Chris Evans 
was tried up and down the hill and had success at both 
ends, getting a couple of wickets, before Ravi came 
back to clean up the innings with two more.  Kenn 
had finished on 93 all out, and the early wickets had 
really denied the chance of a tighter finish, but the 
game had been played with the usual friendly banter 
and mickey-taking and it had been a thoroughly 
nice end to tour.  It was good to hear the droll wit of 
Simon Snell on the field again, as he’d been absent 
from Kenn’s ranks for years.
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Tremendous thanks to everyone who had taken 
part on tour in any capacity; it had been a brilliant 
week and a real highlight of the summer in the face 
of considerable adversity.  Special thanks to Jasper 
Gundry-White for umpiring three games and to 
our supporters Ray and Linda Michael and Pennie 
Giles who came all the way to Devon, braving the 
corona dangers, all the while knowing they probably 
wouldn’t get a game.  All our regular tourists who 
couldn’t make it were sorely missed, and particular 
mention should be made of Brian and Penny Cantle 
here.  Once again we probably wouldn’t have had a 
tour without Brian charming players to come down, 
even when he was mostly restricted to his sofa 
propped up by cushions due to a litany of ailments 
that had successively descended upon him.  In fact, in 
all likelihood we wouldn’t have had any of the tours in 
recent memory without his great efforts in spreading 
the word about what a good tour it is, and advertising 
its merits via the medium of his own inimitable 
humour and irrepressible love of all things cricket.  
We have almost certainly the longest-running tour to 
Devon (112 years and counting), and we haven’t heard 
of any tours established longer in any part of England 
(we may as well broaden this to the world, and then… 
why not… the galaxy).  As cricket-playing numbers 
continue gradually to diminish across the country, 
and it seems to get harder for both tourists and locals 
to take time off during the week to play, everyone who 
values the experiences tour brings needs to do their 
bit to keep this slice of cricketing history alive and 
kicking.  This year again we’ve had a terrific bunch 
of fun and talented young cricketers to complement 
the older (but still fun and talented!) heads, and it’s 
this combination of generations coming together for 
a week to enjoy each other’s company and antics that 
makes tour so special.  

Any young Olavian or Old Olavian would be 
especially welcome to say hello.  We have a couple of 
midweek games in the Bromley area in the early part 
of each season that Brian organises, including a game 
against the current school team, so you wouldn’t have 
to jump in for a whole week in Devon as soon as you 
rock up!

Here’s hoping that by next year we will have got the 
covid problem licked and we can all look forward to 
the return of a normal season and many more happy 
cricketing tales.

            Lance Giles 
  (1988-95)

Results
Sun 9th August v Paignton CC: Timed game OOs won 
by 66 runs

OOs 235 all out in 41 overs (C Webster 58, S 
Nayanah-Rajh 44, B Rouse 40, J East 39)

Paignton 160 all out (A Ainger 3 for 29, L Sanders 3 
for 47, I Giles 2 for 32)

Mon 10th August v Sidmouth CC: Timed game, winning 
draw to OOs

OOs 258 for 7 in 38 overs (C Sanders 101*, J Batten 
48, L Sanders 44, N Rakshamuthu 42)

Sidmouth 228 for 7 in 38 overs (C Webster 2 for 11, 
N Rakshamuthu 2 for 18, J East 2 for 37)

Tues 11th August v Sandford CC: 40 over game.  OOs 
won by 7 wickets

Sandford 191 all out (L Giles 4 for 19)

OOs 194 for 3 in 34.5 overs (N Worsley 65*, L 
Sanders 52*)

Wed 12th August v Chudleigh CC: Timed game, OOs 
won by 4 wickets

Chudleigh 175 all out from 38 overs ( J Batten 3 for 
30, N Worsley 3 for 38, N Rakshamuthu 2 for 33)

OOs 176 for 6 in 29 overs ( J East 74*, A Ainger 31)

Thu 13th August v South Devon CC: 35 over game.  OOs 
won by 22 runs.

OOs 272 for 9 (H Senior 102 rtd, S. Nayanah-Rajh 
43, R. Aynthushan 28)

SDCC 250 for 7 (N Rakshamuthu 2 for 42)

Fri 14th August v Kenn CC: 35 over game, OOs won by 
144 runs

OOs 237 for 9 (T Tyler 77, J Allen 60, N Rakshamuthu 
48*)

Kenn 93 all out (I Giles 3 for 7)



156 – Old Olavian – Olavian 2020

Old Olavians’ Eton Fives Club 2019-20 
Season

The main focus of the season was to regain the 
Alan Barber Cup.  Many Old Olavians took part 

in the regular Saturday morning practices and this 
resulted in good performances in the league matches 
throughout the season.  Life became more difficult 
when we lost use of our courts from January 2020 
whilst the building of more fives courts at school 
commenced.  Nevertheless, we ended the season in 
second place in the first division and first place in the 
third division.  The Richard Barber Cup was won in 
partnership with players from the school; we remain 
undefeated in this event which is for teams of three 
pairs each consisting of an old boy/girl and current 
pupil at the school.

The Alan Barber Cup, the three-pair team national 
competition was our main goal of the season.  All 
went to plan and the ultimate success for the club was 
achieved!  We defeated the old Salopians in the semi-
final and then the Old Harrovians in the final, held 
at Eton College.  Our team of three pairs consisted 
of James Toop and Howard Wiseman at first pair, 
with Sebastian Cooley and Isaac Jochim at second, 
with Tony Barker and Prajeeth Sathiyamoorthy at 
third.  Second and third pairs both won their matches 
in straight sets, securing the victory and making us 
at the first team to ever win this most prestigious 
competition with two current school pupils in the 

team, both of whom won their matches!

The big news for the club was of course the prospect 
of four new courts being built to give us a total of 
eight.  Building was well under way by the end of the 
season and the new courts are expected to be ready 
for January 2021.  Our last session on the courts 
before building started was particularly memorable.  
We were visited by the Nigerian U25’s national Eton 
Fives team.  The standard was just superb, and our 
guests remained with us for the whole morning, 
playing both official matches, and friendlies.

 Howard Wiseman 
  (1980-87)
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In Memoriam

Bill HAWKES (1931-37) died on 7th August 2020, 
having celebrated his one hundredth birthday in 

November 2019.  He spent all his working life in the 
Property department of the Southern Railway.  We 
have heard this sad news from his friend John King 
(1956-63) following a phone call from Bill’s son, 
Steve.

Jack E HEWSON (1957-62) died on 29th March 
2020.  David Roberts wrote to tell friends that 

“it is with great sadness that I have to tell you that 
our great friend and school colleague, Jack Hewson, 
passed away in Darent Valley Hospital, Dartford.  
Six weeks earlier he had had a fall while on holiday 
in Tenerife.  The medics there said that he hadn’t 
fractured his hip, but when he got back to England 
he was still in pain and a fracture was diagnosed and 
dealt with.  Unfortunately, he developed septicaemia 
and just couldn’t get over it despite hospital treatment 
and a period in intensive care.”   

Ray Botevyle wrote: “What a terrible shock to hear 
about dear Jack.  I have many fond memories of Jack 
as I have known him since junior school in Plumstead.  
He was one of my closest friends in and out of school.  
One abiding memory is of the two of us setting off 
on my Triumph Tiger Cub motorcycle in the summer 
after we had left school for a two-week holiday at a 
holiday camp in Brixham, Devon.  Jack was riding 
pillion with his rucksack on his back; I think it took us 
about eight hours to get there but we had a wonderful 
two weeks away.” 

Colin Bruder wrote: “Gobsmacked!  If any of us 
ought not to go it must be Jack.  Universally liked, 
a wise head on young shoulders.  In every sense of 
the word... a gentleman.  Sleep well Jack!  Now just 
three Timbercroft Olavian Musketeers.  All for one... 
and one for all!  Trust Jack to remind us of our own 
mortality in these difficult times.”

John Hewlett wrote that Jack could always make 
him smile; and Stewart Hodges recalled that he was 
always so cheerful and enthusiastic and knew so much 
on lots of topics, and that he often sat next to Jack in 
Transitus and that a lot of talking went on that year.   

Jay K Williams remembers running round Dulwich 
Park with Jack and he tells us that a great friend, 
Bishop Peter Doyle, had offered to say Mass for Jack.  
Requiescat in pace.   

Geoffrey NATHAN (1958-1965) died in 
September 2014 after suffering motor neurone 

disease.  We are grateful to John King (1956-63) 
who has provided the following information after 
discussion with Geoffrey’s widow and his cousin, 
Andrew, in Grove Park.  Geoffrey was born in 
1946, and he entered the school in 1958 where he 
was known by the nickname of Naples.  At school a 
love of music was nurtured by playing clarinet in the 
orchestra and singing in both the school choir and 
Southwark Cathedral.  He worked for some years as 
a commodity dealer, mainly in coffee, before moving 
into technology for dealing rooms.  He lived variously 
in Lee, Beckenham, Sydenham and latterly in Grays 
in Essex.  His nephew, Edward, was later at the 
school.  He left a wife, Margaret, a daughter and four 
grand-daughters.

Richard Stanley Newton OLIVER (1954-60) died 
on 3rd April 2020 at the age of 76.  His wife, 

Vanessa, wrote to tell us the sad news.

Albert (Bertie) Frank Edward ROBINSON 
(1945-1947) died on 29th December 2019.  He 

is survived by his niece, Gillian Aldread, who has sent 
this sad news by way of Richard White.  Bertie was 
a great supporter of the Society (and School) and a 
member of both the Old Olavians’ Lodge and the Old 
Olavians’ Royal Arch Chapter.  Memorial donations 
were invited for 

either: Hearing Dogs for the Deaf - https://www.
hearingdogs.org.uk/ 

or:  The National Deaf Children’s Society - https://
www.ndcs.org.uk/. 

John WRIGHT (1936-42) died in February this 
year at the ripe old age of 97 years.  John’s daughter 

Pam Wright wrote: “… he was a wonderful man who 
remained active right up until his death.  He was a 
legend in the shooting community and in my eyes 
too.  It was a privilege to be his daughter.  We still 
have his St Olaves badge and he related many stories 
of his school days at St Olaves in Tooley Street.” 

Brian N CANTLE (1961-68) died in Farnborough 
Hospital on 24th October 2020. He had been 

suffering for some time from pancreatic cancer. 
Full tributes will appear in next year’s edition of the 
magazine.

Rev John Gordon WRIGHT (1957-87), who was 
a master at St Olave’s for thirty years, died on 

the 22 May aged 93.  Roger Kemp (1961-67) passed 
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this sad news on to our chairman, having heard 
it from John Wright’s daughter, Sue Rothery, 
whom he met at a car club about five years ago.  
Sue has sent the following summary of his life and 
achievements: “John Wright was Chaplain and 
Head of Religious Education at St Olave’s from 
1957 until his retirement in 1987, and he was Head 
of Lower School for his last two years.  John was 
amused that he was given the nickname “Fido” on 
account of his clerical dog-collar.

“In addition to his teaching duties he also ran the 
chess club and took the younger boys away on 
historical trips.  He sometimes took his son with 
him on these trips, and Simon acquired the name 
of “Mini-Fido”.

“After leaving St. Olave’s he spent three years as the 
Rector of Whimple in Devon.  He then retired to 
Albrighton in Shropshire where he had spent his 
early life.

“His main passion was travel and he spent his school 
holidays back-packing around Greece.  Later his 
travel became more adventurous and he travelled 
widely throughout the world.  He always made an 
effort to learn a little of the language of the country 
he was to visit.  He continued travelling right up to 
the age of 88.   

“His health deteriorated after a major stroke, 
and he died peacefully in a nursing home.  He is 
survived by his wife Ann, and his two children.”

OO Chairman Chris Harris remembers “Fido” as 
“he taught me RE and ran the chess club when I 
was there.  He was a gentle man.”

Nigel Rawlings (1964-71) sent the following to 
John’s daughter as part of a letter of condolence: “I 
do have very fond memories of Fido.  He was one 
of the decent teachers at a time when I found going 
to St Olave’s totally daunting.  Being an Orpington 
Boy, I found myself to be “soft”, being surrounded 
by Bermondsey and Grove Park boys.  Many of the 
teachers were not much better and the headmaster 
was something of an ogre, in my opinion.  There 
was plenty of aggression in the school.

“But Fido was so good.  He wasn’t overly kind, 
but sensibly so, and he introduced humour in a 
school where I found little at that time.  He used 
to like being called Fido and would encourage it 
by calling himself by that name in class.  He got 
me into terrible trouble at home because he used 

to like telling jokes and he told one that I repeated 
at the Sunday dinner table, when some important 
guests were present.  The joke was: “A nude woman 
walked into a church and the vicar had a stroke”.  
Brilliant!”

“Once again, my deepest sympathy for the loss of a 
very good, kind man.”

Geoff Ling (1969-74) was another who wrote: “I 
do have one such memory which still makes me 
smile, from a school skiing trip to Austria which 
must have been in 1973.  It was back in the days 
when Noddy Holder and his band Slade were very 
popular and I was quite a fan.  Quite a large group 
of us were at breakfast in our hotel one morning 
when Fido entered the dining room wearing his 
dog collar, obviously in a very good mood as we 
heard him singing in his finest clerical tones, 
“Come on feel the noise, girls rock your boys” 
and so on.  I don’t suppose Slade could ever have 
imagined their song being sung in such a way, but it 
was at the time hilarious and has stayed with me as 
a fond memory of good times in my teenage years, 
so I hope you enjoy it too.”

Peter Harland (1978-85) wrote that he “was 
saddened to hear of the death of the Reverend 
John Wright.  He was an excellent teacher who 
inspired me to study Latin and Greek.  I was in 
Mr Wright’s class in my first year.  I was heavily 
involved in the life of the chapel where I was 
chapel leader 1984-5.  He was a very good chaplain 
and helped me to understand more of the varieties 
of churchmanship in the Church of England.  
He suggested that I consider studying Theology 
at University which I did at St John’s College, 
Durham where I also undertook my PhD.  I have 
worked in University administration since and am 
now the Administrative Officer of the Faculty of 
Divinity in Cambridge.  Reverend Wright was a 
teacher who influenced me greatly and I kept in 
touch for a few years.  I understand that he went 
to parish life after St Olave’s and later became a 
Roman Catholic”.   

Dr Richard Wheeler (ex-staff ) remembers John “as 
a kindly man who supported and helped me as a 
young schoolmaster in my first post”. 
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