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YEAR 12 TIMELINE 

Just a few of the things you’ve got to look forward to this year 

 
*exact dates may vary  

 

Other events/activities will be announced via:  

• School e-mails 

• Microsoft Teams  

• Notices in form/assemblies 
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AMBASSADOR PREFECTS 
Who we are and what we do 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get to know your 

ambassador prefects 

for this year! 

Sharon  

 

Justin Isaiah Ayo 

    
Biology,  

Chemistry, 

Economics (AS), 

Maths  

Classics,  

Economics (AS), 

English Lit.,  

R.S.,  

 

Economics,  

History,  

Maths,  

R.S. (AS) 

Chemistry (AS),  

Computing,  

Maths,  

Physics 

“Your mind is for 

having ideas not for 

holding them, don’t 

leave it till the last 

minute” 

 

 “Comparison is the 

thief of joy” 

"Apart from this 

quote, nothing good 

ever comes from 

last minute 

submissions" 

     

Derin  

 

Simone   

 

Scarlet  George  Selin 

     
Art,  

English,  

German,  

Maths (AS) 

Economics,  

Latin (AS), 

Maths,  

Physics 

Art, 

Biology, 

Chemistry (AS),  

Maths  

Economics, 

Maths 

Physics, 

Classics (AS) 

Biology,  

Chemistry,  

Maths 

Physics (AS) 

 

“All these people be 

handing in their 

quotes late. I am 

people.” 

 

"Don't let anyone 

work harder than 

you do"  

 

“Confidence can get 

you anywhere.”  

 

“Work smarter 

AND harder” 

 

 

“If you think you’ve 

done enough 

revision, you 

haven’t” 
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Cecilia 

 

Yash Elif Dominic Daksh 

      
Computing (AS),  

English Lit., 

Maths, 

R.S. 

Biology, 

DT (AS)  

Further Maths,  

Physics 

Biology, 

Chemistry,  

English Lit. (AS), 

Maths 

Chemistry, 

Computing (AS) 

Economics, 

Further Maths, 

Biology,  

Chemistry,  

Further Maths 

Physics (AS) 

 

“If Pitbull can do it, 

so can you!”  

 

“Sleep is always the 

correct answer”  

 

“Either you run the 

day or the day runs 

you - Jim Rohn”  

 

“Be proactive in 

your learning”  

 

“When life shuts a 

door, just open it. 

That’s how doors 

work.”  
     

Catherine 

 

Maia Macey Bharath Tyrone 

   
  

Biology,  

Chemistry, 

Economics,  

Maths (AS) 

Biology,  

Chemistry,  

English Lit.,  

Maths (AS) 

Chemistry,  

Computing (AS), 

Further Maths 

Physics 

Biology,  

Chemistry, 

Further Maths,  

Physics (AS)  

Biology,  

Chemistry,  

Maths,  

Physics (AS) 

 

“Focus on progress, 

not perfection”  

 

“Year 12 is over 

before you know it, 

so enjoy” 

 

"Confusion is not a 

sign of failure, it's 

the first step to 

understanding"  

 

“Dreams come a 

size too big so that 

we can grow into 

them”  

 

"Whatever you do, 

don't be late to Dr 

Bradley's lessons"  
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Senior Prefect Team 
Who we are and what we do 

 

Steven Millie Anupam Nikhil 

    

Captain of School Captain of School Head of House Systems Head of Sports 

Biology,  

Chemistry, 

Maths, 

English Lit. (AS) 

Economics, 

Geography (AS), 

History, 

Maths 

Biology, 

Chemistry, 

Maths, 

Latin (AS) 

Biology, 

Chemistry, 

Maths, 

R.S. (AS) 

"Never be afraid to ask for 

help and work as hard as 

you can, but when it gets 

rough this year remember 

- you could be in Cure" 

“Harvard are better than 

Leeke, Steven” 

“Half an essay is better 

than no essay” 

“If you ever think it could 

get worse, just remember 

you’re not a med student. 

Oh wait…’” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



6 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Scarlett Rhea Jahnavi Matthew 

    

Head of Form / Duty 

Prefects 

Head of Clubs, Societies 

and Outreach 

Head of Charity and 

Events 

Head of Ambassador / 

Academic Prefects 

Biology (AS), 

Chemistry, 

Economics, 

History 

Art, 

Classics, 

English Lit. (AS), 

RS 

Biology, 

Chemistry, 

Maths, 

Physics (AS) 

Economics, 

Further Maths, 

German, 

Physics (AS) 

“If you get lost first week 

don’t ask me for directions 

- I’ll be just as confused” 

"When life gives you 

lessons, make lessonade" 

“Work hard and don’t 

waste time worrying 

about what you can’t 

control, it will all be fine 

in the end, and if it’s not, 

it’s not the end!” 

“Chasing your dreams is 

like building sandcastles, 

every grain of sand is 

important even if you 

can’t see them all” 
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PLACES 

Where you’ll be spending a lot of your time (besides classrooms) 

 
Common Room: 
The common room is the “nucleus” of the sixth form, so 

to speak. You’ll spend much of your free time here where 

you have a chance to relax (or rush homework due for 

next period…). It’s a comfortable space with an easy-

going ambience to provide the ideal place for chilling out 

and chatting to friends, which makes it a good place to 

take a bit of time out from what can be a stressful two 

years. 

 

  

  

 

Pavilion: 
The pavilion is where a lot of you will spend your 

break and lunch. The food is better than most 

schools’. Don’t worry if you’re feeling tired, there’s a 

hot drinks machine available to keep you alert and 

ready to enjoy the rest of your day. 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Hall: 
“Small Halls”, as they are known as, are silent study 

periods which give you the opportunity to consolidate 

your learning and catch up on work in the Small Hall. 

You start off the year dreading them but as you draw 

closer to exams you start to see them become useful. If 

you make the most of them, it will make A-Levels that 

little bit more bearable. 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

Sixth Form Library: 
The library offers the best place for quiet study in the 

school. An abundance of chairs and tables allow you 

to spend your study periods working hard. Towards 

the end of the year be sure to get there early, as 

before you know it, there are no tables left! 
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OTHER IMPORTANT 

PLACES 

 

Curriculum Office & Exams Office: 
The exams and curriculum offices are located next to Room 10 and you will need to visit here if you want to 

change your subject options or for any exam related queries. 

 

The Chapel: 
The chapel hosts a weekly communion open to all people religious or otherwise, which you can attend instead of 

Wednesday assembly. It serves as a quiet place for reflection, and anyone can worship here at their discretion. The 

chapel also offers a place for events and lectures throughout the year. The Reverend Bowen offers support to 

everyone from all backgrounds and beliefs. 

 

The Business Centre: 
A lot of the admin for the school takes place in the Business Centre, which is situated just in front of the Reception. 

You may find yourself visiting here for a variety of reasons.  

 

Wellbeing room: 
A cosy environment where you can take time to destress and talk to someone which you can find near The Chapel.  

 

Head of Year Office: 
 

This is situated in the Common Room and is where you will find the Head of Year and the Assistant Head of Year 

(when they aren’t teaching). 

 

Director of Sixth Form Office: 
 

Mr Birtchnell’s office is in the Sixth Form Library. 

 

Pastoral and Attendance Officer’s Office: 
 

This is next to Mr Birtchnell’s office and is where you will find Mrs Davies, the Sixth Form Pastoral and 

Attendance Officer. Come here if you need absence forms or to sign in late, or if you have any questions. 
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ACADEMIC SUPPORT 
Every department is always looking to support you 

 
Whilst some subjects have specific time slots for their clinics and support sessions, others are more 

open to individual enquiries. There is support for everyone, whether you haven’t got a clue about a 

particular topic or are looking to stretch yourself to the next level. 

 

We encourage you to communicate with teachers if you have any questions, however silly they 

may seem… although it is probably best to wait until they’ve had their morning coffee. 

Friends and peers can also be a great way to obtain support. Compare notes and practice with one 

another whilst having a laugh. Class WhatsApp groupchats are great for communicating with one 

another and sharing tips and if your classmates say that they haven’t even started revising yet, then 

it means they’ve definitely been revising, so don’t get caught out       ! 

 

Year 13s are also another great source of help. They will have been in your situation, so they will 

have at least some understanding of where you are at. Again, compare notes and ask for advice, 

even if you only pick up a few small things, it’s better than nothing. 

 

If you’ve made it this far down the page and want one final piece of advice, get yourself ahead of 

the game, but don’t overload yourself. Find the right balance. Communicate with others and trial 

as many support sessions as possible, to find what works best for you.  

 
 

*Clinics/Support Sessions may run at varying times/locations, so be sure to ask your teachers to 

find out when they run and make sure you arrive early to ensure you get more time and a seat!       
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PASTORAL SUPPORT 
Support beyond the curriculum. 

 

The school offers lots of pastoral care in the sixth form: 
 

Form tutors –  
Your Form Tutor is always available to talk to about any problem. You can ask to speak to them 

quietly at any time. Each student has mentoring sessions with their form tutor throughout the year.  

 

Prefects –  

Form/Ambassador prefects are easy to talk to and can give advice on many Year 12 issues, such as 

settling-in and work, especially as they are Year 13s, who have recent experience of the challenges 

of Year 12.  

 

The Chaplain –  
Reverend Julie Bowen is in school on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays to offer help to all 

students and their families, regardless of their faith. Her office is just outside the Chapel. She can 

also be contacted via email: jbowen@saintolaves.net. You don’t have to be religious to talk to her 

about something that is bothering you. 

 

6th Form Pastoral Team: Head of Year, Assistant Head of Year and 

Director of 6th Form –  

Members of the pastoral team can be useful to talk to if you’re feeling stressed and need to talk. 

Both academic and pastoral matters can be discussed. Mr Birtchnell, the Director of 6th Form, is 

the teacher responsible for pastoral care for the Sixth Form and he can be contacted via this email: 

mbirtchnell@saintolaves.net 

 

SENDCO –  
Ms Wilcox is the Special Educational Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENDCO) and can help 

with supporting student’s learning needs and academic and social challenges. She can be contacted 

via this email: swilcox@saintolaves.net 

 

Bromley Y –  
The school has one Bromley Y counsellor who is in school from Monday to Thursday. She is 

always willing to support students in a confidential setting. She can be contacted via this email: 

jbarry@saintolaves.net 

 
 

Please do ask for support if you need it. There are lots of people who can help. 

 

mailto:jbowen@saintolaves.net
mailto:mbirtchnell@saintolaves.net
mailto:swilcox@saintolaves.net
mailto:jbarry@saintolaves.net
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SOCIETIES 

Part of the pride and joy of Saint Olave’s sixth form is the wide variety of societies that the school 

is able to offer. Societies are integral to school life, allowing you, as students, to develop your 

interests further in topics you may have never considered before. As student-led societies, they are 

a brilliant way of meeting new people, receiving help from those in Year 13 who were in your 

shoes last year, as well as also, developing a community of support. The best part is, sometimes 

there’s free food!!! 

 

Below are some of the societies Saint Olaves has to offer: 

 

• Medic’s Society 
o Medics’ Society is a vibrant, dedicated and thriving community. During meetings, you may 

participate in many activities including practical sessions such as dissections, listening to your peers 

present on medical topics and attending talks from prestigious external speakers, such as practising 

doctors and medical students. It is recommended to anyone hoping to pursue a career in medicine or 

anyone who has interests in science, ethics, research and improving people’s lives. 

 

• Space Society 
o Space society provides a great opportunity to anyone with interests across all sciences to discuss 

space. We have presentations every week, on topics ranging from the colonization of Europa to 

zero-point energy and Hawking radiation. 

 

• LGBT+ Society 
o LGBTQ+ Society provides a fun and supportive environment for LGBTQ+ people and allies. We 

have interesting discussions and talks on a variety of topics and campaign on LGBTQ+ issues. 

 

• Computer Science Society 

o CompSci Soc is a welcoming and fun place for computer science enthusiasts at St. Olaves. We run 

weekly meetings, where we hold quizzes, competitions and talks on some of the most recent 

advancements in technology and computer science, both by students and external speakers from 

prestigious institutions! We also organise collaborative talks and events (our biggest one being 

collab month) and post weekly questions. If you're an aspiring software engineer, full-stack 

developer, roboticist, or AI engineer, or just want to learn something new, then this is the society for 

you! 

 

• Literature Society 
o Literature Society will offer the opportunity to upper school to discuss and explore different texts. 

This is not only restricted to novels or poetry but can extend into the realm of film and media where 

literary skills are applied. We would recommend attendance to people intending to study English or 

who simply have an interest in the contribution of English to the world today. 
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• Trading Society 

o Trading Society works on providing aspiring students financial experience which they may use 

either when working in the future or for themselves in trying to grow their wealth when they are 

adults. Although we do not give advice, we do provide great practice in the form of international 

competitions, which can also be used for UCAS. Overall, Trading Society can give you skills for 

life that will surely help. 

 

• History Society 
o History Society is a society for those who like History. Or Politics. Or Art. Or Science. From total 

nuclear annihilation to the eyebrows of former leaders of the USSR, there are presentations on a 

huge range of subjects, so whatever your interests are, you're sure to find something you'll enjoy. Do 

come along! 

 

• Philosophy and Politics Society 
o Philosophy and Politics Society engages in thought provoking discussions and debates spanning a 

wide range of philosophical and political topics. From analysing the philosophies of the Ancient 

Greeks to modern day ethical discussions such as who deserves rights in a society and whether we 

have free will, this society is ideal for anyone who studies RS or simply has a greater interest in 

learning about and debating different philosophical and political ideologies. 

 

• MFL Society 
o We are a small but extremely friendly society which discusses languages, linguistics and associated 

cultures from all over the world. 

 

• Maths Society 
o Maths Society is a long-standing society with weekly quizzes, discussions and presentations, with 

topics ranging from the Beauty of the Mandelbrot Set to the Simpsons and their Mathematical 

Secrets. As well as this, we offer creative weekly problems with solutions the following week. We 

welcome everyone! 

 

• Slavic Society 
o We created Slavic Society as an opportunity to thoroughly explore our interests in the cultures of the 

Slavic nations, giving talks on any aspect that sparks our interest, whether that be their history, 

traditions, languages, films or unique music styles. Everyone is welcome to come along, and we 

hope to see you there! 

 

• Hindu Society 
o Hindu society explores both contemporary and traditional beliefs and culture of Hinduism. At times, 

topics relating to current affairs and how Hinduism is affected or plays a role in them. They are 

explored and discussed in a variety of ways including talks, debates, interactive activities and 

movies. 
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• Feminist Society 
o Feminism is often misinterpreted as being a movement which promotes matriarchy over patriarchy, 

and this couldn’t be further from the truth. Feminism empowers all individuals and enables them to 

use their voices to advocate for equality. The newly formed Feminist Society aims to do exactly 

this, by providing an inclusive space in which all years are welcome to share and develop their 

views on a variety of different topics. This year we’ve had talks and discussions covering topics 

such as sexual violence, cyber-feminism, feminism in literature and feminism in law. 

 

• Film and Television Society 
o Film and Television Society offers a wide range of discussions about your favourite movies and TV 

shows and how they're made; learn about what happens behind and in front of the camera – whether 

it's themes, genres, cinematography, pitching, acting, there's so much to discover! 

 

• Political Economy Society 
o Political Economy Society is one of the oldest and most popular societies at Saint Olaves. Our 

interesting talks from students and external speakers, means that everyone can have a great time at 

PolEcon. This society is also beneficial for those interested in/studying economics and/or interested 

in current political affairs. We hope you see you all next year! 

 

• Chemistry Society 
o As the heart of Chemistry at St Olave’s, Chemistry Society appeals to all aspiring scientists with a 

series of live demonstrations and intriguing talks. It is an essential society for those who wish to 

read Chemistry-related courses, Medicine or Natural Sciences at university, as we tackle hard 

questions from the Cambridge Chemistry Challenge. 

 

• Christian Union 
o This is a lively society where you can come and learn about the love that Jesus Christ has for you 

and to be encouraged by the Word of God.  It is a great opportunity to fellowship with other like-

minded Christians across both the lower school and the sixth form.  You will surely grow in faith 

and strength from week to week.  Be sure to come along as you’re bound to enjoy and be blessed in 

the presence of the Lord.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  

 

• Blockchain and Cryptocurrency Society 
o Cryptocurrencies are becoming more and more prevalent now than ever before. The nature of 

transactions and money itself is changing rapidly. But what really is a cryptocurrency? Why are they 

so important? Well, come along to our society to learn how to separate your Bitcoins from your 

Blockchains and really understand what this new, disruptive technology is all about. 

 

• Geography Society 
o Geography Society runs weekly, providing those interested in Geography with interesting and 

informative talks in both human and physical geography subjects. We would recommend attending 

if you are intending to study Geography or even if you just have an interest in the subject. Looking 

forward to see you there! 
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• Physics and Engineering Society 
o Physics and Engineering Society hosts a huge variety of talks, debates and quizzes within diverse 

areas of the subject, from fundamental physics topics such as black holes and the nature of time, 

through to applied engineering such as the uses of semiconductors and autonomous cars. If you 

want to learn more about the universe and its laws, and how they can be utilised to develop all sorts 

of fascinating technology, we are the society for you! 

 

• Natural Sciences Society 
o Natural sciences society is one of the core societies at St Olave’s and is of the utmost importance for 

anyone intending to study a science-related subject at university. Come along for talks ranging from 

quantum physics to animal altruism; all the fantastic and fascinating parts of science! 

 

• Environmental Society 
o We are the steering group for the Eco-Schools programme at St Olave’s – join us as we strive to 

make the school, and the wider world, a fairer and more sustainable place. Unlike other Olavian 

societies, we perform two roles; the first being a group for talks and articles on topics from climate 

change to biodiversity and the second, and most important, being a committee to make real changes 

within the school and local community. 

 

• Afro-Caribbean Society 
o Afro-Caribbean Society is where students of all races are welcome to learn more about the African/ 

Caribbean cultures, experience a sense of belonging and have a sensational time every week. From 

heated debates to chit-chat sessions, dancing to cultural food tasting, there’s always something 

entertaining and interesting going on at ACS. 

 

• Current Affairs Society 
o Current Affairs is a long-standing society which allows for political science-based discussions and 

presentations every Friday. This society allows one to pursue subtopics in depth, allowing one to 

pursue their interests, and is especially relevant given the vital role modern day international politics 

and foreign affairs play in shaping our society. This society provides thoughtful inspiration for those 

aspiring to study degrees ranging from Economics to History and covers most humanities.  

 

• Law Society 
o Law Society runs weekly, providing those interested in law with great talks in interesting law-

related topics. We also run fun mock trials (moots) and provide attendees with all the knowledge on 

current affairs that they’ll need for law interviews.  

 

• Debating Society 
o Debating Society is an opportunity to debate controversial issues, while learning how to structure a 

clear and persuasive argument. The training applies to multiple styles of debate, and prepares teams 

for competitions in sixth form, and for university debates in the future, but anyone can come along 

to take part and enjoy the competitive (but also supportive) atmosphere.  

 

Societies run once a week and their time, place and content is usually announced in assembly or 
via Teams, so keep your eyes peeled!  
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HOUSES 
You will all be allocated to one of the four houses at the school. Houses will take part in a variety 

of competitions, including O-Factor, Sports Day and many more, for a chance to win the House 

Cup! You will be able to find out your own house from your Form Tutor in September. 

 

: Named after John Bingham, who was a governor of the school in 1607. 

A memorial dedicated to John Bingham can be found in Southwark Cathedral, consisting partly of 

an ornate golden dragon which forms a basis of inspiration for Bingham’s logo. This house is 

represented by yellow. 

: Named after Thomas Cure, who was an MP for Southwark in the late 16th 

Century, lived in a house next to Saint Saviour’s Church and helped fund our new grammar 

school. He used the East Grinstead coat of arms as a personal symbol, a feature of which (the 

sword) is included in the current Cure logo. This house is represented by red. 

: Named after John and Robert Harvard. John attended Saint 

Saviour’s Grammar School at Southwark in the early 17th Century and is the namesake for 

Harvard University. His father, Robert, was one of the school’s earliest governors. The book 

represents the connection to Harvard University. This house is represented by green.  

: Named after Henry Leeke, a Southwark brewer. In 1561, he left a will 

giving £8 a year to the founding and maintenance of a new free school, a donation which 

facilitated the establishment of St Olave’s. His brewery and inn was called The Dolphin and this 

symbol is represented in the logo. This house is represented by blue. 
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UNIFORM 
 
 

We know that uniform for sixth form can often be a bit of a grey area, especially when considering 

you’ve had to wear the exact same thing almost every week for the last 5 years and now suddenly, 

you’re expected to be able to dress yourself!!! For some this might be difficult (trust me I know) 

but believe me when I say you’re really overthinking things. Thankfully this page will help put 

some of you at ease. It’s important to get uniform right from the offset so this page will provide 

you with helpful tips, some good shops to ensure you buy a smart and appropriate uniform ready 

for entry into sixth form and of course a couple of things we wish we had known before we  

started :) The school has a gender-neutral uniform policy and this can be found on the school 

website, at http://www.saintolaves.net/schoolpolicies  under “Uniform”. There will also be some 

pages in your planner giving you an outline. 
 

 

 

  

http://www.saintolaves.net/schoolpolicies
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SPORTS 

Even if you have two left feet, give it a go! 

 
Every Wednesday (until Easter), 6th Form students don’t have lessons after lunch –we have Games 

instead! During Games, you can either volunteer out of school with Le Chavetois (our charitable 

and community service initiative) or get involved in sports from Rugby to Fives. Even if you don’t 

consider yourself particularly sporty (some of us definitely didn’t!), Games will quickly become 

the highlight of your week, where you can make new friends, take a break from schoolwork, and 

keep yourself refreshed! 
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MUSIC 

There are lots of opportunities for everyone, no matter your instrument or 

skill level 
There are a variety of orchestras and choirs to 

support the many students who study musical 

instruments. 

 
There are a variety of other ensembles that 

cater to specific instruments and styles and a 

variety of brilliant student-led bands. You can 

also start your own band with your friends. 

  

 

 

The Symphony Orchestra and Chamber 

Orchestra cater to advanced players and 

provide a professional environment to meet 

like-minded people. The Chamber Choir 

performs a varied repertoire of classical music 

and has a jovial atmosphere for those who 

enjoy singing. 

Every year there are a variety of performance 

opportunities including end of term and mid-

term concerts and the choir and brass perform 

at Southwark Cathedral as part of the annual 

Commemoration Service. Last year also saw 

the first student-led band showcase, which was 

a great success. 

The following ensembles/orchestras are available throughout the year: 

 

• Chamber Orchestra, • Symphonic Wind Band, 

• Symphony Orchestra • Guitar Ensemble 

• Improvising Jazz Ensemble, • Intermediate Strings 

• Brass Band • Chamber Choir 

• Jazz Band  

This list may change by next year – you can always check in the Music Department, on 

noticeboards or listen out for notices in assembly 
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DRAMA 

For the thespians 

 
Every year, there is a whole school 

production, which is either a play or a 

musical. Recent musical productions have 

included “Guys and Dolls” and “Les 

Misérables” and plays have included 

“Holes”. There is also our annual show for 

Black History Month. 

 

Every two years there is also 

“Showstoppers”, a less formal production, 

which involves group and solo performances 

from a variety of musicals including, in recent 

years, “Dear Evan Hansen”, “Hamilton” and 

“Rent”. 

 

 

 

 

As a member of the Sixth Form, you can also 

produce your own student-led production and 

enjoy the Drama elective where we create our 

own pieces of drama and play 

improvisational games.  

 

 

There have also been productions of 

Shakespeare plays such as the recent trilogy 

or last year’s abridged productions of 

“Twelfth Night” and “Hamlet”. 

 

If you are an aspiring performer or want 

to help technically, come along and get 

involved, we would love to have you with 

us. 
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SAINT OLAVE’S HACKS 
Nothing but the truth. 

 
“Don’t bring all your textbooks to school at once, unless you want to have a dead shoulder” 

 

“Be nice to the teachers, makes life a lot easier” 
 

“Try to see your old friends consistently, don’t wait for them to come to you” 

“The thing you learn in lesson 1 will definitely be on the test” 

“Get a hole punch and a stapler… you’re welcome” 

“Not everyone’s a nerd… most of us are” 

“If you’d like to do a talk at a society, the earlier the better” 

“The walk up Park Avenue never gets easier” 

“No, the bell isn’t a fire alarm” 

“Try to go to at least once to each society, they’re all great fun!” 

 

“Get a WhatsApp group chat for every subject, helps when it’s 11 P.M. and you still haven’t done 

the homework” 

“The walk to and from the High Street does not burn off the McDonald’s” 

“That one day you miss will be the day your class covers a whole chapter” 

“Talk to everyone, no-one will remember your first conversation anyway” 

“Don’t believe anyone who says they haven’t revised for the test” 

“Socialise in the first week, you don’t need to have memorised the textbook by then” 
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CHECKLIST 
Get in and get involved! 

 
The school is big and if you're new, it can be quite overwhelming! The best advice we can give is 

to explore the school and get involved as much as you can! The checklist below is just a starting 

point – throw yourself into the countless opportunities Olave's has to offer. If you can tick off most 

of these tasks, you're well on your way to becoming a true Olavian!       

 
Task Sorted       

Introduced yourself to 15 people in a single day  

Introduced your subject options to 15 people in a single day  

Found your way to a lesson without getting lost!  

Attended 3 different societies  

Went to a society once (and only once)  

Did a talk at a society  

Applied for Presidency of a society  

Joined a Committee  

Attended an afterschool event  

Helped out after school  

Spent a study period chilling  

Spent a study period in the library  

Used a Small Hall productively  

Did a piece of homework at break (bonus points if in the common room!)  

Realized where the Fives courts are  

Joined a Sports Team  

Joined a Music Group  

Took part in a School Production  

Understood how the whole tie system works  

Thought someone said “mum” when addressing a teacher  

Found the Medical Room  

Found the Chapel  

Found the Staff Room  

Collected the notices  

Sung/bellowed/screamed Jerusalem  
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FAQs 

These are some of the things that were asked most in our year. If you have 

any other questions just ask one of us or a teacher. 

 
Q. Can I change my subject choices once I enter the sixth form? 

A. Yes - at A-level it’s important that you enjoy your subjects and are passionate about them so if you really 

believe that it would be best, this can be arranged if a suitable timetable can be created for you. We would 

advise you to make this decision carefully and not rush. However, no changes will be possible after the first 

four weeks and some subject options will already be full. 

 

Q. Do Maths and Further Maths count as two separate subjects? 
A. Although you will obtain two separate A-levels if you take “double/further maths”, at St. Olave’s the two 

subjects count as one option block and so if you take double maths, you will still have to take 3 other 

subjects in Year 12. 

 

Q. Is there a high-pressure environment at St. Olave’s? 
A. You will be surrounded by students who are aiming high and we hope that this will motivate you to excel in 

all subject areas. However, there will be times when school does become quite overwhelming, as A Levels 

are a big ‘step up’ but help is always at hand. Your mental health is very important, and all your teachers 

will be more than willing to help, all you need to do is let them know if you need a bit more support. The 

pastoral team is also always available. 

 

Q. How long will it take to get settled into sixth form life? 
A. Starting sixth form is an exciting but scary time but remember that everyone is in the same position as you. 

Talk to as many people as you can and just be friendly. It might be quite daunting, but you will make 

friends quite quickly. Try to keep on top of your work and turn up to lessons on time to give a good first 

impression on teachers. By December, you will find that you have found your friends, understand your 

subjects and essentially, how the school works and we hope that you find sixth form enjoyable. 

 

Q. What are electives? 
A. Electives are timetabled for once every week and there is a range of options that aim to enrich your learning 

and look ahead to future careers. You should choose your elective based on what interests you, as it is a 

break from the more academic A Levels. 

 

Q. How do I manage my workload? 
A. Try and complete your homework on the day that it is set so you don’t end up with a huge pile of work at 

the end of the week. At sixth form, you are expected to do your own independent study in each of your 

subjects but complete all your homework as it will help you begin to understand your topics. If you do them 

little and often, you will be on top of your work and you should have time left over for a variety of extra-

curricular activities. 
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Q. How do I keep myself organised? 
A. Using your school planner is highly recommended as this helps you to keep track of all the homework and 

tasks that teachers will set for you so they can be completed on time. Ensure that all your class notes are 

dated and filed into ring binders. You do not want to be caught out when it comes to revision. It takes a 

while to get used to your new timetable, but it also really helps if you pack your bag the night before or use 

your locker for books. 

 

Q. How do I prepare myself for the start of sixth form? 
A. Your GCSE summer is very long, so you have plenty of time to prepare yourself for the upcoming 

academic year. We would recommend that you familiarise yourself with the uniform policy and buy some 

of it around the middle of your holidays. This also applies for stationery and other essentials – make sure 

you get ring binders for your subjects. Most of your A Level subjects will require you to complete some 

summer work to bridge the gap between GCSE and A Level so don’t leave this till the last minute but make 

sure to have a rest too. 

 

Q. What is the school policy on leaving the premises? 
A. There is an app to sign out of before leaving the school premises. You can leave school during lunchtimes 

but must be back on time. You can also sign out if you have a free Period 6. If you have a double free in the 

afternoon, you’ll be able to get study afternoons later in the year. 

 

Q. What is the difference between a free period and a study period/ “Small Hall”? 
A. “Free periods” are technically unsupervised study periods, which means you should use them as an 

opportunity to get homework and other work completed so you have more time to relax at home. You can 

spend your frees in the Common Room or Library socialising and getting work done but remember you 

can’t talk in the library. Study periods must be attended and are held in the Small Hall with a teacher to 

supervise, but these are also used for independent study.  

 

Q. Is it compulsory to do sport? 
A. Yes (and no) - Wednesday afternoon is taken up by a compulsory Games period (until Easter), and there are 

various sports available to participate in, on the school site. Alternatively, you can also arrange to leave 

school premises to do external gym during the Games period but evidence of you attending the gym must 

be provided to Mr Kenward at the end of each half term. However, if sport really isn’t your thing, there is 

also the option to take part in Le Chavetois and volunteer at a place of your choice. 

 

Q. Where can I go for advice and support? 
A. You can look in the pastoral or academic support sections of this booklet. Alternatively, any of your 

teachers will be happy to help you and you can either speak to them or get in touch via email and the 

school’s email directory. 

 

Q. How is my timetable structured? 
A. Your timetable repeats fortnightly, and it varies greatly from person to person. Your frees and small hall 

study periods may be evenly spread between the 2 weeks or sometimes, they may be quite frequent in one 

week but not in the other. If you have chosen the single maths option, you will have more free periods and 

more study periods than students who have chosen to do double maths. 
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Q. Where are the “sixth-form only” areas? 
A. The sixth form is incredibly lucky to have its own sizeable common room, as well as a separate sixth-form 

canteen, known as the Pavilion, where food and beverages can be purchased during break and lunchtime. 

There is also a Sixth Form Library equipped with computers and plenty of desks to work on. 

 

Q. When will I get my predicted grades? 
A. After doing your End of Year exams in June, you will get your predicted grades for UCAS by the end of the 

Summer Term in July. Try not to worry too much about these as subjects will take a holistic approach to 

them. 
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(but most importantly) 

WELCOME! 
We know you’ll love your next two years here 

 

There’s no denying that they are going to be tough, but you are all capable of fulfilling your 

potential. Try your hardest and get involved and it will be a really rewarding experience. 

 

As your ambassador prefects/SPT, our role is to support you in any way you need both before and 

after you join us in September. Feel free to ask us any questions you might have.  

 

Enjoy the summer, have a rest and come back raring to go in September. Get involved, step out of 

your comfort zone and make some new friends. You will have a really enjoyable experience, we 

promise      .  


