
Summer School information 
 
The Government paper noted: 
• Years 3 to 7 were around 3.2 months behind on their Maths 
• Children and young people’s mental health had suffered from 

lockdown and from periods of individual or class isolation 
• Summer school provision with an academic focus had the potential to support attending 

pupils to make up for some of their missed education. 
• The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) finds that, on average, pupils attending a 

summer school can make: 
• 2 months’ additional progress (compared with pupils who do not attend) 
• Evidence suggests a broader benefit for families and communities, support for vulnerable 

children and young people, pupil mental health and wellbeing, improved education 
engagement and transitions 

• build a community with their fellow pupils 
• forge relationships with new teachers 
• familiarise themselves with their new school environment 
 

We recognised the importance of using this funding effectively to raise students’ attainment 
and enable them to reach their full potential as well as support their wellbeing and transition 
to secondary school.  Summer school was aimed at pupils making the transition into year 7 and into 
a school that was new to them. It helped them feel comfortable in their new surroundings and with 
new teachers.  Summer school: 

 
• supported pupils’ academic progress and their social and emotional needs which enabled 

pupils to enjoy new experiences, build confidence, reinforce learning, and develop 
positive patterns of behaviour 

• aligned staff skills to the summer school’s aims, and so curriculum sessions were taught 
by subject specialists who led on the planning and delivery of the content 

• pastoral team supported pupils pastorally – Heads of Year, Year 7 tutors and Deputy Head 
Pastoral were involved, providing continuity for pupils ahead of the start of term 

• there was time for sports and recreational activities to offer pupils a chance to participate 
in activities they enjoy 

• pupils had the opportunity to get to know the school building, routines and systems, staff, 
and some of their classmates prior to the start of term 

• pupils became familiar with the routine of the school and how to behave in the classroom 
also provided confidence ahead of the start of term 

• activities focused on team-building helped to build stronger relationships 

• there was time for pupils to get to know one another and their teachers 

 
Day 1 Bushcraft – external company delivering team building activities 
Day 2 Pastoral group activity, Maths, English, and PE 
Day 3 Art, Maths, English, and PE 
Day 4 Latin, Maths, English, and PE 
Day 5 Science, Maths, English, and PE 
PE: pupils were engaged in a variety of activities throughout the week. These included rugby, cricket, 
football, and other invasion games. Staff and pupils greatly enjoyed the positive energy the pupils 
brought and looked forward to working together once term began. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/summer-schools/


 
Maths The focus was using scientific calculators. Pupils looked at geometric patterns and figuring out 

how many counters would be used in a particular pattern number, linking this to function machines. 
They then explored scale factors to answer questions such as how many times bigger is 
Scotland than Wales? One day, pupils took to the great outdoors and used clinometers, 
trundle wheels and the Tan function to determine the height of some tall structures around 
the school site. E.g. the chapel spire, the science block, the sixth form block. Finally, they 
explored some useful websites for supporting and supplementing mathematical learning. 
 
English In the first session pupils explored persuasive writing techniques and wrote and 
delivered persuasive speeches on humorous topics. Sharing ideas verbally and delivering 
speeches aloud helped students start to get to know each other and supported students in 
feeling confident in sharing their ideas and work. Persuasive writing links to the English 
curriculum. 
 
In the second session, students wrote poems that expressed their emotions about starting at 
a new school and their sense of identity ‘I come from’, supporting their mental and social 
well-being. They were encouraged to experiment with sensory imagery and metaphor, which 
links to the English curriculum. 
 
Later on in the week pupils improved and developed their narrative writing skills. Pupils took 
part in a guided writing lesson whereby they used different language and structural to write 
about place, character, and plot. They did a series of group activities designed to develop their 
comprehension, grammar, and ability to construct arguments. Both these days laid the 
foundations for the various topics covered in Year 7.  Pupils seemed to enjoy both days and 
commented they found the activities fun and interesting. Hopefully, it helped them to build 
social and academic foundations for year 7. 
 
Latin Pupils considered the relevance of studying Latin through the myth of Arachne (in 
English). This allowed for students to look at the text grammatically in English (nouns, 
adjectives, verbs) and as literature (how can choice of words make a text more exciting?). It 
also showed the links between Greek and Roman mythology and what they can tell us about 
their religious beliefs in contrast to ours. In toto, we covered the key aspects of a normal Latin 
lesson, grammar, literary and character analysis, ancient cultural customs. 
 
Science pupils covered electric circuits – the definitions of potential difference and current, and 
construction of series and parallel circuits. The reason for this was that circuits are part of the KS2 
curriculum for Y5 and 6 and some students might have missed out on this during lockdowns. Primary 
schools also do not necessarily have the kit to be able to do this experimental work. 
 
Pupils benefitted from the practical aspect of this lesson because safely conducting practical work is 
very important. An introduction to this before starting at the school in September will have allowed 
pupils to start at St Olave’s better prepared to listen to instructions carefully and carry out their work 
sensibly. In terms of content, they study electricity in Year 8. This means that if pupils were unable to 
engage with the content fully at KS2 they will have had a recap of the key points in preparation for 
their KS3 studies. 
 
Pastoral: Pupils worked in small teams to create a bridge using paper, string, and sticky tape. The aim 
was to create a bridge spanning 20cm that could hold as much weight as possible without bending or 
breaking- in the event of a tie, the aesthetics of the bridges were used to determine the winner. Year 
7 engaged well with this challenge and there was a palpable buzz around the room as they looked to 



use their limited resources in their teams. Teamwork shone through and the pupils successfully 
managed to create some wonderful bridges, a particular highlight being a partial suspension bridge 
with anchor points. Pupils were asked at the end what challenges they faced and were able to explain 
how they overcame them using their teamwork. 

 
Funds available from the Government:   £38,208 funding has been calculated on the 

basis of a school’s existing year 7 cohort. 
 
Total spend:     £22,813 

Spending  

Teachers Salaries 9483.93 

Bushcraft for 1 day 2082.50 

Cleaning 420.00 

ICT costs 230.00 

Estimate Photocopying 100.00 

Pantry packed lunches 2362.50 

Utilities 400.00 

Resources / Premises 80.00 

Resources purchased Maths 2519.32 

Resources purchased Art 458.00 

Resources purchased PE 462.55 

Resources purchased Science 1993.94 

Preparation time costs 2221.70 

Total spend 22813.00 


