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issues they face and recognise the need to engage 
with appropriate support.

We have some of the brightest and creative minds 
in the country, who are a delight to teach and that 
is why it is so important to celebrate the academic 
achievements they have fulfilled. As a school and a 
society, that is where the spotlight should also be 
— on students like ours who work hard in school 
and do the right thing when no one is watching. 
I hope this year’s Olavian gives you some insight 
into this unseen effort and provides a key historic 
record of what students and staff have accomplished 
450 years since Queen Elizabeth 1 granted that the 
school be erected in the parish of St. Olave.

From the Headteacher

It is funny how things that were once totally 
unconnected with education, within a fairly short space 

of time, became integral to school life. Take bubbles. In 
the old days – by which I mean two years ago – they were 
innocuous things that accompanied washing up, having 
a bath or something you would find when looking at 
a glass of champagne. For the last year, they formed a 
strange new world across the School, and this makes 
all the events, activities and achievements mentioned 
in this Olavian even more impressive as they took place 
when the school was mostly closed or social distancing 
was required. Everything which has taken place reflects 
the hard work, talent and determination of our students 
alongside the constant support of parents, and by no 
means least a committed and dedicated staff.

The School has continued to pursue an outstanding 
environment that supports pupils’ wellbeing, and 
this has been driven by the Pastoral Team, as well 
as our new wellbeing centre. Our wellbeing week 
back in the spring focussed on raising the profile 
of wellbeing amongst the student and parent 
community. Students also engaged in World 
Mental Health Day, Mental Health Awareness 
Week, and compiled the fourth edition of ‘Insight’, 
the Wellbeing Journal, and these initiatives we hope 
encourage people to feel they can talk about the 

Andrew Rees
       Headteacher 
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Editorial
Thanks go to the Headteacher, Senior Leadership Team 
and all the staff who worked tirelessly to ensure that the 
school continued to maintain its educational standards 
and the provision of pastoral care during these difficult 
times.

This magazine will, once again, take on a slightly different 
appearance but nevertheless still remains a celebration of 
the achievements and successes of our amazing students.

                 Tereska Taylor
                                           Editor

Editor - The Olavian

Mrs T Taylor,    
St Olave’s & St Saviour’s Grammar School,
Goddington Lane,
Orpington,
Kent BR6 9SH

ttaylor@saintolaves.net

Editor - The Old Olavian

John M Brown, Esq.
60 The Lawns,
Rolleston-on-Dove,
Burton-on-Trent,
Staffordshire DE13 9DB

 johnmbrown60@gmail.com

Congratulations to the whole school community for 
coping with and surviving yet another very challenging 
year.  We all quickly learnt to adapt to a new world of 
bubbles, zones and social distancing and, as ever, our 
students rose magnificently to the challenge with their 
ever-present resilience and determination.
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Staffing 2020 - 2021

Chairman of the Governors

The Ven. Dr Paul Wright, FRSA
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A. Boyd, M.A., M.Eng., A.C.A.

Appointed by the Rochester Diocesan Board of Education:

The Ven. Dr Paul Wright, FRSA

S. Sharma
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S. Rose, C.Q.S.W.

Appointed by the St Olave’s and St Saviour’s Schools 
Foundation:

Dr D. Ryall. Ph.D., B.A.

H. McAleer, M.A., M.Eng.
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A. Fabian, M.A. (Oxon) 
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R. Evans, B.Sc., DipEd

Elected Parent Governors:

S. Bandi, B.Sc., M.A.

B. Nunn, MCIPD

Elected Staff Governor:

C.A. Benham, B.A., P.G.C.E.

Co-opted Governor:

M.F. Sullivan, B.A.

S. Chaudhary, M.A., B.Ed.

Clerk to the Governors

R. Walters, M.A.(Cantab), A.C.A.

Senior Staff

Headteacher

A. Rees, B.Sc., University of Bristol

Deputy Headteacher

D.J. Budds, M.A., St. Peter’s College, University of 
Oxford

Assistant Headteachers

M.D. Birtchnell, B.A., University of Exeter, M.A., 
Canterbury Christ Church University

R. Maxwell, B.A., University of Manchester

Dr A. Sidhu, B.Sc., UCL, M.Sc. University of 
Exeter, Ph. D. University of Warwick

Chaplain

The Revd. Dr. J.E. Bowen, D.D. (UIC, Delaware),
B.A. (Hons), Canterbury Christ Church University, 
B.Ed. (Hons), South Glamorgan Institute

Headteacher’s P.A.

T. Taylor, M.A., Swansea University



Assistant Staff

S.L. Beston, M.A., St Catherine's College, University of 
Oxford
P.E. Holland, B.Ed.(Hons), Brunel University London

A.M. Kenward, B.A.(Ed.) (Hons), University of Exeter

D. Bowden, B.A., University of Lancaster
C.E. Marwood, B.Sc., The Open University; L.R.A.M., 
Dip. R.A.M.
M.F. Sullivan, B.A., Westfield College, University of 
London
S.K. Wilcox, B.A., Goldsmiths’ College, University of 
London
Dr. J. Bradley, B.Sc., Ph.D. King’s College & Royal Free 
School of Medicine, University of London
C. Johnson, B.Sc., University of Nottingham  
J.A. Greenwood, B.Sc., University of Bradford
K.A. Hodges, M.Eng., St. Catherine’s College, University 
of Oxford
M.G. Price, M.A., Trinity College, University of 
Cambridge
P. Vasileva, B.Sc., University of Sussex
V.E. Watson, B.A., University of Sussex
L.D. Espejo, Esq., M.A., University of St. Andrews
E.A. Goodman, B.A., University of York
R.E. Hawley, B.A., Middlesex University London
A. Wilkie, B.A., University of Warwick, M.A., Gold-
smiths’ College, University of London
J.M. Munday, M.A., University of Cambridge
H. McPartland, B.Sc., University of Bristol
A. Lake, B.A., University of Nottingham
W. Haines, B.A. (Hons), M.Sc., University of 
Manchester
M. Lawrence, B.A. (Hons), M.Eng, M.A., University of 
Cambridge
Dr J.N. Stewart, B.Sc. (Hons), University of Glasgow, 
Ph.D., Heriot-Watt University
A.K.J. Carroll, M.A., University of Cambridge, M.A. 
University of London
P.J. Metcalfe, B.A., University of Warwick, M.A., School 
of Oriental and African Studies, University of London
D. Farr, B.A., University College London
S. Lands, B.A. (Hons), Ravensbourne College of Design 
and Communication, University of London
J. Morrell, B.Sc., University of Reading
D. Farr, B.A., University College London
S. Lands, B.A. (Hons), Ravensbourne College of Design 
and Communication, University of London
J. Morrell, B.Sc., Reading
R. Smith, B.Sc., University of Leeds
J. Clift, B.A., Durham University

S. Difford, B.Sc., University of London
M.C.M. Twose, M.Eng., University of Nottingham
C.A. Benham, B.A., London School of Economics
P. Bassett, B.Sc., University of Exeter
S. Kemal, B.A. (Hons), University of Kent
M. Perks, B.Sc., University of Exeter
K. Bishop, B.Sc., M.Sc., University of Bologna
Dr M. Ashford, M.Math, D.Phil., University of Oxford
R. Boyden, B.A., University of Surrey
Dr J. Carpenter, B.A., University of Cambridge, D.Phil., 
University of Oxford, M.Sci., Imperial College, London
N. Clegg, M.A., M.Sci., University of Cambridge
Dr S. Corlett, B.Sc., Ph.D., University of Liverpool
A. Jewson, B.Eng., University of Bristol
E. Pourjam, B.Sc., Sharif University of Technology, 
M.Sc., University of Tehran
H. Attwood, B.Mus. (Hons), Birmingham Conservatoire, 
M.Mus., Guildhall School of Music and Drama
S. Senaratne, B.Sc., Royal Holloway College, University 
of London 
R. Zeshan, B.Sc., National University of Computer and 
Emerging Sciences-FAST-Nuces, Lahore
A. Clark, B.A., University of Plymouth
M. Wearn, B.A., University of Leicester
L. Probodziak, B.A., M.A., Somerville College, Univer-
sity of Oxford
C. Thomas, B.Sc., Goldsmiths’ College, University of 
London, M.Ed., King’s College London
Dr A. Abbattista, B.A., M.A., University of Bologna, 
Ph.D., University of Roehampton London
F. Affram, B.A., University of Ghana
A. Fasoranti, B.Sc., University of Ife Nigeria, M.Sc., 
Newcastle University, P.G.C.E., University of Greenwich
S. King, B.Sc., Queen Mary University of London
E. Maltman, B.Sc., University of Hull
R. Masters, B. Sc., University of Reading
E. Roye, B.Sc., Kingston University London
I. Saunders, Licence es Lettres, University of Lille
J. Savage, B.Sc., University of Warwick
A. Shah, B.Sc. (Hons), University of Glasgow, 
B.Sc(Hons), University of East London, M.Sc., Univer-
sity of Oxford
H. Smith, B.A., University of Bristol
R. Fuller, B.Sc., St Mary’s University, M.Sc., Stafford-
shire University
I. Olalde Scott, B.A., Royal Holloway University of 
London
T. Smialowski, M.Sc., King’s College London
A. Sykes, B.Sc., University of Oxford, M.Sc., University 
of London
A.Ahmad, B.A. (Hons), London College of Communi-
cation, Univerity of the Arts, London
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John Greenwood 
John was a great colleague 
during his time at St. Olave’s. 
He was an outstanding 
Economics teacher and led 
his department with skill, 
passion and dedication. 
John organised trips to 
Washington and New York as 
well as taking students to the 
Bundesbank in Berlin. John 
will also be remembered for 
his tactical astuteness when 

managing the first XI football team to great success 
in the local leagues and cups. We will him well in his 
new school, which we know will bring him exciting new 
challenges. 
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Valete - July 2021 

Ryan Fuller
Teacher of Physical Education

Itzie Olalde Scott 
Teacher of Spanish and French

Stella Platts
Careers and Progression Co-ordinator

  



Part-time Teacher of Biology
Mrs Marie Maugueret-
Minerve joins us as an 
ECT having completed 
her training at St Olave’s 
Grammar School as part 
of the eQualitas training 
programme. Marie attended 
Kings College London 
where she gained a BSc 
(Hons) in Microbiology. 
She then joined the 
Forensic Science Service as 

an Assistant Forensic Scientist and went on to become 
a Molecular Microbiologist at Campden BR1.  She 
became a Biology Teaching Laboratory Technician at 
Birkbeck College where she took the opportunity to 
study for an MSc in Microbiology. Marie was promoted 
to Microbiology Research Laboratory Manager with 
responsibility for the Microbiology labs and all the MSc 
practical classes which reinforced her aspirations to 
pursue a career in teaching.

Part-time Teacher of Economics
Mr Kenneth Brown was 
educated at Glenrothes 
High School and went on to 
Stirling University where he 
gained a BA in Economics. 
He completed his PGCE at 
York University. Kenneth has 
chaired and organised several 
IBDP economics groups for 
teachers. He has many years’ 
experience both as an IBDP 
(Economics HL paper 2) 

examiner and as an examiner for OCR. He has also 
worked with Oxford Study Courses delivering holiday 
revision courses both in the UK and Europe. Additional 
previous school responsibilities include Head of Year and 
Staff Governor. 
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Salvete - September 2021

Teacher of Art (part-time maternity cover)  
Ms Alia Ahmad joins us as 
an ECT. Alia was educated 
at Ursuline High. 
Following completion of 
her Foundation Studies in 
Art and Design at Central 
Saint Martins, Alia went on 
to the London College of 
Communication, University 
of the Arts London where 
she gained a BA (Hons) in 
Graphic Design: Illustration. 

Alia obtained a PGDE in Secondary Art and Design at 
the University of Edinburgh. Alia is an accomplished 
artist and photographer and is proficient in the use 
of a range of computer operating systems. She has 
experience of running Art Clubs, Art competitions, Art 
therapy groups and has worked as a Counsellor for an 
Arts Charity. Alia is a keen seamstress and ran a Fashion 
Illustration Club for A-Level students

Part-time Teacher of Physics                                       
Mr Martin Whiteside joins 
us as an ECT. Martin was 
educated at Hutton Church 
of England Grammar 
School, Preston and went on 
the University of York where 
he gained a BSc in Physics 
and Computer Science. 
Martin enjoyed a long and 
successful career at Ford 
Motor Company working in 
a variety of IT roles before 

deciding on a career change to become a member of 
the teaching profession. He subsequently obtained 
his PGCE as part of the National Maths and Physics 
Schools Centre Initial Teacher Training programme. 
Martin has experience of the Oxford and Medical School 
interview preparation process and has facilitated careers 
events. He enjoys Dinghy sailing and holds RYA 2 and 
Day Skipper Navigation Theory Certificates. Additional 
interests include art and design exhibitions, sculpture 
and printmaking.
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Part-Time MFL Teacher, French/German 
Specialist           
Ms Jessica Napier was 
educated at Bullers Wood 
School and went on to 
University College London 
where she gained a BA in 
French and German. Jessica 
completed her PGCE at 
the Institute of Education 
(UCL). Jessica is well versed 
in writing Schemes of Work 
and has acted as a mentor for 

trainees and NQTs. She is an A Level examiner for AQA 
with experience of marking paper 1. Jessica is a passionate 
linguist and has organised a variety of overseas trips and 
enrichment activities and has established penfriend links 
with schools in Germany and France. 

Teacher of MFL, Spanish/French Specialist                        
Dr Martin Pickett joins us as 
an ECT. Martin was educated 
at Judd School. He attended 
Aston University where he 
gained a Combined Honours 
Degree in French/Society 
and Government, First 
Year International Business 
French/Linquistics, followed 
by a PhD at the University of 
Portsmouth. With experience 
of running a language 

consultancy that involved school trips abroad and 
ERASMUS teacher training placements, Martin went 
on to complete his PGCE at Canterbury Christ Church 
University. Martin is a member of the Chartered Institute 
of Linguists, the Association of Language Learning and 
the British Association of Applied Linguistics (BAAL). 
He has a keen interest in world literature and films. He 
also enjoys playing football, rugby, cricket and tennis.

Careers Lead
Mrs Jasbinder Mato was 
educated at Southampton 
City College and went on 
to the University of North 
London where she gained a 
Higher National Diploma 
in Consumer and Social 
Studies. Jasbinder completed 
her Level 6 Diploma in 
Careers Education and 
Guidance with the Open 
University. Jasbinder 

has extensive knowledge of the careers process and 
recent projects include developing and embedding 
a comprehensive annual careers programme in line 
with the eight Gatsby Benchmarks, the creation of a 
Careers Education website and virtual career assembly 
presentations and workshops. She is proficient in the use 
of data software systems and has up to date knowledge of 
the various careers platforms. Jasbinder has experience of 
working with a variety of professionals and organisations 
including Russell Group University outreach teams 
and Apprenticeship organisations and has led Careers 
Leaders Forums, Partnership Agreement Meetings 
and EHCP Review Meetings. She enjoys embedding 
enrichment activities via speakers, mentoring and 
enterprise schemes, in addition to growing Alumni 
connections.
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Prize Day
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Prize Day

Prize Day Speech by the Headteacher

Honoured guest, Students, Parents, Members of Staff 
and Governors, it is a pleasure to welcome you to 

this celebration of the achievements of our leavers as we 
reflect on another excellent year. 

It is funny how things that were once totally unconnected 
with education, within a fairly short space of time, 
became integral to school life.

Take bubbles – yes bubbles. In the old days – by which 
I mean two years ago – they were innocuous things that 
accompanied washing up, having a bath or something 
you would find when looking at a glass of champagne. 

For the last year, they have formed a strange new world 
across the school.

This makes all the events, activities and achievements 
mentioned in my prize giving speech even more 
impressive as they took place when the school was mostly 
closed or social distancing was required. It reflects the 
hard work, talent and determination of our students 
alongside the constant support of parents, Governors, 
the Diocese Board of Education, the LA, and by no 
means least a committed and dedicated staff.

You will be aware that Dr Paul Wright, has recently 
stepped down both as Chair of the Governing Board 
and as a Governor as his four years in Office has come 
to an end. I think it is appropriate to thank him this 
evening for all he has done in this role. I am only sorry 
that this last year or so he has not been able to enjoy 
some of the great high points of the School, as it comes 
together through music and culture, worship and sport. 
Thank you Dr Wright for all you have done.

This evening I want to focus on three areas of the longer-
term vision for the school. These areas are pastoral care, 
academic excellence and the school community – happy 
and successful in a caring community.

Firstly, pastoral care, the school has continued to pursue 
an outstanding environment that supports pupils’ 
wellbeing, and this has been driven by the pastoral 
team, Heads of  Year and Form Tutors,  and students 
have been further supported through our new  wellbeing 
centre. Our wellbeing week back in the spring focussed 
on raising the profile of wellbeing amongst the student 
and parent community. Students also engaged in World 
Mental Health Day, Mental Health Awareness Week, 

and compiled the fourth edition of ‘Insight’, the wellbeing 
journal, and these initiatives we hope encourage people 
to feel they can talk about issues they face and recognise 
the need to engage with appropriate support.

St Olave’s is a school which cherishes diversity and 
inclusion and recognises that we are inherently better and 
richer in our differences. This school year has provided 
many examples of how we celebrate learning together, 
whether it is through celebrating International Women’s 
Day, Black History Month, putting together the Olavian 
Cultural Cookbook, which led to £700 being donated to 
Refugee Action or engaging in events around diversity 
and inclusion organised by the pastoral teams.

We endeavour to hold our doors open to people of all 
backgrounds and traditions as it is so important that we 
continue to unlock opportunities for all our students in 
a wide variety of disciplines, not simply those that are 
measured. We must patiently nurture development and 
growth, knowing that character stands at the heart of 
educational achievement. 

We now move onto our second part of the vision,  academic 
excellence. We know it was another different year with 
the cancellation of the public examinations, but we must 
focus on celebrating the wonderful achievements of this 
very fine year group at A Level. A great deal of what 
students have accomplished cannot be measured. Their 
contribution to co-curricular activities, to teams and 
societies, their leadership on student councils, and prefect 
teams and being role models for younger pupils has been 
impressive. These are the things which are not directly 
related to examinations grades, but are achievements of 
enormous value. I hope as Olavians you will continue to 
contribute to life at university. There are some exceptional 
individual results, as you can see through the prize giving 
programme, including 76 students securing 3 A* grades 
or more.

I want to acknowledge all of you in this audience on your 
academic successes. We need to change the conversation 
around what it means and what it takes to be a success. 
Because let us be honest, if the media always shines the 
spotlight on professional athletes or recording artists, 
a new YouTube star or film stars, if those are the only 
achievements we celebrate, then why would we ever 
think academic results should be seen as a priority. At 
St Olave’s we have some of the brightest and creative 
minds in the country, who are a delight to teacher and 
that is why it so important to celebrate the academic 
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achievements you have fulfilled.

As a school and a society, that is where the spotlight 
should also be — on students like you who work hard in 
school and do the right thing when no one is watching, 
and I know many of you beat formidable odds to be 
successful.

And that means we endeavour to give you the best 
education possible so you can think critically, so you can 
express yourself clearly, so you can get a good job and 
support yourself and your family, so you can be a positive 
force in your communities, which is the third and final 
strand in the longer-term vision.

We continue to encourage and support gifted children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds and hard to reach 
places in the wider community to take our entrance test 
and obtain places here. Our Outreach Co-ordinator, 
Mr Bassett, moved many of the Outreach resources 
online to help to ensure bright, gifted students from all 
backgrounds are given the freedom to learn, flourish and 
be part of this school.

Lockdown understandably had a major impact on our 
international trips this year, but despite this DofE has 
been impressive with students taking part in expeditions 
across Kent and in Wales. Volunteering is a key part 
of the DofE programme because we know the impact 
it has both on a young person’s life, and on the wider 
community. Despite the challenges of the pandemic, 
students dedicated 728 hours to volunteering over the 
year, with a social value of £3k.

I hope that tonight’s prize-winners will continue to pursue 
that aspiration of reaching out beyond the community 
and build on the great legacy of this wonderful school, 
as they embark on life with optimism and excitement for 
the future in a new and changing world. In this respect, 
I was delighted when our students chose to donate 
their £2500 charity money from Festival to ‘Pencils of 
Promise’ and the ‘The Maypole Project. 

Thanks to contributions from the Voluntary Fund, the 
PA, the Old Olavians and the Foundation, the variety of 
sports and co-curricular activities continues to flourish, 
enabling our students to realise the best versions of 
themselves, beyond academic performance.

Sport continues to be successful and enriches the 
curriculum enormously. Whilst Saturday morning block 
rugby fixtures were not able to take place, it was pleasing 
to see cricket fixtures recommencing in the summer term. 
It was also good to hear Old Olavians talk about how 
sport has influenced them in the podcasts ‘A trip down 
Goddington Lane’. It will be so good to get back to full 
fixtures against rival schools, and students no doubt will 

benefit from the recent extension to the Fives courts.

Our students regularly go above and beyond the 
examination specification, and this again was highlighted 
through the academic journals. The Lockdown Chronicles 
aimed to capture the broadest possible range of thoughts, 
feelings and emotions during the unprecedented times. 
St Olave’s Earth Day saw us working with other local 
schools.  EPQ continued to flourish with students 
giving talks on topics, such as ‘What is the reason for 
aerodynamic lift’ and ‘Hip Hop Culture’.

We achieved an impressive number of top awards in 
Computing, the Maths and Science Olympiads, CREST 
Awards, MFL Competitions, Classics Competitions and 
the International Space Settlement Design Competition. 

For those wishing to develop or showcase their musical 
talents, there have been excellent performances by 
our students on YouTube. Our Wakeham Choristers 
continued to perform via podcast. It was with regret 
that our talented artists were not all able to display the 
fantastic work they had put together in their end of year 
exhibitions. None of our activities would flourish so 
effectively without the valued support and commitment 
from the staff, for which I thank them greatly. 

I truly believe that the endeavours of these young people 
have earned them their prizes in another highly successful 
year. Once again you have shone like the brightest stars. 
I also want us to appreciate that there are many students 
who have not received prizes but who also work hard, 
give of their best and achieve in many different ways; 
they too deserve our praise. Congratulations to you all.

Resilience is often offered as a catch-all solution to 
many of the pressures we face – if only we were all more 
resilient. It is a universal concept meaning ‘to return to 
the same place’, to ‘spring back’, or ‘return to normal’. 
However, the word itself can feel quite uninspiring – 
easily reduced to just determination, grit, hanging in 
there, or getting through. 

The last 20 months has undoubtedly highlighted the 
need for resilience. There have been many obstacles 
during your studies and I guarantee you, if you have not 
already encountered obstacles, you will. So, when you are 
struggling and you start thinking about giving up, I want 
you to remember the power of hope — the belief that 
something better is always possible if you are willing to 
work for it and fight for it.

I want to finish today by simply saying thank you. 
Thank you for being an amazing bunch of young people. 
Thank you to the parents and my colleagues who have 
supported you since you joined St Olave’s. Finally, 
leading this school is the greatest honour. I am so proud 
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of how we have all responded as a community over the 
last two years. I wish you every success as you move onto 
the next stage of your education.

Prize Day Speech by Director Of Sixth 
Form, Matthew Birtchnell

Honoured guest, Students, Parents, Members of 
Staff and Governors, the last academic year was 

a challenging one. As the pandemic rumbled on, we 
prepared to come back to school in September with 
bubbles, zones and self-isolation looming ahead. Despite 
the disruption and the drastic changes to school life, the 
Sixth Form students responded fantastically well. They 
adapted to being restricted to one area of the school, 
they responded positively to needing to undertake 
more study at home and they resumed online learning 
between January and March with determination and 
self-discipline. When they came back to school in 
March, they faced assessments to help determine final 
grades and sat further assessments later on in March. The 
disruption to their learning over the last two years has 
been significant and not something any of us envisaged 
at the beginning of September 2019 when their Sixth 
Form journey started. Year 13, you responded impeccably 
and I, along with the rest of the school community, am 
proud of you. 

The exam results awarded in the summer were fantastic. 
The overall percentage of A* to B grades was impressive 
and this is the result of individual aspiration, hard work 
and academic excellence. The student body in the Sixth 
Form is talented and ambitious and I would like to 
congratulate each individual for what they have achieved 
and wish them well for their futures. To our prize 
winners, your families will be justly proud of you and the 
school community is too. Well done on your successes.

The achievements of the Sixth Form are not just exam 
based. 38 students completed an EPQ with all of them 
achieving A* and A grades. The essays and presentations 
produced for this qualification were truly exceptional 
with topics covered being vast and reflecting the varied 
interests of our students. Particularly impressive this year 
is the fact that the presentations were delivered remotely 
over Teams, a further example of how readily the year 
group adapted to different ways of working whilst still 
maintaining their unwaveringly high standards. 

Clubs and societies within the Sixth Form went from 
strength to strength at a time when they could have 
faltered. Despite there needing to be separate meetings 
for Years 12 and 13, the wisdom of the Year 13 presidents 
and vice presidents was shared with the new entrants 
to the Sixth Form and this key element of life in the 
Sixth Form continued to flourish, even when the next 
lockdown came in January. Meetings went online and, 
in some cases, external speakers still continued to deliver 

talks to students. The production of journals also did 
not stop. Whilst printed copies were not possible, many 
journals were published electronically and were a fitting 
way of demonstrating the diverse range of interests and 
the wide range of talents that our students have.

There were many other achievements beyond the 
curriculum, despite the impact of coronavirus on extra-
curricular provision. Numerous individuals and groups 
took part in many competitions and achieved highly 
in these. Linus for example was one of only six invited 
to represent his country at the Balkan Mathematical 
Olympiad, or the fantastic news that Sanah was awarded 
3rd place in the LSE Economics Essay Competition. 
These are just two achievements among many; too 
many to mention in a short presentation such as this, 
but all the students involved in extra-curricular activities 
should be justly proud of their achievements. Their 
engagement and involvement beyond the classroom 
further highlights their talents and their desire to extend 
their understanding and their marvellous achievements 
are one of the numerous things about the Sixth Form at 
St Olave’s which make it such a special place. 

The students have also demonstrated great commitment 
and determination in sport. They have shown exceptional 
leadership and have been excellent role models for 
younger students. There have been some incredible 
personal achievements in a wide range of sports. Many 
in the year group came back to play against the current 
Year 13 during our Young Olavian’s Day. It was great to 
see them back in school once again and I would like to 
thank Srikar for his work in organising this. We should 
also extend our thanks to the staff who have been happy 
to freely give up their time outside of school to work 
with students and give them opportunities outside of 
the curriculum. This does not of course apply solely to 
sport, but to the many other activities such as clubs and 
societies.

Sadly, opportunities for music and drama were rather 
curtailed by bubbles and the fact that year groups could not 
mix. The Music department were able to put on fantastic 
concerts remotely via YouTube which allowed the talent 
in the year group a way of continuing to perform. We 
were also fortunate to have musical performances in our 
final assembly, with their time at school culminating in a 
performance of Abba’s ‘Dancing Queen’.

Cabaret had to be cancelled due to COVID restrictions 
but Cultural Evening, along with Festival, were 
reorganised and consequently went ahead in a somewhat 
different formation to normal, allowing us to raise 
significant sums of money for different charities. The 
organisers showed great determination, dedication and 
creativity in organising these events and the whole of 
the school demonstrated its great compassion in the 
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accompanying fundraising. I would like to thank those 
in Year 13 who were involved in these charitable efforts. 
The willingness to undertake such things alongside an 
already demanding workload never fails to amaze me 
and the fantastic teamwork and leaderships skills that 
are students demonstrate are second to none.

The Sixth Form provides students with many 
opportunities to develop their skills beyond the 
academic. Many serve as prefects and therefore have the 
opportunity to develop their leadership skills. About 130 
students took up prefect positions, but were sadly limited 
in what they could do because of the Covid restrictions. 
The Senior Prefect Team of Rose Hind, Josh Selfridge, 
Ayomide Akande, Georgia Higgins, Sheena Akende, 
Mitra Stainsbury, Srikar Namireddy, Ishkaar Ujoodia 
and William Song achieved a great deal throughout 
their time in post. The fact that their interviews were 
conducted over Teams during the first lockdown was 
very much a sign of things to come. By the end of their 
tenure, they were well versed in everything technological, 
having made many promotional videos and taken part 
in several webinars. They gave their opinions on various 
matters thoughtfully and reflectively and I am personally 
very grateful for their insight. Alongside the Sixth Form 
Association, the voice of the Sixth Form students could 
be fed into the work of the school and many initiatives 
were introduced which will benefit future generations of 
students who join us. The school is incredibly thankful 
for the work of all prefects and the developments that 
they leave behind. The skills that you have learnt will 
serve you well in later life and you leave behind a source 
of inspiration to those students who follow.

Despite everything that this year has thrown at us, the 
Year 13s have very much risen to the challenge and have 
made their school proud. You have shown resilience, 
flexibility and optimism. I am sure that the teaching staff 
would agree with me that it has been a pleasure to work 
with your year group. You have demonstrated the skills 
and qualities that we would hope for our students to 
have and that will allow you to make great contributions 
to the world around you in the future. You leave behind 
a great example to the new Year 13 as they enter a school 
which is gradually returning to normal after a prolonged 
period of disruption. On behalf of the whole school, 
I would like to thank you for your good humour, your 
commitment and your many contributions and wish you 
every happiness and success for the future.
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Special Prizes
Giles Pilcher Prize for Public Service 
(Awarded by The Old Olavians’ Lodge)

Rose Hind
Joshua Selfridge

The Headteacher’s Fund Prizes

Ayomide Akande
Sheena Akende
Georgia Higgins
Srikar Namireddy
William Song
Mitra Stainsbury
Ishkaar Ujoodia

Chambers Prize for Leadership Rose Hind
The Anthony Jarvis Shield Camille Saunders
The Woodard Board Prize Mitra Stainsbury
Michael Pugh Prize for Public 
Speaking Camille Saunders

Headteacher’s Prize for Poetry Ben Davies
The Kemal Cup for Poetry Kelvina Malaj
O.O. Lodge Prize                                       
for Contribution to School Life James Double

The Medical Fund Amaan Peerbhai
Cathedral Parish Prize for Voluntary Service Sarah Vijayakumar

Leslie Sanders Prize for English Literature Michael 
Ustynovych-Repa

French Prize Caiatlin Gallagher
A.W. Walker Prize for German Charlotte Kerr
Matthew Holmes Prize for Classics Charlotte Tucker
The Ashley Prize for History Ed Foxhall
Antiquarian Society Prize                       
for a History Project Gloria Asiegbu

The Alan H. Sainsbury Memorial Prize 
for History Dominic Watts

Geography Prize Alice Ibbott
Economics Prize Ishaan Kalia
Harry Little Prize for Mathematics Linus Luu
Paul Slade Prize for Physics Daksh Kaushik

Brian Ruth Memorial Prize for Physics Angelika 
Kochajkiewicz

Gnaanachelvan Prize for Biology Qing Lu
Biology Project Prize Arvin Boraghi
George Dyson Prize for Chemistry Eugenie Lumsdon
Chemistry Experimental Skills Prize Isaac Adebekun
Computing Prize Advait Menon
Phyllis Packer Prize                                    
for Practical Musicianship Edward Cameron

An Old Olavian Prize for Music Joshua 
Williams-Ward

Religious Studies Prize Rose Hind
Art Prize Hannah Wallis
Design Prize Joseph Barradell

Graphics Prize Yasir Hafeez

Susan Owen Medal for Drama Joshua 
Williams-Ward

L.W. White Prize for Sporting Activities Srikar Namireddy
I.W. Kirk Prize for Sportsmanship Arun Kaushik
Senior Victor Ludorum Eniola Afolabi
Ben Read Trophy Daniel Shergold
Douglas Keeble Prize for Fives Isaac Jochim
Gordon James Christie Prize for 
Cricket

Amogh Bhat 
Srithan Chanda

Gordon James Christie Prize for 
Cricket

Luxan Sureshan, 
Bravin 
Vijayaakanthan

Prizes for Achievement in Public Examination

H.G. Abel Prizes for A-Level
Isaac Adebekun Sam King
Om Agarwal Amisha Kunde
Ayomide Akande Nikita Lewis
Alan Anil Qing Lu
Yaash Ashogun Eugenie Lumsdon
Gloria Asiegbu Linus Luu
Arunabh Bagchi Tamaki Masumoto
Cameron Bailey Jonah McDonald
Jaipreet Bains Advait Menon
Joseph Barradell Srikar Namireddy
Sara Benterkia Byapti Nandi
Arvin Boraghi Priya Osborne
Lila Bull Aditya Palaniappan
Charlotte Butler Josh Parchure
Tennyson Cerase Dominic Qu
Anya Charman Jones Timur Rakhimov
Ivan Chong Lucy Randall
Rishi Desai Jack Roder
Evelina Dikteriovaite Naomi Samuel
Victoria Dimitrova Camille Saunders
Raul Dudas-Lyne Joshua Selfridge
Caitlin Gallagher Callum Selvadurai
Georgia Higgins Daniel Shergold
Rose Hind Lasith Siriwardana
Aden Ho Pravinija Sivakumar
Alice Ibbott Gangah Sivapooranan
Harry Jones William Song
Ishan Kalia Isabelle Soo
Ajanthan Kanagasabapathy Mitra Stainsbury
Daksh Kaushik Lucy Stock
Charlotte Kerr Sanah Suresh
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Lower VI Form Prizes
Awarded by the Parents’ Association for “enthusiasm, commi 
ment and  imagination in the use of the Lower Sixth year”
Ayomiposi Awoyemi Victor Nguyen
Anupam Bandi Eloise Rydell
Martha Hodgson Jahnavi Singh
Hieronim Lecybyl Arjun Thakar
Caleb Lee Naafay Usman

Form Prizes
11H

Upanshu Tyagi
Devan Vadukul

11J
Franklin Baron
Thomas Higgins

11K
Matthew Bird
Sahil Chitre

11L
Virujan Arudchchelvan
Ethan Nancekivell-Smith

11M
Niccolò Albarosa
Shravan Bharadwaj

11N
Jamie Cooper
Daniel Newman

10J
William Blackwood
Frank Gubars

10K
Daksh Gupta
Chinedu Ndukwu

10L
Max Acton
Aaditya Nandwani

10M
Kevin Maher
Timothy Oboh

10N
Avdesh Dagar
Joshua Miles

9J
Taiwo Akinsanya
Srithan Chanda

9K
Tayo Ogunyemi
Jawad Uddin

9L
Raphael Dadula
Keshav Sheshadri

9M
Amogh Bhat
Reuben Lammie

9N
Alfred Beston
Sami Kagan

Grants and Awards
Governors Awards
Bharathsri 
Sivasrithsaran Chemistry Olympiad

Virujan 
Arudchchelvan, 
Nathan Daniel
Kaylan Ruparellia
Moosa Saghir
Rohan Selva-Radov
Kavin Sivarajah

F1 in Schools Competition

Anupam Bandi  
Anandi Brown
Scarlet Donoghue
Shrivishnuvatsan 
Gopalakrishnan
Elodie Gorter
James Guest
Qing Lu
Macey Pattenden
James Perry
Nathan Plater
Jiang Yi Pan

UK Space Design Competition

For G.C.S.E.
Mayokun Alade Samuel Iranloye
Srij Bera Callum Kwan
Albert Cerda William Lawson
Yuvraj Chahar Harrison Luff
Rohan Chavali Siddharth Mishra
Harry Chen Danny Newman
Sahil Chitre Samuel Rayner
Nathan Choy Moosa Saghir
Joe Davies Rohan Selva-Radov
Chintan Dayah Joshua Señoron
Yani Djelil Daniel Shahrabi Atari
James D’Silva Moad Shamekh
Oliver Fitch Ayush Singh
Ananjan Ganguli Varun Srinivasan
Abhiram Gogineni Tanush Upadhye
Amaan Hamid Leo Walton

Sukhi Suresh Joel Ulens
Rishi Tandon Michael Ustynovych-Repa
Indiradharshini Thanigaikumar Dominic Watts
Rohan Tse Oliver Way
Odysseas Tsirkas Pierce Wiegerling
Charlotte Tucker Iris Zaloglou
Benjamin Turgoose Ruby Zhang
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Intermediate Colours
Drama Joseph Davies
Fives Franklin Baron

Music Ademofeoluwa Olaiya 
Joshua Señoron

Rugby
Niccolo Albarosa 
Emmanuel Phillips
Elliot Wright 

Squash Caleb Boy
Swimming Noah Saunders

Other Clubs

Virujan Arudchchelvan, Harry 
Chen, Nathan Daniel, 
Joseph Davies, Samuel Iranloye, 
Callum Kwan, 
Kaylan Ruparellia, Moosa Saghir, 
Rohan Selva-Radov, 
Joshua Señoron, Kavin Sivarajah, 
Teodor Wator

Junior Colours

Badminton Ayan Mahajan

Cricket

Aadi Agarwal 
Amogh Bhat 
Srithan Chanda 
Pranav Deveaguptapu 
Arjun Jadhav 
Luke Pulford 
Kishon Sathananthan

Drama Louis Jossa

Fives

Aadi Agarwal
Oluwafolabomi Adenugba 
Tanish Arjaria
 Amogh Bhat 
Rishi Nandakumar 
Yong Wang

Music

Nathaniel Adekunle 
Alfred Beston 
Ewan Butterworth, 
Omotayo Ogunyemi 
Kehav Sheshadri
David Wu

Rugby Jacob Plater
Patrick Williams

Tennis Pranav Devaguptapu

Other Clubs Arnav Sharma 
Patrick Williams

Full Colours 2021
Senior Colours

Senior Prefects

Ayomide Akande 
Sheena Akende 
Georgia Higgins 
Rose Hind 
Srikar Namireddy
 Joshua Selfridge 
William Song 
Mitra Stainsbury
Ishkaar Ujoodia

Contribution to School 
Life Arunabh Bagchi

Drama

Ben Davies 
Isabelle Soo 
Katherine Stanton 
Joshua Williams-Ward

Fives

Yoann Bluenven 
Isaac Jochim 
Vishaal Prashar 
Ishkaar Ujoodia

Music

Arunabh Bagchi
Edward Cameron 
Gloria Asiegbu 
Henry Fox

Swimming Srikar Namireddy
Other Clubs & Societies Ayomide Akande, Sheena 

Akende, Anton Amosso 
Gloria Asiegbu, Arunabh Bagchi, 
Shreyas Bharadwaj 
Charlotte Butler, Rishi Desai, 
James Double 
Zachary Fernandes, Edward 
Foxhall, Caitlin Gallagher 
Rose Hind, Alice Ibbott, Harini 
Iyer, Min Jie Guo 
Ishan Kalia, Daksh Kaushik, 
Charlotte Kerr 
Angelika Kochajkiewicz, Eugenie 
Lumsdon, Linus Luu, 
Kelvina Malaj, Jonah McDonald, 
Advait Menon 
Aditya Palaniappan, Tavishi 
Prasad, Thishana Rajenthiran,
Naomi Samuel, Sabah Sarker, 
Camille Saunders 
Joshua Selfridge, Pravinija 
Sivakumar, William Song, 
Isabelle Soo, Mitra Stainsbury, 
Janet Thomas Albert 
Charlotte Tucker, Dominic 
Watts, Ruby Zhang
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VI Form News
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VI Form News

Honoured guest, Students, Parents, Members of 
Staff and Governors, the last academic year was 

a challenging one. As the pandemic rumbled on, we 
prepared to come back to school in September with 
bubbles, zones and self-isolation looming ahead. Despite 
the disruption and the drastic changes to school life, the 
Sixth Form students responded fantastically well. They 
adapted to being restricted to one area of the school, 
they responded positively to needing to undertake 
more study at home and they resumed online learning 
between January and March with determination and 
self-discipline. When they came back to school in 
March, they faced assessments to help determine final 
grades and sat further assessments later on in March. The 
disruption to their learning over the last two years has 
been significant and not something any of us envisaged 
at the beginning of September 2019 when their sixth 
form journey started. Year 13, you responded impeccably 
and I, along with the rest of the school community, am 
proud of you. 

The exam results awarded in the summer were fantastic. 
The overall percentage of A* to B grades was impressive 
and this is the result of individual aspiration, hard work 
and academic excellence. The student body in the Sixth 
Form is talented and ambitious and I would like to 
congratulate each individual for what they have achieved 
and wish them well for their futures. To our prize 
winners, your families will be justly proud of you and the 
school community is too. Well done on your successes.

The achievements of the Sixth Form are not just exam 
based. 38 students completed an EPQ with all of them 
achieving A* and A grades. The essays and presentations 
produced for this qualification were truly exceptional 
with topics covered being vast and reflecting the varied 
interests of our students. Particularly impressive this year 
is the fact that the presentations were delivered remotely 
over Teams, a further example of how readily the year 
group adapted to different ways of working whilst still 
maintaining their unwaveringly high standards. 

Clubs and societies within the Sixth Form went from 
strength to strength at a time when they could have 
faltered. Despite there needing to be separate meetings 
for Years 12 and 13, the wisdom of the Year 13 presidents 
and vice presidents was shared with the new entrants 
to the sixth form and this key element of life in the 
sixth form continued to flourish, even when the next 
lockdown came in January. Meetings went online and, 
in some cases, external speakers still continued to deliver 

talks to students. The production of journals also did 
not stop. Whilst printed copies were not possible, many 
journals were published electronically and were a fitting 
way of demonstrating the diverse range of interests and 
the wide range of talents that our students have.

There were many other achievements beyond the 
curriculum, despite the impact of coronavirus on extra-
curricular provision. Numerous individuals and groups 
took part in many competitions and achieved highly 
in these. Linus for example was one of only six invited 
to represent his country at the Balkan Mathematical 
Olympiad, or the fantastic news that Sanah was awarded 
third place in the LSE Economics essay competition. 
These are just two achievements among many; too 
many to mention in a short presentation such as this, 
but all the students involved in extra-curricular activities 
should be justly proud of their achievements. Their 
engagement and involvement beyond the classroom 
further highlights their talents and their desire to extend 
their understanding and their marvellous achievements 
are one of the numerous things about the Sixth Form at 
St Olave’s which make it such a special place. 

The students have also demonstrated great commitment 
and determination in sport. They have also shown 
exceptional leadership and have been excellent role 
models for younger students. There have been some 
incredible personal achievements in a wide range of 
sports. Last week, many in the year group came back 
to play against the current Year 13 during our Young 
Olavian’s Day. It was great to see them back in school 
once again and I would like to thank Srikar for his work 
in organising this. We should also extend our thanks to 
the staff who have been happy to freely give up their time 
outside of school to work with students and give them 
opportunities outside of the curriculum. This does not 
of course apply solely to sport, but to the many other 
activities such as clubs and societies.

Sadly, opportunities for music and drama were rather 
curtailed by bubbles and the fact that year groups could not 
mix. The music department were able to put on fantastic 
concerts remotely via YouTube which allowed the talent 
in the year group a way of continuing to perform. We 
were also fortunate to have musical performances in our 
final assembly, with their time at school culminating in a 
performance of Abba’s Dancing Queen.



Olavian 2021– 25

Cabaret had to be cancelled due to Covid restrictions but 
Cultural Evening, along with Festival, were reorganised 
and consequently went ahead in a somewhat different 
formation to normal, allowing us to raise significant 
sums of money for different charities. The organisers 
showed great determination, dedication and creativity 
in organising these events and the whole of the school 
demonstrated its great compassion in the accompanying 
fundraising. I would like to thank those in Year 13 who 
were involved in these charitable efforts. The willingness 
to undertake such things alongside an already demanding 
workload never fails to amaze me and the fantastic 
teamwork and leaderships skills that are students 
demonstrate are second to none.

The Sixth Form provides students with many 
opportunities to develop their skills beyond the 
academic. Many serve as prefects and therefore have the 
opportunity to develop their leadership skills. About 130 
students took up prefect positions, but were sadly limited 
in what they could do because of the covid restrictions. 
The Senior Prefect Team of Rose Hind, Josh Selfridge, 
Ayo Akande, Georgia Higgins, Sheena Akende, Mitra 
Stainsbury, Srikar Namireddy, Ishkaar Ujoodia and 
William Song achieved a great deal throughout their 
time in post. The fact that their interviews were conducted 
over Teams during the first lockdown was very much a 
sign of things to come. By the end of their tenure, they 
were well versed in everything technological, having 
made many promotional videos and taken part in several 
webinars. 

They gave their opinions on various matters thoughtfully 
and reflectively and I am personally very grateful for 
their insight. Alongside the Sixth Form Association, the 
voice of the Sixth Form students could be fed into the 
work of the school and many initiatives were introduced 
which will benefit future generations of students who 
join us. The school is incredibly thankful for the work of 
all prefects and the developments that they leave behind. 
The skills that you have learnt will serve you will in later 
life and you leave behind a source of inspiration to those 
students who follow.

Despite everything that this year has thrown at us, the 
Year 13s have very much risen to the challenge and 
have made their school proud. You have show resilience, 
flexibility and optimism. I am sure that the teaching staff 
would agree with me that it has been a pleasure to work 
with your year group. You have demonstrated the skills 
and qualities that we would hope for our students to 
have and that will allow you to make great contributions 
to the world around you in the future. You leave behind 
a great example to the new Year 13 as they enter a school 
which is gradually returning to normal after a prolonged 
period of disruption. 

On behalf of the whole school, I would like to thank you 
for your good humour, your commitment and your many 
contributions and wish you every happiness and success 
for the future.

              

Sixth Form Open Evening
Our Sixth Form Open Evening for external students 
took place virtually this year for those wanting to come 
to St. Olave’s from other schools. This is an important 
evening on which to find out all about our outstanding 
Sixth Form, details of courses available, expectations, 
co-curricular opportunities, and the application process. 
Information was available for those who missed the main 
talks, wanted to know more about the courses available, 
or to have a virtual tour of the school led by the Senior 
Prefect Team.

Interview Preparation Day
90 students and 23 interviewers took part in this year’s 
event. The ongoing challenges created by COVID-19 
meant that the annual event went online this year, with 
everyone working remotely on Teams. Students started 
with a group session to discuss interview planning and 
technique. They were then put through their paces in 
a mock interview. Feedback from the interviewers was 
very impressive and reflected the wide range of skills 
and interests of our students. The event was a useful 
opportunity for students to prepare before their real 
admission interviews in December and we are very 
grateful to those who volunteered to conduct interviews. 
Thank you to Mr Birtchnell for organising the event and 
for those parents, Old Olavians and members of staff 
who gave up their time to interview our students.

Matthew Birtchnell
        Director of Sixth Form 
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Careers
During National Apprenticeship Week, former St 
Olave’s student, Yasmin Nayyar-Bhatia, contributed an 
engaging presentation at the Year 12 Higher Education 
Evening. Now working on the trading floor at UBS 
Global Markets, Yasmin is also completing a degree 
apprenticeship with the University of Exeter whilst 
working towards her professional qualifications in 
banking.  

Our partnership with InvestIN who provide paid for 
immersive work experiences has proved successful with 
students across the school taking up opportunities, with 
some benefiting from the bursaries on offer. Students 
have also found virtual work experience through the 
Springpod platform in areas such as engineering. 
Students and parents are encouraged to explore the 

Unifrog careers and progression platform to build up 
students’ individual profiles in readiness for university 
applications and CVs. Students can also record their 
activities and personality competencies such as problem 
solving, staying positive and aiming high. 

Our involvement with the Mayor’s enterprise adviser 
network is in its early stages but being part of the local 
Bromley network as well as having our own allocated 
adviser is promising. This enables students to interact 
virtually with Istiyak Chowdhury, a volunteer selected by 
LEAN.  His background has been with HR at Guy’s and 
he has now moved into the government’s department of 
Health and Social Care. Istiyak’s experience of careers, 
the workforce and progression routes will be helpful to 
our students as we develop our programme of interactive 
sessions for them. 

Careers Workshops
Despite the challenges of the virus, the careers sector is 
well underway with plenty of offers of remote experiences 
and assistance for students. Upcoming opportunities are 
regularly posted onto MOODLE under Careers and 
Further Education. 

Youth and social mobility charity, Big Voice London, 
opened applications for their annual flagship project, 
the Model Law Commission. This is a three-month long 
project that provides A-Level students with the chance 
to simulate the work of the Law Commission. Due to 
coronavirus, the project is online over Zoom.

Our partner organisation, InvestIN, offers new paid-for 
immersive career experiences. Ten St. Olave’s students 
attended their events during the summer, with the 
most popular industries being investment banking, 
engineering, computer science and medicine. They 
also ran one and two-day programmes in 20 different 
industries, including the launch of brand-new careers in 

dentistry, veterinary science, international development, 
music production, art, publishing, management 
consultancy and fashion design.  Their new 5-day 
programme ‘Young Leaders Global Summit’ focussed 
more on skills common to those pursuing ambitions in 
careers such as entrepreneurship and political leadership. 
Each day covered the key skills required to be a leader in 
any field: innovation, team-building, negotiation, public 
speaking, strategy and critical thinking. British astronaut 
and inspiring leader, Major Tim Peake, gave the keynote 
speech with live Q&A during the course.

International law firm Simmons & Simmons LLP and 
Barclays legal team co-hosted a special race and ethnicity 
event created for Black History Month.  Expert panellists 
from leading organisations discussed issues raised by 
questions of diversity across the profession. Discussion 
points included the experiences of legal professionals of 
race and ethnicity inclusion at work, what organisations 
were doing to drive race and ethnicity equality and 
relevant graduate opportunities in the City.

The Law profession is keen to encourage access to the full 
range of law careers. These can seem challenging to enter 
with a variety of career paths that can appear hard to 
navigate. In addressing this issue, a recent collaboration 
between legal professionals and academics has led to the 
creation of podcasts from ReImagine Law who believe 
that “Talent is everywhere, Opportunity is not”.  Career 
advice is delivered from both experts and current students 
and helps those interested in a legal career to find out 
what it is like to work in the legal sector and to discover 
the reality of careers there. There are ten episodes so far 
including: ‘Your Career Starts with Knowing Yourself ’, 
‘Apprenticeships: A Surprise for The Old School’, 
‘Commercial Awareness: What is it and how do you 
get it?’ and ‘How to Access Opportunities and Insights 
Within the Legal Profession While in Education’. 

For Olavians thinking of studying a Science degree, 
London’s Imperial College showcased their Faculty of 
Natural Science’s research from academics and PhD 
students. They also have a two year programme for 
aspiring medics and subject specific workshops for those 
with potential in STEM subjects.

Historic Gresham College is right up to date with its 
online programme of free public lectures. These are 
delivered by world-class experts and range across the arts 
and sciences, covering music, astronomy, medicine and 
business. For our students these are a resource for careers 
advice, EPQ projects and UCAS statements.

The Royal Institute of British Architects ran a Skill Up 
Workshop for those interested to discover more about 
architecture, share their views on architecture and express 
themselves through creative practice.
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Animation, VFX and games are popular as a break from 
school work but they can also provide successful careers 
in a flourishing industry. Whether students are artistic, 
have a passion for maths and programming or have an 
interest in business and marketing there are myriad roles 
available within the creative industries. 

Further afield, America’s Fulbright Commission moved 
online with a USA College Day. Students interested in 
attending university in the US will benefit from this free 
event that provides students, parents and teachers with 
the unique opportunity to meet representatives from 
over 150 American universities and learn about the US 
admissions process from experts.

A progression event for students aged 15 - 19 and their 
parents took place virtually for ‘What Career Live?’ and 
‘What University Live?’. Students had the opportunity 
to take part in interactive workshops and experience 
one-to-one advice sessions with the UK’s top companies 
and universities. Those taking part include Cardiff 
University, BP, University of the Creative Arts, Mott 
MacDonald, University of Surrey, Coca-Cola and many 
others.

The UK University and Apprenticeship Search Virtual 
Fair provided an opportunity for students in Years 
11 - 13 to visit an exhibition hall containing over 90 
universities, colleges and apprenticeship providers, scroll 
through their stands, chat directly to representatives and 
experience live webinars in a virtual auditorium.  Russell 
Group, red brick, modern and specialist universities were 
all represented. 

UCAS
We hosted our annual Higher Education, Oxbridge 
and Medics evenings for Year 12. These events were 
held remotely this year but they still allowed Year 12 
students and their parents/carers to hear from a wide 
variety of external and internal speakers on matters such 
as life at university, student finance, apprenticeships and 
how to make successful applications. Among others, 
we were joined by representatives from the University 
of Birmingham, University of Cambridge and Imperial 
College. A number of Old Olavians also took part and 
shared their first-hand experiences, as well as answering 
questions from the audience.  Students were given 
information that will now allow them to start thinking 
in greater depth about the future. They can also engage 
with activities that will help make their applications for 
university, apprenticeships or employment stand out. We 
are hugely grateful to all those who gave up their evening 
to speak to the year group and for supporting them in 
their future endeavours.

Cultural Celebration Day

This event saw many pupils coming into school dressed 
in their cultural attire and a Cultural Acts Video was also 
made available to students, staff and parents. The three 
pupils who won ‘best dressed’, having been nominated by 
their peers, were Oliver Soo from 8B, Varun Srinivasan 
from 11M and Aliyyah Ibitoye from 12V. Overall, the 
day’s event raised £694 which was donated towards 
Refugee Action. 

This year’s Committee created a new initiative as an 
opportunity for everyone to become involved with the 
school’s amazing community, despite the pandemic 
restrictions.  The  Cultural Cook Book featured not only 
a selection of recipes to celebrate the hugely diverse 
array of cultures at St. Olave’s but also provided a great 
opportunity to showcase individual culinary talents.  
Prizes were awarded to those who contributed the 
greatest number of recipes. 

Diversity and Inclusivity
Year 12 took part in a special event, led by Miss Benham 
and Miss Clift, which covered issues surrounding gender, 
race, sexuality, and disability. Students engaged well and 

discussed a number of important issues related to these 
topics. All students received resource packs containing 
key information and reading suggestions. A resource 
pack was also emailed out to parents via the Parent App.

International Women’s Day 
St. Olave’s hosted its first ever International Women’s 
Day webinar. This event was a chance for pupils and 
parents to come together and celebrate a range of work 
from Year 7 through to Year 13, including poetry, music, 
and art, created by pupils to reflect their understanding 



28 – Olavian 2021

of gender equality. The evening featured talks from a 
range of external speakers, including Dr Jessica Wade, 
Rebecca Bond, Srishti Rentala and Chloe Ollis-Smith. 
An anthology “The Power of Us: A Collective” provided 
an insight into the work of the wonderful women who 
spoke during the webinar but also includes a range of 
student work that has been created in celebration of the 
event.  Thank you to Ms Smith for putting this evening 
together.

University Offers
Congratulations to Rose Hind, who given the exceptional 
strength of her paper application to Pembroke College, 
Cambridge, was offered a place without being called 
for interview. This is the first time we are aware of this 
happening to any applicant from St. Olave’s. Well done 
to Rose on this outstanding achievement.
Student publication

Thank you to the Academic Prefects for putting together 
a list of super-curricular opportunities in each subject 
for students currently thinking about Higher Education. 
Whilst these are mainly targeted for students in the 
Sixth Form, there are also activities that may engage 
younger students.

Young Olavians’ Day
In the annual Young Olavians day fixtures, this year 
ended in an overall victory for the Young Olavians by 
three fixtures to two. Thank you to Vice-Captain, Nikhil 
and Old Olavian, Srikar Namireddy for organising the 
teams. The results, in the format Current Olavians: 
Young Olavians, were as follows:

Football 0 (4 pens) 0 (5 pens)
Netball 2 12
Fives 3 5
Basketball 24 16
Rugby 45 21
Overall 2 3

Outcomes aside, this was a day of fine sportsmanship and 
camaraderie and it was good to catch up with many of 
our recent leavers as they prepare to go off to university.
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Senior Prefect Team 2021 - 2022
Steven Coker – Captain of School

If I could use a single world 
to define St. Olave’s it would 
be community. It is an 
environment where people of 
all backgrounds can interact, 
learn and grow from each 
other, so taking up the mantle 
of Captain of a school which 
offers so much opportunity for 
growth in academia, maturity 
and character will prove to be 
both a huge honour and an 

immense task. I aspire to be a role model for everyone 
and from a young age, I have always felt obligated to 
help and give as much back to others as possible, so I am 
looking to study Medicine at university, and as such I am 
currently Vice President of Medics’ Society. Outside of 
the classroom, I am an avid health and fitness enthusiast 
and aim to play for the 1st XV rugby team next year. 
Aside from sporting endeavours, I am a keen member of 
our Drama department having performed in a multitude 
of shows since I joined the school. During my tenure 
I aim to rejuvenate our community in the wake of the 
pandemic, and reform links between all year groups 
through the wonderful events on offer at St. Olave’s, as 
these are so vital to creating the work-life balance we 
should all strive to master as students. I am tremendously 
excited to work alongside my amazing team of Senior 
Prefects to usher in a new year of change and restore the 
sense of unity amongst our school once more.

Millie Hennessy - Captain of School
Joining St. Olaves has been 
an aspiration of mine for 
much of my secondary 
education, and now having 
the honour of representing 
our community as Captain 
fills me with a strong sense 
of pride. I hope that over 
the coming year we will be 
successful at reigniting the 
sense of community we hold 
so dearly throughout the 

school. As Co-President of Environmental Society, I 
hope to push for change which will have lasting effects 
on the wider planet and inspire those around us to follow 
our lead. Christiana Figueres, a political inspiration 
of mine, led me down this path of interest in climate 
politics and economics, something I aim to pursue at 
university, where I hope to read PPE. Outside of school, 
I have a strong connection to mindfulness, something 
I implement into my life through yoga practice, and 
I also enjoy playing netball with the school team. 

Whilst forming relations has proved difficult due to the 
current circumstances, I want to ensure that I establish 
connections and re-instil that feeling of togetherness I 
know we all miss, as well as posing as a point of call for 
students’ questions, suggestions and anything they may 
need.

Anupam Bandi - Head of House System
For me, St. Olave’s at its core 
represents a place where like-
minded individuals can come 
together to share in their 
interests and achievements. 
My desire to share with others 
has led me to becoming 
President of the school’s 
Medics Society, as well as 
giving talks at many others 
including Natural Sciences, 
PolEcon and Classics. Even 

beyond school, I run a YouTube channel dedicated to 
sharing weekly medical content for others aspiring to 
study medicine. And now as Head of the House System, 
I seek to foster even more school solidarity through inter-
house competitions and events. Alongside the brilliant 
Senior Prefect Team and spectacular House Captains, I 
hope to work to ensure everyone at St. Olave’s really feels 
their house spirit this year. 

Nikhil Doosa - Head of Sports
Sport is something which 
can be considered intrinsic 
to Olavian culture. From 
playing competitively at the 
highest levels to playing at 
lunch with friends, it can be 
considered a gateway from the 
stress and workload of school 
life.  Outside of academics, 
I play both basketball and 
badminton in which I have 
also been lucky enough to 

reap the benefits of coaching. I also heavily enjoy the 
performing arts, having played the guitar for 7 years and 
working towards my Grade 8, whilst also performing in 
various school events such as Black History Month and 
Band Concert. During my tenure as Senior Prefect, I 
hope to implement a focus on introducing a wider array 
of sporting opportunities. I hope to do this by starting 
up inter-house competitions again and hence allowing 
people of all levels to partake in and try out a variety of 
sports, with hopes of creating newfound interest in many 
Olavians. I also believe sport is an exceptionally great 
way of keeping good mental health as it can help alleviate 
stress and hence am excited to be in a position which by 
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working with the Sports department and Senior Prefect 
Team, I will be able to promote sport as a healthy means 
of coping with daily life. 

Scarlett O’Keefe - Head of Form and Duty 
Prefects
Before entering St. Olave’s in 
September, I was extremely 
worried that my time 
here would be somehow 
diminished because of the 
restrictive regulations and 
rules that the pandemic has 
made necessary. I see now that 
my worrying was in vain. Over 
the course of the last 8 months 
I have thrived, surrounded by 

a cohort of intelligent, curious and interesting individuals 
as well as by teachers who have an infectious passion not 
only for their subjects but also for watching their students 
succeed. As Co-President of Feminist Society, I have 
taken immense pleasure in leading and taking part in 
important and relevant discussions, as well as in helping 
to organise a successful and inspirational online event 
for International Women’s Day. I am also a keen debater 
and so was super excited to represent my school in the 
external Cambridge Schools Debating competition. As 
my A level choices demonstrate, I am interested in a 
wide range of subjects, but I particularly enjoy reading 
about different societies, cultures and political systems 
and am fascinated by the causes of inequality, from that 
of income to race, which is why I hope to study Human 
Social and Political Sciences at university. As Head of 
Form and Duty Prefects my main aim is to restore inter 
school cohesion and interactions between year groups as 
restrictions are gradually lifted, working with the Senior 
Prefect Team to find the best ways to do this. 

Rhea Rentala - Head of Clubs, Societies 
and Outreach

As an external student 
joining the Sixth Form, I 
found St. Olaves to be an 
open, friendly, nurturing 
environment that encourages 
all students to pursue their 
varied interests, alongside 
academic pursuits to create 
rich, multi-dimensional, 
well-rounded individuals. 
My unique set of academic 
interests; humanities and the 

arts have grown immeasurably not just due to the teachers 
and course content but also due to the challenge, support 
and dialogue in and outside class with my peers. I enjoy 
giving back to my community through volunteering at 
the Maypole Project and I would like to pursue a career 

that aligns with my interests in Philosophy, Sociology 
and Psychology. For the forthcoming year on the Senior 
Prefect Team, I will build upon the school’s existing 
community spirit by increasing inter-year cohesion 
throughout clubs and societies. I plan to engage with the 
wider community, and alumni through various outreach 
programmes. I would like to increase the intersectionality 
between clubs and societies by encouraging collaboration 
and by inviting external speakers. I want to encourage 
societies to not only teach and discuss with one another 
but also have a direct measurable impact on the school 
environment. I recognise the importance of societies 
in not only developing hard skills that universities 
hold in high regard, but also soft skills such as public 
speaking, debating, and organisation that dictates one’s 
progress and success in life. Above all, I want my term to 
implement structures that foster a deep sense of loyalty, 
camradery and kinship in students across school years, 
that will last a lifetime.

Jahnavi Singh - Head of Charity and 
Events

Over my brief time at St. 
Olaves, what pleasantly 
overwhelmed me from the 
onset, and still never ceases 
to amaze me, are the variety 
of opportunities and culture 
this school has to offer, 
leading to success for all, both 
academically and otherwise. I 
immediately felt welcomed 
in this vibrant community, 
enabling me to take on many 

responsibilities within the school, such as being a Physics 
Prefect, Vice-President of Medics’ Society, in which I 
have enjoyed taking the lead to arrange debates (having 
represented the school in the Cambridge Schools 
Debating competition), while also being Co-President 
of Feminist Society, where I lead and organise important 
discussions on topical matters. Recently, I helped to 
arrange the school’s first International Women’s Day 
Webinar, a successful and inspiring event that is sure 
to see subsequent celebrations in the future. The skills I 
have developed over these past few months, despite the 
extraordinary adversities of COVID-19, have equipped 
me to feel confident in taking up the role of Head of 
Charities and Events. Volunteering with St. John 
Ambulance throughout the pandemic, I have recognised 
the importance of giving back to our community, now 
more than ever before, further invigorating my desire to 
study Medicine at university. Currently, within my role, 
I hope to host a variety of events that are reflective of 
the school’s diverse nature, as a way to integrate all year 
groups to support great causes, after what has been a 
difficult year for everyone.
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Matthew Todorov - Head of Ambassador 
and Academic Prefects

My past 6 years at St. Olave’s 
have helped me to grown 
into who I am today, and I 
am honoured to have been 
selected as a Vice Captain 
of School. I hope to use this 
opportunity to give back to 
the school and all students, 
making sure everyone has 
the best possible experience. I 
have a passion for Economics, 
and I am one of the Political 

Economy Society Presidents, a Financial Times Student 
Advocate, as well as an Economics Prefect and I would 
love to study Economics at university. As the Head of 
Ambassador and Academic Prefects, I aim to inspire 
as many students as possible, encouraging students 
to pursue any interests they may have. To any student 
reading this: I look forward to working with the rest of 
the incredible Senior Prefect Team to make your time at 
school as amazing as possible and I would be more than 
happy to talk to you, about whatever it may be, so feel 
free to message me on Teams or (when possible) stop me 
in the corridor! 
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Leavers’ Destinations 2021

Name Destination Course
Abdulla, Hamza Applying 2022
Abdur-Rahman, Dawood Applying 2022
Abrams, Luke University of Nottingham Politics and Economics
Adebekun, Isaac University of Oxford, St Hugh’s 

College
Chemistry

Adeleye, Seun University of Warwick International Management 
(including year abroad)

Afolabi, Eniola Loughborough University Mechanical Engineering 
(with placement year)

Agarwal, Om University of Nottingham Physics (4 years)
Agbro, Karo Applying 2022
Ageyeva, Natalya Applying 2022
Agrawal, Saket University of Bath Economics
Aileru, Jamal University of Manchester Chemical Engineering with 

Integrated Foundation
Akande, Ayomide University of Cambridge, Christ’s 

College
Law

Akende, Sheena The University of Edinburgh Economics
Allwin, Rupin Applying 2022
Alwin Bob, Michelle Applying 2022
Amosso, Anton London School of Economics and 

Political Science, University of 
London

Geography

Anbalagan, Dishan Anglia Ruskin University Accounting and Finance
Anil, Alan University of Warwick Economics
Anyamene, Arinze Lancaster University Economics and Finance (Industry)
Arojo, Damilola University of Birmingham Pharmacy
Arunkumar, Saikrishnan Applying 2022
Ashogun, Yaash Queen Mary University of London Medicine
Asiegbu, Gloria University of Cambridge, Fitzwil-

liam College
Law

Awomoyi, William University of Cambridge, St John’s 
College

Human, Social, and Political 
Sciences

Bagchi, Arunabh Imperial College London Physics
Bailey, Cameron University of Cambridge, Homerton 

College
Natural Sciences

Bains, Jaipreet King’s College London, University 
of London

Computer Science with 
Management

Barradell, Joseph University of Warwick Engineering
Batchelor, Caleb Applying 2022
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Batura, Ansh University of Warwick Economics
Beegadhur, Tanisha Applying 2022
Béliard, Lorimer Applying 2022
Benterkia, Sara Queen Mary University of London Medicine
Bhamidipati, Prabhav University of Birmingham Medicine (5 years)
Bharadwaj, Shreyas University of Warwick Philosophy, Politics and Economics 

(PPE)
Bleunven, Yoann Applying 2022
Boafo-Yirenkyi, Catherine Lancaster University Medicine and Surgery
Boraghi, Arvin University of Cambridge, Pembroke 

College
Medicine

Briggs, Daryl University of Birmingham Biomedical Science
Briscoe, Billy King’s College London, University 

of London
Economics

Bull, Lila Applying 2022
Butler, Charlotte University of Cambridge, Queens’ 

College
Engineering

Butt, Raheela University of Southampton Business Analytics with Placement
Byrne, Tim Applying 2022
Callow, Charles University of Bristol Physics
Cameron, Edward University of Southampton Aerospace Electronic Engineering
Cassidy, Noah University of Liverpool Aerospace Engineering (4 years)

Cattermole, Jemima University of Leeds Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Cerase, Tennyson University of Bath Pharmacology with Placement
Charman Jones, Anya University of Bristol Biochemistry
Chaudhari, Aditi St George’s, University of London Medicine (5 year)
Chaurasia, Aditya Applying 2022
Chibber, Milan University of Warwick Economic Studies and Global 

Sustainable Development
Chong, Ivan King’s College London, University 

of London
Computer Science

Choudhury, Rafiqul Applying 2022
Chowdhury, Rohan University of Nottingham Chemical Engineering
Corcoran, Ciaran University of Exeter Geography
Cowles, Jack University of Warwick English Literature
Davies, Ben University of Exeter English
Davies, Henry Liverpool John Moores University Civil Engineering
Delamain, Matthew Applying 2022
Desai, Lilya University of Southampton Aeronautics and Astronautics / 

Semester Abroad
Desai, Rishi University of Warwick Economics
Dhungana, Pranshu University of York Computer Science
Dietrich, Thomas University of Nottingham Law
Dikteriovaite, Evelina University of Warwick Mathematics and Statistics
Dimitrova, Victoria University of Warwick Philosophy, Politics and Economics 

(PPE)
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Dodampegamage, Thevindi Durham University General Engineering
Donohoe, Ruairi Applying 2022
Double, James Ravensbourne University London Digital Film Production
Dudas-Lyne, Raul Newcastle University English Literature with Creative 

Writing
Dunning, Antonia The University of Edinburgh English Literature
Edobor, Aaron Imperial College London Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering
Edwards, Lydia University of Essex Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Fajemirokun, Abraham University of Warwick Mathematics and Physics
Fasakin, Alexander Applying 2022
Fernandes, Zachary University of Nottingham Law
Fox, Henry King’s College London, University 

of London
Medicine

Foxhall, Edward University of Warwick Philosophy, Politics and Economics 
(PPE)

Francis, Jamaal Loughborough University Aeronautical Engineering
Fraser, Jessica SOAS University of London Japanese and Global Development
Gallagher, Caitlin Durham University Physics and Astronomy
Gill, Sarjun University of Bristol Medicine - MBChB Standard entry 

(5 years)
Guo, Min Jie University of St Andrews Computer Science
Guri, Martin London School of Economics and 

Political Science, University of 
London

Mathematics and Economics

Hafeez, Yasir Applying 2022
Harish, Bhavana University of Bristol Economics
Hickling, Oliver University of Southampton Mathematics with Statistics
Higgins, Georgia University of Bristol Medicine - MBChB Standard entry 

(5 years)
Hind, Rose University of Cambridge, Pembroke 

College
Law

Ho, Aden Imperial College London Medicine
Ho, Kelvin University of Bath Chemical Engineering 

(with placement)
Hunjan, Nanak Applying 2022
Ibbott, Alice University of Cambridge, Emma-

nuel College
Geography

Iyer, Harini University of Oxford, Hertford 
College

Geography

Jochim, Isaac Applying 2022
John, Jason University of Nottingham Industrial Economics
Jones, Harry Applying 2022
Jones, Henry Cardiff University Mechanical Engineering
Jupp, James Applying 2022
Kalia, Ishan London School of Economics and 

Political Science, University of 
London

Economics
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Kanagasabapathy, Ajanthan Imperial College London Electrical & Electronic Engineering
Kapur, Sunishka UCL (University College London) English
Kaushik, Arun University of Nottingham Economics
Kaushik, Daksh University of Oxford, Keble College Physics (4-year MPhys)
Keerthi, Devaj University of Bath Economics (with placement)
Kerr, Charlotte University of Oxford, New College French and German
Khan, Haseeb Applying 2022
King, Sam Durham University Physics
Kochajkiewicz, Angelika University of Southampton Aeronautics and Astronautics
Kolte, Ayushi Applying 2022
Krikler, Arthur University of Sheffield Mechanical Engineering
Kunde, Amisha University of Nottingham Natural Sciences
Lal, Ekaksh University of Southampton Computer Science
Lauri Menta, Alessandro University of Nottingham Physics with a Year in Industry
Lawal, Paul Applying 2022
Lee, Alex Applying 2022
Leedham, Sam King’s College London, University 

of London
Biomedical Science

Leung, Samuel University of Bath Economics and Politics
Lewangama, Stefan University of East Anglia UEA Medicine
Lewis, Nikita Imperial College London Electrical & Electronic Engineering
Liu, Chenhao King’s College London, University 

of London
Computer Science

Lu, Qing University of Cambridge, Clare 
College

Medicine

Lumsdon, Eugenie University of Oxford, Balliol 
College

Chemistry

Luu, Linus University of Cambridge, Christ’s 
College

Mathematics

Mac, Justin University of Southampton Aeronautics and Astronautics
Mahamenan, Agshaya Applying 2022
Malaj, Kelvina University of Warwick History and Politics
Marsh, Thomas University of Warwick Computer Science
Masumoto, Tamaki UCL (University College London) Pharmacy
Mbe, Freddie Applying 2022
McDonald, Jonah Imperial College London Biochemistry
Menon, Advait Imperial College London Computing (A.I. and Machine 

Learning)
Mohanakanth, Midun University of Nottingham Chemical Engineering
Moseley, Benjamin University of Manchester Economics and Politics
Moyo, Charisse University of Sheffield Economics with Finance
Nair, Siddarth Applying 2022
Nalvelnathan, Kirijan Applying 2022
Namireddy, Srikar Imperial College London Medicine
Nandi, Byapti Imperial College London Medicine
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Ndibe, William University of Nottingham Mechanical Engineering
Nwaubani, Ama University of Leeds Physics with Astrophysics
Obigbesan, Mary Imperial College London Medicine
Odunukan, Oluwatomisona University of Sheffield Electrical and Electronic 

Engineering
Ogunwusi, Mofiyinfoluwa University of Southampton Medicine
Osborne, Priya University of Southampton Electronic Engineering with Artifi-

cial Intelligence
Osemwegie, Reece Queen Mary University of London Medicine
Pain, Carmela Applying 2022
Palaniappan, Aditya Applying 2022
Paramasamy, Arunshan University of East Anglia UEA Medicine
Parchure, Josh Applying 2022
Patel, Ravi University of Nottingham Economics
Peerbhai, Amaan Imperial College London Medicine
Pereira, Daniel University of Nottingham Physics with Theoretical Physics
Prasad, Tavishi Applying 2022
Prashar, Vishaal University of Warwick Philosophy, Politics and Economics 

(PPE)
Prela, Lira Applying 2022
Puppala, Dhanvanth University of Exeter Medicine
Qu, Dominic Imperial College London Computing
Raja, Mohammed City, University of London Economics with Accounting
Rajendran, Kruthehan Applying 2022
Rajenthiran, Thishana St George’s, University of London Healthcare Science (Physiological 

Sciences)
Rakhimov, Timur University of Cambridge, Lucy 

Cavendish College
Natural Sciences

Randall, Erin University of Birmingham Biomedical Science
Randall, Lucy University of Cambridge, Emma-

nuel College
Medicine

Roder, Jack Applying 2022
Samuel, Naomi University of Oxford, Hertford 

College
Law

Sarker, Sabah University of Cambridge, Pembroke 
College

Medicine

Sarves, Ethen University of Nottingham Law
Saunders, Camille Applying 2022
Selfridge, Joshua University of Oxford, Trinity 

College
Physics (4-year MPhys)

Selvadurai, Callum Durham University Physics 
Shahul-Hameed, Ajaz Applying 2022
Shankar, Varnika St George’s, University of London Biomedical Science
Sharma, Alisha Applying 2022
Shergold, Daniel Loughborough University Architectural Engineering
Siriwardana, Lasith University of Cambridge, St. John’s Economics
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Sivakumar, Pravinija University of Cambridge, Selwyn 
College

Medicine

Sivapooranan, Gangah Imperial College London Medicine
Sivothayan, Akzan King’s College London, University 

of London
Biomedical Science

Song, William London School of Economics and 
Political Science, University of 
London

Economics

Soo, Isabelle Imperial College London Medicine
Spencer, Alexander University of Bath Economics (with placement)
Stainsbury, Mitra University of Oxford, Brasenose 

College
Economics and Management

Stanton, Katherine University of Leeds Medicine
Stock, Lucy University of Cambridge, Murray 

Edwards College
Computer Science

Subakannan, Kajan UCL (University College London) Engineering (Biomedical)
Suresh, Sanah London School of Economics and 

Political Science, University of 
London

Economics

Suresh, Sukhi University of Warwick Economics
Sureshkumar, Thishana University of Nottingham Financial Mathematics
Suvaryan, Mikayel Imperial College London Biomedical Engineering
Tandon, Rishi University of Cambridge, Fitzwil-

liam College
Mathematics

Teeluck, Shiksha Queen Mary University of London Theoretical Physics with Year Abroad
Teo, Nicholas University of Bristol Civil Engineering
Thanigaikumar, 
Indiradharshini

Imperial College London Electrical & Electronic Engineering

Thomas Albert, Janet King’s College London, University 
of London

Computer Science

Tse, Rohan University of Oxford Physics (4-year MPhys)
Tsirkas, Odysseas Durham University Natural Sciences
Tucker, Charlotte Imperial College London Mathematics with a Year Abroad
Turgoose, Benjamin University of Nottingham Chemical Engineering
Ujoodia, Ishkaar University of Bath Economics
Ulens, Joel Imperial College London Mathematics and Computer Science
Ustynovych-Repa, Michael UCL (University College London) History

Vijayakumar, Sarah Queen Mary University of London Medicine
Wallis, Hannah University of Manchester International Management with 

American Business Studies

Waterton, Amelia Durham University Biological Sciences

Watts, Dominic University of Cambridge, Fitzwil-
liam College

History and Politics

Way, Oliver University of Nottingham Accountancy
Weeraman, Sineka Queen Mary University of London Medicine
Wiegerling, Pierce Imperial College London Electrical & Electronic Engineering
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Williams-Ward, Joshua Applying 2022
Winney, Kofi University of Nottingham Chemical Engineering
Wong, Joseph University of Southampton Mechanical Engineering
Wuraola, Ife University of Southampton Philosopy
Zaloglou, Iris UCL (University College London) Law
Zhang, Ruby University of Cambridge, Homerton 

College
Land Economy



Duke Of Edinburgh
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Duke Of Edinburgh

It has been a testing year for the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award scheme. However, despite the problems thrown 

at us by Covid -19, the award continues to be ever popular 
at St. Olave’s. In true DofE style, the scheme adapted 
allowing expeditions to operate with no overnight 
camping. Family members were allowed to sign off other 
sections, acting as ‘assessors’; all materials and booklets 
went online, being emailed directly to participants. The 
Bronze and Silver awards both offered the additional 
option of the ‘Achievement’ Award, giving participants 
the option of completing all sections bar the expedition 
before progressing to the next award level. They could 
then upgrade to the full award once they had undertaken 
the practice expedition, for example, complete Bronze 
Achievement Award, sign up and complete the Silver 
practice expedition enabling the participant to receive 
Bronze ‘Full’ Award.

After the hiatus brought about by Covid -19, the DofE 
Team quickly got into the swing of things. We started 
off in early June with the Silver assessed expedition 
with Year 12s who had missed out on completing their 
expedition at the beginning of 2021 when the country 
went into lockdown again. We were still unable to include 
overnight camping due to continuing restrictions, but 
we banished the memory of the cold and rainy practice 
expedition by enjoying three days of glorious sunshine. 
The groups were tested to their limits, with lots of woods 
to navigate through and the occasional steep hill to mix 
things up, including Ide Hill on day three. The six groups 
worked well and showed that they had remembered a lot 
of what they had worked on in the practice. 

Two weeks later, we were trying out a new format for the 
Year 10 Bronze Award, the ‘Combined’ Bronze award. 
This was originally born from the necessity of trying to 
fit in as many cohorts as possible in the remaining weeks 
of the school year by combining the practice and assessed 
expeditions into one longer weekend. On day one we ran 
a thorough training session covering: 

Expedition kit – what to wear, how to pack it and what 
to carry it in, as well as discussing group kit.

Navigation – map reading practice, use of a compass, 
creation of a route card, how to assess your surroundings 
in the event of getting lost.

Setting up and striking camp - discussion of the correct 
siting of a camp and being prepared for all weather 
conditions, how to pitch and repack a tent correctly, 
checking your site before departure (‘leave no trace’).

Expedition food – correct use of a Trangia for cooking, 
cleaning up afterwards, dietary requirements for a 
successful expedition and sample meal plans.

First aid – discussing what to do in an emergency, how 
to avoid injury by wearing the correct footwear and how 
best to treating simple injuries.

These topics were backed up with the online training 
modules which have been created for DofE at St Olave’s.

On day two the teams were out walking a predetermined 
route with staff who shadowed them, correcting each 
group if necessary and offering tips on map reading, pace 
setting and rest breaks. Once at camp, tents were pitched 
and the Trangias put to good use. Students returned home 
for the evening (still no overnight camping possible) and 
then returned bright and early for day three where they 
were left to do the whole day on their own with the DofE 
staff meeting them at checkpoints and monitoring them 
covertly from a distance. We ended the day with a Q&A 
session to test their knowledge and a debrief regarding 
each group’s performance across the weekend. 

The summer term is always a busy one for the DofE 
Department and next up were the Year 11s, who had 
patiently waited to complete their Covid-delayed 
Bronze assessed expedition from the previous year. By 
way of refresher, we started by working on camp craft, 
route planning, Trangia training and tents. Day two had 
the teams out in the wilds walking either the ‘blue’ or 
‘red’ 18km routes. These were both circular with multiple 
check points to pass through. It was a long day at the 
office with teams on the move from 08:30, with the last 
team reaching their destination at 16:25.

Finally, it was the turn of the Year 13s and during the last 
full week of term we packed our bags and headed off to 
Wales, finally getting the opportunity to camp overnight. 
The Gold practice expedition means a five day adventure 
in the Black Mountains of South Wales, spending much 
of each day either going up or coming down a mountain, 
whilst carrying a full rucksack and coping with the 
varying degrees of Welsh weather. On this occasion we 
had torrential rain on day one whilst setting up camp but 
for the remainder of the week we basked in wall-to-wall 
sunshine; whilst this sounds delightful, it brings its own 
issues of staying hydrated, avoiding sun-related problems 
such as heat stroke and biting insects.

Our Gold teams were managed by the mountain leaders 
of Wild Country Consultants (WCC) who began day 
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one of the expedition by getting to know each student in 
their assigned team, carrying out a full check of clothing, 
kit, food supplies and helping the students to prepare 
mentally for challenges that lay ahead. They revisited 
topics covered from previous awards such as navigation 
and camp craft in order to reinforce the skills needed, 
before taking the teams out for a short day on the hills. 
In the evening, the teams carried out their route planning 
ready for an early start the next day.  

From day two onwards, the WCC assessors gradually 
reduced their contact with the teams, allowing them to 
make their own decisions, mistakes and corrections. By 
day 5, they were only met at check points at specified 
times. Each day ended with a debrief and WCC also 
kept a keen eye on group morale and well-being. The St 
Olave’s staff team roamed the mountains during the day, 
watching teams from afar, and caught up with teams in 
the evening to ensure all was well. The Gold expedition is 
all about teamwork and self-reliance. A weary but happy 
bunch of students finished the week with a team debrief 
and a long, smelly trip home on the coach, but with a lot 
more comfort than they had had all week!

Normally the DofE season finishes there, but with 
Gold practice expedition deferred from Easter to July, 
staff generously gave up five days of their Summer break 
to enable Year 13 to wrap up the expedition section of 
their Award before they left St Olave’s for pastures new. 
This time we headed to North Wales and the glorious 
scenery of Snowdonia. The students spent the next five 
days walking routes across the Snowdon range in their 
teams, again with a WCC assessor assigned to each 
group. Because of the time of year, Snowdonia was busy 
so the teams either wild camped or used not so well-
known campsites. This was also the reason why on the 
last day the whole group walked together up to the top 
of Snowdon and down the other side, something we only 
do in teams as a rule. The weather proved to be glorious 
until we reached 100m from the top, where there was 
cloud cover obstructing our view from the top – typical 
Wales! Once down, the teams could collapse on the 
coach for the long trip home.

The DofE Team has worked hard throughout the year 
on trying to keep the programme going. Without doubt 
the DofE Award at St Olave’s would not be nearly as 
strong without my hard working colleagues who give up 
their time without hesitation. A big thank you to Mrs 
Andrews, Mrs Attwood, Dr Carpenter, Mr Carroll, 
Miss Difford, Mr Haines, Mr Jewson, Mr Masters, Mrs 
Probodziak, Mr Thomas and Mrs Wiltshire.

Paul Holland
        DofE Co-ordinator 
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Faculty of Mathematics &
Computing

This was an incredibly tough year for all our 
students and the whole faculty. After a term of 

disjointed teaching and learning, we entered the second 
lockdown. Blended learning and remote teaching 
took its toll on progress through the course and the 
assessment programme. We were full of sympathy for 
the examination cohorts who prepared for their January 
mock exams, only to have the goal posts moved further 
and further into the future, eventually sitting rounds of 
assessments in March and May 2021. Those students 
should be incredibly proud of how they rose to that 
unprecedented challenge. 

As the year progressed, we attempted to keep as much 
normalcy as possible for our students. We still managed to 
hold the UKMT Junior Mathematics Challenge (Years 
7-8) and Intermediate Mathematics Challenge (Years 
9-11) remotely, with students sitting the competition at 
home, online. All Year 12 mathematicians and a handful 
of Year 13 mathematicians took part in the UKMT 
Senior Mathematics Challenge in school, with nine 
students gaining certificates in the British Mathematical 
Olympiad follow on round and Velian Velikov (Year 
12) and Linus Luu (Year 13) gaining certificates of 
Distinction in the BMO2.  

For the faculty, the final third of the school year was a blur 
of assessments, marking binges, and a slightly unusual 
farewell to our examination classes. We continued to 
teach our remaining students and all missed the usual 
activities weeks. It was with a sense of relief that we said 
goodbye to 2020-21, hoping that things would return to 
some kind of normal after the summer break.  

I am always proud of the way staff and students put 
their all into teaching and learning of mathematics and 
computing, but I think they deserve to feel especially 
proud after the year we had!  

 

Balkan Mathematics Olympiad

Congratulations to Year 13 student, Linus Luu, who 
earned a Silver medal in the Balkan Mathematical 
Olympiad. The UK was invited as a guest nation to this 
prestigious international competition in early November, 
and Linus was one of only six students selected to 
represent his country. He answered two exceptionally 
difficult questions completely correctly, demonstrating 
once again his formidable mathematical knowledge, skill 
and intuition.

Olavian Mathematical Newsletter
This latest edition (3rd) brings readers 
more articles looking at a range of 
exciting topics.  Features include: 
Fawaz Shah (Old Olavian) – ‘Maths 
in the real world’; Mrs Munday 
(Head of KS5 Mathematics) – ‘False 
Proofs’; Adrian Manickarajah – ‘The 
Importance of Statistics’; Tyrone 
Ziwa – ‘The Josephus Problem’.

BEBRAS
Despite Covid restrictions, all students studying 
Computer Science successfully completed the annual 
UK Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge, 
organised by the University of Oxford’s Department 
of Computer Science, and Hertford College. We are 
pleased to announce a total of 141 students received 
Distinctions and another 136 obtained Merits.
Congratulations to all students who have participated 
and special congratulations to Henry Etherington,Year 
7; Patrick Williams, Year 9; Samuel Iranloye, Year 11, 
and Pradhay Amarnath, Year 12, for receiving the best 
results inschool for their age group. 

Computer Science in Action Day
Year 12 Computer Science students attended this 
event virtually from home. In five sessions experts from 
academia and industry revealed computer science at its 
very best and took our students to the cutting edge in the 
fields of AI and machine learning. Students were able to 

Meera Lawrence
        Head of Mathematics 
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explore new algorithms for co-ordination that solve some 
of the most pressing problems in transport and logistics. 
Students listened to a remarkable session on the curious 
case of a 13th Century Election Algorithm by Miranda 
Mowbray. Miranda discussed how an algorithm that was 
used for over 500 years to determine the ruler of Venice 
and its underlying design principle turns out to have 
an application to modern computer science. It was an 
eye-opening opportunity for our students to see how the 
future is revolutionised by the advancement in computer 
science and technology. 

TCS Digital Explorers program
Congratulations to Year 12 student, Pradhay Amarnath, 
on receiving an EDT Silver Level Industrial Cadets 
Certificate and Gold Standard in recognition for his work 
on homelessness. He participated in the TCS Digital 
Explorers Program where he received a technology 
briefing by industrial experts. Along with the virtual work 
experience, the programme entailed designing a digital 
product and creating a business pitch for this product. He 
was tasked to create a website to address a contemporary 
social issue and he choose to tackle homelessness. He 
designed and built a website along with a ChatBot using 
web programming languages (HTML5/CSS 3/NodeJS/ 
Python) and ChatBot building platforms (ManyChat/
Facebook); hosted on a Heroku web server.

TCS gotIT Digital Innovations Challenge
Well done to Pradhay Amarnath on winning the TCS 
goIT Digital Innovations Challenge where there were 
multiple submissions from across the world. He was 
asked to create a digital solution highlighting actions 
that promote and support equality in a community. The 
judges were highly impressed with his app Idea ‘BigOtry 
Fever’ and the intention of preventing online bullying 
and hateful comments with a hate speech detector which 
uses natural language processing and sentiment analysis 
(using TF-IDF vectorizer and a customised dataset).

British Mathematical Olympiad
5 Year 12 and 4 Year 13 students took part in this 
incredibly challenging competition. Special mention 
goes to Griffin Keemer and Maxime Pesenti (Year 12), 
Ishan Kalia and Rishi Tandon (Year 13) who gained 
Merit, and Hieronym Lecybyl and Velian Velikov (Year 
12), Josh Parchure and Linus Luu (Year 13) who gained 
Distinction. Velian and Linus qualified for the 3½ 
hour follow-on BMO2 and were, once again, awarded 
Distinctions, with Velian gaining the 11th highest 
score in the competition – a phenomenal achievement!  
Congratulations to all who represented the school. 

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 
The IMC took place at the beginning of February and 
is generally offered to students in Years 9 - 11. Due to 
lockdown, this year’s competition took place online, so 
the fact that every single student from those year groups 
took part is testament to their dedication. Additionally, 
four Year 8s also took part, having been nominated by 
their teachers. Incredibly, three of the four Year 8s gained 
a Gold medal! A perfect score of 135 was achieved by 
Arnav Sharma (Year 9), Harry Chen, Joseph Fisher, 
Samuel Rayner and Daniel Shahrabi Atari (Year 11). 
Sean Lee (Year 10) followed close behind with a score of 
130. In total, 382 students took part, with 126 gaining a 
Gold medal, 119 Silver and 73 Bronze. 

Students in Year 9 who gained a Silver or Gold medal 
and those in Years 10 and 11 who gained a Gold medal 
(a whopping 174 students) qualified for the follow-on 
rounds in the second half of March. Congratulations to 
everyone for a fantastic performance.

UKMT
Well done to the 30 students 
who took part in the three 
versions of the Intermediate 
Olympiad. This competition 
is usually open to Years 9, 10 
and 11. Congratulations to 
the 17 students who gained 
a Merit, especially Shaurya 
Mehta (Year 8 – medal 

winner), Arnav Sharma (Year 9 – medal and book prize), 
Garv Gupta (Year 9 – medal winner), Ayan Mahajan 
(Year 9 – medal winner), Ray Keemer (Year 10 – medal 
winner), Harry Chen (Year 11 – medal and book prize) 
and George Anderton (Year 11 – medal winner). All 
these individuals also gained a Distinction. Medal 
winners were placed in the top 100 scorers in each of the 
three competitions. This is a fantastic performance and 
well done to everyone who represented the school.

Senior Kangaroo Mathematics 
Competition
Seven students from Year 13 and 15 from Year 12 took 
part in this competition, with 13 gaining a Merit. Well 
done to all participants, particularly at such a tumultuous 
time! 

Mathematics - student work
Students in 8L created summary posters to show what 
they had learnt about Pythagoras’ Theorem. The work 
produced went well beyond what would normally be 
expected at this stage and students clearly spent longer 
than the allotted 40 minutes. 
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Women in Maths
Congratulations to Grace 
Sodunke, Year 12, who was 
selected to attend a residential 
organised by Christ’s and Trinity 
Colleges, Cambridge. This 
programme is for talented female 
mathematicians, and selection 
is based on students’ academic 
record and co-curricular 
achievements. Grace will attend 
lectures taught by Cambridge 

academics and meet current students and admissions 
staff.

Náboj Online 2021
Two teams from St. Olaves participated in the Náboj 
Online 2021 competition and our teams were placed 
in 6th and 13th positions nationally. Náboj is an 
international mathematical competition designed for 
teams of five high-school students that represent their 
schools. The competition lasts 120 minutes during which 
the teams are trying to solve as many given problems as 
possible.

‘Mission to Mars’
Hardiv Harshakumar, Year 12, successfully completed 
this remote working software development challenge, 
delivered by Software Cornwall. He earned a badge 
by demonstrating his skills in coding and developing 
solutions using C++ with the application of knowledge of 
Arduino programming and Agile methodology in a team 
challenge to code and test solutions, before deploying 
onto an autonomous robotic rover unit. He used version 
control software and utilised online collaboration tools 
like Github, Discord and Tinkercard to develop work 
in a team environment, simulating a real world remote 
working experience.

Oxford Computing Challenge
Congratulations to Harry Chen in Year 11, Pradhay 
Amarnath, Nils André, Hardiv Harshakumar in Year 12 
and Linus Luu in Year 13 on gaining a place in the final 
round of the Oxford Computing Challenge. 

Perse Coding Challenge
KS4 Computer Science students entered the first round 
of the Perse Coding Team Challenge. Congratulations 
to the 110 students who achieved Distinction and 
Merit certificates, and we are pleased to announce 37 
teams  qualified for the second round of the competition. 
Congratulations to Year 11 students Harry Chen, 
Harrison Luff, Tharuniyan Kanesalingam, Callum Kwan, 
Year 10 students Oluwaferanmi Akodu and Ojas Tiwari, 
and Year 9 students Amogh Bhat and Arnav Sharma for 
being among the top four performing teams from the 
school in the first round.

Advent of Code Challenge
Congratulations to Ayomiposi Awoyemi on completing 
this Challenge during the Christmas break. The ‘Advent 
of Code’ is an Advent calendar of programming puzzles 
which can be solved in any programming language; the 
aim of the challenge is to collect a total of 50 stars by 
solving two puzzles per day.   

Chess
Aneesh Sagar won the online U1700 Four Nations 
Chess League, open to people around the country.St 
Olave’s competed in an online chess tournament with 34 
other schools and over 500 players. We were thrilled to 
come 3rd, only missing out on 1st place by 3 points. We 
fielded an impressive 38 players across all year groups! 
Well done to Aaravamudhan Balaji, Aditya Verma, 
Aryan Sanka, Aritro Dhar, Saahil Bansal and Shobhit 
Jha for their impressive scores.
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The Faculty of Science

I    n writing this introduction to the Science Faculty, 
some quotes came to mind as being particularly apt. 

You may recognise some of them.

“Nobody told me there’d be days like these, strange days 
indeed “

What a year that was! As with the previous year, 2020-
21 was a unique and challenging year for the Science 
Faculty, and once again our staff and students rose to all 
the challenges thrown at them throughout the year. 

“I can be a better me than anyone else.”

As ever, in Science our aim is to be a true learning 
community and we all strive to communicate this love of 
learning to our students. Opportunities for out of school 
learning are actively promoted and we make a point of 
mentioning interesting developments and new ideas to 
students. 

“We need to internalize this idea of excellence. Not many 
folks spend a lot of time trying to be excellent.”

After a supreme effort by the students, the public 
examination results achieved by Years 11 and 13 
were again outstanding. Wonderful results all round. 
Congratulations to all our students on those outstanding 
achievements. The students adapted wonderfully to the 
challenges of bubbles, blended and remote learning and 
all the other many out-of-the-ordinary difficulties that 
the year presented. They emerged from the lockdown 
to sit mock and summer exams and their performance 
was truly remarkable. We are very fortunate to be able to 
teach such a motivated, inquisitive and intelligent cohort 
of students. We look forward to welcoming our new 6th 
Form students and wish all those students embarking on 
University courses or careers all the best for the future.

“We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other 
things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard, 
because that goal will serve to organize and measure the 

best of our energies and skills.”

Students also excelled in National Competitions and 
Olympiads, proving themselves capable of competing 
with the most able students throughout the country. 
As always it is incredible that so many of our students 
actually volunteer to sit such rigorous tests of their 
scientific knowledge, resilience and ability to adapt their 
understanding to complex situations. Their motivation 

and desire to overcome ridiculously difficult problems is 
inspirational. 

“Look up at the stars and not down at your feet. Try to make 
sense of what you see, and wonder about what makes the 

universe exist. Be curious.”

Academic success is only one part of the work of the 
Faculty, with many clubs and societies thriving in the 
department. The quality of presentations given at 
clubs such as Natural Sciences Society, Physics and 
Engineering Society, Medics Society and Chemistry 
Society is astonishing, as is the breadth of topics covered. 
Lower School students have their own clubs (CREST 
Club, Junior Natural Sciences Society, Junior Chemistry 
Society) which encourage them to try out experiments 
that go above and beyond the curriculum. Many of the 
societies produce high quality journals, and are beautifully 
written and presented. The ingenuity and enthusiasm of 
the students during school closure meant that many of 
the clubs and societies continued to run remotely. It was 
great to witness the determination and resilience that the 
students displayed at a very difficult time.

“Whatever your life’s work is, do it well. A man should do 
his job so well that the living, the dead, and the unborn 

could do it no better.” 

Although I do not usually mention the staff, other than 
to thank everyone, or mention those who are leaving the 
department, they really do deserve special mention this 
year. We have all had to adapt to teaching Science outside 
labs and without practicals (one of the key aspects in 
furthering understanding of the subject). As an example, 
Sixth Form students were given the opportunity to 
carry out the experiments they required to meet the 
requirements of their courses. Keeping everyone safe 
was a huge logistical effort, and was a very successful 
aspect of the year. Ms Marwood and Mrs Johnson and 
our amazing team of technicians did a fantastic job in 
co-ordinating the whole process for their respective 
departments.

“ You may never know what results come of your actions, but 
if you do nothing, there will be no results.”

Staff also adapted their teaching during lockdown, 
providing exciting on-line lessons and giving the students 
the opportunity to continue to progress. An INSET in 
January on ‘Teaching in the Online Classroom’ provided 
lots of new ideas and they were rapidly deployed to great 
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effect. The necessity for Teacher Assessed Grades meant 
that there was no respite at the end of the year. All three 
departments followed a rigorous process in marking 
scripts and assessing data. It was a huge commitment 
by all the staff that gave our students the fairest possible 
outcomes. As I wrote at the start, what a year!

“Appreciation can make a day, even change a life. Your 
willingness to put it into words is all that is necessary.”

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank 
our students and the Science Faculty team (and it is very 
much a team) for their unfailing support, good humour, 
commitment, dedication and consistently going above 
and beyond expectations. I am also grateful, as always, 
for the support of our parents throughout the year, but 
particularly this year. As the father of two secondary 
school children, I have experienced lockdown/self 
isolation education from the perspective of a parent, and 
know just how demanding it is. 

I look forward to another challenging and successful 
year. As my family in Scotland would say “Lang may yer 
lum reek.”

PS the quotes are from John Lennon, Diana Ross, Barack Obama, 
John F. Kennedy, Professor Stephen Hawking, 
Dr Martin Luther King Jr., Mahatma Gandhi, Margaret 
Cousins and the last one is from my Mum.

Astronomy
As part of a series of talks/events about Mars to celebrate 
National Astronomy Week, Professor Sanjeev Gupta, 
who has previously spoken at the Olavian Lecture 
Series, delivered an online talk about the new NASA 
rover landing next February.

Student Publications
Natural Sciences Society released a digital journal in lieu 
of a physical publication, considering the severity of the 
ongoing pandemic.

Chemistry Journal
Congratulations to editor of 
the Chemistry Journal, Surya 
Senthilkumar.  Issue 3 of the 
Chemistry Journal is a fantastic 
collection of articles that shows how 
chemistry is such a diverse subject 
area and links in with other topics 
such as medicine, biology, physics 
and manufacturing. Chemistry 
really does impact many other fields 

of work. Thank you to everyone who was involved in 
making Issue 3 possible and well done to those who 
contributed such amazing articles. 

Physics
The Physics Department created innovative ways to 
socially distance and allow students to remain within 
their zone and bubble by using the fine weather and the 
PA Quad to carry out Physics practicals. Year 12 students 
completed an oscilloscope practical using a mobile 
telephone app as a frequency generator and another app 
as an oscilloscope. 

CREST Awards
Year 13 students, Tennyson Cerase and Daniel Pereira, 
achieved Silver Awards for their investigation entitled, 
‘Why is Coca Cola such a successful company?’ in which 
they performed chemical (and taste!) tests on a number 
of competing cola brands. Ameya Athawale worked 
independently and gained his Silver CREST award over 
the Summer, looking for the ideal growing conditions 
for garden peas.

Chemistry Olympiad 
The imposed lockdown did not deter our A level 
Chemistry students from entering the RSC Chemistry 
Olympiad. Supervised by teachers through the Gallery 
function on Teams, they completed the challenging 
problems and gained 6 Gold, 17 Silver and 37 Bronze 
certificates. This is the highest number of Gold certificates 
achieved by students and special congratulations go to 
Bharathsri (Year 12), who scored top marks this year and 
was invited to take part in the second round.

British Physics Olympiad
Our Year 13 Physicists produced record breaking 
results in Round 1 of the British Physics Olympiad, 
achieving an amazing 3 Golds, 2 Silver and 7 Bronze 
awards in a gruelling test of concentration, resilience, 
and knowledge way above the level of the A Level 
curriculum. Congratulations to Daksh Kaushik, 
Linus Luu and Joshua Selfridge on their outstanding 
performances. Daksh and Linus both achieved ‘Top 
Golds’ placing them in the top few percent of the 1600 
(very able) students that sat the exam nationally. They 
will now progress to Round 2, giving them a chance to 

                    Neil Stewart
        Head of Physics and Head of Science Faculty
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be the first students from St Olave’s to make the British 
Team. Special mention also goes to Arunabh Bagchi 
and Priya Osborne for gaining Silver awards. Those who 
participated had already emerged from a tough selection 
process just to reach Round 1 so they all deserve to be 
congratulated. 

British Physics Olympiad Senior Challenge
Our Year 12 students performed fantastically well. 34 
students took part and all of them achieved a graded 
award. 12 students managed to achieve a Gold award 
which puts them in the top 15% of physicists in the 
country! A further 16 achieved Silver which is testament 
to their hard work and dedication to their studies. 
Congratulations to all the students who took part.

Chemistry at Home
There were some very interesting entries for Dr Seuss’ 
Green Eggs with a chemistry twist to the chemistry of 
COVID-19. Well done to winners Keshav Sheshadri 
and Wessel Haartsen and to runners-up Rishinan 
Ravichandran and Sriram Senthil. Special mention also 
goes to Apollo Fourniadis and Neal Ye for their creative 
entries.

Science
After studying 
the molecular 
models of 
Crick and 
Watson and 
Sir Harry 
Kroto, 10J 
furthered their 
knowledge 
of chemical 

bonding and structures by making their own models 
using food items.

Chemistry 
10K carried out chemistry practicals on structure and 
bonding at home (supervised by their parents!) and 
investigated the melting and boiling points of various 
substances. 

Year 12 Chemistry
Students are experimenting in the lab - finding out the 
enthalpy of neutralisation of an acid and an alkali. They 
have started to complete the practical requirement of the 
A Level course. The Chemistry Department are pleased 
to be able to reinforce the theory that we have been 
teaching our Year 12 students.  

Cambridge Chemistry Challenge Lower 
Sixth
Congratulations to the 52 Year 13 students who entered 
this Challenge in July. 44 students were awarded 
medals, including Kathir Saravanan, Ishaan Bhargava, 
Toan Truong, Charlotte Heard, Anthony Lu, Aaditya 
Deshmukh and Adrian Manickarajah who won Gold 
medals. Well done to Bharathsri Sivasritharan who 
gained the top mark, winning a Roentgenium medal and 
was invited to attend a chemistry summer school at St. 
Catherine’s College, Cambridge.     

Caius Explore Competition
Congratulations to Surya Senthilkumar whose essay 
was selected as a favourite entry for the Caius Explore 
Competition in Medicine/Biological Natural Sciences 
by Caius College Cambridge.

Medics Society
The Society was up and running again within the Year 
12 and Year 13 bubbles. The Year 13 presidential team 
pre-recorded an introductory PowerPoint presentation 
and James Jupp, one of the current Year 13 leadership 
team, prepared an excellent presentation on Orthopaedics 
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entitled ‘Fractures and Bone Healing’. Year 12 student, 
Bharathsri Sivasritharan, has been made an honorary 
member of the leadership team, to act as liaison between 
the year groups. 

Student Achievements
Sophie Lee was awarded a Highly Commended Prize 
for her entry to the Cottrell Essay Competition for 
Medicine run by Cambridge University.     

British Biology Olympiad
Ten Year 13 students, and one Year 12 student, took 
part in the online British Biology Olympiad and I am 
delighted to report that all students gained an award. 
Gold awards were achieved by Pravinija Sivakumar, 
Sophie Lu, Jonah McDonald, Isabelle Soo and Tennyson 
Cerase. Sophie scored so highly that she has been invited 
to attend the second round of the competition and is 
hoping to go on to represent the UK in the International 
Biology Olympiad. Silver awards were achieved by Aden 
Ho, Anya Charman Jones, and also Daksh Mehta, who is 
currently in Year 12. Congratulations to Amelia Waterton 
who achieved a Bronze Award and Katherine Stanton 
and Erin Randall who were Highly Commended.

Isaac Physics
Congratulations to the Physics Department who have 

been awarded Isaac Physics Embedded 
School Status at Bronze level. Isaac Physics 
is a project funded by the Department of 
Education and it allows all students to gain 
free access to high quality Physics learning 
resources.  

Physics and Engineering Society
The Society has continued this year, despite the ongoing 
disruptions and this term a new team of presidents 
was elected: Lara Tatli – President; James Perry - 
Vice President; Caleb Lee - Vice President; Pradhay 
Amarnath - Journal Editor.

Members were treated to several excellent talks, 
including one by Old Olavian James Burtonshaw. James 
now works in industry and very kindly put together a 
remote talk entitled ‘Oil – Dead or Reborn: The Physics 
of Hydraulic Fracturing’. They have also had a joint 
talk with Natural Sciences Society about Careers in 
Bio-Physics and many other interesting discussions such 
as ‘Applications of Machine Learning in Discovery of 
Exoplanets’ and ‘The Physics of Helicopter Flight’.
Junior Physics Olympiad

Students in Year 10 took part in the annual Physics 
Olympiad Junior Challenge, achieving fantastic results 
with almost half of the students who took part (56) 
gaining a Gold Award. Golds are awarded to only 14% 
of the students taking the challenge nationwide, making 
this a notable success. A further 45 students achieved 
Silver and 15 received a Bronze Award. Congratulations 
to all involved!   

‘Mission to Mars’
Hardiv Harshakumar, Year 12, successfully completed 
this remote working software development challenge, 
delivered by Software Cornwall. He earned a badge 
by demonstrating his skills in coding and developing 
solutions using C++ with the application of knowledge of 
Arduino programming and Agile methodology in a team 
challenge to code and test solutions, before deploying 
onto an autonomous robotic rover unit. He used version 
control software and utilised online collaboration tools 
like Github, Discord and Tinkercard to develop work 
in a team environment, simulating a real world remote 
working experience. 

Special Achievements
Tavishi Prasad gained the Industrial Cadets Silver 
Award, which involved over 30 hours of work on ‘The 
study of nanoscale interactions between light and metals’.
Jessica Fraser won the Royal Economic Society Best 
Essay on the ‘Greenhouse Gases’ topic. 

With excellent guidance and support from the Physics 
department, Daksh Kaushik, Year 13, not only managed 
to secure an offer for a place to study Physics at Oxford 
University, but also achieved the sixth highest score in 
the Entrance Test.  
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The Faculty of English & Drama

Covid led to some new projects in the English 
and Drama faculty, making good use of the new 

technology we had started using during lockdown.  As 
we were unable to host our annual Black History Month 
show, we instead hosted a range of podcasts made by 
students and staff about Black brilliance in a range of 
fields.  We enjoyed a podcast a day for the month of 
October, many associated with our school subjects or 
our student led societies, ranging from the myths from 
different African countries to Germany’s colonial past to 
role models in science.  Alongside this we also produced 
our Black History Month magazine with a range of 
fascinating articles written by students.  Educational and 
entertaining, they were a wonderful opportunity for us 
all to learn more.

Ms Smith has continued to grow the Feminist Society 
which has flourished this year, with students from across 
the year groups take part in fascinating discussions and 
talks relevant to the position of women across the world 
today.  A particular highlight was the webinar organised 
by Ms Smith and Year 13 student Camille Saunders, 
and we thank them for their work on this. We continued 
using podcasts for International Women’s day, and for 
each day in March staff made a podcast focusing on their 
favourite female writer.  We hoped this would introduce 
students to new writers and encourage everyone to 
increase the diversity of their reading.  We enjoyed 
hearing more about poets, novelists and journalists.  

We also began our reading around the world project 
which aimed to focus on a different continent each half 
term.  Each week students would be sent a short story 
or poem by a writer from a country in that half term’s 
continent.  We all know we can be guilty of living in 
echo chambers in our reading as well as our lives, so 
this was an opportunity to explore other cultures and 
perspectives.

Martha Hodgson excelled as our Poet Laureate for 
2021 with some fantastic original work.  Students 
also had an opportunity to enjoy more poetry through  
workshops with Kazzum 21 poetry, and took part in 
poetry competitions.  Our playwriting group wrote 
some lovely plays for the National Theatre New Views 
competition, with five students being long listed and 
one of our students from the previous year, Aran Grover, 
being shortlisted for the play he wrote while in Year 13.  
His play received a rehearsed reading with professional 
actors that we were able to watch via zoom.  With trips 
being impossible we made use of The National Theatre 

online and other streaming opportunities.  Literature 
Society has also been going strong with quizzes and 
presentations on ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and Nonsense 
Language.  Thank you to Crystal Nettey, Martha 
Hodgson and Elise Stringfellow for their leadership.

We have also been working hard to develop our schemes 
of work to make them more engaging for our students 
through increasing the diversity and making more 
links to the real world,   Finally I would like to extend 
an enormous thank you to the rest of the English 
department for their professionalism and tireless work 
this year, particularly in regards to the tag process for 
GCSE and A Level.  

Newsquest Young Reporters
Congratulations to Martha Hodgson for being one of 
the winners of the Newsquest Young Reporters scheme.  
The students had to write articles on local stories, meet 
deadlines and hone their journalistic writing skills.             

Playwriting Group
Our students have enjoyed two workshops with the 
playwright Jennifer Farmer. They have looked at ways of 
building characters from the items they carry in their 
pockets, to their childhood memories to create someone 
who is convincing to the audience. Jennifer also helped 
them to explore the world of their play and consider how 
their character fits into it. This was a great opportunity 
for our students, and we thank the National Theatre for 
this.   

Poet Laureate
It is time to thank James Perry, our Poet Laureate for 
2020, and announce his successor for 2021. We had 
a superb range of entries responding to the BLM 
movement, the Trump administration and of course the 
Coronavirus pandemic and dealing with lockdown. We 
had such a fantastic response that we have decided to 
have one Poet Laureate and two Poetry Ambassadors, 
with each Ambassador receiving £50. Congratulations to 
our new Ambassadors, Arjun Thakar and Joseph Davies, 
and to our Poet Laureate 2021, Martha Hodgson. We 

Alexandra Wilkie
S___Head of  Faculty  



look forward to enjoying their work over the coming 
year. 

National Poetry Day
Thank you to Old Olavian, and former Olavian Poet 
Laureate, Edwin Roberts, who contributed to our poetry 
feed as part of National Poetry Day.

O Clouds Unfold
There were days when mauve clouds would bring

the wild light of wonder;
 it would whirl around me

and elucidate young performers on a stage. 
Myfavourite tale: launching a rocket like an arrow 

from a bow,
space explorers bound from star to star. 

Bullet points of a research paper,
 underlined by a smile sent kindling 

with the burning embers of the stories we shared; 
memories on a film of immutable gold.

There were days when mauve clouds would bring
the hurling rain upon drenched fields, 

and you’d throw mea stunning, yearning pass. 
I’d leap and land in an infinite library,

 my lost poems erased, 
pages among a wreck of splintered arrows,

but, 
in time, 

I have always depended on the kindness of
friends

 (a new story, after A Streetcar Named Desire) ...

Debating
Congratulations to the four Olavian teams, eight keen 
debaters, who competed in a competition against 
other schools. These rounds consisted of the following 
motions: ‘This house would require all schools to be 
co-educational’, ‘This house would prohibit the private 
ownership of art deemed historically or culturally 
significant’, ‘Assuming technology exists this house would 
remove fear from soldiers’ and finally ‘This house would 
cap every company’s highest salary at 10x the lowest 
salary within that company.’ With ten schools, including 
Westminster and Dulwich, and 40 individual teams 
competing, we were excited to find out that our top two 
speakers (Scarlett O’Keefe and Shrey Choudhary) were 
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placed joint 25th out of 80, and our top team, consisting 
of Jahnavi Singh and Scarlett O’Keefe placed 17th out of 
40. The teams gained extremely valuable and insightful 
experience that will surely prove extremely useful in their 
next competition. Thank you to their debate coach, Wren 
Welfare, for their dedication and commitment, and to 
Miss Benham for her help and guidance.       

Oxford Schools Debating Competition 
Year 12 Debating Society, run by Wren Welfare, 
participated in this event. Four teams consisting of two 
individuals each covered two rounds of intense debates 
over Zoom against over 40 other teams. As the first 
motion was announced, ‘This House Believes the Media 
should not Report on the Private Lives of Politicians,’ 
the eight individuals had to prepare a five-minute speech 
in under 15 minutes, with no previous preparation 
and no access to outside knowledge. After an intense 
40 minutes of continuous debating, the teams were 
given their next motion, ‘This House Prefers a World 
where the Research, Writing and Teaching of History 
Focuses on Studying the Lives of Ordinary Individuals 
as Opposed to that of Important Leaders of Society’. 
This motion was very specific and different to any the 
team had encountered before. After a long evening of 
debating, we were delighted to hear that our second team, 
Martha Hodgson and Gail Joshua Yip, broke through 
to the nationals. All were immensely proud, especially 
as St Olave’s was the only state school to do so. Thank 
you to Wren Welfare for their continuous support and 
commitment to improvement, with constant feedback 
that has helped the team reach this point and to Miss 
Benham and Miss Clift for their support of the Society 
and attendance at competitions. Congratulations to 
Laura Gander and Alfie Holland, Zachariah Fischer 
and Thomas Magee-Brown, Ebunoluwa Bello and Nils 
André, for participating and doing so well in our first 
competition, and good luck to Martha Hodgson and 
Gail Johsua Yip in the next round.
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Kazzum Arts
The English Department hosted a virtual meeting 
aimed at furthering understanding of migration by 
highlighting the positives, building empathy and 
challenging negative stereotypes. Guided by Creative 
Arts organisation Kazzum Arts, we were quizzed on 
statistical misconceptions. Most thought that 35% 
of the UK population might be refugees but came to 
understand that less than 1% actually are. Students 
learned that 40% of the UK’s refugees are children - a 
frightening statistic.  They then considered some famous 
migrant names that have made key contributions to 
society like Rita Ora, Mo Farah and Albert Einstein 
and were encouraged to celebrate diversity.  Kazzum 
shared an animation, ‘Joe Like This’, that demonstrated 
how limiting the life chances of refugees are when they 
do not have papers and the opportunity to work and 
contribute to our society.  Students identified why the 
limitations exist and the top five places across the world 
that refugees currently flee – so demonstrating excellent 
general knowledge. The presenters praised our students’ 
deep thinking, insightful questions and engagement. 
The boys connected the dots from Britain’s colonial past 
to places that still today suffer civil war and unstable 
governance.  Then the turned to writing.; first collecting 
ideas guided by the poet, Arji, to balance the reality with 
hope, to compose similes and finally a metaphor using 
our senses.  The boys were attentive and clearly moved 
by the session which was our first opportunity to host 
external speakers again. Their compassion was evident in 
the poems they produced and shared. 

Special Achievements
Congratulations to Rishi Nandakumar who performed 
as the lead Danny Zuko in a musical production of 
‘Grease’ by the Spotlight Theatre School in May. There 
were lots of foot-tapping numbers performed by the 
talented group of boys and girls as they put on a fantastic 
show for the family and friends in the audience.
Year 9 student, Keshav Sheshadri, won a 50% scholarship 
to attend a summer school at Cambridge University 
after his performance in this year’s Immerse Education 
Essay Competition.
Mayukh Jayagopal achieved a Merit in his recent NEW 
ERA Grade 8 Reading for Performance exam.
    
LAMDA
Ethan Abeelack, gained a Distinction in his Level 5 
Public Speaking examination. 
Sophie Lee was awarded a Distinction for Grade 8 
(Gold medal) Acting.
Abhinav Tavva achieved a Distinction in his Grade 8 
Award.
Rishi Nandakumar and Tanish Arjaria both achieved a 
Distinction in their Grade 6 Bronze Medal Duo Acting 
exam.
Sebastian Garnham-Jong passed his Grade 8 Speech 
and Drama examination during lockdown via Zoom and 
achieved a Distinction.

Black History Month
We have been making changes over the last few years to 
our curriculum to make it more reflective of the students 
we teach. As we were unable to hold our annual Black 
History Month show, a series of podcasts on a wide 
array of topics were organised instead. Alongside this, 



English-Speaking Union
Members of the Year 12 Debating Team took part in the 
English-Speaking Union’s Mace competition, opposing 
the motion: ‘This House Believes that government 
economic policy should prioritise the collective 
happiness and well-being of the population over 
economic growth.’ Taking part as a swing team they were 
excluded from progressing further in the competition, 
but they performed well, creating solid arguments about 
the difficulty of measuring and quantifying happiness as 
well as effectively using personal anecdotes to convince 
the audience. Feedback for all three of the competitors, 
Arjun Thakar, Zachariah Fischer and Wren Welfare, 
reflected the strength of their performance and the 
event served as an excellent practice for the rest of the 
Debating season

Old Olavian, Seyi Adeleye (2015-2017) took part 
in a documentary project, sharing her thoughts and 
experiences as a fourth-year medical student at University 
College Hospital, London.  Seyi was interviewed by the 
Guardian about her work helping on the Covid-19 ICU 
wards during the pandemic.

departments introduced a variety of topics into lessons 
(eg black Tudors in history). The podcasts provided an 
opportunity to introduce students to a huge range of 
historical and cultural topics which they found to be 
engaging, entertaining and a rich source for discussion.          

National Theatre
As last year’s New Views playwriting festival did not take 
place due to Covid, the entries were entered along with 
those from this year’s cohort into this year’s competition. 
Nine of our students made it to the final 100, and Aran 
Grover’s play ‘At Home With Gavin and Fran’, was one 
of the finalists. His dark comedy will receive a rehearsed 
reading by professional actors at The National Theatre 
and he was invited to speak about the experience on 
Radio Kent. A huge congratulations to him, and to all 
the students who took part.    

Cambridge Summer School Essay 
Competition
Congratulations to the following students on their 
successes in the Immerse Education Essay Competition, 
winning places at the Cambridge University summer 
schools. Upanshu Tyagi (Year 11) – Architecture; 
Wafi Ali (Year 10) – Economics; Sophie Lee (Year 
12) - Medicine (scholarship); Arjun Javagal (Year 10) 
– Economics; Vaibhav Mehra (Year 11) – Physics. We 
know that a number of our students applied for places 
and would like to congratulate everybody who has 
written a successful essay.
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Chaplaincy

During the difficulties of an abnormal year, the 
Chapel became a place of study, exams and small 

group distanced meetings. As we could not have services 
and space was tight with distancing, it was requisitioned 
for other educational purposes. It was sad to not be able 
to use it for its purpose and also not be able to offer it 
for the quiet reflection it extends to so many who need a 
place of sanctuary. Even so, the altar was kept in correct 
liturgical colours and the Chaplain used quiet times to 
offer prayer and work through the needs of the school.

We have been able to develop the Wellbeing area, and 
this was and is vital, as students found the restrictions 
of Covid learning a real drain on their mental health. 
The area itself is comfortable, friendly, welcoming and 
quiet which allows it to give support and peace to those 
seeking help and respite. This area now has the Chapel 
and Chaplain, Wellbeing and Mental Health resources, 
our Pastoral Care worker and School Counsellors. The 
vision of creating a space for the whole person is being 
realised effectively.

As we were unable to celebrate Commemoration for 
the second year, we filmed a socially distanced service 
with the prefects which was put on the school website 
allowing others to join us remotely as we gave thanks 
for our school and all who had the vision to begin the 
work. All our assemblies, for some considerable time, 
were presented remotely either through Power Point or 
video and these were used in classrooms at Tutor times.

Assemblies and Thought for The Day continued 
throughout everything, remotely, but giving opportunity 
for reflection, for learning and for challenge in personal 
and school life. Themes reflected the Vision of Life in 
all its fullness for all and offered Bible readings, stories, 
thoughts and ideas to encourage independence, resilience 
and look after Mental Health and Wellbeing in our ever 
changing environment.

In September it was significant to realise that our Year 
7’s and 8’s had not experienced any Chapel Services, 
full Great Hall assemblies, end of year Celebrations or 
Commemoration. This is a gaping hole in the traditions 
and life of the school. As much as we tried to return to 
more normality in the Autumn Term, rising cases saw 
us go back to virtual assemblies and no Chapel Services 
for a number of weeks.  As we began Services again it 
was a real blessing and encouragement to find a Chapel 
choir remerging, even after so long without Services. 
They have worked faithfully and with passion as we have 

re-established Wednesday Chapel Communion. Our 
Wakeham Savoy choristers have had a challenging time, 
with Covid rules on singing and services, but as soon as 
they were allowed, they returned to serving The Queen’s 
Chapel of the Savoy with enthusiasm and musical 
blessing. 

For Harvest, although unable to meet for a service, we 
were able to collect and had excellent amounts of vital 
food and items picked up by the Bromley Food Bank 
who were very grateful. Once again, we were able to help 
those less fortunate than ourselves. We also had one of 
our sixth form collect warm coats for distribution to 
the homeless and this resulted in him receiving a local 
charity award for his work.

All Souls is always a poignant time of year and with a 
heavy heart and on my own, as rules dictated, I prayed 
for all those we had lost, many from Covid, and it was a 
privilege to offer the names of all to be remembered by 
staff and students. Candles were lit in memory and as a 
symbol of light in the darkness, as we remembered.

As we began to use the Chapel for services again it was 
wonderful to be able to replace the old chairs with new, 
bright red, stackable chairs. Much more comfortable, 
brightening up the room and producing all sorts of 
amazing colours when the sun shines through the blocks 
of coloured glass on each corner. It has made the Chapel 
even more inviting for those who just need to sit, to be 
quiet, to mull over life and its quandaries.

We were able to carry out our Remembrance Service in 
November, on a much smaller scale, but we were led by 
our prefects and choir in readings, music, reflections and 
the laying of wreathes at our memorial. We observed the 
silence in the traditional way with Last Post and Reveille 
played from the balcony. 
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We have been able to restart our Le Chavetois community 
service programme, on a smaller scale, but students have 
been able to secure placements in charity shops, schools, 
hospitals and care homes. Covid is still impacting on all 
our lives and our community and will do so for many 
years to come. Within school we are learning to live with 
it and adapt with incredible fluidity and resilience. A 
testament to the staff and students of St Olave’s.

We continue to stand as a beacon in this area. You cannot 
really miss the Chapel, and as we move on I hope and 
pray the life of the Chapel and Wellbeing area will grow 
and serve this community to the glory of God.

‘Insight’ 
Year 13 students, Rose Hind and William Song, together 
with Mrs Maxwell, created this publication, which 
demonstrates how Olavians take their study beyond the 
classroom. The challenges facing all of us during these 
times cannot be underestimated and the impact these 
challenges have on wellbeing has to be acknowledged. I 
hope journals like this serve to encourage people to feel 
they can talk about issues they face and recognise the 
need to engage with appropriate support.       

Wellbeing Room 
The school’s commitment to wellbeing is further 
highlighted with the investment made into the setting 
up of the new Wellbeing Room, permanently staffed by 
the Pastoral Support Worker, Ms Ward.  Students can 
drop in, some have scheduled meetings with Ms Ward, 
and for others it is a quiet space for reflection. The aim 
of this service is to enable students to further consider 
where they are at emotionally and for us to signpost 
them in the direction of further support. Shelby, our 
wellbeing dog, certainly 
seems to help lift spirits 
and provides a different 
dynamic to the school 
environment.   

Reverend Dr Julie Bowen
        School Chaplain 
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A Year of Music

In September 2020, St Olave’s reopened its doors again 
to all students and staff, as the country attempted to 

bounce back from the effects of a global pandemic. 
Never has the word “bubbles” been more used than 
during this period, a time when out of necessity Olavians 
were strictly divided along year-group lines in terms of 
both physical space and even daily schedule. Of course, 
one of the significant negative effects resulting from 
this was that group music-making could not run as it 
previously had done for decades. Fortunately, with many 
additional health and safety measures in place, one-to-
one instrumental and vocal tuition, suspended since the 
Spring, could now operate again.

The Music Department was grateful that, through 
increased sanitisation of our building and the shared 
equipment, much of the curriculum could still be 
delivered in our two specialist classrooms, despite a 
system of seven separate year-group zones in place at 
school. Practical music became possible again, as did 
composing with the help of Sibelius software. After six 
months without such opportunities, everyone was very 
glad to experience music back in their lives in these ways.

Through risk mitigation and careful monitoring, we 
all learned more about the virus and how to live safely 
alongside each other under what became dubbed “the new 
normal”. New IT solutions gradually became embedded 
into everyone’s practice to enable live remote-learning to 
take place. We created a video to share with the school 
community as part of an Act of  Remembrance for 
those who died in the two World Wars. Within this, we  
included Edward Cameron playing the Last Post and 
Reveille on the trumpet. Along with a Chapel service 
also shared online, our video helped unite students 
and friends of the school in our important annual 
commemoration.

Technology also made it possible for students to send 
us video recordings of themselves performing solo 
musical items, which were uploaded as a series of online 
‘concerts’ on YouTube. Many submissions were received 
from students in all year-groups, a variety of both sung 
and instrumental items. In an arrangement by Alfie 
Beston, The Jazz Chickens performed the school hymn 
Jerusalem for all viewers to enjoy. It was a joy to be able 
to see and hear the music students were working on 
individually, while live concerts still could not go ahead.

We even managed to put together a Christmas message, 
with present and past members of the Chamber Choir 
all contributing recordings of themselves singing Hark! 

The herald-angels sing in full four-part harmony. Special 
thanks go to Old Olavian Lucy Morrell for providing 
the organ accompaniment and to Alfie for producing the 
finished audio track.

Further developments in our technological capacity led 
eventually to the possibility of music tuition via live video, 
which became crucial at the point we were all plunged 
into the country’s second lockdown in January 2021. 
Despite glitchy connections and asynchronous remote 
piano accompanying, students and our visiting music 
tutors made the best of the situation! Though never a 
permanent substitute for face-to-face teaching, these 
interim arrangements did at least ensure that students 
could once again benefit from this valuable part of their 
education.

The first few months of 2021 were very challenging 
for everyone, not least for students and staff trying 
to minimise the negative effects of the pandemic on 
learning and development. It was with a tentative sense of 
relief and hope therefore that, facilitated by the national 
vaccine roll-out, the process of opening up our school 
could commence in March. The Savoy Choristers were 
the first at St Olave’s to convene again in small ‘bubbles’. 
With the return to in-person services at the Queen’s 
Chapel of the Savoy planned for late in the summer 
term, the choristers resumed their training after the long 
break and started to familiarise themselves again with 
the repertoire. Somewhat depleted in number, I was 
particularly proud of the boys’ resilience. It was similarly 
heartening that, in response to our promotion of the 
choristership scheme this year, we had a record number 
of successful Year 5 applicants, proceeding to the voice 
test stage. Voices ringing out once more throughout the 
school seemed symbolic of a wider recovery and, after 
difficult times, a glimmer of hope for the future.

Matthew Price
        Director of Music 
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The Ivors Composer Awards 2020
Old Olavian Robert Laidlow (2005-2012) was 
nominated for this prestigious award which celebrates 
the best new musical works for classical, jazz and sound 
art.  Robert’s music is honoured alongside that of other 
such outstanding composers and pioneers of British 
music as Sir Harrison Birtwistle CH, Rachel Portman 
OBE and Judith Weir CBE as a nominee for one of 
these prestigious awards.  His piece ‘Aroha’ for string 
quartet is one of only five shortlisted submissions from 
across the UK in the small chamber music category.

Music Technology
During Lockdown three Year 9 GCSE musicians learnt 
about the use of music technology and studio effects 
in the 1970’s, specifically related to one of their GCSE 
set works, ‘Killer Queen’ by Queen. Year 9 student 
Alfred created a video and presented this to his class, 
demonstrating the main differences between recording 
studio techniques in the 1970s and those used in the 
modern day. 

Special Achievements
Aaran Sudhir achieved a Distinction in his Grade 5 
Music Theory examination.
Sean Lee achieved a Distinction in his Grade 7 piano.
Siddharth Mishra won 3rd place in the solo category at 
the online Maidstone Music Festival.
David Wade delivered an online musical performance of 
‘Delightful’ by Mark Nightingale.
Pradhay Amarnath achieved Distinction in his Grade 7 
Electronic Keyboard exam.
Nilay Balaji achieved a Distinction in his Grade 5 
ABRSM Piano Theory. 
James Guest achieved a Distinction in his Grade 6 
saxophone examination.
Aarav Gupta achieved Grade 6 in his piano examination.
Neal Ye achieved Grade 7 in his piano examination.
Aditya Palaniappan achieved Grade 8 in his guitar 
examination.
Callum Kwan achieved Grade 8 in his piano examination, 
as well as Grade 3 in violin.
Kasim Rehman passed his Grade 5 Music Theory with 
Distinction, and also his Grade 5 exam in Piano.
Aneeq Weerasinghe gained a Distinction in his Trinity 
College Grade 3 Piano examination.
Tanish Arjaria passed his Grade 4 piano examination 
with Merit. 
Aneeq Weerasinghe gained a Distinction in his Trinity 
College Grade 3 Piano examination.
Tanish Arjaria passed his Grade 4 piano examination 
with Merit.
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The Department of French

When we started the new academic year in 
September 2021, we all had to adapt to different 

zones and classrooms as teachers were moving while 
students were staying in their zones. This situation 
presented its challenges but little did we know how long 
Covid would prevent us from returning to “normal”, 
which for a foreign language is particularly critical. 

While several planned outings were simply cancelled 
until the end of the academic year, the French 
Department continued to ensure the best outcome for 
our students, as you can see below from the opportunities 
given to them online. Preparation had been made for the 
usual residential visits to Paris with Sixt formers and 
Normandy for Year 10s as well as maintaining the Year 
9 exchange. These plans have been carried forward to 
2022. 

To this effect, we took the opportunity of a slot in 
Activities Week 2 for Year 10 students to take part in a 
television treasure hunt entirely in French, with the help 
of a map of Normandy and visual clues in order to bring 
Normandy to them! Pity St Olave’s does not yet have a 
helicopter pad for the contestants! In the same vein, on 
the 14th July, the Year 8 classes studying French watched 
a documentary on the French Revolution, prepared a 
short piece of research on life conditions at the time 
of the revolution and were asked to write a page in the 
diary of a peasant or an aristocrat, in target language, 
to commemorate Bastille Day on the appropriate day. 
No guillotines were involved! During that week, Year 
7 students enjoyed a project on Asterix, including an 
Asterix- themed escape room, a presentation by Mr 
Carroll on historical context and the creation of a page 
of comics, with French captions, given the enthusiasm of 
French people for this genre. 

After joining the French Department and the freshly 
reinstated Spanish Department in September 2020 in 
such challenging circumstances, Miss Itzaskun Olalde-
Scott left in July 2021 to get married to her German 
fiancé. Dr Pickett and Ms Napier subsequently joined 
us in September.

The French Department is looking forward to being 
able to travel across the Channel again soon in order to 
challenge, enrich and engage further our students in the 
study of this beautiful language.

Joutes Oratoires Lycéennes
The Institut français and Francophonie UK presented 
the national final of the Joutes Oratoires Lycéennes, 
concluding months of French debating competitions, 
involving hundreds of Sixth Form students from across 
the UK.  Year 12 and 13 students studying French took 
part in a workshop organised by the Institut français, and 
this led to five brave Year 12 students going head to head 
with teams from some of the most prestigious schools 
in the country in the qualifying rounds of the Joutes 
Oratoires, a national French debating competition. The 
national competition takes place every year and this is 
the first time St. Olave’s has taken part. Our three teams 
acquitted themselves brilliantly, all the more so for 
having had very little time to prepare arguments for and 
against the motions: En période de crise sanitaire, les 
gouvernements doivent avoir toute latitude de restreindre 
les libertés individuelles. (In a pandemic, governments 
should be free to curtail civil liberties.); L’intelligence 
artificielle est une menace pour l’humanité. (Artificial 
intelligence is a threat to humanity.); La croissance verte 
est un leurre. (Green growth is a dangerous illusion.)  

The team each debated entirely in French, against 
Sevenoaks School, Tiffin School, Hampton School, 
and The Grey Coat Hospital. Congratulations to Shruti 
Thatikonda and Viraj Seelam who beat the team from 
Eton under the eyes of an adjudicator from the Swiss 
Embassy. Griffin Keemer deserves a special mention for 
being a ‘team’ all on his own against standard teams of 
two students. Our fierce French debaters are hoping to 
sharpen their skills by running their own society at St. 
Olave’s.

La Semaine de la Francophonie
To celebrate this annual event, the French Department 
organised a week of different lesson contents based on 
the French-speaking world.  Year 10 translated poetry 
and experienced an escape room using the imperative 
mood, Years 7 and 9 worked on a project on a country 
of their choice using the future tense, Year 7 focussed on 
sports in French-speaking countries. 
French Prefects, Shruti and Griffin, contributed slides on 
French speaking countries and the Académie Française as 
part of a presentation circulated to all Form Tutors, with 
Kahoot quizzes for tutor groups as a follow on. Pupils and 
members of staff from across the school (teaching and 
non-teaching) were invited to test their level of written 
French in the traditional shape of a ‘dictée’ (French 
dictation). This is how children throughout France have 
always practised their accuracy and is part of everyone’s 

Isabelle Saunders
        Head of French 
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school memories. Thanks to Mr Harris in the canteen, 
a French menu was offered mid-week and thanks to Dr 
Sidhu, some insight into the French-speaking world was 
made available on the school’s public screens. It was also 
possible to take part in the Grand Quiz organised by the 
High Commission of Canada in the UK.

Lancaster University MFL Prize 2021
Shruti Thatikonda’s essay was selected internally among 
other submissions from Year 12 students on the following 
topic: ‘To what extent do languages facilitate inclusivity 
in the modern world?’ Only one essay per school per 
language could be submitted. Together with being one 
of the MFL prefects, Shruti is waiting to hear form her 
interview at Cambridge University to read French and 
Russian ab initio. 

‘Le pas le plus notable vers l’internationalisme tel que 
nous le connaissons aujourd’hui est venu du président 
Américain Woodrowe Wilson qui, après avoir vu les 
horreurs de la première guerre mondiale, a créé la Ligue 
des Nations où les pays pouvaient régler leurs différends 
par la voie diplomatique au lieu de sur un champ de 
bataille. Bien que différentes cultures se mélangent 
plus que jamais, le renouveau troublant des attitudes 
xénophobes appelle un besoin accru de reconnaître notre 
humanité commune.
Le pouvoir collectif des pays leur donne plus de portée et 
de pouvoir que des pays singuliers dont le pouvoir peut 
être exploité pour une grande amélioration humanitaire. 
Des objectifs de développement durable ont été fixés par 
les Nations Unies, à atteindre d’ici 2030, pour améliorer 

la vie des populations du monde entier. Parmi les 17 
objectifs, ils visent à éradiquer la faim, la pauvreté et les 
inégalités entre les sexes dans le monde, ainsi qu’à lutter 
contre le changement climatique, promouvoir la justice 
et un accès généralisé à l’eau et à l’assainissement. En 
fait, leur 17e objectif est un partenariat mondial pour 
rendre les objectifs réalisables. Alors que les dégâts de 
la récente pandémie aggravent les cicatrices inégalités, 
insécurité alimentaire et tensions politiques, il est clair 
que la nécessité pour les pays de travailler ensemble pour 
atteindre ces objectifs vitaux est d’une importance sans 
précédent.
Au 21e siecle nous avons une crise de réfugiés. À la fin 
de 2019, 79,5 millions de personnes ont été déplacées de 
force et 1% de la population mondiale a fui ses foyers à la 
suite d’un conflit ou de persécutions. Malheureusement, 
les sentiments xénophobiques et anti-immigrés 
augmentent dans le monde, conduisant à des frontières 
plus strictes. Le taux moyen d’octroi de l’asile en Europe 
est de 63 à 65%, mais pour les Britanniques, il n’est que 
de 28% en 2017. Dans des moments comme ceux-ci, 
nous devons transcender les frontières arbitraires
 entre les nations et accueillir ceux qui sont en danger.
Nulle part l’importance de la coopération internationale 
n’est plus visible que dans les percées que la communauté 
scientifique a réalisées ces derniers temps. Depuis la 
Seconde Guerre mondiale, la coopération scientifique 
s’est développée régulièrement au-delà des frontières 
nationales. L’Agence spatiale européenne fondée en 
1975 et avec 22 États membres effectue un travail d’une 
importance cruciale, comme l’utilisation de satellites pour 
mesurer les changements du niveau de la mer, l’épaisseur 
de la glace de mer et la vitesse de déplacement calottes 
glaciaires pour étudier le changement climatique, peut-
être le plus grand danger pour la civilisation humaine en 
les temps modernes.
Pour conclure, l’internationalisme est peut-être plus 
important aujourd’hui qu’il ne l’a jamais été. La 
communauté internationale doit unir ses efforts pour 
combler le fossé vers un avenir plus heureux, plus sûr 
et plus prospère ensemble, grâce à l’aide humanitaire 
et au progrès scientifique. Avec la collaboration, nous 
pouvons surmonter les différences entre nos cultures 
diverses et riches et favoriser une plus grande tolérance 
et acceptation les uns envers les autres.’

Cinema trip
On Friday 28th 
May, several Year 
12 French students 
went to the Lumière 
cinema, behind the 
Lycée français, in 
South Kensington to 
watch a film entitled 
‘De Gaulle’ closely 
linked to ‘Au revoir 
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les enfants’ which is studied as part of the French A 
Level syllabus.

Produced in 2019 and directed by Gabriel Le Bomin, 
the film was nominated for the French César Awards 3 
times. Set at the beginning of WWII, mixing the historic 
and the Romanesque, it illustrates the military debacle as 
well as the revelation of a destiny. It was an excellent 
way for our students to understand better the historic 
background to our film. 

Students’ work
While working from home and inspired by the new 
school website, 7B students were asked to produce their 
own webpage for St Olave’s in order to consolidate their 
knowledge of French school life and related vocabulary. 
The look of these webpages are in close competition with 
our official website!

UK Linguistics Olympiad
A number of  Year 12 students who sat the UK 
Linguistics Olympiad have been recognised with Bronze 
and Silver Award Certificates. Matthew Todorov, 
Elise Stringfellow, William Boyd, and Wren Welfare 
received Silver Award certificates and Abdul-Rahman 
Muazu, Anupam Bandi, Derin Burke, Kiran Pearce, 
and Ritvick Sharma received Bronze Award certificates. 
The students thoroughly enjoyed the challenging paper 
- Frank Shrimpton was so inspired by the questions on 
Native American Indian languages that he researched 
these further and presented his findings to the Modern 
Foreign Languages Society.



The Department of German

The academic year 2020-2021 posed significant 
challenges and obstacles to the German department 

- as it did to the entire school community - not least, 
due to the serious restrictions around international travel 
as a result of the Pandemic, and therefore, the inability 
to run any trips abroad. However, we persevered with 
our pen-pal programme with our partner school in 
Wilhelmshaven, involving students from Year 7 through 
to Year 10 in this. Furthermore, we continued our cultural 
knowledge and immersion through student projects, 
such as posters on art and architectural movements 
from Germany, Austria, and Switzerland, and we even 
managed to run day-trips and excursions to German and 
Austrian cultural centres in London towards the end of 
the year. 

For example, Year 12 students visited the Austrian 
Cultural Forum to see an exhibition on ‘Für das Kind’, 
the Kindertransport during World War Two, and a 
trip to the Goethe Institut to watch the German film, 
‘Curveball’. 

Co-curricular learning was fostered through remote 
learning projects, such as creating a diagram of the solar 
system with the German terminology, and designing 
stop-motion animation videos with German voice-over. 

Similarly, during Activity Week 2, we collaborated with 
both the Classics department on a Linguistics day for 
Year 8, and the History Department on a day of learning 
about the Cold War in Germany for Year 10. 

Our students had a number of successes in various 
competitions, such as the UK Linguistics Olympiad, 
the Oxford German Olympiad, and the Anthea Bell 
Translation Competition (run by Queen’s College, 
Oxford). 

Our fantastic prefects continued to run Languages 
Society every week remotely during the lockdowns, 
where they presented on a huge variety of fascinating 
topics (such as Socio-Linguistics, and the Languages of 
the Star Wars Universe). We are filled with optimism and 
excitement at the next academic year returning to school 
and learning without bubbles, so that we can share the 
love of German across year groups, and to hopefully get 
back to trips abroad.

European Day of Languages
Students had the opportunity to engage with unusual 
facts, quizzes, and games about languages in their 
form time, to learn about how speaking more than 
one language shapes your brain, and to re-watch the 
immensely popular video from last year’s assembly of staff 
and students talking about why languages are important 
to them, in a foreign language. The day also featured 
staff wearing foreign or cultural dress into school – such 
as a traditional Dirndl, hat from Kazakhstan, French 
outfit complete with beret, and others sporting various 
colours of national flags on clothing. MFL Prefects 
ran a baking competition, where entrants sent pictures 
of the baking process and the finished product, with a 
link to the languages and cultures they are studying. 
Nursultan Balkibekov in Year 9 won the school-wide 
Geography short-essay writing competition, organised 
by the Academic Prefects to celebrate European Day 
of Languages, with his thought-provoking essay on 
‘How can geography help to solve problems during this 
pandemic?’

Laura Probodziak
        Head of German 
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of this plan entirely in German to the Goethe Insitut. 

Now that their team has been chosen as one of the 
winning ten across Europe, the four students are set to 
receive 5,000 Euros to either put towards funding their 
planned trip, or if they would rather not go ahead with 
travel due to the implications of Covid-19, they may 
invest this money in an environmentally friendly project 
relating to school or the local area. In addition, each of 
the boys along with Frau Probodziak, who had agreed 
to accompany them on their trip, will receive a folding 
bicycle as a prize.

There will be an online prize giving ceremony later 
in December that the four Year 12 students will be 
attending. We will keep you updated with their plans for 
how to invest the prize money and whether or not their 
tour does go ahead.

Sag’s Mir Podcast
Year 12 student, Matthew Todorov, was part of a team 
of young people who organised, edited, and interviewed 
for the production of a series of podcasts for the Goethe 
Institut’s ‘Sag’s mir’ Podcast. These are designed for 
students learning German and are on the topics of 
culture, politics, and STEM, and how German supports 
and interlinks with all of these.  We are delighted to 
announce that Derin Burke in Year 12 was accepted onto 
the Podcast Team to produce the next series of podcasts 
over February half-term.

German Translation Competition
Ritvick Sharma, Peter Bellerby, Matthew Todorov and 
Frank Shrimpton entered the German Translation 
Competition run by the University of Sheffield. This 
competition is open to students in Year 12 and Year 13 
studying German and requires those entering to translate 
an extract from a brand new novel in German written by 
Julie Zeh. The text is about conflicts between residents of 
an apparently idyllic village in Brandenburg and explores 
perspectives from various characters. The winners of the 
competition have the chance to take part in an exclusive 
translation workshop, organised by the university.

Institute of Modern Languages Research
Frau Probodziak and a number of Year 12 Germanists 
attended a live talk online held by the Institute of 
Modern Languages Research (of the University of 
London). The talk was titled ‘Capturing the Zeitgeist’ 
and featured comments and presentations from Kathrin 
Kunkel-Razum of the highly-regarded German 
dictionary and publisher, ‘Duden’, and from Wendalyn 
Nichols, publishing manager of the prestigious 
Cambridge University Press. The topic of the ‘Zeitgeist’ 
was in relation to the invention of new words, and when 
these are officially adopted into dictionaries in England, 
the USA, and in Germany. Students were able to hear 

Oxford German Olympiad
Students from all year groups studying German had the 
opportunity to submit an entry to this year’s competition. 
We have enjoyed success in previous years and are excited 
to see how the entries from our students are received in 
this round. This year’s competition was themed around 
‘The Alps’ and students produced such submissions as: 
a visual representation of mythical alpine creatures with 
descriptions in German; research on the ice-man ‘Otzi’; 
an imagined conference programme about stopping the 
melting of glaciers; an illustration of a scene from the 
story, ‘Heidi’ and research on alpine equipment used by 
the mountain communities, among other things. We will 
receive the outcome of the Olympiad in March 2021 and 
will share this with all of you as soon as we can.

Russian Translation Completion
Congratulations to Peter Bellerby in Year 12 on being 
selected as one of ten winners across the country for the 
Russian Translation Competition of the University of 
Sheffield. Peter will receive a certificate, £25 Amazon 
voucher, and be able to attend an exclusive Translation 
Workshop run by the university featuring professors and 
professional translators.

Goethe Institut
Congratulations to Matthew Todorov on his successful 
application to participate in a highly sought-after 
German work experience week, for which Sixth Formers 
studying German from all over the country were invited 
to apply. The week should have taken place in Germany 
over half-term, but moved online in light of Covid -19 
restrictions.  Matthew worked with a team of other 
students and members of the Goethe Institut in London 
as well as those from Schwäbisch-Hall (Germany) 
to produce podcasts and interviews - all in German - 
designed to support others learning German. These 
materials will be shared by the Goethe Institut on their 
website and through a social media campaign. 

The German Department is thrilled to announce that 
Frank Shrimpton, James Perry, Peter Bellerby, and 
Matthew Todorov in Year 12 have been selected as 
just one of ten teams across Europe to win the Goethe 
Institut’s ‘Oekoropa’ competition. The four Year 12 
students entered the competition by submitting a 

climate-neutral plan for a tour 
across Europe, planned for the 
summer of 2021, to stop at 
Berlin, Lisbon, and Ljubljana. 
As such, they had to specifically 
choose methods of transport 
that do not negatively impact the 
environment, and plan the time 
spent in each location carefully, 
as the trip should not exceed  
three weeks. They submitted all 

72 – Olavian 2021



interesting anecdotes about Wendalyn and Kathrin being 
lobbied by individuals passionate about particular words 
they had heard or invented, and about the linguistic 
research that both lexicographers undertake to ensure 
their work is well-founded. Students thoroughly enjoyed 
the talk and engaged with both speakers at the end of the 
presentation by asking questions.

MFL competition
Students of German in Years 7 - 13 have been learning 
more about the skill of translation in preparation for 
a competition later this academic year, organised by 
Queen‘s College, Oxford. Year 7 students looked at 
‘concrete poems‘ in the shape of pugs, whilst Year 9 
translated a poem about saying farewell by May Ayim, 
a prominent black female poet from Germany - this 
also formed the basis of further discussions around 
celebrating Black History Month. Year 10 tackled a 
poem by the renowned Goethe, in the original language 
of the 1700s.

British Film Institute
Year 12 Germanists watched a film screening from the 
BFI London Film Festival of ‘Undine’, a brand new 
German-language feature film. The film was released in 
Germany earlier in the autumn, but its appearance on the 
BFI Film Festival this week marked its British Premiere. 
It is a modern-day reimagining of the mermaid fairy-tale 
of ‘Ondine’, originally from the French medieval period. 
This was an excellent chance for students to expand their 
linguistic horizons and share in this cultural experience.

UK Linguistics Olympiad
Year 12 students studying Latin, French, and German 
participated in the Advanced round of this competition.  
The paper featured some fascinating questions using 
languages with scripts totally different to any language 
the students will have come across before, and with 
problems that tested students’ understanding of 

vowel sounds, patterns of syntax, and observations 
of morphology. We are delighted to announce that a 
number of students have been recognised with Bronze 
and Silver Award Certificates. Matthew Todorov, Elise 
Stringfellow, William Boyd, and Wren Welfare received 
Silver Award certificates and Abdul-Rahman Muazu, 
Anupam Bandi, Derin Burke, Kiran Pearce, and Ritvick 
Sharma gained Bronze Award certificates. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed the challenging paper - Frank 
Shrimpton in Year 12 was so inspired by the questions 
on Native American Indian languages that he researched 
these further and presented his findings to the Modern 
Foreign Languages Society.

All Year 12 pupils studying French entered and out of 
1017 participants nationwide three of our pupils won 
a Bronze certificate at the Advanced level. To put their 
performance into perspective, here are the languages they 
had to decipher: Mandombe, Old and Middle Chinese; 
Nglkolmpu; Sauk and Dagaare. Congratulations to 
Damita Laryea, Maya Parmar and Viraj Seelam on their 
performances.

East Side Gallery
Joseph Davies, Year 11, entered this competition run by 
the DAAD (Deutsche Akademische Austauschdienste) 
which required him to invent a new German word that 
captures the ‘Zeitgeist’, or ‘spirit of the times’, define this 
new word, and provide a short dialogue where the word is 
used in a context. Joseph’s word was ‘Krankenhauspferd’, 
used to describe an individual in a particularly unusual 
position. Eine Person in einer - oft politischen - Position, 
die von Natur aus seltsam oder anormal ist und um die 
herum große Unsicherheit, Verwirrung und Besorgnis 
darüber herrscht, wie ihre Position erlangt wurde. 
The winners will have their word published in a new, 
illustrated dictionary.
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The Department of Spanish

Our first year of the re-launch of Spanish at St 
Olave’s was not without challenge, largely posed by 

the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Despite these hurdles, students were inspired by the 
language and a love of Spanish was shared and developed 
across the year. For example, over lockdown, students 
harnessed their culinary skills and enthusiasm to create 
typical Spanish dishes, such as paella and tortilla. 

The cultural understanding of a global Spanish outside 
of Spain was explored through posters on Spanish-
speaking countries and cultures across the world. 

The culmination of the academic year during Activity 
Week 2 featured a day of Spanish-themed activities for 
Year 7s: a Spanish treasure hunt, and learning around 
the Mexican ‘Day of the Dead’ celebrations, featuring 
the Spanish film ‘Coco’.

Itzie Olalde Scott
Teacher of Spanish



Humanities
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The Faculty of Humanities

2020-2021 was the year of the bubble at St. Olave’s 
which saw the Humanities spread far wide around 

the school.

It was nonetheless a successful, stable year which saw 
staff battle Covid on a variety of fronts and rise once 
again to the challenge of a Lockdown from January – 
March 2021. 

This time lessons were taught remotely using Microsoft 
Teams meaning further skills were added to our 
repertoires when it comes to utilising the Office 365 
package! 

The year ended with the departure of John Greenwood. 
Because Chelsea FC have a habit of sacking managers 
regularly, the prospect of John leaving to take up a new 
post had always been on the cards, never more so than 
after he managed the St. Olave’s 1st XI to glory in the 
North Kent Schools Football League! His departure to 
take up a position at Bromley High School has shorn 
the Economics department, the faculty and the school 
as a whole of an excellent practitioner and leader who 
in a variety of guises was instrumental in many of the 
outstanding student accomplishment we have celebrated 
since 2007. 

Daniel Espejo
      S___Head of History  

Special Achievement
Ishan Kalia received an honourable mention and a 
certificate for the Gonville and Caius College History 
essay competition for his object biography on the ‘Delhi 
Iron Pillar’.

Young Historians Prize for Local History
Year 13 student, Flora Tregear won the Young Historians 
Prize for Local History for her essay ‘Offspring of the 
Stink: Park Fever Hospital’. She has beaten hundreds 
of other students to win this very impressive prize. Her 
work will be published in the Journal ‘The Historian’ and 
she has also won a cash prize for her efforts.

National College of Humanities
Year 13 Ebun Bello was highly commended by the 
National College of Humanities for her essay on 
‘Whether liberal democracy is in decline worldwide’.

John Locke Institute
Year 13 Rhea Rentala’s hard work was recognised at 
an extremely high level after entering the John Locke 
Institute essay competition in the Philosophy and 
Psychology categories. Rhea’s essay was shortlisted and 
she was selected as a finalist in the Psychology category, 
an outstanding achievement, as there were over 4000 
global entries. As a finalist, she was invited to attend an 
awards dinner and a three-day academic conference at 
Oxford University.  We wish her the best of luck for the 
remainder of the competition.
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The Department of History

While Covid related restrictions and disruption 
provided the background for the 2020-21 

academic year it was nonetheless a successful one for the 
History department. 

Flora Tregear from Year 13 won the Young Historians 
prize for Local History for writing an essay about the 
implications of the Great Stink (1858) beating hundreds 
of other students in the process. Her work was published 
in the Journal ‘the Historian’.

 In addition to this, Ebun Bello was also highly 
commended by the National College of Humanities 
for her essay on whether liberal democracy is in decline 
worldwide. 

The departments provision in the form of the ongoing 
work to develop its Key Stage 3 curriculum continued 
apace with a particular focus on Year 8. A move to bring 
a greater focus on Civil Rights in Britain from the c18 
onwards provided excellent opportunities to broaden 
students understanding of the developments seen since 
the start of the agricultural and industrial revolutions 
while also pointing to issues which still need to be 
addressed. In addition to the considerable planning for 
the introduction of a new A Level course (The British 
Empire, 1857-1964) from September 2021 onwards 
drew much of the departments focus. 

The History section of the Olavian has been left bereft 
by the absence of the Year 8 Battlefields trip which we 
hope will return in 2021-22 to re-establish what is a 
great highlight in the calendar as the sceptre of Covid, 
both for school and society more broadly, will, we trust, 
begin to retreat!

Eleanor of Aquitaine
Year 7 studied the extraordinary life of Eleanor of 
Aquitaine who reigned in the 12th Century, both in 
England and France, and went on to become the mother 
of Richard I (the Lionheart) and King John. They looked 
at why she is significant in history, her influence at the 
time and that of the family that she raised, her time 
ruling England whilst Richard I was on Crusade and her 
life in general. It is a new topic for this year, previously 
the curriculum had very much focused on the Kings, but 
this has added some much-needed representation to our 
curriculum. The final task asked the pupils to write a letter 
to other schools to explain why Eleanor of Aquitaine 
should form a key part of their Year 7 curriculum. Well 
done to Year 7 on their fine work.

Daniel Espejo
        Head of History      



Whilst these new experiences and opportunities were met 
with enthusiasm by the students, the return of the year 10 
Urban Futures fieldtrip, in which they investigated ways 
of life and how they varied around Orpington, at the end 
of the academic year also acted as a glimmer of hope that 
even more year groups will have the chance to experience 
Geography fieldwork in-person going forward, as things 
slowly return to ‘normal’.

In my closing statement for the Olavian, I often find 
myself praising the outgoing year groups who continually 
impress me with their dedication and diligence. However, 
I do feel a particular sense of pride at the achievements 
of the Year 13 and Year 11 Geography students this year. 
They have shown remarkable resilience to persist through 
two academic years of disrupted learning with more live 
lessons and cancelled exams than anyone expected. I 
think we can all agree that their numerous  successes are 
thoroughly well deserved!

Rhiannon Smith
        Head of Geography  

The Department of Geography

Geography has continued to adapt this year to 
ensure students still explored a range of places and 

processes around the world, despite the challenging 
circumstances of the global pandemic. In fact, despite the 
periodic interruptions to usual teaching, it has managed 
to be a year of ‘firsts’ for the Geography Department here 
at St Olave’s.

The academic year 2020-2021 marked the first full 
cycle of the new Geography KS3 curriculum, in which 
students investigated an even greater range of locations 
than ever before through the introduction of the regional 
geography topics on Africa, Russia, China, Indonesia and 
the UK, alongside important themes of Sustainability, 
Plate Tectonics, Glaciation, Rivers, Resources and many 
more. This was supplemented with the first co-curricular 
Castles Day for Year 7, which was organised collectively 
by Geography, Art and History, in place of the usual 
Eynsford fieldtrip. It was a resounding success, allowing 
students to draw on their understanding of all three 
subjects to decide on the perfect position and design for 
their castles with some impressive end results. 

The need to adapt fieldtrips also impacted the Sixth 
Form too, where Year 12 Geographers ‘virtually’ visited 
and conducted fieldwork at Seaford for the first time, 
utilising Geographical Information Systems to explore 
the site, find secondary data and plot information 
spatially due to the pandemic restricting visits at the 
start of the year. 
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Students’ Work
Air Pollution: 
What is it and why is it threatening our 
futures?

Before I begin, I would like to tell you a story. In 
Lewisham there lived a girl called Ella Kissi-Debrah 

and she had one of the most dangerous cases of asthma 
ever recorded, first having respiratory problems after she 
contracted a chest infection in 2010, and being admitted 
to hospital 27 times due to her asthma over a period of 
under three years. She lived just 25 metres from the South 
Circular A-road, one of the busiest roads in Soth-East 
London and often clogged with traffic expelling deadly 
greenhouse gases into the air, along with far deadlier 
particulate matter, a type of micro particle that wreaks 
havoc on the respiratory system if it enters the lungs. 
Unfortunately, particulate matter (or PM for short) can 
cause many respiratory conditions or exacerbate pre- 
existing ones. 

On 15th February 2013, a day when pollution levels in 
South-East London spiked to new heights, resulting in 
Ella suffering a severe asthma attack followed by a seizure; 
she was rushed to hospital but unfortunately doctors were 
unable to stop this attack and she unfortunately passed 
away. At the inquest into her death, it was concluded that 
Ella had died “due to a severe asthma attack followed by 
a seizure, possibly caused by an allergic reaction in the 
air.” (TheGuardian.com). However, Emma’s devastated 
parents did not believe this was the only reason for 
her death. “After Ella died, a member of the public 
suggested that I investigate the spike in air pollution on 
the night before Ella’s death.” (Rosamund Kissi-Debrah, 
TheGuardian.com). After many years of struggles to get 
a second inquest, supported by Professor Sir Stephen 
Holgate and Jocelyn Cockburn, Ella’s family have at 
last received the right to seek a second inquest into her 
death over 7 years ago.  If the inquest rules that Ella 
Kissi-Debrah did indeed die at least partially due to air 
pollution, it will be the first case ever to conclude this 
way, although there have been results of studies that 
suggest an extremely high death toll due to air pollution.

Tragic though Ella’s story undoubtedly is, it is far from 
unique, with an estimated 800,000 extra deaths per 
year due to air pollution occurring in Europe alone. Air 
pollution is without a doubt one of the largest threats 
to our future today, with not just one isolated group of 
people at risk from this but the entire world. There are 
many causes for air pollution, from cigarette smoke to 
coal-burning power plants, and the issue is intrinsically 
linked with global warming. Its impacts are huge and 
devastating, and so it is vital that we learn about this 
global danger and work as one to bring it to its knees. 
But firstly, what is it?

Air Pollution
Air pollution is the release of harmful gases- mainly 
from industrial and household needs, but also from 
agriculture- and can take the form of many different gases 
such as carbon dioxide (CO2), carbon monoxide (CO) 
and nitrous oxides (N20), but also deadly micro particles 
known as particle matter (PM), which can take the form 
of coarse particles –PM10- or the more harmful and 
smaller PM2.5. Both can be extremely damaging to your 
health and can cause respiratory problems if inhaled.

The WHO (World Health Organization) recommends that 
a safe amount of PM2.5  is 10 ug/m3  annual mean, so all 
areas not green are not in line with this suggestion.

Many pollutants of the air are also greenhouse gases, and 
so if we reduce one, we automatically reduce the other. It 
is vital that governments of the world act in accordance 
in order to preserve the health of those people living 
in areas of the world that are affected, because it is not 
just one far off city with a little bit of smog, it’s most of 
the world. Indeed, air pollution has been going on for 
thousands of years, since the earth was first created; and 
although some of the causes of air pollution are natural, 
such as the toxic gases given off by volcanoes, far more are 
caused by humanity, it is probable that humans produce 
over 95% of total air pollutants.  

History of Air Pollution Awareness
As early as the 1200s, there were concerns that breathing 
in dirty air could be damaging to one’s health, but it was 
not until the deadly London pea-soupers of the 19th 
and 20th centuries that smog (a portmanteau term used 
primarily to describe a thick human made smoky fog 
extremely detrimental to lung health)  became a problem 
that really hit home, despite numerous previous laws 
being passed to attempt to reduce the number of coal 
fires lit in London, as they release such harmful gases 
as mercury, lead, sulfur dioxide and nitrous oxides, along 
with particulate matter. The generally-agreed worst 
pea-souper was the Great Smog, which occurred in 1952 
and is suspected to have caused around 8,000 deaths in 
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total. It was one of the deadliest incidents relating to air 
cleanliness in global history.

 While air has improved considerably since the time, 
in London and a high percentage of cities in Advanced 
Countries, in others, such as Ulaanbaatar, the capital of 
Mongolia, the 5th most polluted country in the world it 
has got progressively worse, to the point where children 
living in rural areas have 40% better functioning lungs 
than the children in the centre of the city.                                                                 

Overall, I think that air pollution is the largest and most 
dangerous global issue today because tragic stories like 
Ella’s could all too easily become commonplace around 
the globe if there is not a drastic action taken to cut 
down on the main pollutants- burning fossil fuels in 
power plants, using petrol/diesel driven cars, incinerating 
rubbish – then what is already estimated to kill seven 
million people globally per year, could grow. This 
terrifying threat could destroy all our futures- and so we 
must all act together as one, for a safe future for all of 
us.                                                                                                                                                                 

Noah Margolies - Year 7B

Disease Dilemmas
Physical factors will determine the future 
global pattern of disease prevalence. 
Discuss. 

Physical factors are factors that are controlled by 
natural processes, such as temperature or natural 

disasters. The prevalence of disease refers to the total 
number of cases in a population at a particular time. 
Communicable diseases are those that are transmissible 
and can be passed on between people through direct 
contact through different forms of disease diffusion. 
Non-communicable diseases are non-transmissible 
also known as chronic diseases. They cannot be spread 
between humans through direct contact. It is clear 
that economic factors directly affect the prevalence of 
non-communicable diseases, and that economic factors 
determine the impact of physical factors on disease 
prevalence.

 One physical factor that can influence disease prevalence 
is temperature increases due to climate change. An 
increase in temperature can lead to an increase in 
the prevalence of malaria. Malaria is an infectious, 
communicable disease that is spread through mosquito 
vectors. The anopheles mosquito that carries the pathogen 
can live for longer in warmer temperatures, resulting in 
greater replication of the plasmodium pathogen which 
causes malaria, especially as it takes 15-20 days for the 
parasite to replicate. The plasmodium itself replicates 
better in temperatures between 15-40^C, with 27^C as 

its optimum temperature. As climate change continues 
to occur significantly over the next few decades, we 
will see a change in global temperatures, with regions 
that were previously safe from malaria now exposed 
to it, such as north East Europe, which will most 
likely see its temperatures rising into the range that 
the plasmodium can replicate in, as a result of climate 
change. At the moment, half of the world’s population 
is at risk of malaria, and it is quite clear that this figure 
will only increase as global temperatures rise. Climate 
change should also result in the decrease in prevalence 
of diseases that replicate most efficiently in colder 
temperatures. Influenza for example is an infectious, 
viral disease that is spread by the influenza virus. It 
requires cooler temperatures of around 5^C to replicate. 
Therefore, the increase in temperature associated with 
climate change should decrease the risk of many people 
getting influenza, particularly those in Central Europe 
who experience cold winters, as these winters will quickly 
become more mild. However, climate change could be 
seen as an economic factor. Although it can be seen as 
a natural process, it is clear that human actions out of 
economic greed is significantly increasing anthropogenic 
climate change by producing so much that CO2 levels 
in the atmosphere rise, resulting in absorption of solar 
radiation, and a warmer planet. Therefore, climate change 
could be considered an economic factor with physical 
impacts. So, economic factors are a larger determinant in 
future prevalence of disease. 

 On the other hand, another economic factor that 
can lead to spread of disease is the global shift. The 
movement of manufacturing from Western Europe to 
South East Asian powerhouses such as China has led 
to increased rates of lung cancer. The pollution created 
from all the factories as a result of burning fossil fuels 
means that many cities in China have air quality worse 
than the WHO’s air quality limit of 25mg/m^3, with 
Beijing having over 300mg/m^3. This means that there 
are more PM 2.5 particles in China’s air than all other 
countries. Therefore, 27% of lung cancer deaths occur in 
China, with 5.5m deaths annually there. The global shift 
has also taken advantage of the large population (1.4bn) 
of China, and this has led to a cycle in which more 
factories means more workers producing goods, resulting 
in more factories being built with profits generated 
from the additional factories. This clearly then leads to 
more and more deaths from lung cancer in China. In 
the future, as we see manufacturing slowly being shifted 
into Africa as China starts to take the step into an AC. 
This will unfortunately likely lead to a huge increase 
in lung cancer deaths in African countries as the PM 
2.5 particle concentration there increases. However, the 
global shift and increased pollution in these countries 
could be seen as a social factor, because the pollution 
has got out of control due to increased demand from 
the Western world. Consumerism is a social norm in 
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wealthy countries, and the growth of social media and 
social pressure has led to huge demand for goods. This 
has led to businesses making more and more factories 
in Asia, and so the global shift could be more of a social 
factor than an economic factor.

One physical factor that could influence future 
prevalence of disease are natural disasters. The January 
2010 earthquake in Haiti started the cholera epidemic 
that spread through the country later on in the year. 
The earthquake destroyed existing transport networks, 
houses and hospitals, meaning that many were left with 
little shelter and inadequate supplies. 1.3m people had 
14 toilets to share, and 83% of the population had no 
access to sanitation facilities. This led to the spread of 
cholera, because people were living in temporary shelters 
with poor drainage systems, so the water they used 
for washing, cooking and drinking was all dirty. This 
resulted in 9500 deaths and 800,000 cases of cholera 
since the earthquake, and drinking water is still missing 
for many. In the future, as existing plate boundaries, 
such as the East African Rift, continue to be active, and 
new hotspots arise, we can expect to see no slowdown 
in natural disasters. However, whilst the initial cause is 
indeed a physical factor, the impact of natural disasters 
are determined by social and economic factors. The 
wealth of the population for example will determine how 
easy it is for them to access clean water after the disaster, 
and the economic position of the country will determine 
how quickly or to what extent they are able to receive 
aid quickly to help them out of the crisis. So, physical 
factors may have less of an influence on future prevalence 
of disease.

 A final economic factor affecting future prevalence of 
disease is the economic development of a country. If a 
country becomes more developed, then its population 
is able to live for longer. This is because the country 
can afford widespread vaccine protection for common 
diseases such as polio. The country is also able to buy 
more medicines from abroad, and people have more 
disposable income with which to buy them from shops 
and doctors. Also for the UK, development allowed them 
to offer free, high quality public healthcare to all in the 
form of the NHS. As a result, the life expectancy of the 
UK, a developed AC, is 81, but it is just 53 for the Central 
African Republic, a poorer undeveloped LIDC. For the 
UK then, non-communicable ageing diseases such as 
Alzheimar’s are common because people are living for 
longer due to the economic development of the country, 
and brains deteriorate with age. So, in the future, as more 
and more countries develop into ACs, the prevalence of 
Alzheimer’s will increase. This can be seen in Omran’s 
model, which shows the relationship between economic 
development and different types of disease that occur 
there. Varying economic development within a country 
can also lead to the prevalence of diabetes. In the UK 

for example, the arrival of TNCs has led to food being 
relatively accessible for a lot of people. However, if one 
region is particularly expensive, such as London, many 
people lack the disposable income to afford healthy 
foods and are instead forced to buy unhealthy, cheap 
food. This has led to the rise in diabetes in many areas 
around the UK, and the prediction that 25% of children 
in the UK will be obese by 2050. However, this could 
be seen as a physical factor. The geographical position 
of the country strongly determines its capability to 
develop, as it needs to be able to access trade routes to 
trade with other countries. Although containerisation 
and globalisation is reducing the impact of geographical 
location, the location of the country will still play quite 
a large role in the development of a country. So, physical 
factors may be more important in controlling the future 
prevalence of non-communicable diseases.

 Overall, it is clear that economic factors will determine 
the prevalence of disease in the future. Although natural 
disasters and temperature are both key physical factors, 
the impact of both is based on the economic position of 
the countries involved. Economic development and the 
growth of Western consumerism will largely determine 
the prevalence of non-communicable diseases, and 
further economic factors will affect how much of an 
impact physical factors will have on disease prevalence 
in an area.

Jack Roder - Year 13

Assess the success of mitigation strategies 
aimed at non-communicable disease 

Mitigation strategies are different ways of preventing 
the spread of diseases this can include governments 

intervening to prevent diseases such as obesity, diabetes 
and other poor lifestyle choices from exacerbating through 
programmes of awareness. A non-communicable disease 
is a non-contagious disease that has no incubation period 
and is often associated with disease of affluence, which is 
the theory as countries become wealthier, they begin to 
lead unhealthy lifestyles causing cancer, cardio-vascular 
diseases, diabetes and depression. Mitigation strategies 
to reduce non-communicable disease have been largely 
ineffective as they have not been able to reduce the large 
number of people leading unhealthy lifestyles.

Obesity has become a massive issue in the world and is 
a non-communicable disease that forms due to a lack 
of exercise and unhealthy calorific eating habits. Mostly 
found in the more developed world in countries like the 
USA and the UK due to the office-based jobs that have 
formed because of the service sector requiring less manual 
labour. This can be linked to the Clark Fisher development 
model as the type of work has changed over time 
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from primary sector to today’s predominately tertiary/
quaternary sector. In addition, the increased wealth of 
these inhabitants has meant that they often utilise cars 
and public transport rather than walking and exercising. 
This lack of inactivity has also contributed to the rise 
in obesity alongside the increased developing of these 
countries meaning better connectivity and infrastructure 
with Netflix and PlayStation leading to people leaving 
their home less. This is in line with the epidemiological 
model put forward by Obel Amran emphasising how 
development of nations leads to a movement towards 
diseases of affluence. This is because countries have 
managed to mitigate against communicable diseases like 
malaria but and are now challenged with new diseases 
derived from increased wealth. However, countries like 
the UK are trying to advocate change away from this 
style of living and are promoting healthier food by using 
a range of tactics to reduce the weight of the 66% that 
are overweight or obese. Public Health England have 
forced producers to use a clear traffic light system on 
the packaging of food to make it easier for consumers 
to understand the contents. This mitigation strategy has 
been successful, this is because it is on the front, in the 
corner and is easily interpretable meaning that shoppers 
can easily work out the nutritional value. As well as, 
targeting pizzas, ready-made meals and takeaway outlets 
to reduce the calorie content as currently the NHS is 
preventing 35,000 early deaths costing them £6 billion 
due to obesity. The aim is to cut calorie consumption by 
20% by 2024, this will help the population become much 
healthier notoriously, although it could be argued that a 
lack of exercise will mean that current obese people will 
not change their habits and instead eat more as larger 
meal portions become the norm. This has occurred due 
to globalisation and the shifting of ideas and food such 
as McDonald’s and KFC from the USA whereby there 
is a norm for large quantities of cheap calorific food. 
However, the introduction of Boris Bikes in London 
and the improved infrastructure of cycle lanes in the UK 
has helped increased the appeal to cycle. This has led to 
the Boris Bikes not just being a success for locals but 
also attracted tourism and a new unique way to view the 
city, making it more accessible and appealing which will 
ultimately result in more tourism and economic growth 
as well as more exercise.

Depression is a non-communicable disease that is 
highest in Africa and Asia but lowest in Europe, 
Australia, Canada and USA, this is a complex mental 
illness that can result in people feeling deflated about 
themselves. As a non-communicable disease, it would be 
expected to be felt more my advanced nations however 
there is often greater prevalence in LIDCs this could be 
due to a greater willingness to come forward in countries 
such as China with 54 million people suffering and India 
with 56 million. There is a large stigma attached with 
depression and other mental health issues making it 

harder to come forward and thus results in the highest 
suicide rate being higher in Europe. Furthermore, it 
could be argued that depression rates are higher in Asia 
as religions such as Islam means people will not commit 
suicide and instead come forward to receive help leading 
to a higher number of clinical cases but lower suicide 
rates as there are many Islamic countries in this region 
of the world. In the UK there is growing awareness 
about mental health issues and charitable organisations 
such as Mind try to increase awareness of the disease. 
This has helped spread a greater understanding of the 
disease and the improvements in the diagnostic process 
has helped identify cases. Countries want to limit the 
amount of depression in a country to help improve the 
place perception of areas, this is because depression often 
leads to negative place perceptions and will make areas 
less attractive to be in. Although, it can be highlighted 
that suicide rates are still very high demonstrating that 
public awareness has not combatted the disease and 
thus people are still suffering. This can heavily affect a 
country’s economy as workers will be less productive and 
more reluctant to go to work reducing the amount of 
GDP growth making the prospects for a country worse, 
thus tackling the issue of depression and mental health is 
important to improve the outlook of a nation.

Finally, another non-communicable disease that can 
occur is cancer, this is a disease which attacks the 
major organs causing rapid cell division and affects the 
functionality of them. The most common cancer globally 
is lung cancer which is linked to smoking which can also 
cause others such as mouth cancer but more significantly 
pollution in countries. China is the world’s 2nd largest 
economy and produces the greatest number of emissions 
along with the USA. The country has a major issue as it 
has small chemical particles in the air in concentrations 
much greater than suggested by WHO due to the extreme 
pollution that is occurring as it produces manufactured 
goods. It is advancing on the Clark Fisher model and 
growing from a secondary based sector at its peak into 
a tertiary although there are still high levels of primary 
work. The dangerous chemical is PM 2.5 which can 
embed itself into the lungs and cause cancer and WHO 
recommends a maximum concentration of 25 mg/m3. 
However, concentrations in the Delhi region reaches 300 
mg/m3. This provides evidence as to why China suffers 
from 27% of all cancer deaths and therefore mitigation 
strategies such as air purifying towers are being adopted. 
These are 100m tall flux towers and take in air at the 
bottom and by the time it reaches the top it has been 
purified. The communist party has adopted war on air 
pollution and wants to install 30km2 of these towers 
and evidence suggests they have been successful as the 
concentration of fine particles fell 25% from 2014-2015. 
However, it was suggested that it will cost $38bn to clean 
out pollution in some of the worst affected areas like 
Delhi, Beijing in 2015 thus highlighting the impact of the 
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flux towers isn’t significant enough. Furthermore another 
4.3 million new cancer cases occurred in 2015 which 
demonstrates the issue is still ever-present. Therefore, 
other strategies such as a 50 million tonnes reduction in 
the maximum steel production capacity will benefit the 
eradication of pollution. As well as the introduction of 
more gas powered comes and the reduction of coal usage 
which was seen in 2017y as 4m homes were converted 
and in 2015 there was a 50% decrease in the amount 
of coal used in Beijing. This suggests that mitigation 
strategies are being implemented and have the potential 
to be successful over time if they are used together as 
singularly, they are not enough.

In conclusion the mitigation strategies against 
non-communicable diseases have been effective to 
an extent but not significant enough. There are many 
non-communicable diseases such as cancer, depression 
but mostly largely obesity which is becoming a global 
issue. There have been insufficient attempts to properly 
tackle obesity in some countries and as it become more 
the norm it will become harder to revert and thus 
means that tougher strategies must be implemented as 
although traffic light systems are effective, they may not 
necessarily be working by itself. Furthermore, there needs 
to be greater awareness and more techniques to combat 
mental health issues as charitable organisations working 
alone aren’t effective enough. Finally, there needs to be a 
greater push towards reducing the amount of pollution in 
secondary sector countries like China to help reduce the 
incidence of cancer cases to help people live longer. This 
is because many of these non-communicable diseases 
are linked together and require the use of a range of 
correct mitigation strategies as this will help reduce the 
prevalence of not only individual diseases but also have 
an impact on others.

Ravi Patel - Year 13

Assess the view that grassroots strategies 
are the most effective ways of dealing with 
disease risk and eradication.

Grassroots strategies are a bottom-up approach 
aimed at using the power of local people to 

effectively mitigate and eradicate diseases. They are 
the opposite to top-down management strategies 
which are implemented by governments and large 
organisations, and the local people have no say in the 
matter. Typically, grassroots strategies tend to be focus 
on awareness campaigns, and often prove very effective, 
but depending on the severity and type of the disease, 
especially communicable diseases, they may not be, and 
top-down management is much more effective due to 
the abundance of resources and further outreach which 
they possess.

Grassroots strategies are quite effective at disease 
mitigation and prevention at a local scale through 
awareness campaigns. Radio messages are one specific 
way of spreading information, and this was particularly 
effective in Ghana, where targeted radio messages and 
the development of additional educational materials were 
important tools in efforts to stop disease transmission. 
Such awareness strategies seek to educate citizens, most 
commonly about personal hygiene. In Ghana, awareness 
campaigns explained how guineas worm was a parasitic 
disease, transmitted when people drink stagnant water, 
which could be caused by flooding in the water cycle, 
and this in turn made individuals less likely to drink 
from such unhealthy sources. In addition to awareness 
campaigns, grassroots strategies in Ghana also included 
the training and supervision of village volunteers in not 
only health education but also the distribution of nylon 
household filters and pipe filters to strain out water 
flees. This approach was effective as it actively sought to 
reduce disease transmission by using filters. Grassroots 
campaigns are particularly effective in awareness and 
also active reduction in disease transmission, and this is 
evident by the fact that Ghana was certified free of guinea 
worm in January 2015, suggesting that such grassroots 
strategies were very effective. However, grassroots 
strategies especially those door to door are ineffective in 
some communicable diseases where there is high rates of 
transmissions such as Covid-19 which increases disease 
risk, as it would be unsafe for volunteers to knock on 
everyone’s doors to educate, rather a much more effective 
strategy would be using TV, and other top-down media 
campaigns, which would not compromise the safety of 
volunteers. Therefore whilst grassroots strategies are 
effective is some diseases they are not for all and are thus 
not the most effective way of dealing with disease risk 
and eradication.

Top-down awareness campaigns are a much safer way 
to distribute awareness through the implementation of 
media campaigns. An example is the media campaign 
for HIV/AIDS in the 1980s which was a large-scale, 
top-down strategy to educate people about the spread 
of HIV/AIDS and the importance of contraception to 
reduce the transmission. This was particularly effective in 
reducing the rates of HIV/AIDS in advances countries in 
the late 20th century. These are potentially more effective 
that grassroots campaign strategies because there is more 
funding available, and outreach through the use of the 
internet and media forms such as TV’s, which has been 
made easier and more effective through globalisation 
and time-space compression, has meant that it is better 
at disease mitigation than grassroots strategies which 
may be slow and not as effective. However, the issue with 
top-down awareness campaigns is that they often rely 
on internet and media forms, which makes it effective 
in advanced countries such as the UK/USA, but less 
effective in developing countries where less people have 
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access to the appropriate technology to be able to view 
the campaigns. In addition, there is a lack of personal 
touch with regards to top-down strategies which may be 
necessary when tackling psychological barriers, such as 
the notion that witchcraft caused guinea worm disease, 
which was particularly prevalent in Ghana. Therefore 
told-down awareness campaigns are very effective in 
reducing disease transmission but may be less effective 
in developing countries where many people have 
psychological barriers which deem top-down schemes 
ineffective and have little access to media platforms. 
However it is more effective than grassroots strategies, 
due to the outreach potential it has and the safety aspect 
which is of upmost importance when communicable 
diseases are of concern.

Grassroots strategies involve in vaccine administrations 
by volunteers are very important ways of inoculating 
a population to reduce fatalities and potentially 
transmission of diseases. Whilst the Haiti Red Cross is 
a NGO, some 340 volunteers conducted door-to-door 
outreach to promote vaccination campaign in the fight 
against cholera which was prevalent in Haiti following 
the magnitude 7 earthquake in 2010. More recently the 
mass recruitment of volunteers by the NHS, to ensure 
safe and smooth running of vaccination services has 
proved useful so far, which the UK ahead of expected 
vaccinations. Grassroots strategies involving volunteers 
with awareness and participation in vaccination 
programmes are effective because they often need to be 
done on a large scale and so by having local volunteers, the 
implementation of such a scheme becomes significantly 
more effective. The benefits of grassroots strategies 
involving vaccinations is that local volunteers understand 
the community better and so can better coordinate and 
educate people about vaccinations. For example a focus 
on the ingredients may be needed in areas ethnic areas 
such as Birmingham which is known as little Pakistan, 
because there is false information regarding the use of 
pork in the Covid-19 vaccines. Ultimately it is useful 
to an extent in disease mitigation and reduction but in 
reality volunteers actually assistance and don’t actually 
administer vaccines.

Top-down management is the most effective way in 
vaccinations to reduce disease prevalence because without 
big biotech companies such as Pfizer or AstraZeneca, 
vaccinations would not be developed in the first place, 
grassroots strategies involving vaccinations would not 
be needed. Vaccinations developed by biotech firms 
are very effective as they use the latest technology 
such as mRNA sequencing, which was used in Pfizer 
and Moderna’s Covid-19 vaccine, to deliver a fast and 
effective inoculation against diseases. Huge investment 
into and by these firms has led to a total production 
capacity of 5.3billion for 2021, by AstraZeneca, Pfizer 
and Moderna, meaning that there is enough vaccines for 

almost a third of the world. In the past vaccinations were 
vital in eradicating smallpox, the only infectious disease 
ever to have been eradicated on a global scale, so it is 
evident that vaccination production by large firms is vital 
in disease mitigation and eradication. However the effect 
of these vaccinations is limited by cultural barriers and 
beliefs, so grassroots strategies may be able to assist in 
helping this, but are not the most important as vaccine 
development is more vital in the first place.

Ultimately, top-down management techniques are most 
effective in reducing disease risk and eradication of 
diseases through both awareness campaigns which have 
huge outreach and also vaccine development, which 
have been essential in reducing the prevalence of many 
diseases including HIV/AIDS and Covid-19, however 
grassrooots strategies can supplement the techniques to 
an extent as there is a more personal touch involved with 
small scale techniques.

Milan Chibber - Year 13

“Evaluate the success of mitigation 
and response strategies for a named 
non-communicable disease”

A non-communicable disease is one that is not passed 
from person to person, long in duration and slow 

in progression. There are four main types which are 
cardiovascular disease, cancers, chronic respiratory 
disease, and diabetes. Mitigation and response strategies 
aim to combat a disease helping stop other individuals 
being affected, as well as aiming to bring those affected 
back to good health. I think that overall mitigation 
strategies have been successful strategies as they increase 
the fitness of a population, lowering the chance of a 
non-communicable disease arising.

In China, extremely high levels of air pollution means 
that there is a high risk of lung cancer, with 22% of 
cancer cases being located there. A shift in comparative 
advantage of manufacturing from Europe to Asia in the 
late 20th century led to an increase in the number of 
factories in China, changing its infrastructure. Not only 
was the place profile of China altered by this shift in 
production, but it also meant that many harmful toxins 
were being created and released into the air, lowering its 
quality. In China air pollution is 1200% higher than the 
World Health Organisaitions guidelines, and 90% of 
cities in China failed to meet national standards. 

One strategy aimed at improving the air quality was the 
passing of new laws and regulations, resulting in 18,000 
high carbon emission factories shutting down. This was 
an effective way of reducing the number of dangerous 
gasses being emitted into the air, as there was less Smog 
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being created, formed during the burning of gas and coal, 
releasing sulfurous and photochemicals into the air. This 
was effective as scientist estimate the shutting down of 
these factories will mean that concentration of hazardous 
fine particulate matter, will fall from 47 micrograms 
per cubic metre in 2016 to 35 micrograms by 2035. 
Therefore, the levels of pollution will stagnate, improving 
air quality meaning that the health of citizens improves. 
Similarly, the reduction of chemical gasses into the air 
will mean that water quality increases, and the chance of 
acid rain is lowered, as clouds hold less of these harmful 
gasses in the atmosphere. However, although the number 
of factories emitting harmful chemicals into the air is 
reduced, the pollution levels will simply stagnate opposed 
to improving, having little effect on overall health of 
people. Therefore, the strategy on its own is a step in the 
right direction but must be supplemented with other 
policies and mitigation strategies, to be deemed effective 
and successful in responding to the non-communicable 
disease. The reduction of the number of factories opened 
also meant that economic growth slowed down, reducing 
by 2% and leading to a reverse multiplier. This means the 
government is provided with less revenue through taxes 
as spending is reduced and will need to run a deficit to 
fund more mitigation strategies. This will have a negative 
impact on the economy, and so it can be seen to be an 
ineffective strategy. 

Another strategy by the Chinese government aimed at 
mitigating and responding to lung cancer, is to manage 
schools and allow certain students to be outside at 
different times of the day. This is a way of reducing the 
risk by managing its impacts on health. The younger you 
are, the more sensitive you will be to the pollution, and so 
the government did not allow reception children outside 
when pollution levels were greater than 180, primary 
school children if it was more than 200, and older 
students if it surpassed 250. By controlling the exposure 
to the toxins, as recommended by scientists, it meant that 
the students remained in good health and their chance 
of cancer was reduced. To support this, artificial domes 
were built with two hundred ceiling mounted purifiers, 
allowing students to exercise in clean conditions. These 
domes cost £3 million and meant that students were not 
deprived of physical activity, protecting their mental, 
physical, and social wellbeing. By ensuring that students 
continued to receive an education, it ensured that the 
future of the Chinese economy was secure, as well as 
there being no generational difference in education 
levels which could lead to inequality and gaps in the 
future economy. This was overall an effective strategy, as 
it massively reduced the risks for the younger generation. 
By ensuring that they remain in good health, it affects 
the demographics of China, as people can live longer, 
changing the place profile. The average eighteen-year-
old in Beijing, will spend as much as 40% of their 
remaining years in health, highlighting the need for the 

younger generation to be protected from the dangers. It 
is more effective than the introduction of new rules, as 
the schools can be much more easily regulated, whereas 
factories can break these laws and form underground 
markets, in order to pursue greater profits. However, this 
strategy only protects school students, and so the risk for 
adults remains high, meaning the chance of cancer is not 
fully mitigated. The strategy also only provides a solution 
to maintaining the risk, opposed to reducing it. However, 
it is a more effective strategy then the introduction of 
rules and laws for factories.

One last strategy is the proposed air purification tower. 
It takes in polluted air and heats it up, before it is passed 
through a large number of filters and is purified. This 
clean air is ejected back into the atmosphere, and the 
cycle repeats. Although it still is being developed and 
researched, the tower has been put in place in Beijing 
and has managed to produce more than 10 million 
cubic metres of clean air a day since its launch, clearly 
demonstrating its effectiveness in mitigating the causes 
of the high levels of lung cancer in China. This is the 
first strategy by the Chinese government to improve 
the current situation and move towards reducing their 
pollution levels. By improving the quality of the air, 
citizens are able to improve their health, reducing their 
chance of lung cancer and other respiratory problems, as 
less toxins are inhaled. This will have a positive effect on 
the area and ensure that activities that make up the place 
profile of China are able to continue.  As more people are 
working and in good health, they are able to obtain an 
income, and so the overall quality of life improves, as well 
as the position of the economy. This is a more effective 
response strategy then the previously discussed points, 
as it actively attempts to reverse the pollution, which 
will positively impact China. However, this strategy is 
still being developed and so isn’t as effective as it could 
be at mitigating the risks. Similarly, there is only one 
tower in place currently, in Beijing, and so other areas of 
China continue to have high pollution rates. Once fully 
developed, the towers will be effective in mitigating the 
risks pollution brings about.

In conclusion, I think that the mitigation and response 
strategies have been effective, however it is complex, and 
this is the case only when they are used in conjunction 
with each other.  I believe that China’s attempts to 
mitigate the effects of pollution will be most effective, 
when the air purification tower is fully developed, as this 
can reduce the air pollution, and improve its quality. If 
this is used alongside the other strategies that protect the 
people and ensure that no emissions are added into the 
atmosphere, the chance of cancer will be greatly reduced.

Year 13 Student
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The Department of Classics

Bellaria means ‘dainties’ and is the title for a weekly 
Classics blog written by Dr. Peter Jones (Newcastle 

University) https://classicsforall.org.uk/reading-room/
bellaria Each week he provides translations of Latin and 
Greek alongside the original texts with his own sage 
views. The extracts selected are the choicest ‘dainties’ 
of lesser known authors and these have deepened 
my knowledge of the ancient world; I thoroughly 
recommend it. The short essays on the same website 
are also first rate. Three Bellaria stood out (62, 64 and 
65) as they had particularly Olavian flavours. The tale 
about how Aristophanes became the first Librarian of 
Alexandria as he could recall everything he had ever read 
rang true. The lists of Cato the Elder’s aphorisms are just 
as relevant to boys in our school as to Cato’s son two 
thousand years ago. 

Here are a few in Latin (English translations at the end):

parentem patientia uince. 
minorem ne contempseris. 
patere legem, quam ipse tuleris. 
benefici accepti esto memor. 
pauca in conuiuio loquere. 
miserum noli inridere. 
illud adgredere, quod iustum est. 
libenter amorem ferto.  
liberalibus stude.

Can you name the emperor in the photograph? The 
theatrical masks behind are a clue. It is Nero from the 
exhibition at the British Museum. The lighting, objects 
and ideas were superlative. Mary Beard wrote very well 
that the tombstone of Claudia Ecloge stood out most 
to her. A slave who had nursed Nero as a child and 
helped to bury him – was she forced to help bury him 
or was she willing remembering him fondly as a child? 
You can see her tour here https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Hywug2mmoQcA

A piece of graffiti from Pompeii fascinated me – it 
celebrated the visit of Nero and his wife Poppaea to the 
city. This man, although bloodthirsty and disliked by his 
own political class for his theatricality and baulking of 
traditions, was very popular amongst the people! We are 
reading about Tiberius in A-level Latin this year, a very 
different man who was controlled by his advisors and 
continually vacillated. Classics is an excellent mirror for 
the modern world. 

This demonstrates how flexible the study of the ancient 
world can be providing personal spiritual improvement 
as well as academic study. The Department has been 
most grateful to the many cultured Olavians who 
recognise this by studying Latin or (sometimes and!) 
Classical Civilisation and attending Classics Society, 

Greek Club and extra Greek classes, even under the 
most trying of circumstances, i.e. being at home and 
listening in. Here is my annual public opportunity to say 
gratias maximas vobis ago to the parents for supporting 
their sons and daughters in their study of the subject 
through encouragement and vocabulary tests as well 
as to my colleagues Dr. Abbattista, Miss Emmanuel 
(now teaching Latin in Essex) and Mr. Budds for their 
tirelessly imaginative teaching. Thanks also are due to 
Elise Stringfellow, Amber Reddin and Isaac Clark, the 
treshomines of the Classics Society for arranging their 
‘Wicked Emperors’ series and society quizzes. Meme 
of the Week provided humour and community whilst 
teaching was online  I enclose one of the best. Greek 
Club run by Dr. Abbattista has a strong following 
keeping the Hellenic alphabet and language alive.

2021 saw the first Olavian Classics Day given online 
by the Department of Greek and Latin, UCL. The first 
talk was from Dr. Stephen Colvin on Indo-European. 
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This vastly interesting talk was about how English and 
other languages derive from Latin and Greek and how to 
prove it. For example, the Latin sound ‘p’ maps onto the 
modern ‘f ’ in English, and ‘pater’ becomes ‘father’. It was 
followed by Dr. Antony Makrinos’ talk about ‘Homeric 
Heroes and Heroines’. He elaborated on the traits 
and features that constituted an Homeric hero – the 
superlatives they had to fulfil and their commonalities. 
Every hero had at least one almost superhuman physical 
trait – strength, beauty, speed and all became leaders 
of their time. They often had very complex backstories 
and were all extremely brave. Ultimately, he reflected 
on how culture has changed over time comparing our 
modern superheroes with these ancient legends. There 
were myriad questions from Olavians regarding Indo-
European and how Homer has influenced our heroes 
from Superman to Tolkien’s Frodo and Sam. We look 
forward to it returning to the Great Hall in March 2022.

We have and continue to enter Latin reading 
competitions run by the Cambridge branch of the 
Classical Association as well as essay competitions, one 
in which Elise Stringfellow attained first prize; this 
and two other pieces of research by our Classicists are 
included in this publication.

parentem patientia uince. 

Win over your parent with patience.

minorem ne contempseris. 

Despise not your inferior.

patere legem, quam ipse tuleris. 

Respect the law you yourself have made.

benefici accepti esto memor. 

Be mindful of favour received.

pauca in conuiuio loquere. 

Say little at banquets.

miserum noli inridere. 

Deride not the unhappy.

illud adgredere, quod iustum est. 

Seek that which is right.

libenter amorem ferto. 

Feel affection freely.

liberalibus stude.

Strive after noble things. 

Classics Society
Classics Society has enjoyed many presentations 
this year with a notably Roman flavour. The society 
‘Trihomines’ Isaac Clark, Elise Stringfellow, and Amber 
Reddin delivered talks on the First Triumvirate. The 
Evil Emperor Series has been particularly popular 
with students researching the most notorious Roman 
emperors in history: Liz Willcox presented on Nero, 
Hannah Cheung and Raveena Boopathy discussed 
Elagabalus, Aliyyah Ibitoye opted for Commodus, Elise 
Stringfellow gave a talk on Caligula and Mr Carroll 
concluded with Aurelian.  We sadly bid farewell to Miss 
Emanuel who had organised quizzes for Year 7, Year 8 
and Year 11 on Mythology, History and Proto-Indo-
European. Year 7 watched and discussed a documentary 
by Mary Beard about Pompeii whilst Year 8 read sections 
of the Iliad.

Dr John Patterson (Magdalene, Cambridge) held a 
captivating remote Classics talk about Cicero’s Second 
Philippic and the political turmoil of 1st Century BC 
Rome. Cicero’s political prowess was exceptionally 
elucidated by Dr Patterson. He discussed in depth 
the animosity between Mark Antony and Cicero and 
how the latter brutally likened or contrasted him with 
prominent historical figures at the time, such as Pompey, 
Clodius and Catiline to sully Antony’s reputation and 
highlight how he paled in comparison to them. The talk 
finished with the opportunity for questions leading to 
ten extremely interesting queries being raised, half of 
which originated from Olavians.

Greek Club 
Year 8 students learnt how to write and pronounce the 
letters of the Greek alphabet, to identify derivations 
from Greek words into a plethora of languages and 
understand their use in various cross-curricular fields 
including Mathematics, Art and Music. Classics Society 
has run for specific year groups on separate days with 
talks on Athenian Theatre and Sophocles’ Antigone. 
Shreyas Bharadwaj and Jonah MacDonald as Joint 
Caesars of the Society have run online quizzes and given 
talks, one covering Gilgamesh and chairing another 
prepared by Anupam Bandi about the differences in 
Roman government.

Alexander Carroll
      S___Head of Classics  



Students’ Work

Classics Essay Competition
Congratulations to Elise Stringfellow (12P) who was 
awarded First Prize in the Classics Essay Competition 
from the Cambridge Classical Association for her 
explanation about why Oedipus is the most memorable 
literary character she has encountered in Classical 
Civilisation.

Of the literary characters you have encountered in 
Classical Civilisation, who have you found to be the 
most memorable and why?

Arguably the most memorable character featured in 
ancient literature is Oedipus. Undoubtedly an iconic 

figure, Oedipus has perennially captivated countless 
generations with his mythic tale of unutterable patricide 
and incest, whose great intellect and power are totally 
diminished through his burning desire for the truth.

Perhaps the most harrowing explanation regarding 
Oedipus’ legendary status is that he can be viewed as 
an ‘Everyman’ figure, transitioning from ignorance to 
knowledge, all-powerful ruler to social pariah. Indeed, 

Dodds states, “Oedipus is every man and every man is 
potentially Oedipus”. According to legend, before his 
tragic simultaneous ‘anagnorisis’ and ‘peripeteia’, Oedipus 
was at the height of power as king of Thebes, having solved 
the riddle of the Sphinx utilising his formidable intellect 
and thus liberating the city. Yet, as Goldhill elucidates, 
Oedipus is both its “saviour and polluter”, as the deadly 
plague ravaging Thebes is in fact a manifestation of 
Oedipus’ own corruption as a result of his fulfilment of 
Apollo’s oracle by unwittingly murdering his father Laius 
and sleeping with his mother Jocasta. Consequently, the 
great power of Oedipus’ tale lies in its ability to “provoke 
its audience into self-reflection”, through emphasising 
the fragility of human knowledge and mankind’s deeply 
flawed nature, gravely conveying that anyone can commit 
misdeeds in ignorance. Furthermore, the myth also raises 
the haunting question of whether it is in fact possible for 
humankind to truly ‘know’ anything. Despite Oedipus’ 
supreme assurance of his boundless knowledge, he was 
totally unaware of the fundamental truth of his own 
identity, a notion rendered all the more ironic by the 
etymology of his very name. For example, ‘Oidipous’, 

Classics 
UCL’s Greek and Latin Department provided the 
Classics Lecture afternoon in March.  Dr Stephen 
Colvin talked about Indo-European and how English 
derives from Latin and Greek.  Dr Antony Makrinos 
spoke about ‘Homeric Heroes and Heroines’ elaborating 
on the traits that constituted an Homeric hero. There 
were myriad questions from Olavians regarding Indo-
European and how Homer has influenced our heroes 
from Superman to Tolkien’s Frodo and Sam. A recording 
is available from Mr Carroll.  Dr Abbattista’s Greek 
Club has continued online whilst Classics Society has 
held talks and a weekly ‘Meme of the Week’ competition 
directed by Miss Emanuel.
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translates as ‘swollen-foot’ in Ancient Greek, alluding to 
his injury sustained as a baby on Mount Cithaeron. Yet, 
the root ‘oidi’ is strikingly similar to ‘oida’, meaning ‘I 
know’, whilst ‘pou’ translates as ‘where’. These evocative 
connotations unequivocally augment the horrifying 
metaphorical blindness of Oedipus’ character, reinforcing 
Dodds’ conclusion that Oedipus symbolises the human 
condition of living in total darkness, oblivious to future 
disaster.

Furthermore, Oedipus is an utterly unforgettable 
character due to the fact that his downfall is caused by 
his own unwavering desire to discover the truth of Laius’ 
murder. In my opinion, Oedipus’ realisation of his true 
identity and parricidal, incestuous actions undoubtedly 
constitutes his tragic status, providing a particularly 
emotive example of ‘pathei mathos’. Indeed, I concur 
with Goldhill’s view that “every moment of success 
leads [Oedipus] further into disastrous self-destruction”. 
However, one may also interpret Oedipus’ tenacity 
as a profoundly admirable trait, with Dodds stating 
that Oedipus is a symbol of the insatiable curiosity of 
humankind, whilst Knox interprets Oedipus as “a heroic 
example of man’s dedication to the search for the truth” 
Similarly, Aristotle viewed Oedipus as a deeply estimable 
figure, praising him for embodying the characteristics 
of an ideal tragic hero, namely, social and intellectual 
superiority, and his downfall resulting from his ‘hamartia’ 
of murdering Laius. Yet, Aristotle’s favourable opinion 
can arguably be attributed to his personal belief in the 
state being run by a single, powerful individual, whilst 
writing under an Athenian monarchy. In contrast, 
5th century democratic Athenians would have been 
unsettled by Oedipus’ rather tyrannical nature as well as 
the devastating consequences of his kingship. However, 
despite these negative traits, Athenians would also have 
recognised similarities with Pericles, the well-loved 5th 
century statesman. Therefore, Oedipus’ status as a beloved 
and revered character would have produced sympathy 
within contemporary Athenian society, subsequently 
deserving of both “pity and fear”.

The memorability of Oedipus’ character is also 
reinforced through his outrageous transgressions. As 
Knox summarises, Oedipus violates “the two most 
formidable taboos observed by almost every human 
society”, namely, engaging in sexual intercourse with 
his mother and murdering his father, thus rendering 
Oedipus an enduring figure of both fascination and 
repulsion. Goldhill encapsulates this notion by stating 
that Oedipus “offers complex psychological lures” – a 
concept which particularly appealed to Freud. According 
to Freud, Oedipus’ appeal lies in his embodiment of the 
darkest fears and desires of humanity, as we all perhaps 

“direct our first sexual impulse towards our mother and 
our first hatred and our first murderous wish against 
our father”, a psychological notion forming the basis 
of Freud’s infamous ‘Oedipus Complex’. Although 
Freud’s theory has been dismissed as scientifically 
unfounded, Oedipus’ corruption of accepted societal 
norms is also notably explored in Sophocles’ ‘Oedipus 
the King’. For example, Oedipus’ opening words are, 
“Oh my children”, thus perturbingly foreshadowing his 
discovery of his incestuous actions. Indeed, language 
completely disintegrates by the end of the play when 
Oedipus pitifully embraces his young daughters 
Antigone and Ismene, exclaiming, “my two children…/
my own flesh and blood!”. This scene marks the point 
at which conventional familial boundaries have become 
completely blurred, as Oedipus is in fact both father 
and half-brother to his ‘children’. Consequently, the 
prevailing influence of Oedipus’ devastating fate is 
extremely profound, resulting in his name becoming a 
byword for ineffable crime and perverted desire.

Moreover, the legend of Oedipus not only appeals 
to the modern world, but also inspired numerous 
ancient authors. Indeed, several 5th century Athenian 
playwrights repeatedly explored its potential to captivate 
audiences. For instance, in 467 BC, Aeschylus penned a 
trilogy featuring the plays ‘Laius’ and ‘Oedipus’, as well 
as ‘Seven Against Thebes’. Comparably, the tragedian 
Euripides wrote three individual plays influenced by the 
legend between 415-406 BC: ‘The Phoenician Women’, 
‘Chrysippus’ and ‘Oedipus’. Yet, Sophocles’ tragedy, 
‘Oedipus the King’ (c.429 BC) is undoubtedly the most 
celebrated and popular adaptation, and has since become 
the standard version of the myth. 

Thus, through maintaining his continual influence upon 
society’s imagination and embodiment of mankind’s 
inherent flaws, Oedipus remains a fascinating figure, 
never failing to shock and enthral innumerable 
generations of audiences and readers alike.

Elise Stringfellow – Year 12
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The Department of
Religious Studies 

Descartes once famously pondered whether anything 
existed outside of his own imagination.  Was the 

whole of reality an illusion, created by a demon to trick 
him into thinking that the world around him was real?  
For much of 2021 there was a similar feeling about 
whether or not our students really existed: are they 
actually there on the other end of this Teams meeting, 
or are they just names on the screen?  I am sure I will 
not be the only Head of Department whose entry in 
the Olavian is more or less a lament on a year in which 
remoteness from each other was a near-constant feature. 

We all found ways to force some element of interactivity 
into our lessons, perhaps testing to see whether those 
names on the screen really corresponded to living people:  
‘Give me a thumbs up if you are okay with that last bit’; 
‘type a number out of 5 for how far you agree with …’; ‘fill 
in the survey form and let us see what people said’.  As 
the responses filled up the screen, there was a flickering 
of hope that there really were students on the other end 
of this, maybe even paying attention and possibly, just 
possibly, learning something. 

Descartes eventually thought he had solved the problem 
of the existence of the world around him.  He observed 
that he held in his mind the concept of a Supremely 
Perfect Being, and that the more he studied this concept, 
the more clearly he beheld that certain properties were 
intrinsic to it.  Much as a triangle at first glance must 
obviously have three sides, he argued, so at first glance 
also must the Supremely Perfect Being have every 
perfection.  Upon closer inspection, more is revealed 
about the concept.  In the case of the triangle, it becomes 
apparent that it must have three interior angles whose 
sum is 180 degrees.  In the case of God, argued Descartes, 
closer inspection reveals that having every perfection 
must surely include the perfection of existence.  In other 
words, God must exist because existence is contained 
within the very definition of God. 

It is a neat tautology (although Anselm said it better).  It 
is not something which lends itself very well to remote 
teaching, which is unfortunate because Year 12 had to 
encounter it in that manner.  Nevertheless, Descartes 
held the view that if God existed then surely he could be 
trusted to provide him with senses which were broadly 
reliable because, “God is not a deceiver”.  In remote 
teaching, the ultimate revelation of the existence of the 
external world was not God himself, but the student 
un-muting to answer a question. 

A voice emanated by magic from the ether and there 
was life.  Not only life, but a window sometimes into 
the worlds in which our students studied.  From those 
doing the whole thing on a mobile phone to those 
sharing desks with younger siblings, there was a range of 
obstacles being overcome.  I think the crown was taken 
by Ben Sharp of 10J, whose study space was missing a 
wall while builders worked on the house.  In the January 
chill, this must have been somewhat distracting, but he 
seemed in good spirits. 

I think good spirits is a nice place to leave this reflection 
on the RS Department’s experience of remote learning.  I 
was going to write that our students rose to the challenge, 
but the truth is that a lot of the time they just took it in 
their stride.  They mostly turned up as they always do: 
cheery-faced and quite looking forward to whatever’s 
coming up today.  They typed fun little comments into 
the chat box and made liberal use of smiley emojis.  They 
took part as best they could and they made intelligent 
comments.  They said hello at the start of lessons and 
thank you at the end.  There was actually something 
really nice about seeing that list of names appear at the 
start of each lesson because we are very fortunate to be 
able to say not only that the list of names on the screen 
did actually represent real people, but also that indeed it 
represented very likeable people indeed. 

For obvious reasons, there is not much to report in the 
way of trips from 2020-2021, so I have included some 
artwork from 8L instead.  If you look closely, perhaps 
you will be able to decipher key elements of the message 
of Buddhism, reimagined in a number of different ways.  
Joining them in the gallery is Damyan Korada of 9L’s 
piece about life and death, inspired by Dante’s Divine 
Comedy, Norse mythology, and the depiction of the 
New Jerusalem in Revelation 21.   

Andrew Lake  
      S__Head of Religious Studies  
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have neglected the negative impact of economic growth 
on the environment. Students were asked to develop 
a summary of the model, but most importantly come 
up with three steps as a household to play their part 
in the fight against climate change. This included only 
buying what is necessary, re-using or repairing items, 
buying locally, eating more sustainably, reducing energy 
consumption and driving less. All of these initiatives 
were incredibly inspiring to read and show the value that 
our students place on the future of our planet. 

The Olavian Economist
As the world moved online, our student economists set 
up our first ever blog. Every week, students from the 
department wrote articles on real world issues facing 
the discipline which were then shared with fellow 
Olavians. It provided an excellent platform to enrich 
students and showcase their amazing talents. At the 
end of the year, we produced another issue of our annual 
Olavian Economist publication which focused on the 
pandemic. This included articles titled, ‘Covid-19: A 
Threat to Women’s Economic Security’, ‘The Inequality 
Infection’, ‘Mental Health: The Shadow Crisis of Covid-
19’ and a number of interviews with academics from the 
Economics discipline. 

Political Economy Society 
Due to the bubble system, for the first time ever the society 
had to run separately for Year 12 and Year 13. However, 
this had little impact on the quality of talks throughout 
the year, with students pushing the boundaries of the 
subject by delivering a host of fascinating presentations 
on a range of topics. 

The Department of Economics

First and foremost, the department would like to thank 
all of our Sixth Form economists for continuing to 

excel in what was a very challenging year. Despite the 
pandemic, the students remained fully engaged in the 
subject throughout this period and produced some 
outstanding work during school closure. We welcomed a 
new member of staff to the department, Andrew Sykes, 
who has added both his experience and knowledge to 
the team so that we continually improve our practices. 
At the end of the year, we saw the departure of Head 
of Department, John Greenwood. Mr Greenwood is 
very much part of the furniture at St. Olave’s and his 
contribution to the Economics department has been 
quite incredible. For well over a decade, he has inspired 
cohort after cohort to explore Economics beyond the 
syllabus with his unique and exciting teaching style, 
caring personality and love of the subject. He will be 
sorely missed by us all and we wish every success for the 
future. 

Discover Economics and Black History 
Month
The department collaborated with Discover Economics 
to produce a video to encourage young black students 
to study Economics. Discover Economics campaign to 
increase diversity in Economics, with the aim of having 
economists from minority backgrounds represented in 
key roles in government departments and the Bank of 
England. Sheena Akende, Ayomide Akande, Gloria 
Asiegbu and William Awomoyi spoke about their love 
of the subject and their advice to students considering 
studying the subject. This video was used nationwide and 
I have no doubt that the words of these four students 
will inspire others to follow in the same path as them. 

Kate Raworth’s Doughnut Economics
The Year 12 economists undertook a project studying the 
Doughnut model, a 21st century economics framework 
designed by Kate Raworth. The model challenges society 
to meet the needs of all within the means of the planet 
and is a response to traditional economic models which 

John Greenwood
      S___Head of Economics  
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The Sports Faculty

Last year was certainly challenging in many ways, 
but of course this gave us an opportunity to develop 

other skills and avenues for development. For instance, 
I hope that you have had the chance to listen to the 
podcasts we produced, ‘A Trip down Goddington Lane’, 
where we discussed the sporting journeys of some of our 
most successful sportsmen and women. With a focus on 
personal fitness and adapted team games the aim was to 
ensure that students were gaining the benefits of physical 
activity but also were able to socialise with team-mates. 
The absence of many sporting fixtures against other 
schools was certainly frustrating but we were impressed 
with how our students responded to this amended 
curriculum. When extra-curricular activities were able to 
resume we were overwhelmed at the number of students 
attending activities – on some days over 100 students 
from just one year group. A thirst for sport certainly 
has not diminished in recent years! The summer term 
was welcomed with a return to competitive fixtures in 
cricket, athletics and tennis which culminated in our 
own Sport’s Day. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank both staff and students for their positivity during 
these difficult months and commitment to helping run 
the PE and sports programme – we often say in sport that 
it is in adversity that you learn the most about yourself. 
As a faculty we have learned that we are privileged to 
working with this cohort of young people and the staff 
who give up their time to help them develop. There is 
much to be positive as we look ahead to the new year – 
new facilities and new opportunities to grow and shine: 
we look forward to sharing the journey with you.

Swimming
Congratulations to Srikar Namireddy, who was 
selected to compete in the 2021 British Swimming 
Championships in London during April. This event will 
feature highly in the qualification process for the Tokyo 
Olympic Games. This is a great opportunity for Srikar 
to put in a strong case for European Championship 
selection, if not an Olympic event, and he is reaping the 
rewards of an immense breakout season in 2019/2020.

Special Achievement
Isaac Olaleye has been selected for the Kent Under 15 
Football Squad for 2020-21.
Old Olavian, Keiron Walton, is playing Premier League 
Hockey for Exeter University Hockey Club

Badminton
Paulius Bartkus, won a Gold medal in the doubles and 
a Bronze medal in the Kent Badminton tournament. 
Sai Reddy achieved success in badminton by winning a 
Bronze medal in the Kent U16 tournament, especially 

impressive as he is a year young for 
this.
Arjun Jadhav won a Silver in the 
U16 Boys Double at the Kent Junior 
Restricted Badminton Tournament 
held in Canterbury.
Caleb Boy turned 
professional as a 
squash player and 
has already played a 

couple of professional matches. In the 
boys U17 national rankings for this 
month he is ranked at number one in 
England. Congratulations and we look 
forward to following his squash career

           Andrew Kenward
                    Director of Sport



Olavian 2021 – 97

Gatliff Marathon
Congratulations to Matias Morgan who completed an 
ultra-marathon over the summer break. The event took 
place on 22 August, with an ultra-distance route of 50km 
(just over 31 miles) on paths and trails through the Kent 
and Surrey countryside. It was not just a run though as 
the course was not marked and had to be navigated by 
following written instructions only which added to the 
challenge, and meant a distance of 55km (34 miles) was 
actually covered! Matias finished in a total time of just 
over 9 hours with a well-deserved jam and cream scone 
at the end!

Cricket
Due to the 
pandemic, last 
year’s U12 team 
had to wait until 
September to play 
their county Plate 
final against Judd. 
The opposition 
eventually posted 

a total of 150 and, despite an excellent 58 not out from 
opener Yuvraj Tibrewal and an enterprising 28 from 
captain Liam Butterworth, we fell 20 runs short. An 
excellent occasion though and well done to the boys for 
playing so well

Tennis
Well done to our 
Year 7 tennis team 
who played against 
the City of London 
School. This was a 
very competitive 
fixture culminating 
in a close win for 
the A team and a 
loss for the B teams. 

Congratulations to all the players who performed. Also, 
well done to all the Year 10 athletes who competed at the 
Bromley Schools’ Intermediate Championships.

Rugby
Despite lockdown preventing any fixtures, rugby was 
still played by the various year groups as House matches 
and in training. Arun Kaushik was made captain and 
the senior players led by example through their positive 
attitude in adversity.
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The Department of Art

The Art & Design department have had a hectic and 
difficult year, as with everyone, the pandemic has 

brought a series of challenges but for the students in 
Art & Design and the staff delivering the content it has 
been particularly tricky; limited access to materials and 
equipment, delivery outside of the Art studios, students 
working with whatever they can get their hands on at 
home, trying to deliver practical hands-on tasks via 
teams and video etc.. But, the resilience, determination 
and ingenuity displayed by the students engaging with 
the subject has been a huge bonus for us and represents 
the very best qualities we should aspire to for all of our 
Olavians and in many ways makes the quality of work 
produced even more special.  We have had Pop Art 
periodic table posters, digital Art & Design workshops 
developed for students by students, Pop-Up interactive 
maps of personal spaces, students painting with food 
and making sculptures out of recycling as well as some 
outstanding work in more traditional formats. Please find 
attached two very personal works created by our students 
this year, the first is a response to the Covid pandemic 
by Samuel Rayner in Year 11 inspired by the work of 
Basquiat and the second is a much softer reflection on 
her family by Hannah Wallis.

As spring gave way to summer we experienced a real 
mixture of emotions, excited to have our students back 
and working in the studios and to see the amazing work 
our exam groups had been doing at home and hopeful for 
the future but also tinged with sadness in the knowledge 
that again we would not be able to hold our end of your 
showcase exhibition. It is only in its absence thar we 
truly realise the importance and impact it has on the 
morale and spirits of the students as well as providing 
a suitable culmination for the course and a celebration 
of their hard work. Just before half-term we also wished 
Ms. Farr the very best as she departed on maternity leave 
and at the same time welcomed Ms. Ahmad to replace 
her, full of enthusiasm and bringing a new perspective 
on the Arts and especially adept with illustration she has 
quickly settled into the Olave’s community. Results at 
GCSE and A level have been excellent again with some 
students managing to exceed their challenge grades 
despite the difficulties and we continue to develop and 
work on our GCSE uptake. 

One of the unfortunate side-effects of the restrictions 
within school was our inability to build on our Creative 
Careers focused visits by external speakers and whilst our 
numbers have balanced a bit more at GCSE we would 
love to see more students opt to continue with us as they 

progress through the school. We hope that this year will 
enable us to once again spread our wings a bit more, get 
the students out on more visits to galleries, exhibitions 
and creative careers trips and, fingers crossed, hold our 
annual exhibition at which you can experience the work 
for yourselves.

Alex Clark
        Head of Art

Art project
Congratulations to Year 13 student, Yasir Hafeez, who has 
completed an A-Z of wellbeing cards as part of his A-Level 
Art project in which he selected ‘Mind’ as a client.

       
                       Favelas – Year 7 
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            Mikhail Sumygin – Year 8

Student Exibition 
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The Department of Design 
& Technology

This has been a different and challenging year for 
the Design and Technology department with 

Covid precautions and restrictions impacting heavily 
on students in the Department across all year groups. 
With limited access to the workshop facilities GCSE 
and A Level students responded to the challenge with 
determination to succeed no matter what obstacles came 
their way. 

Student projects developed with the same breadth and 
depth as ever, with students selecting interesting and 
varied briefs to solve real and challenging problems 
and developing creative solutions. In other year groups 
students enjoyed D&T lessons in maths, languages and 
humanities classrooms but did not let this dampen or 
hinder their enthusiasm or creativity. 

Outside of the classroom many extra-curricular activities 
were not able to be run, but despite the barriers and 
challenges students continued to take part in F1 in Schools 
with Team Electron competing in the remote World 
Championships and other student teams qualifying for 
the remotely held National Championships.

 The UK Space Design Team also continued to succeed, 
taking their skills to the online competition platform, 
winning their regional and competing in the National 
Final. 

We are really looking forward to getting all of our classes 
back into the workshops and being able to get more 
Extra Curricular opportunities up and running over the 
next year. 

 

International Space Settlement
The St. Olave’s team won the national final of the 
International Space Settlement Competition last term 
and ten of them won a place to compete at NASA in 
Florida for the UK team. This event was unfortunately 
cancelled, but the competition continued via video 
link. Due to their commitment and performance over 
the days (and nights) of the competition, the UK team 
won the international event. Congratulations to all 
the students involved. The UK team worked hard to 
overcome technological and cultural barriers with a 
degree of professionalism and composure beyond their 
years and received praise from our company supervisors, 
who included an Engineer at Boeing and Old Olavian, 
Shayne Beegadhur. 
The International Space Settlement Design Competition 
is the highest level of space design competition in the 
world, and qualifying is an impressive feat in itself. 
After winning the London Regionals and the National 
Finals at Imperial College, 12 students from St. Olave’s 
were invited to represent the UK at the ISSDC. Usually 
held over three days at Kennedy Space Centre, Florida, 
students from St. Olave’s and Eltham College formed 
the UK contingent for this year’s four-day virtual 
competition.

Big Bang Competition
Congratulations to Year 11 
students, Siddarth, Vaibhav, 
Harsha and Chintan who 
were nominated for the 
Stantec Developing Future 
Communities Award and The 
Siemens Award for Digital 
Skill due to their design 
of a Wildfire and Drought 

Prediction Drone in the Big Bang Competition 2021. 
The Team were 
interviewed for the 
awards by Teams 
from Stantec and 
BAE Systems.

Rosie Hawley
        Head of Design & Technology
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F1 In Schools
Team ‘ELECTRON’, 
made up of Year 11 
students, took part in the 
National Finals of the F1 
in Schools competition. 
Their car, which hurtled 
down the 25m race track 
at over 50mph, came just 
0.003s behind the winners, 
to be the second fastest car 
in the UK. Thanks in part 
to the generous support 
of their sponsors, Toyota 
Jemca Sidcup, the team 
also finished 2nd overall, 

which means they will be representing England in the 
F1 in Schools World Finals! Year 11 students, Kaylan, 
Moosa, Kavin, Nathan, Rohan and Virujan secured their 
place in the Nationals by their outstanding performance 
last November in the South East Regional Final, where 
they came 2nd. The National Finals had been due to take 
place in the Airbus Bristol factory, but the competition 
was in a completely virtual format this year, with teams 
recording and editing video presentations for the judges, 
and finishing the manufacture at home, before posting 
them off. What makes the students’ achievement all the 
more impressive is that this is only the second year that 
St. Olave’s has taken part in the event.

Student Achievements
Navaneeth Madhavan achieved a Silver award in the 
Galactic Challenge.

Devaansh Lulla, won a Silver award in the Galactic 
Challenge for the design of Horizon, a space rescue 
organisation.

Engineering Scholarships
Congratulations to Aaditya, Daksh, Hardiv, Jamie, 
Nathan and Saakshi who have won Arkwright 
Engineering Scholarships. This is the most prestigious 
scholarship of its type in the UK to inspire and nurture 
school-age students to be the country’s future leaders of 
the Engineering Profession. Scholarships are awarded to 
high[1]calibre 16 year old students through a rigorous 
selection process and these support students through the 
two years of their A-Levels.
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Editor’s Notes
It probably goes without saying that this was one of the 
more difficult years of all our lives thus far. It will have 
been especially difficult for those Olavians who have 
yet to describe themselves as “Old”.   My admiration 
goes to them and all the staff who will have had to do 
their work in such different circumstances to those 
which the majority of my readers will remember as 
our school days.   

As I write, I am waiting to be called for my flu jab 
and, I hope, my third “booster” vaccination. Let us 
hope that these are successful for all of us, and for all 
the world.

At least I was able to get back to the job which I feel 
so lucky to have fallen into during the later years of 
my life. After a year when I was unable to score any 
cricket matches for Derbyshire, all county scorers 
were able to do their job, and the majority of them 
were able to travel to away matches again, although 
only from the start of June.

As always, I am very grateful to those Olavians who 
have sent contributions, more than usual, I think, 
possibly due to members seeking ways to fill the 
time they were having to spend at home during this 
pandemic. I am sure that it is true to say that I was 
an under-achiever at St. Olave’s and I sometimes 
wonder what I might have achieved in life if I had 
been inspired (forced?) to do more. Rex Barker is 
another who describes himself as one who might 
have achieved more at StOGS: he has written a very 
full article describing his achievements in life, and 
I think readers will agree that he did not allow any 
shortcomings at school to hold him back.

I would most certainly recommend his contribution 
to all readers as a story which must be read. Indeed, I 
would hope that you will find all the stories told by my 
contributors of interest. Better still perhaps there will 
be others who would like to share their experiences 
and achievements during the years since they left our 
School. I look forward to receiving them.

My thanks go to Veronica Andrews for her help in 
producing the OO section of this magazine: we are 
most fortunate to have someone who gives so much of 
her time and expertise in looking after our interests.

 John Brown
  Editor, Old Olavian
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Chairman’s Report
What a year! Never mind Covid, I retired in October 2020 
after forty-three years in banking.

Any registered members of the Society will have received 
a regular newsletter from me and will also have seen some 
great improvements to our website.

Starting where we left off last October, the Covid 
restrictions meant the Service of Remembrance and 
laying of wreaths was held and filmed with just the main 
participants in attendance. Graham Milne (1963) again 
represented Old Olavians.

I did not attend any events in the School’s calendar for 
obvious reasons.

Unlike last year, the Society’s AGM was not cancelled. 
Instead, it was arranged and held via Zoom. It was the most 
attended AGM for years, and the minutes are published 
below. The accounts referred to in those minutes were 
signed off by our honorary Auditor, Paul Askham (1977), 
and showed the following:

Society Accounts 2019 2020

Income £15,362 £11,352
Expenditure £10,506 £6,690
Excess of Income/(Expenditure) £4,856 £4,662
Balance Sheet £38,944 £43,607

Given the success of the format, I am hoping it is possible 
to find a way to allow virtual attendance in future.

Since mid-March 2020, I had been working from home, 
and was lucky that I could. As I said last year, one of the 
good things to come out of this strange existence is that I 
have spoken to my old mates from school more than ever 
before. We have continued to book a regular weekly online 
meeting slot, affectionately referred to as ‘WetherzOOms’, 
when we chat and have a beer. I am not sure that I would 
have remained sane without these guys, as I have continued 
to ‘shield’.

In May, some Covid rules were lifted, so there was an 

outside chance of a Reunion being held later in the year. I 
conducted a poll which showed that if a Reunion did take 
place, there were enough OOs interested to make the event 
a success. Mr David Craig, the recently retired Head of 
Classics, agreed to be the Society’s guest speaker, even if the 
engagement was confirmed at short notice.

Summer saw the significant relaxation of Covid rules, 
which meant that I could now consider planning the 
Annual Reunion, if a venue could be found. The RAF 
club were already fully booked and the School would later 
confirm that it could be held on the School premises on 
Saturday 2nd October.

I was not able to attend the Reunion but know that it was a 
great success. I am very grateful to Veronica Andrews who 
took on so much of the organising and administration, 
Graham Milne (1963) who MC’ed for me at short notice, 
the Parents’ Association who ran the bar again for us, and 
to David Craig who made the day for so many attendees. 
Thank you. A number of attendees have shared some of 
their memories later in this section of the Olavian, and 
more photos can be seen on our Facebook page, and our 
website if you are a registered member.

Please let me know if you are looking for something in 
particular from the Society. It is your Society.

I look forward to hearing from you and wish you all the 
very best for 2022.

 Chris Harris
  (1977)
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The Annual General Meeting of The Old Olavians’ 
Society 

Wednesday 24 March 2021 – 19:30

Attending: 

President: Andrew Rees (Headteacher); OO Administrator: 
Veronica Andrews 

Committee Members: Chris Harris (1977 - Chairman), 
Paul Ouseley (1977 - Treasurer), Bill Prouse (1977 - 
Secretary), Graham Milne (1963)

Members: Graham Bennett (1977), John Brown (1955), 
Ben Falat (1971), Ian Giles (1966), Ron Gough (1956), 
Roger Hammond (1973), Alicia Harris (2015), Colin 
Jeynes (1955), Mike Nevin (1965), Richard Norman 
(1962), Keith Richards (1949), Andrew Sawczenko (1981), 
Clive Smith (1969), Nigel Smith (1968), George Snelgrove 
(1964), Richard White (1977), Howard Wilkie (1966), 
Howard Wiseman (1987), David Woodward (1972).

Apologies: 

Dr Laurence Harris (1970), George Jellis (1958), Rajiv 
Purwar (1977), Mike Roberts (1965), Alvan Sherman 
(1948).

1. Chairman’s welcome

2. Apologies for absence (see above)

3. Minutes of Last Meeting
The minutes were agreed to be a true reflection of last year’s 
AGM and were unanimously approved. 

4. Matters arising
The Chairman advised that the new website is proving 
to have much potential for engagement with the OOs, 
however, volunteers are needed to develop it further - 
suggestions welcome. Any feedback that will improve its 
use by all members is also most welcome.

Getting recent leavers to sign up to OOs Subscriptions 
continues to be a challenge. Last November, the School 
engaged a new Head of Finance, Lucy Crawford, and part 
of her remit is the development side and donor relations. The 
Chairman is due to meet with Ms Crawford imminently. 
Funds held on the accounts with our bankers continue to 
attract very low interest rates. The investigations conducted 
by the Chairman found that both the amounts were too 
low and the signing arrangements were not suitable for 
better returns.

5. Chairman’s Report
Membership: There are 2724 names on the OO database. 
Names are removed if they have neither an email nor postal 
address, however, a complete record of names outside of 
the website is retained for cross-checking against future 
requests to join/rejoin. In the last 12 months, new members 
were registering at an average rate of about 4 per month.

2463 of those registered have a valid email address. This is 
an improvement on the number given two years ago and, 
whilst more email addresses have been removed as they 
were no longer valid and were bouncing back undelivered, 
we continue to try to make contact and find new email 
addresses.

As at year end 30th September 2020, 330 members paid 
£20 or more entitling them to the magazine, and a further 
183 paid something, giving a total of 513 paying £9,372. 
The above includes 12 paying sponsorship members, 
paying £1,025. However, it is a drop in subscriptions of 
£1,165 over the last two years.

Actions to improve subscriptions:

1.Where contact details are available, the Chairman 
is writing to all payers of £5, £10 and £13 per 

annum (these are the old subscription rates), to ask 
them to consider increasing their donation.

2.All new members of the LinkedIn group are 
asked to register on the website and consider 

paying the subscription for the benefit of the School.

3.Recent leavers from 2020 have not been asked 
to sign up to a subscription yet. As they collect 

their certificates (delayed due to Lockdown) they 
will be reminded to register. All those registering 
will be asked to consider paying the subscription. 
30 have already registered and 4 of those have paid a 
subscription.

4.Of the leavers from 2015 and 2016, only 8 are 
paying subscriptions. The Chairman has recently 

sent out 205 emails to these cohorts explaining how 
we rely on subs and what has been achieved in the last 
few years and suggesting upgrading their membership 
to a paid subscription. 

Society Admin: This continues to be managed 
entirely by the Chairman and Veronica Andrews, 

the School’s OO Administrator. The Chairman 
thanked Veronica for her efforts.  Veronica’s role 
includes among other things, fielding enquiries from 
OOs as well as their families, who are looking for 
details regarding family histories.   
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Audit is managed by the committee pro tem, with thanks 
to Paul (Frank) Askham, our honorary auditor.

Magazine: Many thanks again to John Brown, 
our Editor. John continues to give order to our 

memories of school life, staff, events etc. Contributions 
for The Olavian can be emailed directly to John or 
posted to Veronica. The number of contributions last 
year was again mainly the result of direct requests, 
John’s notes and, of course, the Cricket Tour report 
(see item 9).   

Website: Usage continues to grow and the 
average number of page hits per month last 

year was 900. In the first 3 months of this year, the 
average increased to 2000 hits. Photos continue to be 
submitted, swelling the Year Group and other albums. 
New pages are in development by the Chairman, 
including: 

Announcements – e.g. Deaths, Births and 
Marriages – photos can be uploaded with the 

news,  and in the Deaths section it is possible to add 
a link to the member’s published obituary

Archives – a timeline with links to photos and 
documents

Alumni Stories – it will be a sort of ‘what did you 
study’, ‘where are you now’, ‘what makes  you 

tick’ Q&A. This is in the very early stages, but the 
Chairman would welcome members  present at 
the AGM to take part, when the opportunity arises.

Newsletters: The Chairman has been creating 
the newsletters, following the departure of Jane 

Wells. They have been redesigned recently and they do 
seem to elicit more positive reactions from members.

LinkedIn Group: This is managed by the Chairman 
and Veronica Andrews. The group now has 500 

(402) members and is growing fast. It is no longer a 
private group and is visible to everyone, but you are 
still required to submit a request for membership.

The School have recently created their own LinkedIn 
group page, with thanks to Veronica for setting this up. 
This is a two-way street between the OOs and the School, 
which OO members can benefit from as well.

Facebook: This is managed by the Chairman and 
now has 857 followers (783). Any feedback would 

be welcomed with a view to making this a more useful 
and attractive tool for our members. The Facebook 
page offers another way to contact the Society and is 

often used by children and grandchildren of OOs to 
share information with the Society and photographs.

Southway Fives Centre - Court Name: The Society 
has donated a large sum of money to this project 

(over £40,000) and will, therefore, be entitled to name 
one of the courts. The Chairman recently wrote to 
members for suggestions of people for recognition, or 
just names to be considered.  Jimmy Biggs and Joe 
Ward Senior will have courts named after them by 
OO Fives, as both were huge figures in the history of 
the club. The final decision on our Court name will be 
made by the committee. Below is a list of responses 
so far: 

Ted Fallace – OO Bar Manager for many years.

Howard Wiseman

Doug Keeble - He was a stalwart of the Eton Fives 
Association and had a wealth of involvement with not only 
Fives but also Old Olavian Cricket throughout the sixties, 
seventies and eighties. Sadly, he passed away in 1995.

The OO Society Court – with special appreciation to GF 
Howard, RGL Williams, and RT Spooner for services to 
Olavian Fives – they were backbone of club during 60s, 
70s and 80s

Swinburn Court

The Horsleydown Court (to be known as the Horsley)

The Chairman asked attendees to email if they had any 
comments or suggestions. The decision will be finalised 
within the next couple of months. Howard Wiseman will 
update us on progress in the OOs Fives club report (see 
item 9).

6. OOs Funds with the School 

OOs Account: The current balance stands at 
£9,971.73. These are funds that the Society has 

previously donated and that have not yet been spent. 
Planned future expenditure includes the refurbishment 
of the Great Hall with new staging, an overhaul of 
the AV system, new blinds and generally sprucing it 
up. All of these will make a massive difference to any 
performers, both musical and theatrical, and to the 
audiences.
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Head Teacher’s Hardship Fund (funded from the defunct 
Marshalls Fund and our Benevolent Fund):

These monies are used to make sure that no student misses 
out on opportunities simply through financial hardship. 
The Head Teacher has control of them, and in the past our 
Benevolent fund has made donations. The current balance 
is over £45,000, so at present there is no requirement for 
further money from the Benevolent Fund.

7. Finance Report 

Society Accounts: Total Subscriptions are down 
£1,165 over the last two years; however, investment 

income continues to rise, following a hit in September 
2020. Actual values of the investments are now back 
at, or just above, 2018 values.

The 2019 reunion lunch was subsidised from subscription 
income to the tune of about £400. As the objectives of the 
Society are the bringing together of Old Olavians for ‘the 
furtherance of personal friendships’, this seems justified. 
That amount is less than the cost of the nine Senior 
Prefects, the Head Teacher, Guest Speaker, two members 
of Staff and the Bar Staff, who we do not charge, and the 
subsidy offered to younger OOs.

Although not shown in the accounts, the Society still 
has seven pairs of enamel oval cufflinks, over a hundred 
pairs of the round cufflinks and thirty-two ties in stock. 
If you attended the 2019 Reunion Lunch, you would have 
received a pair of round cufflinks then.

The Chairman proposed making £18,500 available to the 
school including the Sponsorship money, in accordance with 
the current policy to maintain a minimum Accumulated 
Fund of £25,000, after the donation to the School; any 
requests for the use of the money are to be dealt with by the 
Committee. Motion seconded by Graham Milne (1963) 
and carried unanimously.

The Chairman proposed making a donation to the OOs 
Cricket Club to assist with tour expenses (as in previous 
years) to the sum of £500. Motion seconded by Keith 
Richards (1949) and carried unanimously. 

Benevolent Fund: The trustees have not donated 
any funds to the School in the last three years 

for the Head Teacher to use in cases of hardship. 
Obviously, any direct applications will be considered.

The Chairman advised of a request in 2019 from an Old 
Olavian who has been hospitalised for some time and was 
granted the sum of £250. The Chairman thanked Graham 
Milne for conducting the assessment and visiting the OO. 
A further request has been received recently from the same 

OO and a further sum of £250 has been granted. This will 
be reflected in this year’s accounts.

Richard White (1977) proposed the approval of this year’s 
accounts. The motion was seconded by Bill Prouse (1977) 
and carried unanimously.

Ben Falat (1971) commented that the ‘give as you earn’ 
scheme warrants publicity to support the Benevolent Fund. 
The Chairman advised that, the charitable purpose of the 
fund is so tightly prescribed and that there were so few 
requests from OOs, that this account really does not need 
further funding. 

8. Functions Report
No Reunion took place last year because of the Covid-19 
restrictions in place. The 2019 Reunion held at the School 
was very successful, with guest speaker Squadron Leader 
Mike Ling MBE in attendance. The reunion was subsidised 
by the Society with approximately £400, which covered the 
costs of our guests, the Head Teacher and Senior Prefect 
Team.

As the Covid-19 restrictions are still on-going, no dates 
have been set for any of the normal events that take place 
each year, and that includes the Annual Reunion.

Graham Milne (1963) confirmed that the annual Savoy 
Choir reunion is planned for the second Sunday in July 
2021.

Andrew Rees (Head Teacher) confirmed that, whilst 
the School is unable to run the annual Commemoration 
Service in the normal manner this May, it is hoped that 
instead an online service will take place, details of which 
will be circulated to OO members. 

9. Affiliated Club Reports

Rugby: This club remains dormant, therefore, 
nothing to report.

Fives: Howard Wiseman confirmed that the club 
had enjoyed another good season and were able 

to complete most of their matches before the Covid-
19 restrictions came into force. Notable successes 
included the retention of the Alan Barber Trophy. Seb 
Cooley achieved his 10th National Championship 
in a row. There are lots of younger players coming 
through the ranks; the team for the 3-pair Mens’ 
Nationals included two current Olavians and was a 
tremendous success.

Despite the Covid-19 measures and Southway Fives 
Project, training continued by means of the open-air court 
at High Elms. Unfortunately, the season was inevitably cut 
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short, with the U13 final yet to be played. The youngsters 
have been outstanding and already feel like they are OOs 
through their engagement with the senior players.

Five years on and the Southway Fives Project continues.  
Howard Wiseman expressed his thanks to Andrew Rees 
(Head Teacher) and Steve Rogers (Premises Manager) for 
their efforts in keeping the project on track despite various 
pitfalls with the original builders. Two of the new courts will 
be completed by the start of next term (19th April 2021) 
allowing 6 courts to return to use. The space looks superb; 
there is a huge entrance and the height of the building has 
been preserved. The building has been completely rewired 
and the lighting improved.

The original contractors have gone into liquidation but an 
insurance claim is being pursued with their sister company 
for £250,000. If successful, this will enable completion of 
the 2 end courts (at the Pavilion end) creating 8 courts in 
total.

John Brown commented that Fives played a huge part in 
his life during the 1960s/70s. St. Olave’s is the leading Fives 
school in the country and Howard Wiseman deserves an 
enormous amount of credit for driving this.

Cricket: Ian Giles reiterated what an unusual year 
this has been. Despite initial concerns that the 

annual Tour might not be feasible this year, lockdown 
restrictions lifted in time to allow the Tour to proceed 
with resounding success. The full report is printed in 
The Olavian but, to summarise, the OOs won their 
matches against Paignton, Sandford, Chudleigh, 
South Devon and Kenn CCs and achieved a 
‘winning draw’ against Sidmouth CC. The Sidmouth 
match had two notable successes, with the first 100 
partnership since the mid-1980s batted by Cameron 
and Laurence Sanders, with Cameron then going on 
to finish 101 (not out) off 100 balls.

The Tour was pleased to welcome five new OO members: 
Andy and Billy Rouse, Nick Worsley, Joe East and Nathan 
Rakshamuthu. However, sadly Brian Cantle lost his fight 
with pancreatic cancer towards the end of 2020. Brian 
was a stalwart of the OO Tour and indeed managed the 
side during the 1970s/80s; he will be sorely missed. A 
commemorative game is planned for 4th July 2021 against 
the Old Wilsonians, and this will take place at the Old 
Dunstonians’ Ground near Bromley.

The OOs Summer 2021 Tour will commence on 8th 
August 2021 for six days. The funds generously donated 
by the Society allow the Tour to subsidise young players 
or those on low incomes by paying 50% of their hotel 
bills. This money also contributes towards the payment of 
ground fees, which can cost between £140-£160 at most 

grounds.

Lodge and Chapter: Graham Milne reported that 
Michael Hudson was elected as Master for the 

second time at the beginning of 2020. However, 
since then, the Lodge has been unable to conduct any 
meetings due to the Covid-19 restrictions in place. 
The Lodge would welcome new OO members when 
meetings recommence; school leavers can join over 
the age of 18.

Howard Wiseman asked about the role of the Lodge. 
Graham advised that much of their work was for charity, 
undertaken by the 250,000+ Freemason members from 
lodges across the country. On average, the Freemasons (as a 
whole) raise in excess of £30m/annum for charity.

Graham also acknowledged his appreciation of John 
Brown’s efforts as Editor of the OO section of The Olavian. 

10. Election of Officers
All current members of the committee are happy to 
continue in their roles as follows:

Chairman: Chris Harris 

Secretary: Bill Prouse

Treasurer: Paul Ouseley

Committee members: Raj Purwar, Graham Milne

John Brown (1955) proposed the re-election of all 
committee members.

The motion was seconded by Richard White (1977) and 
carried unanimously.

11. Other Business
Andrew Rees (Head Teacher) commented regarding the 
The Olavian magazine: David Craig has now stepped down 
as Olavian Editor; Tereska Taylor (Head Teacher’s PA) will 
be putting together the publication for 2021.

John Brown commented that he was deeply sorry to hear of 
the passing of Brian Cantle. Brian had been instrumental 
in John’s appointment as Editor for The Olavian some 25 
years ago.

     



Olavian 2021 – Old Olavian – 115

Old Olavians’ Reunion Lunch - 2021
Our Chairman sent his usual invitations to some 
of the attendees at the annual reunion to send their 
impressions on how the occasion had gone.  

Stephen Spencer (1980) sent the following: “In May 
1977, I took part, as a member of the St. Olave’s 

Choir, in the Bromley Schools’ Silver Jubilee Concert, 
singing such magnificent works as “I was Glad” by 
CHH Parry and Handel’s “Zadok the Priest”. It was 
naturally a very memorable occasion and was also 
the first time I remember being under the baton of 
Stephen Davies, whose arrival in the wake of Desmond 
Swinburn was a study in contrasts. 1977 was also the 
year Elvis Presley died, and the year I became a fan 
of the man and his music. On 2nd October 2021, it 
was a delight to talk to Stephen Davies at the Old 
Olavians’ Society Annual Reunion, and not least to 
discover (after all these years) that he regards Elvis 
as a very fine singer. I shouldn’t have been surprised, 
since Mr Davies’ foremost gift was surely his ability 
to widen the definition of “good” music at St Olave’s, 
making it more inclusive whilst maintaining the 
excellent standards of his predecessor. 

“This sort of conversation is, as you’ll know if 
you’ve attended one, typical of those to be enjoyed 
at the reunion. On this occasion it was uplifting to 
see a strong turnout (Covid, petrol shortages and 
Biblical rain notwithstanding), and, as always, to 
sing the School Song, this time to the lustrous organ 
accompaniment of the recently be-medalled Dr Noël 
Tredinnick BEM. In the company of Simon West, my 
partner in crime at nearly all the reunions for almost 
forty years (and we’re still young, by the way), we had 
the honour of being seated with Des Coulson (still, in 
my mind, after all these years, better known as “Mr” 
or “Fred”), whose pride in the school he led with such 
humanity still burns clear. After an excellent lunch, 
some good wine, great conversation, and a fine speech 
by David Craig (“more Ovid than Covid”), not even 
the weather could dampen our spirits as we wended 
our way to the Maxwell for the after-party, there to 
reflect and to reaffirm, that there is nowhere like St 
Olave’s, and nothing like the Old Olavians’ reunion 
to celebrate that fact. See you next year!” 
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Garry Ralph (1988) wrote: “The Old Olavian 
lunch was superb, yet again. Meeting up with old 

friends, especially after Covid-19 put paid to last year. 

“I believe we are all maturing like fine wines.

Of course, 1988 was an exceptional year, producing 
some full-bodied classics. But looking around the 
room, yesterday, I couldn’t help but admire some 
wonderful vintages.” 

Dr Andrew Sawczenko (1981) sent this 
photograph together with the comment:  “Many thanks for a wonderful lunch.”

Garry Ralph (1988), Tony Pullen (1988), Daniel Munday (1988) and Jamie Barratt (1988)

Dr Andrew Sawczenko (1981), Des Coulson (ex-Headmaster), 
Stephen Grainge (1981) and Julian Lane (1981)
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Richard Norman (1962) describes himself as an 
‘Oldish’ Olavian and he sent this view of the 

reunion: “It was an enjoyable weekend; I had driven 
from Devon to Londinium via west Worcestershire, 
a difficult journey by train, and I had been warned of 
fuel shortages. However, the only way in which that 
had affected me was that it was not possible to get 
into Beaconsfield services for a comfort break due to 
the queues! Maybe I have been, simply, lucky?

“I have been to the ‘new school’, as I think of it 
although it is fifty-three years old, many times but few 
times to any reunion and this was the first time that I 
had entered Goddington Lane from the north-west – 
a somewhat longer distance; I did wonder the value of 
the ‘premium’ to purchase one of those houses?

“I arrived too late to watch the rugby, seeing only two 
forlorn students still in their rugby kit waiting in the 
drizzle for their lift home; so off to the fives courts to 
discover a roof on the new courts that had not been 
there when I had first seen them earlier; I had assumed 
at that time that the players of today would be playing 
in the open as half of us did in Tooley Street!

“I had a long and educational chat with Howard 
Wiseman (1987) from which I learnt that, far from 
what I had assumed, both codes of the game are very 
well supported all around the country. All I could offer 
was that one of my post-school games, Real Tennis, 
was an equally challenging tactical game with the roof 
standing in for the trap.

“It was good to meet Graham Milne who I ‘met’ for 
the first time in Southwark Cathedral some years 
ago and also Graham Mulchinock who I recognised 
having known of, if not known, at school; also Robert 
Eaves from whom I discovered that the cause of the 
delay in the move of our Ferranti Pegasus computer 
in the ‘sixties’ was down to the discovery of an ancient 
well (no doubt it was an archaeologist wielding ‘the 
spoon’). Small world!

“I also discovered that on the (old school) balcony one 
could recite any poem to the Old Man – it would 
appear he neither remembered which he had set nor, 
maybe, cared - only that you knew ‘a’ poem.

“There was an amusing address, reminding me that 
RCC spent ‘every summer holiday’ in Pompeii, 
and then – my memory is going – for, as the organ 
played, I was soon disabused of my belief that I 
would remember the words of the school song! I did 
remember the chorus!

“The meal was enjoyable, and I followed it up with a 
short catch-up with Jane Wells and bought a new tie 
to replace my ‘faux’ version. I later realised that I had 
not thought through what state the table decoration 
would be in after my near 200-mile drive home. 

“It had been a great day and an enjoyable weekend 
as I had also taken the opportunity to catch up with 
other chums who live in and around the conurbation*.

“*PS: I wonder why, as I would not describe driving 
in London as ‘fun’, the present Mayor having given 
TfL carte blanche, in my humble opinion, has created 
pandemonium! It took two and a half hours to get 
from Kidderminster to Beaconsfield and then nearly 
the same to get from there to Bexleyheath! Of course, 
we have to ‘save the planet’, but surely this is madness?” 

Colin Dunlop (1968) sent the following: “I must 
admit it may have been forty years since I first 

thought about attending an Old Olavians’ Annual 
Reunion. Well, this year I finally did something about 
it and made my first appearance. I’m glad I did as it 
was a wonderful experience meeting so many from 
mine and other eras. The year mix on my table was 
well-planned and good conversations took place as 
the wine flowed.

“When I arrived, it was understandable I didn’t see 
anyone around as the weather was horrible. However, I 
did see the Fives Courts in the distance and proceeded 
through the wind and rain to enter the warm and dry 
complex. It was heart-warming to see so many Fives 
players enjoying themselves. I also played for the 
Cricket Club after answering the request for “anyone 
able to lift a pint glass” to join.

“I, myself, had just two terms at the new school 
and was Fives Captain in what was my final year. 
Subsequently, I played for the Old Olavians’ for six 
years before moving to Liverpool.

“Coming down to Orpington for the reunion inspired 
me to delve into my loft and seek out my “life” box. 
I wish I hadn’t, as I located all my school reports. 
Reading through them I couldn’t find anyone who 
had something good to say about me. I was amazed 
that so many people could make those mistakes about 
me. Despite this, I did have an enjoyable time at St. 
Olave’s and was very proud to have been a pupil. 
I hope to meet up with everyone again at a future 
reunion.”
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Alex Weir (1999) wrote: “I attended the OOs 
dinner with Stuart White and Peter White due 

to the draw of hearing from the hero and legend that 
is David Craig – and he didn’t disappoint. A speech 
which brought back so many great memories of being 
taught by David in the ‘nineties’ and all the fun and 
colour he brought to school life. Thank you, David, for 
all the memories!”

Robert (Bob) Eaves (1962) wrote that he found it 
a most enjoyable dinner; he was most surprised 

to be seated with three people he knew and hadn’t 
seen for about sixty years, including one who worked 
for the second firm he was at shortly after he left the 
school!

Jamie Barratt (1988) wrote: “It was great to catch up 
with old school friends, be part of the OOs lunch, 

and look around the school which still seems to go 
from strength to strength. Our class of 87/88 table 
were joined by father of the house 91-year old Sidney, 
who had impressively driven from Great Dunmow 
for the day. We finished the day by decamping to the 
Maxwell, where a slightly reluctant landlord hosted a 
number of the OO lunch guests. It had been top fun 
all round and I hope we can get a few more of our 
year to join us at the 2022 OOs event.”

Table 10: Debashish Chakrabarti (1995), Tim Hughes (1995), Daren Kemp (1991),  
Nick Moody (1995), Al Penney (1991), Adam Sauve (1995), Andrew Walton (1993), 

John Ward (Ex Staff) and Terry Whooley (1995)

Jane Wells (Ex Staff), Daniel Munday (1988), Tony Pullen (1988), Mike Franklin (1987), ‘Father of the House’ Sidney Smith 
(1948), Jamie Barratt (1988), Howard Wiseman (1987) and Garry Ralph (1988)



Olavian 2021 – Old Olavian – 119

Martin Gostling (1967) sent the following: “I 
managed to time my arrival at St. Olave’s 

Grammar School just as the rain, which eventually 
turned biblical, began to fall.

There were a few OOs already milling about in the 
foyer and the Great Hall where the eleven tables 
were laid out most attractively. Many compliments 
were made about the wonderful array. A total of 85 
OOs, members of staff and parents from the Parents’ 
Association attended.

The Peer groups ranged from 1948 to 2020. The 
promised rugby was unfortunately cancelled, maybe 
because of the inclement weather. 

I was able to speak with many OOs including the 
designated “Father of the House”, Sydney Smith, who 
left the School in 1948, and spent most of his time 
as an Olavian evacuated to Torquay! The atmosphere 
was most convivial, and acquaintances were renewed 
as old School friends met again. We were looked 
after very well by the excellent catering team and the 
food was of a splendid standard – I had a wonderful 
pate with melba toast; succulent, moist supreme of 
chicken and profiteroles, all washed down with a 
most acceptable Merlot wine.The speeches which 
followed, after a brief comfort break and opportunity 
to replenish drinks, were informative from Andrew 
Rees and entertaining from David Craig.

The formal proceedings ended with a hearty rendering 
of “Olaf ” - a fitting conclusion to the afternoon. After 
the usual, “See you next year”; “We must meet again” 
promises were made, a taxi ride and contemplative 
train journey home ended a most enjoyable day.

It is hoped that more OOs may be persuaded to 
attend the Annual Reunion even though some felt 
that holding the event at the School was counter-
productive. Holding the Reunion at Orpington does 
allow a greater number to attend than the RAF Club 
which has to limit the numbers able to attend. Travel 
from London to Orpington is direct and it is, for me, 
part of the enjoyment; to visit the School and witness 
ways in which it continues to develop and provide 
the highest level of educational experience in a most 
prestigious establishment.”

Table 3: David Budds (1994), Colin Matthews (1994), Mumin Moin (1994), Sam Tomlinson (1994), Alex Weir (1999), 
Peter White (1999) and Stuart White (1999)
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Memorial Festival Evensong: 
George Desmond Swinburn and John 
Charles Richley

Old Olavians and many friends joined together on 
Friday 8th October 2021 to celebrate, in music 

and worship, the lives of two wonderful men: George 
Desmond Swinburn, known to us as ‘Des”, and John 
Richley, each of whom had had great influence on 
many of us during their lives, not just at St. Olave’s but 
for many subsequent years. Des had hosted reunions 
in Norfolk, and John had conducted Services in Holt. 
The musical tribute, which it had been hoped would 
be held soon after Des died in January this year, was 
delayed by the Covid pandemic, and it had long been 
the wish of the Richley family to hold a similar event 
for John. It was decided to combine the tributes. Once 
it was clear that the worst of the pandemic was over, a 
date was fixed for the event. 

We gathered at the Minster in King’s Lynn (the 
town to which Des had moved) on the morning 
of the 8th October for the rehearsal. Dr Noël 
Tredinnick (organ scholar of Des’s while at StOGS) 
conducted. At 2.00pm – very early for Evensong! – 
the Service commenced, with a healthy number in the 
congregation. The music had been chosen to reflect 
that which Des and John would have known and 
sung and which was appropriate to the occasion. The 
choir was made up of sopranos and altos assembled 
through Noël’s good offices. Old Olavians and friends 
of Noël’s furnished the Tenor and Bass parts. John’s 
two sons, Andrew and Thomas, sang the Alto and 
Bass solos in Henry Purcell’s wonderful verse anthem 
“O Sing unto the Lord”.

The service opened with “Never Weather-Beaten 
Sail”, a vesper frequently sung during evening prayers 
at StOGS. The Canticles were by CV Stanford – the 
Magnificat from his C major Service and the Nunc 
Dimittis, in which words are sung by Tenor and 
Bass singers, from his B flat Service.   Hymns were 
chosen appropriately: “O Praise ye the Lord” with its 
reference to “loud organs”; – “O God of Earth and 
Altar” to the Vaughan Williams tune “King’s Lynn”; 
“Gather us in” which was sung at the beginning and 
end of each half-term; and “Now thank we all our 
God”.  The psalm was Psalm 150 with its reference 
to music and musical instruments. John Webber’s 
contribution accompanying on the organ was not to be 
underestimated, particularly his wonderful rendition 
of Karg Elert’s Chorale Improvisation “Nun Danket 
alle Gott”. 

Tributes paid to Des and John, by Helen Swinburn 
and Martin Richley respectively were moving and 
informative giving us a little more insight into their 
respective lives. The whole occasion was happy, 
nostalgic and laced with sadness, but was felt by all 
who attended as most fitting.

 Martin Gostling
       (1967)
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Those were the days!!

One of our senior Old Olavians, Dennis Raines, 
wrote to our administrator, Veronica Andrews, 

in November 2020, just too late for our previous 
edition, but we are pleased to include extracts from 
his letter here:     

Thank you so much for your letter of 29th September 
2020, eventually received on 16th October, as 
confirmed by eldest son, Clive, per email. I was 
delighted to note the letterhead bearing the “Crown 
and Axe” even though it was depicted in Gold rather 
than Silver. I still have my original silver cap badge 
but take no notice of my adverse criticism – it’s only 
BIAS!

Thank you too for the Society’s bank details - I 
appreciate your optimism about me using this 
information for ‘many more glorious years’! In this 
regard, Clive read out over the phone his response 
in answer to your request for further details about 
my life in Torquay as an evacuee during the Second 
World War. The remarks he made about my well-
being, particularly being a ‘techno-cripple’, are 
quite accurate. In fact I still haven’t grown up yet, 
nor have I left the twentieth century. Nevertheless, 
as an Administration Manager for three different 
companies in New Zealand, I was responsible for the 
transfer from ‘manual’ to computer-oriented business 
practice, the staff doing the ‘donkey work’ so to speak!

I was so pleased to hear of Jane Wells who was so kind 
to us during our surprise visit to the School in June 
2010, and I have been able to keep in touch with her 
ever since. Evidently she left at the right time, leaving 
you with many problems associated with Covid-19, 
which has a lot to answer for in my opinion!

It was interesting to learn that the Annual 
Commemoration Service is still being held at 
Southwark Cathedral, even though it has been 
postponed this year until next year. You may or may 
not know that I joined the School in January 1939 
as a result of receiving a choral/music scholarship. I 
certainly wouldn’t have achieved the same on academic 
grounds! In pre-war days we wore Eton collars until 
the Lower 5th forms! 

Being a cathedral chorister life was hard, in that at the 
school day’s end, we walked along Tooley Street to the 
cathedral for choir practice; then Evensong at 5pm, 
leaving for home at 6pm plus one hour’s homework 
after the evening meal, this happening five days a 
week. Saturday was free unless our services were 
requested for a wedding; then twice on Sunday for 

morning Sung Eucharist, and 6.30pm for Evensong. I 
lived at Catford which was a twenty to thirty-minute 
train ride from London Bridge! At the tender age of 
eleven this took a little time to get used to.

You may wonder why I’ve mentioned the foregoing, 
but all will be revealed in due course as it relates to the 
days of evacuation. 

The 3rd September 1939 eventually arrived. Being a 
Sunday, I arrived at the cathedral for sung Eucharist 
at 11am, and was met by Dr Cook, the Director of 
Music, with the words, “You shouldn’t be here”. 
Precisely at that time Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain was announcing that the country was 
at war with Germany. Unfortunately, my parents, 
not having a telephone at that time, were unaware 
that the School had already evacuated to Uckfield in 
Sussex. As a result, I didn’t join the School there until 
the last of three weeks before we were sent by train 
to Torquay, where we arrived on Friday 13th October 
at Torre Station. We experienced a heavy downpour 
of rain before being taken to the Hall of Torquay 
Grammar School for allocation of billets with the 
local populace. This was the beginning, for some of 
us, of five and a half years of evacuation. I was a rare 
commodity in being one of the few to complete this 
period, with most joining the School in 1940, some 
leaving for various reasons, including ‘call-up’ for the 
services. 

Clive kindly read his summation of my very brief 
experiences of evacuation over the phone for onward 
transmission by email to you and for chairman, Chris 
Harris, for which I was very grateful, considering it 
was attempting to cover five and a half years. Similarly, 
I will do my best to cover the salient points as they 
come to the mind of a 92-year old.   

After being allotted our respective billets, mine being 
with five other pupils with me being the oldest of 
them, we arrived at a typical largish boarding house 
in Avenue Road, Torre, backing one of the steepest 
railway gradients in England, ideal for trainspotting, 
including the likes of the King George V engine, 
which needed assistance at the rear to climb the steep 
gradient. We slept in a large bedroom, six of us in all, 
with me seemingly taking on the role of ‘senior’. 

The school was a five-minute walk away, lessons 
being held from 1pm to 5pm with the Torquay 
students taking the morning session. The school 
hall, like Tooley Street, was used for assembly each 
day. As a chorister I sang adjacent to Dr Carrington 
on the stage, and I was always aware of the hymn 
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chosen beforehand, often rehearsed with Mr Cramp, 
the music teacher. A gymnasium was also shared in 
like manner. We enjoyed passing Mr John Harmer, 
the Torquay Grammar School Headmaster, in the 
grounds, we doffing our caps, he in return responding 
with a lovely smile.

As a cathedral chorister, efforts were made by Provost 
Narborough, in conjunction with Dr Cook, to find a 
suitable church to augment with a local choir. At first, 
we went to Old Torre parish church, but eventually 
transferred to St Mary church in a suburb just outside 
Torquay, also using the name Marychurch, where we 
augmented their choir under the guidance of a Mr 
Percy Lawson who originally was an assistant to Dr 
Madeley Richardson, the first Director of Music when 
St Saviours was given cathedral status in 1905 and 
known as Southwark Cathedral. In the pre-war days 
at the cathedral, our services were only needed for 
Sunday morning Eucharist at 9.30am and Evensong 
at 6.30pm. This finished on 30th May 1943 when the 
church was bombed as per the following, partially 
described by Clive in his email.

As mentioned, I was singing at the Eucharist service 
on the morning of Sunday 30th May 1943, going 
back to the billet for lunch, when that afternoon a 
German ‘hit and run’ bomb-carrying fighter dropped 
a 500lb bomb, hitting the roof of the adjacent Roman 
Catholic church but, owing to the low height of the 
aircraft, the bomb’s spinning fuse was insufficient 
enough to explode. The bomb then bounced off only 
to land on the roof of St Marychurch, exploding on 
impact, killing twenty-one children and three Sunday 
school teachers all there ready for the 3pm service. The 
vicar, Rev. James CL Johnstone, was just leaving the 

vicarage at the time the bomb exploded which blew 
off the biretta that he usually wore. The nave interior 
including the organ was demolished except for a 
hanging cross depicting our Lord’s crucifixion which 
is still there today. The walls of the church remained 
intact, including the square tower. I visited the church 
with Clive during our visit in July 2010, accompanied 
by Don Robert, a former pupil at Torquay Grammar 
School which he had joined in 1941, eventually 
returning as a science teacher, swimming coach and 
campanologist. He was later awarded a BEM for his 
efforts. A new chapel was built on the south site to 
commemorate this tragic incident: it was completed 
in 1952 with the Rev. Johnstone’s name being 
included as he died in the same year that the chapel 
was completed. So ended our efforts as choristers in 
Torquay!   

I forgot to mention that I lasted one year at the first 
billet being asked or, should I say, told to leave as a 
result of my forthright objection to our hosts’ remark, 
around the dining-room table one evening in telling 
us this, “Don’t worry, the Germans will be here any 
minute now!” At the age of twelve I found that 
comment very offensive, especially as my elder brother 
(not an OO) was in France with the BEF, thankfully 
being evacuated from Dunkirk 30th May 1940, this 
news not being known to me at the time. I still have 
the card the army made available to advise his safe 
return to my mother. In hindsight, I’ve wondered if 
I was out of order, but those were difficult unsettling 
times, apart from the fact that my host had seemed 
unpatriotic. 

However, down the road, Bruce Carver, also a cathedral 
chorister, was happily billeted, so I hurriedly asked him 
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to help me out of my predicament. The foster-parents 
there kindly agreed to take me in, and I remained there 
until my return to London in April 1945, just before 
the cessation of hostilities with Germany on 7th May 
1945. Bruce and I remained close friends, together 
with our respective families until he died recently. We 
were both ARP (CD) messengers as I believe Colin 
Ross was, with the government requiring us to join 
a suitable cadet auxiliary at the age of fifteen, such 
as the ATC or ARP. I would have preferred the Sea 
Scouts but, ironically, there was no troop available in 
Torquay at the time.

As you can imagine every opportunity was taken to 
go ‘up the line’ during the school holidays, even at 
half-term, but the latter was supposedly illegal with 
school prefects on the prowl. However, on more than 
one occasion when I was older, I caught the midnight 
express to Paddington Station arriving just before the 
underground gates opened at 5am. I would see the 
platforms filled with families avoiding the regular 
nightly bombing raids.

During the Christmas and Easter holidays in 
London those choristers still remaining (i.e., before 
their voices broke) reported to Dr Cook to augment 
new choristers whose parents had held them back 
in London or who had joined the school at Tooley 
Street in c.1943 under the guidance of Mr Obee, who 
reported to Dr Carrington. At Christmas 1944, the 
service was broadcast worldwide for a full half-hour 
and I was leading the choir as Head Boy. The V1 
bombs and rockets were in vogue at the time, but I’ve 
yet to find out if Hitler had dispatched any to London 
that day. The service was recorded, but some ‘kind 
gentleman’ in the BBC decided to destroy the same 
shortly after the war’s end. Whilst I still had a good 
treble voice at seventeen, I left the choir at Easter 
1945 at my own request since I felt very much the ‘old 
man’ amongst the new recruits. As it transpired I was 
‘press-ganged’ (transcription) into the Royal Navy 
early in the following year.

I feel that I have only scratched the surface of our 
wartime experiences, a vast difference to pre-war 
schooling in Tooley Street.

I did appreciate your kind letter, written despite all 
the many other problems now on your shoulders.  
Kindest regards – God bless you all.

               
    Dennis Raines
       (1945)

Alan Sorrell’s Watercolours

It was good to see the reproductions of two of Alan 
Sorrell’s watercolours of the school in last year’s 

magazine (page 144). Alan Sorrell was an important 
artist who has works at galleries throughout the 
country as well as Tate Britain, The Imperial War 
Museum and The Museum of London. He is perhaps 
most famous for his depictions of reconstructions of 
famous archaeological sites. He was a scholar at the 
British School in Rome where I assume he met and, 
given their shared interest in classical archaeology, 
may well have become friends with Roger Carrington.

The picture of the Lecture Room with Aubrey Buck 
teaching and the view of Tower Bridge through the 
window brought back memories of my time at the 
school and my science studies. It also reminded me 
of our Art lessons with Mr Sleeman, when we would 
often be marched across the bridge to the Tower where 
we could sit on the riverside cannons and do our best 
to draw the bridge or other features of the landscape 
which took our fancy. Tower Bridge has always been 
special to me as a Bermondsey boy and in my younger 
years I had naively assumed it was almost as old as it 
looked, by virtue of its Gothic architectural style. By 
the time I started at St. Olave’s I had realised that 
such an engineering marvel could not possibly be that 
old and it was interesting to discover from my very 
first copy of The Olavian that at that time there were 
folk around who actually witnessed its construction.

Writing in the January 1958 edition of the magazine, 
Fredrick Jenkins, who was then 75, tells us that when 
he first started at St. Olave’s he lived at Tower Hill 
and, as Tower Bridge had not then been completed, 
he travelled to school via the Tower Subway. This 
sparked my interest but at the time all I could find out 
was that the subway had been built under the Thames 
in 1870 between Tower Hill and Vine Lane just a few 
hundred yards from the school.

My interest was reactivated some years ago when 
on a visit to the San Francisco Cable Car Museum, 
I discovered that when the Tower Subway had first 
opened it housed a cable car which transported twelve 
passengers at a time in seventy seconds from one side 
of the Thames to the other.

There is now so much more information about the 
tunnel, its construction and history available on the 
internet where we learn that the cable car lasted only 
a few months and the tunnel was then opened to 
foot traffic. It was closed to pedestrian traffic soon 
after the opening of Tower Bridge in 1894 and now 
accommodates telecommunication cables. 
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The other Alan Sorrell watercolour which was 
reproduced in last year’s magazine was of the library 
with the open door to the Headmaster’s study and 
Dr Carrington seated at his desk with someone, 
possibly the deputy head, Mr Hawkins, leaning over 
his shoulder and discussing something of importance. 
The memories evoked by this scene for me relate 
to discipline of the corporal nature. As first year 
students, we were forbidden to speak whilst at lunch 
in the Great Hall. With masters patrolling the aisles 
and temptation on all sides from our older students, 
I suspect that for many of us this was our first 
experience of a summons to the Headmaster’s study 
via the library door and our introduction to the arm 
of the leather chair over which we had to bend for 
our just desserts. It wasn’t so much the actual caning 
but the fact that the names of those to be punished 
in this way were often read out by the Headmaster 
at the previous afternoon’s assembly and, for a first 
offender, not knowing how much pain to expect, led 
to a sleepless night. It is said that the purpose of the 
enforcement in this way of a somewhat pointless rule 
was to instil a sense of discipline and the need to abide 
by the rules. Well it certainly worked for me because 
during my seven years at the school I suffered only 
one other visit to the Headmaster’s study as a result 
of a somewhat inappropriate comment on being told 
by Geography Master, Basil Taylor, that he was now 
going to show us some interesting slides he had taken 
on his recent travels. I will leave it to your imagination 
as to what my comment may have been!

I finish with a request that in the next Olavian we 
might have reproductions of Alan Sorrell’s two other 
watercolours of the school showing the Great Hall 

at lunchtime and the exterior of the building which 
might bring back memories for other Old Olavians.

      John Williams 
               (1964)

A Doncastrian Reminiscence

It must have been 1950 when I became an Olavian; 
the one-hour daily journey there (from Eltham) 

involved two long walks at each end of a 30-minute 
train ride. At the age of ten-and-a-half ! Can you 
imagine these days such a youngster being consigned 
to such “dangers”?

I can remember little of individual teachers; just 
nicknames mostly (Butch and Brutus, for French and 
Latin respectively). Except for Gerald Wheeler, the 
music teacher, who I thank for giving me my lasting 
love of classical music, alongside my family-nurtured 
love of modern jazz! Gerald Wheeler, I found years 
later when I googled him, must have been only in his 
early twenties at the time; he left in 1965, and went 
to Canada to become, after a spell in Ottawa, organist 
at the Christ Church Cathedral in Montreal, with a 
huge reputation – he was the Simon Preston of the 
Dominion!

The Head at the time was Dr Carrington who I 
remember only as a strict disciplinarian with a taste 
for using the cane whenever the opportunity arose; he 
was famous for awarding ‘six of the best’ and would 
carefully study one’s timetable in order to be able to 
cane you when it was your PE class time – the cane 
was more character-forming when delivered to you 
in shorts!

I became Head Boy of the school choir, which 
regularly went around South London winning 
prize after prize at inter-school competitions. Then 
the school was asked to provide candidates for two 
church choirs which were being re-formed after the 
war – Southwark Cathedral and the Savoy Chapel. I 
opted for the latter (mainly because there were only 
two practices each week and they paid ten shillings 
a week – a fortune to me!) and I became a Chorister 
of the Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy. It belongs to the 
Duchy of Lancaster and is the home of the Royal 
Victorian Order. I was made Head Chorister there 
and was awarded the Lord Chancellor’s Medal which 
I still treasure today.
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As Head Chorister at a Royal Chapel, my choirboy 
career should have been crowned by an automatic 
place in the choir at the Coronation, but my voice 
began to break in early 1953 and my place was instead 
taken by a boy named (I think) Woodhead – I still 
metaphorically hate him for that twist of fate even 
now!

I left the school in 1955 and joined Westminster City 
Council to start a local government finance career 
which sustained me through eight local authorities. 
On my first day at work, I met my future wife! I 
ended up here in Doncaster as Chief Executive of 
the geographically largest Metropolitan Borough 
in the UK and retired in 1993. With three other 
CE retirees I then set up a company delivering 
public sector expertise to third world countries for 
the World Bank, the Commonwealth, the EU, and 
the British Government; our first job was to run 
the South African General Election of 1994 where 
we sent seventy-four elderly Brits (including for 
the last two weeks, me) to work in the back-rooms 
quietly delivering an election which was, for public 
consumption, “run by the South Africans!” During 
the same period, the then Conservative government 
appointed me as one of three Commissioners which 
supervised the staffing transitions in the creation of 
new local authorities in the late nineties; and then I 
was appointed to chair an NHS strategic initiative on 
private investment in health services in the town (and 
they even paid me for that!).

I retired from the company in 2002, when turnover 
had reached £10 million per year, and started to enjoy 
a third career “doing things in the community” of my 
now hometown – and I’m still at it! I was asked to 
chair a new Doncaster Strategic Partnership, an early 
attempt at getting the public and private sectors to 
work together for the good of the town. 

I’ve been a Rotarian since 1976 and have been awarded 
the Paul Harris Fellowship (the highest honour 
which the organisation bestows); I’m Honorary 
Treasurer of the Doncaster Youth Jazz Association, 
the world’s best training organisation for aspiring 
young jazz musicians; and I’m Chair of the Trustees 
of the Doncaster Mansion House, one of only three 
in the UK. 

And I’m a doting father of three successful children, 
and grandfather to six grandchildren.

And did St. Olave’s set me up for all this? I suppose it 
must have – certainly nobody else did!!!

  Colin Jeynes
            (1955)

An Old Olavian’s Story

I left St. Olave’s at the end of the school year July 
1963 with apparently little to show for my time in 

its hallowed halls, with RCC’s words “Barker! Wipe 
that inane grin from your face”, and my aspirations 
shattered by exam failures. I joined the Royal Navy 
as a Sick Berth Attendant and chose to specialise 
as a Commando Paramedic, serving with the Royal 
Marines which led to me meeting King Olaf during 
the Royal Marines 600th anniversary celebrations. 

I soon found myself in Asia on active duty in jungle 
warfare situations and responsible for the welfare 
of the local population. This involved learning their 
language with the help of the chief headman who 
subsequently proposed adopting me as a son to teach 
me their ways. What he said was, “In a few weeks 
you have learned sufficient words to talk to us, but to 
communicate with us you need to know how we live. 
With your permission, I will adopt you as a son and 
you will learn our ways so that you can speak with us 
and understand what we mean.” I readily agreed, and 
it was an act that changed my world view entirely. The 
impact of his teaching stayed with me to this day for 
it is unlike the western view of ‘reality’. 
I stayed with them for six months before being 
relocated back to Malaya where my interests were 
widened by befriending a Straits Times reporter. 
Through our friendship I met people of influence and 
power and had the chance to widen my understanding 
of cultures and belief/value systems. Amongst those I 
met was Tom Harrison, the sociologist/anthropologist 
who was completing his work on the ethnology 
of north Borneo tribes, something we were able to 
discuss following my adventures in Sarawak. It was 
also amusing to meet my Colonel at a state function 
on one occasion given the substantial difference in 
our ranks and age, but he was every bit the gentleman 
as he acknowledged me, surprised that I could even 
be invited!
Malaya gave me the first opportunity to understand 
Buddhism, and only later did I realise that Indonesia 
had the largest Muslim population when I explored 
world religions. My time in Asia opened my eyes 
and mind to many aspects of life before I reached 



126 – Old Olavian – Olavian 2021

twenty-one. Returning to the UK, I trained and 
qualified as a Physiotherapist and within three years 
became the Superintendent of Physiotherapy for the 
Royal Navy when I was also commissioned as a Sub 
Lieutenant Royal Navy. I later studied psychology 
at the Open University as my interests expanded 
from the physiology and anatomy of our bodies to 
psychology and sociology, how we live and relate 
to the world around us. All of this whilst I was still 
involved with the Royal Marines as part of their rapid 
response team, and taking up an appointment at the 
main nuclear submarine base in Scotland riding into 
the base on my first day on a Penny-farthing bicycle! 
I was to serve on the staffs of two Admirals and finally 
two Royal Marine Generals before becoming the 
Commanding Officer of the Royal Marines Medical 
Squadron. This last appointment was significant 
because it was the first time ever that the Squadron 
was led by an officer from the ranks (it was usually a 
medical officer), and from that time onwards it has 
always been an executive officer. It transpired that 
General Jeremy Moore had personally asked the 
Medical Director General to appoint me following 
my time on his staff. I took up post immediately 
after the Falklands campaign having been seconded 
from his staff to the Commando Brigade during the 
conflict. For those with a service background you 
may appreciate that once this command appointment 
ended, I would have become desk-bound for the rest 
of my career; a prospect I could not endure.
I took premature retirement in 1985 when the Royal 
Navy sought to reduce its numbers and I became a 
Unit General Manager for the NHS, managing nine 
hospitals and forty-one health centres and clinics 
with five thousand staff. It was considered a basket 
case when I took over but quickly became the place 
to work in South-West Hampshire. The issue was the 
culture engendered by bullying and a lack of trust – it 
was the focal point for Union activity for the TGWU 
at the time and hostile. Knowing nothing of this, I 
took up the appointment and began to get to know my 
patch, speaking to everyone I could from professors 
and clinicians to nurses, administrators and cleaners. 
A turning point opened up when a workman was 
referred to me for a final written warning, something 
I had never even heard of. It seemed he was a 
troublemaker and the previous administrators had not 
dealt with the case properly, and here was I, completely 
unfamiliar with the administrative processes of the 
NHS to hear the case! It seemed few people had 
any worthwhile advice and the TGWU had made 
it clear that it was sending its top man to deal with 
this member’s case. I did the only thing I could and 
treated it as if it were a court martial, something I was 
familiar with conducting. At the end of the hearing, 

the TGWU representative came and shook my hand 
and said we would never be troubled by them again 
because it was the first time they had ever experienced 
a fair hearing. The change in the working environment 
became palpable as trust began to build. At this point, 
I remembered how the aboriginal Chief shared his 
‘power’ and began to follow his lead. It soon became 
evident that the unit was significantly over-funded, a 
situation apparent to anyone in public service because, 
to maintain your income, you must spend all of your 
budget every year. Instead of buying ‘things’ to use up 
the money, we spent it on a training programme that 
I developed using a trainer to coordinate and conduct 
it. Changing each aspect of the administration we 
soon became a first choice for those seeking jobs. 
To give an example, using the usual process for any 
post, you would receive around ten to twenty national 
enquiries, eight to ten applications for a job and be 
pushed to short-list three as suitably experienced/
qualified to do it. Having changed the process, we 
received six hundred applications worldwide from our 
first advert, could have easily short-listed two hundred 
and, after great care, longlisted twelve, shortlisted six 
for interview and made two excellent offers. One was 
for the job, and the other was to train them in our 
philosophy and place them in a different organisation 
which needed their skills. 
In addition, we had over four hundred names on our 
books which meant that we didn’t need to advertise 
again. The programme won the 1989 National 
Training Award for the NHS for the first time. Shortly 
afterwards I left on re-organisation and took an MBA 
degree before returning to the NHS. I was then asked 
to prove that one of London’s largest mental health 
organisations was worth saving because the Mental 
Health Act Commission had threatened to close it for 
management and clinical incompetence. This was the 
time when the Government decided to change to ‘Care 
in the Community’, releasing many mentally unstable 
patients into the community without appropriate 
support. This particular organisation had released a 
patient into the community, and he subsequently beat 
an innocent person to death whilst high on a cocktail 
of drugs and alcohol. I took over and quickly realised 
that, despite its apparent expertise in mental health, 
the environment was toxic with division and mistrust 
abounding. Strange as it may seem, I became aware 
that the organisation had no vision of why it existed. 
It was obviously a mental health operation, but why 
did it exist? How could it be that mental health 
professionals who apparently knew so much about 
mental health could be so chaotic and dysfunctional? 
I decided to set aside a day and bring all the heads 
of department together, some forty people including 
seven professors of psychiatry. Everyone at the 
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meeting thought I was mad at the beginning, asking 
why we were doing the job we were, but as the day 
wore on it became clear that we needed to change 
the toxic environment if we were to succeed. It took 
hours to open people’s minds to what a vision is, and 
how to craft one that we could all believe in, but at the 
end of the day we managed it through dialogue. We 
had a vision and next we needed a strategy to deliver 
it, then plans to do so; and these all followed in due 
course. The primary objective of the day had been 
achieved – we had a single inspiring vision and the 
commitment to support each other in achieving it. 
My own unspoken vision was to identify the culture 
and environment that would support any vision, and 
they gave me that too!

The turnaround was so dramatic that the Vice 
Chairman of the MHA Commission joined the 
board six months later because they wanted to be a 
part of it. We were the first third wave NHS Trust 
to be removed from monthly financial reporting and 
again found we were turning away the best because 
retention was too high. A key difference in building 
trust here was the training we offered in finance and 
planning – the key issues to sustaining development in 
the public sector. By revealing the mechanics behind 
these two areas, we were able to consistently rely on 
data and provide realistic proposals for development 
and an ability to deliver them.
At this point, I also began to offer a programme at 
Ashridge Business School with the title ‘Managing 
Complexity and Uncertainty’, that was offered as a part 
of their top-level Advanced Management Programme 
and as a tailored programme to companies. The 
programme was unique because it was an experiential 
programme, not an academic exercise. There were no 
notes or scripts, just an immersive experience in what 
happens when you are confronted by complexity and 
uncertainty. This programme was run for twenty-
one years, ending in 2017 when the top Chinese 
Universities acknowledged it as the best experiential 
programme in the world, attending it after they had 
been to Harvard and INSEAD.

I resigned from the Mental Health NHS Trust 
in 1997 and was asked to become Chairman of an 
Austrian Consultancy, due to the experience of one 
of their team with my Ashridge programme. At the 
time, they were working with many of the top Boards 
of German and European Companies and I had 
introduced them to China Post who were seeking 
to understand Western markets. I moved to Austria 
and enjoyed my role which was very relaxed and 
enabled me to gain insights into the different cultures 
and characteristics of Europe. My involvement was 

in establishing a Masters and Doctoral programme 
for the consultancy in conjunction with Geneva and 
another private university in Germany. I also became 
involved with a project to develop an integrated 
university faculty in Belgrade, Serbia for medicine, 
technology and management. My proposal gave 
us immediate access to the President, but despite 
warning not to mention the financial implications 
too early, the representatives who met the President 
did so and it floundered. We had the early funding in 
place but my concerns over black money involvement 
were not heeded and this sunk the project; it seems 
this was a bigger issue than even I had anticipated.
I returned to take up a post with the newly created 
National Care Standards Commission in 2001 as 
Regional Director for the South-East, when they 
agreed that I could continue the occasional duties 
at Ashridge and in Austria. The Commission was 
established to bring into a national framework for 
the regulation of nursing and care homes and private 
hospitals. With nine regions and the private hospitals 
as a separate ‘region’ the South-East took on 30% 
of the workload of the entire commission. This was 
in large part due to the siting of many company 
headquarters in the South-East, and this meant 
that what we determined with the HQ became the 
guidance for all of their homes.

As ever, the government sought to re-organise 
the Commission to embrace the Social Services 
Inspectorate after three years, and I left to pursue a 
more interesting and completely different challenge. 
As a result of working together with another 
professor, I was asked to meet the CEO and founder 
of a consultancy in Austria which had a very different 
approach to the challenges of management and was 
working with a significant number of the world’s 
leading organisations, both commercial and public. 
With clients as far apart as the International Red 
Cross Committee, China Post and Nokia it seemed 
a more interesting challenge when I was invited to 
become the Chairman.

Moving to Austria, and especially to the mountains 
and Lakes of the Salzkammergut was easy, and the 
welcome was both warm and highly supportive. The 
work was intense, and we had contact with a wide 
variety of people at every level in the organisations we 
were working with. By chance, I managed to engineer 
an event at the 2010 Salzburg Festival by engaging in 
a dialogue with a fellow passenger on a cheap Ryanair 
flight to Stansted one day. It turned out he was the 
Director of the World Orchestra for Peace and they 
were performing at the Festival that year, having been 
given the UN accolade of Peace Ambassadors that 
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year. When I asked why orchestras never engaged 
with their audience at the end of a performance to 
explore what effect the music had on them, I was 
asked if I could moderate such an event. I said I 
could, having never done such a thing before, and 
he excitedly said we should do it! It also happened 
that the person sat next to me on the opposite side 
heard what we had been discussing and asked where 
we would arrange the dialogue because it could not 
be the Festival Hall after the evening’s performance. 
Stumped, he immediately said he had a castle that we 
could conduct it in that also happened to be the home 
at the time of the founder of the Salzburg Festival, 
one Max Reiner. It also turned out that this person 
was Kofi Annan’s speech writer in the UN and he was 
delighted to be at the concert given the UN’s part in 
making the orchestra the ‘World Peace Orchestra’.
Living in mainland Europe, and geographically 
central, you have the opportunity to meet many 
different people, cultures and languages, which 
makes life so enjoyable. When I reflect on my time 
at St Olave’s, I often consider the impact it had on 
a mind that was as fluid at the end as it was at the 
beginning of my time there and, though academically 
no ambassador for the school, I hope I have made 
sufficient impact to feel proud to have been a member 
of its family.

Rex finishes with a quotation from Marianne 
Williamson’s ‘A return to Love’: “Our deepest fear is 
not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that 
we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not 
our darkness that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, 
who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? 
Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of 
God. Your playing small does not serve the world. 
There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that 
other people won’t feel insecure around you. We are all 
meant to shine, as children do. We were born to make 
manifest the glory of God that is within us. It’s not 
just in some of us; it’s in everyone. And as we let our 
own light shine, we unconsciously give other people 
permission to do the same. As we are liberated from 
our own fear, our presence automatically liberates 
others.”

Rex (Colin) Barker      
                                               (1963)
                           

Change at St Olave’s

1 Sport: The Swimming Pool was a huge boon, 
and its demise was greeted by myself with much 

sadness and feeling of short-sightedness. Once upon 
a time, I used to speak loud-and-proud of the school 
and its innovative outlook strategy; that stopped the 
day I heard about ‘filling-in’ of the swimming pool, 
a personally traumatic piece of news. Today with 
PhotoVoltaic Cells to provide ‘free’ electric heating 
and indeed using the pool as a Heat-Sink Capacitor 
for a Combined Heat-and-Power facility, this would 
potentially have offered school a huge benefit. If ever I 
won on Euromillions, reinstatement would be on my 
bucket-list. When I was at StOGS as a VI-former, 
I wrote to the British Sub-Aqua Club (BSAC) to 
broker an agreement for developing Scuba-Diving 
at StOGS, but the staff were not supportive. We 
already had a link with the Royal Life Saving Society 
(RLSS) with several students doing swimming life-
saving courses; in 1970 two of us achieved the top 
‘Distinction’ award.

2Sport: After leaving school, I went to Southampton 
University, especially chosen because I always 

had some unaccountable affinity for water and the 
sea. Although I was studying Engineering, what I 
really got out of Southampton was… sailboat racing. 
I learned how to sail, then steeped in all the racing 
that went on at university, at the River Hamble 
base and generally on Southampton Water and the 
Solent, I couldn’t but get involved. Through sailboat 
racing, I found a particularly attractive young lady, 
subsequently my wife now of some 46-years and 
together we ‘did’ our sport. Between us, we have 
attended and occasionally won events in UK, Ireland, 
Austria, Germany, Italy and France, Fastnet offshore 
race included, and have on occasions shipped our 
craft for World events to Australia and to Thailand; 
probably her top performance was to be ranked fourth 
Lady in the World; for myself I have been Captain of 
Royal Navy and Combined Services teams.

Just after leaving university, we jointly bought our first 
two-person racing dinghy, second-hand; we travelled 
from home in Suffolk to the West Country to inspect 
and buy the dinghy; the builder’s workshop in 
Exmouth was selling as agent for the original builder 
and owner who lived on Scilly, one Justin Eddy… my 
jaw dropped! Indeed, that was the very same Justin 
Eddy, my erstwhile woodwork teacher at Tooley 
Street (1st-floor, up the spiral stairs, next door to Mr 
Carmichael of metalwork! Ooh shiver, occasionally 
and rarely, into metalwork through a link-door from 
the main building - I think via Swinburn’s music 
room? - normally hidden by a curtain, would appear 
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‘RCC’… without notice!). I never knew beforehand 
that Justin was a dinghy-racer and indeed while at 
school my expertise had nowhere near developed. 
The boat was a success; very occasionally since, I have 
corresponded with Mr Eddy,… Sir!

I have personally coached some half-dozen Olympic 
hopefuls at various times in their sporting careers, and 
was party to redevelopment strategy for the sport’s 
National Lead Body. At one stage, I had brokered 
a four-year sponsorship deal with the industry for a 
married couple, both RN Officers, both aiming for 

separate Olympic category sailing selection with 
myself as personal coach. The deal included seminar-
style feedback to the industry’s young management 
flyers for character-and-leadership focus; included 
also team-building sessions onboard an offshore 
yacht. Unfortunately, just as the deal was about to 
be confirmed, that couple separated (pressures of 
Service life as well as perhaps too much focus on self-
advancement!); the deal collapsed immediately. 

                                   Benvenuto Falat
                                             (1971)

Staff Photograph (1965)

This photograph was omitted in the last issue, and 
with the help of our members, we have since been 

able to put names to all those present. There are still 
quite a lot of nicknames missing, and some subjects, 
however, I’m sure these will be provided in due course.

FRONT ROW: 1 JC Carmichael - Metal/Woodwork (‘Lucy’); 2 Sid Taylor - Maths/Science (‘Boris’); 3 Aubrey G Buck - Biology; 4 Basil EE Taylor - Geography; 5 George 

Collins - Maths ; 6 John Hawkins - English & Deputy Head (‘Jack’); 7 Dr RC Carrington - Headmaster (‘Oaf’); 8 Miss VM Cook - Secretary (‘Cookie’); 9 Horace O Newmarch 

- Classics (‘Boggy’); 10 Geoff M Chapman - Geography; 11 Taffy G Stevens - Biology/Chemistry; 12 Miss Joan Gilbert Robinson - Elocution & Speech Training; 13 Rev 

John G Wright - RS & Chaplain (‘Fido’)

SECOND ROW: 1 J. Fernandez - Spanish Assistant 2 Jack Peter - French (‘Jacques’); 3 J Charles Morgan - Classic & Careers 4 W Hall - Chemistry; 5 G Obermayer - 

German Interchange Teacher; 6 Sig G Baldelli - Languages; 7 Senor I F Ariza - Spanish; 8 Desmond Swinburn – Music (‘Des’); 9 Gemma M Farmer - Music; 10 RW Evans 

- Chemistry; 11 RC Hunt - Maths; 12 DL Wiseman - English (‘Gus’); 13 Arthur J Presswell - History; 14 JE Brindley - ?

THIRD ROW: 1 Ken W Lloyd - Spanish & Chess; 2 Dick G Wheeler - History; 3 J Eddy - Metalwork/Woodwork; 4 Rev John VM Kirby - RS; 5 Granville B Lynch - 

German/Latin; 6 John A Fowler – German (‘Flob’); 7 Reg HE Renshaw - Drama/English; 8 Charles EN Hurst - PE; 9 Keith Esau - PE; 10 Neil Marley – Physics

BACK ROW; 1 Keith H Sleeman - Art; 2 AR Moon - English; 3 Peter Waring - Geography; 4 VH Dudman - Science
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Old Olavians’ Masonic Lodge No. 5758

Like all other organisations in the UK, freemasonry 
has spent eighteen months in hibernation. 

However, we are ‘up and running’ once more!

Our School’s Masonic Lodge was formed in 1938 
by governors, staff and former pupils of our school 
and it has been meeting formally, four times a year, 
ever since. The story of holding some of its wartime 
meetings whilst V2 rockets were hitting London is a 
real part of our early history!

Nowadays, we are an ‘open’ lodge with no-one needing 
to have a direct association with our school, but news 
of the school’s academic, sporting and other successes 
is still being regularly reported at our meetings.

We still have a group of members who attended 
the school when it was based near London Bridge. 
Indeed, last year former pupil and chorister, Bob 
Nott, celebrated his sixty years in masonry whilst 
Brian Nicholas, another old boy of the school, 
celebrated reaching his fiftieth milestone in 2021. 
My son, Michael, is leaving our chair this year and is 
succeeded by Jason Pearson.

We are a very welcoming group of people and are 
still keen to reach out to former scholars. We meet 
at Freemasons Hall, Great Queen Street in central 
London near Holborn tube station. This astonishing 
Art Deco building is easy for you to visit once a year 
on the occasion when many of London’s historic 
houses open for the weekend.

What are we? We are… a group who enjoy one 
another’s company… a group who retain traditional 
masonic structures (look us up on the internet or ask 
me) a group who enjoy dining together - particularly 
at our annual ‘Ladies lunch’…  a group whose 
organisation raises and distributes an enormous sum 
for charity each year. We understand that the National 
Lottery and some of those televised ‘telethons’ are 
ahead of us in fund-raising and distribution, but our 
charitable contributions bear real comparison with 
such organisations. I have written before about our 
purchase of a helicopter for London’s Air Ambulance, 
high-rise ladders for the London Fire Brigade, 
lifeboats for the RNLI, medical research, university 
research, hospices and youth clubs, breakfasts for 
children in need. Probably two to three hundred 
organisations a year and every international disaster 
fund (as soon as an appeal is made) benefit from 
cash from us. So, in some ways we may be quaint and 
old-fashioned but, in other ways, we are right on the 
ball. We are there for you.

Footnote for our newer Sixth Form Students. Yes, our group 
is an all-male group but.... no battles need to be fought. Our 
successful sister organisation fought and won their battle many 
years ago!

 Peter Hudson

                                               

Old Olavians’ South Devon Cricket Tour 
2021

Although things weren’t completely back to 
normal on the second Devon tour during the 

Age of Covid, they weren’t far off. In fact, the weather 
was our biggest worry, as the whole summer had been 
either too hot or too wet, and it was going through a 
wet spell as tour week approached. We drove down 
to Devon in the traditional rain but, as we neared 
Paignton’s pleasant seaside ground, the sun came out 
as usual and suddenly everything was going to be fine.

The game was 35 overs a side. Captain Chris Webster 
won the toss and sensibly elected to bat. Andy Rouse 
and James Gillin marched forth to put the OO marker 
down for the week. Rousey picked out a fielder early 
on and departed, but James was in high spirits and 
his cavalier drives earned him five boundaries before 
he got bowled attempting to square cut one that took 
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out off-stump. Henry Hamilton was in at number 
three with Devon owing him some runs from the year 
before. He did not disappoint and surged his way to 
his maiden tour fifty with a succession of well-struck 
fours and a good six. He pulverised his very next ball 
after reaching fifty straight to midwicket, who took 
a stunning catch which probably prevented himself 
receiving a big hole through his chest. Tour local 
friend Simon Burrell had only recently had a nasty 
eye injury after top-edging a cricket ball, but he was 
eager to get back on the horse. He stood up to the 
sharp pace of Paignton skipper and all-round nice 
chap, Harry Ward, fearlessly, getting completely in 
line and middling some nice shots for his sixteen.

After twenty overs we were 125 for four, and Mike 
Parr was the new guy in, in the company of Alex 
Bridgeman, a guest from South Devon. Alex was their 
pro for the year, but due to covid and bad weather 
he’d hardly played at all, and Conrad had asked if he 
could play with us, since we were one short. These two 
quickly took the game to the next level. and put on 130 
in the next eleven overs or so in quite an exhibition of 
clean and powerful hitting. In fact, they were just a bit 
too good, and both had to be retired as the run-rate 
threatened to become a bit too unfriendly. They had 
both reached the sixties when they retired at well over 
a run a ball. Steve Parsons, Billy Rouse, Ian Giles and 
Lance Giles then did their best not to do too much 
for the next few overs (successfully), and the OOs 
coasted to 272 from their 35 overs.

Ian and Lance Giles opened the bowling when 
Paignton batted and proved hard to get away, denying 
our hosts the fast start that would have given them 
a morale-boost faced with such a daunting target. 
In fact, after bowling three overs, Ian had got two 
wickets without conceding a run. Steve Parsons was 
persuaded to turn his arm over to entice a few more 
shots, which he managed to do, and skipper Chris 
took a turn bowling his spinning variety at the other 
end. The Paignton duo of Barber and Pedley both hit 
some good runs before Billy Rouse took the ball and 
dispatched them both in an excellent spell, showing 
terrific control and variety. The home team were well 
behind the required run-rate, but their two first-
teamers, Harry Ward and Shay, were now at the crease 
and we wondered whether things would take on a 
different complexion. We were not wrong. Although 
Harry seemed a bit out-of-sorts and departed for 
eight, Shay was another matter. He normally bowls, 
apparently, but today he had been keeping wicket. 
He’s not a bad batsman either though and, after 
taking a few balls to get a sighter, he started launching 
just about everything that came his way over various 

points on the boundary. He ruined Billy’s figures, 
then Chris’s, then Mike Parr was invited to have a 
go. In one of those Stuart Broad-type moments, we 
watched in fascination as his over went for six after 
six. One lofted drive landed a few feet inside the 
deep-extra-cover boundary, which was the only thing 
that stopped it being a complete set of sixes. 

Now, it’s rare to see an over go for 34, but it’s even 
rarer that the bowler is dying to have another crack 
at it the next over, and even rarer than either of these 
is when the captain seems happy to acquiesce to it. 
Chris was talked down on the basis that the required 
run-rate was now down to about 15 an over and we 
were in danger of losing with several overs to spare. 
The bowlers were shuffled about and, although one or 
two catches went down, no-one really had an answer 
to Shay’s swinging bat. Alex Bridgeman was bowling 
his wily off-spin from one end, and we had a bit of 
bowling left to come at the other end, and things were 
looking really interesting with about thirty needed 
off the last two overs (which sounds ridiculous but 
in the context of the game the batting side were 
actually slight favourites to achieve that!) when Ward 
gestured from the boundary that Shay should retire. 
Although our two guys Parr and Bridgeman had done 
similar when they were in full flow, this did sadly rob 
the game of a close finish, and the innings petered 
out, with Paignton finishing on 243 for eight. The 
scorebook had been sadly messed up, so we don’t 
know exactly how many balls Shay faced or even his 
accurate score, but by comparing notes between the 
bowlers and the other batsmen’s scores we think he 
must have made about 140, and it can’t have been in 
more than fifty balls.

On Monday morning, the sun was out and we 
wandered down for a bit of pitch and putt on the 
front at Torquay. After hacking around cheerfully for 
an hour we dropped our clubs back at the hut and 
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Ian Giles remarked to the world in general, “What a 
nice day, what could possibly go wrong?” Literally a 
few seconds after this utterance, a seagull deposited 
its last meal straight down Ian’s shirt front. He good-
naturedly laughed it off, but the gods of chance, once 
riled with an injudicious phrase, could not be placated 
so easily. A few minutes later and the dreaded phone 
call from the home team arrived – Sidmouth had had 
a total downpour and the game was off. Extremely 
peeving, given the blue skies all around us in Torquay. 
Ho hum, what can you do? Retire to the well-equipped 
hotel and play snooker and ten-pin bowling, and then 
have a bit of cricket on the beach followed by a bit of 
a tour of the watering holes in town, that’s what. 

Chris Theedom of Sandford had been in touch too, 
and it was a close call whether our game against 
them on Tuesday would be called off. Luckily, they 
had a look at the pitch in the morning and the water 
had drained away marvellously and we were all set 
for a fine day’s cricket (we also found a good new 
pub for lunch for future reference – the Red Lion in 
Shobrooke, just round the corner from the ground).

Tour legend, Dave Colloff, had braved quarantine and 
customs and transport problems of all sorts in coming 
over from the UAE via Ireland, and he skippered us 
deciding to bat after winning the toss in a 40-over 
game. We got off to a sticky start, with openers Pete 
White and Billy Rouse finding it hard going against 
some good tight bowling, and Nathan also perished 
swiftly to leave the OOs on 26 for three off the first 
ten overs. This brought our big guns to the crease 
at the same time, and Webster and Parr weathered 
the storm well and counter-attacked when given the 
chance. Parr couldn’t quite match the quality of his 
knock on Sunday however (perhaps the ‘social’ day 
before in place of the Sidmouth game was having 
an effect) and he, and later Lance Giles, were out in 
their twenties soon after Chris had been bowled for 
an excellent 64. Twenty-nine overs had gone, and our 
rate was just over four an over, which wasn’t really 
enough on a good pitch. The remaining batsmen did 
their best in the remaining overs and the OOs ended 
on 187 for nine.

We needed a good bowling performance to put 
Sandford under any pressure, and sadly we weren’t 
able to exert enough control to do so. The home team 
had reached 114 in the fourteenth over before they 
lost their first wicket, brilliantly caught by Webster 
off Ian Giles, but the game was already gone. We 
certainly weren’t helped by sending down a total of 
twenty-eight runs in wides. Billy Rouse and Lance 
bowled tidily to prolong matters slightly, but Sandford 

still romped home in 33.5 overs for the loss of four 
wickets. Still, the game had been played in the usual 
good spirit and had still been a lot of fun. Afterwards, 
Ray Michael relinquished the Stan Newell trophy to 
the victorious home team and made a heartfelt speech 
about all the OOs who had been sadly lost during the 
last year, including past tour stalwarts, Robin Reffell 
and Peter Burroughs, and particularly Brian Cantle 
who had devoted so much of his time and love to the 
tour, and without whom we probably wouldn’t have 
been there that day at all. Brian’s friends at Sandford 
such as Chris and Matt Theedom, Paul Smith and Bill 
Matten were on hand to say how much they would 
miss him too.

Torquay had told us earlier in the week that they were 
unable to raise a team against us for a full game on 
Wednesday, but they could put a side together for an 
after-work twenty overs match. This didn’t go down 
all that well with the troops but, not having any other 
options, we agreed and occupied ourselves in various 
ways during the day. Luckily, our numbers had been 
reinforced by the midweek arrival of our contingent 
from the Oakhill Taverners – OOs Ben Hudson and 
Nick Chute – and new tourists Gary Dean and Gaz 
Fergus – who joined us in carving up and splashing 
around the golf course at Starcross.

By the time the cricket game was due to start, the 
cloud above was getting darker and darker. Captain 
Ben Hudson, wary of past games when Torquay have 
treated the game like a practice session, won the toss 
and chose to bat. Nick was unlucky to get an LBW 
shout early on, but Mike Parr continued his good 
form for the week with a classy forty-five before 
being stumped, and Nathan hit thirty-five in a very 
(for him!) controlled fashion at a run a ball. Still, we 
were a bit behind the clock until Webster came in at 
number six and powered 43 not out from twenty-four 
balls to take us to a decent 159 from our twenty overs.

Sadly, the weather conditions got progressively worse, 
and a sea drizzle set in for most of the second half, 
rendering the defence of our total next to impossible. 
The ball was so slippy you could hardly hold it. Gary 
Dean opened the bowling and produced a lovely one 
to bowl one opener, but wickets were hard to conjure 
otherwise, and Torquay cruised home with just one 
over left for the loss of only two wickets. Two of 
their batsmen scored unbeaten sixties, and it would 
have made for a more interesting climax if they had 
retired at fifty. Or, ironically, if we had chosen to bowl 
first! Torquay CC President, Ken Jeffrey, a long-time 
friend and supporter of the tour, had kindly umpired 
the game (not the most inviting task in such poor 
conditions), and he followed this up with the very 
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nice gesture of providing a free bar for the tourists 
afterwards to make up for the home club not being 
able to play a proper one-day game. 

The sun was out again for our 35-over game against 
South Devon the next day. Our friend and opponent 
for many years, Conrad Sutcliffe, said a few words 
about the sad passing of Brian and then we took the 
field under welcome blue skies. Chris Evans assumed 
his regular opening bowler role and bowled his seven 
overs straight through. He also managed to bowl a 
ball that had so little urgency about it that it bounced 
off the batsman’s stumps without disturbing the bails! 
Sam Flower became the third generation of Flowers 
to play on tour (previous models, Paul and Keith, 
were also in attendance) and put in a good spell at 
the other end of five overs for twenty-seven. Sam 
had actually been on tour before, but he’d only been 
about three months old at the time and hadn’t been 
required to change into his whites. Nathan came on 
first change and started with a wicket maiden, and 
another new family addition, Joe Parsons, bowled his 
first tour overs at the other end. After a nervous start 
Joe quickly found his length and started landing his 
leg-spinners nicely, and he took his first tour wicket 
in a seven -over spell. When his turn came, Gaz 
Fergus jogged in and whipped down a deceptively 
fast one to get a wicket with his first ball on tour. 
Throughout all this, however, South Devon were 
steadily accumulating at about six-an-over and were 
only four wickets down coming into the last ten 
overs. Captain Nick Chute had been holding himself 
back until last and managed to keep a lid on things to 
stop a late charge from the home team. He finished 

as the pick of the bowlers with two wickets for fifteen 
from his four overs, helped by two remarkable diving 
boundary catches from Tom Parsons, who was back 
on tour again after a few years away. We’ve really 
missed the sight of those long arms stretching out 
to pluck balls out of the air, turning boundaries into 
wickets. South Devon ended up on 197 for six – an 
imposing total, but certainly not impossible given the 
potential firepower in the OO batting ranks.

Gary Dean had swapped ball for bat for today and 
opened the innings with Tom in our reply. They 
put on a good opening stand of 80 in fifteen overs, 
leaving six an over required off the last 20. Both hit 
some memorable shots, particularly a massive six 
from Tom that went over the row of cars and first 
bounced in the adjacent football pitch. Both were out 
to our old friend Alex Bridgeman, who bowled six 
overs and kept the brakes on the scoring-rate well.

Paul Flower came in at the fall of the first wicket 
and was just starting to open up with some of his 
old trademark lofted straight drives, when he was 
bowled by another who has worn the OO colours, 
James Allen. There was still plenty of batting left to 
come, but this unfortunately precipitated a batting 
collapse of England-team proportions. We lost our 
final six wickets in six overs for about thirty runs as 
the batsmen seemed to feel obliged to go for the big 
shots when we only really needed to work things 
around. The OOs finished thirty-four runs short, 
with six overs left to bowl. A bit of a disappointing 
end to what had been shaping up to be an excellent 
finish.
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The last game of tour was against our regular last-
day opponents, Kenn. Father and son, Paul and Sam 
Flower, opened up for us in a 35-over game, but the 
dreams of their first 100 partnership were dashed by 
an early LBW shout against Sam. Paul pressed on 
though, and the longer he stayed there the more like 
the Flower of old he became, sending some glorious 
strokes around the ground, including four straight 
sixes. He was bowled for 56 off fifty-three balls. 
At the other end, Colloff and Burrell had kept him 
company, and then young Louis Hargreaves, who we 
had played against the day before, came in, having 
accepted our invitation for a game since we only had 
ten players. He batted really well in an innings which 
included two sixes of his own. Joe Parsons joined him 
to add some great impetus to the final few overs. He, 
too, hit a six to the long boundary straight down the 
ground, but his six had the unique quality of being 
hit with only one hand on the bat! He surely must 
have adapted this from his father Stephen’s famous 
one-handed sweep shot, and it was an impressive feat.

The OOs finished on 183 for six from their overs. 
Our old pal, Jimbo Gosling, opened the innings 
with Andy Underhill, and Sam Flower began with a 
maiden. Chris Evans was a little more expensive at 
the other end, but he did get the important wicket 
of Jimmy towards the end of his spell, the victim of 
another running and diving Tom Parsons catch and, 
after that, the batsmen struggled to make inroads 
into their target. Dave Colloff was hard to get away 
and got a couple of wickets; Tom Parsons got one 
and landed his leggies well after having kept them 
hidden in the cupboard for so long, and then Alex 
Bridgeman (who was playing for us again) took three 
wickets in three overs and had to be taken off as he 
was too unplayable on the very helpful, dampish 
wicket. Skipper Lance brought himself on at the 
other end and embarrassingly took two wickets in 
one over before he could take himself off, and Louis 
Hargreaves needed only one ball when he replaced 
him to finish the innings off. Kenn were all out for 
96 and the OOs had another win to make the week’s 
results look slightly more favourable.

It had been another awesome week, and so nice to 
see all the new faces mixed with all the old regulars. 
One of the best aspects of tour is that you get such 
a wide range of characters, ages and outlooks in the 
merry band who come together for the week, and I 
always wish it would go on for longer, if only I wasn’t 
so exhausted by the end of it. So, to round off with 
a list of tourists who haven’t made this report so 
far, it was wonderful to see: Terry Smith and Jackie 
Childe again; Linda Michael, of course; Penny 

Giles with Craig, Andy and their boys, Mason and 
Freddie; Becky White (freshly married just a few 
days before tour, and who, with Pete, became just the 
second couple to effectively come on tour for their 
honeymoon!); team social secretary, Kathy Staff; the 
lovely Anne and Louise Flower; after decades of 
existing only through mysterious references similar 
to Arthur Daley’s ‘er indoors, Chris Evans’ wife Fran 
made a surprise and very welcome addition as well; 
and Laura Parsons, who also kindly helped with 
scoring duties. Finally, our thanks must go to the 
ever-welcome Jasper Gundry-White for umpiring, 
along with Stephen Parsons.

If anyone reading this fancies being part of the next 
slice of Old Olavian cricketing history next year, 
please do get in touch. We are always especially happy 
to welcome any new leavers from the school – what 
could be better use of a few days of summer holiday? 
We also have a couple of midweek games and we’ll be 
looking to reinstate the Old Boys vs the School game 
next summer too. The 2022 tour will run from 7th to 
12th August.

See this page for photos and video clips from this and 
previous tours:

https://www.facebook.com/oldolavianscricketclub

                              Lance Giles
                                       (1995)
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RESULTS
Sunday 8th August vs Paignton: 35 overs, OOs 
won by 29 runs

OOs 272 for 8 (A Bridgeman 68 retd, M Parr 61 
retd, H Hamilton 52, J Gillin 26)

Paignton 243 for 9 (Shay 140 retd, A Bridgeman 3 
for 25, I Giles 2 for 9, B Rouse 2 for 55)

Monday 9th August vs Sidmouth: 
rained off
Tuesday 10th August vs Sandford: 40 overs, 
Sandford won by 6 wickets

OOs 187 fof 9 (C Webster 64, M Parr 25, L Giles 
23, H Hamilton 23)

Sandford 191for 4 (B Rouse 2 for 16) in 33.5 overs

Wednesday 11th August vs Torquay: 20 
overs, Torquay won by 8 wickets
OOs 159 for 5 (M Parr 45, C Webster 43*, N 
Rakshamuthu 35)

Torquay 162 for 2 in 19 overs

Thursday 12th August vs South 
Devon: 35 overs, South Devon won by 
33 runs
South Devon 197 for 6 (N Chute 2 for 15)

OOs 164 all out (T Parsons 50, G Dean 28, P 
Flower 21)

Friday 13th August vs Kenn: 35 overs, 
OOs won by 87 runs
OOs 183 (P Flower 56, J Parsons 31, L Hargreaves 
28, S Burrell 27)

Kenn 96 all out (A Bridgeman 3 for 10, L Giles 2 
for 2, D Colloff 2 for 17)
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Old Olavians’ Eton Fives Club

It was, of course, a very strange year for the Fives at 
St. Olave’s and for the Old Olavians.

First of all, we had lost the use of our own Fives courts 
from January 2020 whilst the new courts were to be 
built and the old courts given a new roof and lighting. 
Then, of course, a few months later, Covid struck. 
On the one hand, given that we had lost the courts 
to the building project, Covid meant that we were 
not missing out too much on court compared with 
other clubs, since no Fives could be played anywhere 
in the country for quite a number of months due to 
the lockdown. Fives did recommence on the High 
Elms Court, being completely open-air, although 
court-time was at a premium and the school pupils 
had priority at weekends. However, this was a major 
benefit for keeping Fives going in the Olavian camp.

Eventually, the postponed 2020 Kinnaird Cup semi-
finals were played which resulted in Matt Wiseman 
and James Toop playing yet another final against Seb 
Cooley and his partner from the Old Harrovians. It 
was a close final with Matt and James comfortably 
winning the first set, but then being increasingly edged 

out, losing the match eventually one set to three. Seb 
recorded an incredible tenth consecutive Kinnaird title 
with that win. That concluded the postponed 2020 
season and then there was a condensed summer season 
for 2021, all league and match activity having been 
impossible due to Covid restrictions. It was actually 
a wonderful Summer season which made for a novel 
change. The Old Olavians enjoyed a very successful 
Barber Cup campaign, eventually defeating the Old 
Westminster’s in the final, held at Eton College. The 
team consisted of James Toop, Howard Wiseman, Seb 
Cooley, Tony Barker, Matthew Wiseman and recent 
school leaver, Isaac Jochim, who won at all three pairs.

The other enormous success of the Summer term 
was the weekly Saturday morning club sessions.   The 
renovated courts and two of the new courts were 
again available for use from April 2021. The Summer 
practices were very well attended with four to six 
courts full every week, with many players returning 
after a good few years away. We shall endeavour to 
run Summer morning club sessions in future years; 
it was such a success. The one big disappointment 
has really been the court building project. Two of the 
four new courts were pulled down half-way through 
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the construction as the builders had taken shortcuts 
on the foundation work at one end and the result 
was that the two courts at the pavilion end started 
to crack up and fall down. As a result we have only 
two additional new courts at present and a £250,000 
insurance claim on the other two. We can only hope 
that the insurance does come through without a bitter 
fight with the insurance firm; time will tell, but there 
will be no celebration until all four courts for which 
the money was raised and paid, are actually built. 
The two new courts provide a beautiful space and the 
teething issues with the floors and a few other details 
are expected to be put right fairly soon. The lighting 
on all courts is now fantastic, as is the new roof. Fives 

at the School and in the Old Olavians’ Club continues 
to flourish and to provide the most wonderful and 
sociable arena for the enjoyment and love of a sport 
for all ages, both sexes and all abilities.

                      
         
         
                        Howard Wiseman 
                                       (1987)



In Memoriam

Victor ALFREY died on 15th September 2021: 
we were told this sad news by his wife, Sylvia.

George O AYRES (1963) died in June 2020: his 
daughter, Karen, sent us this sad news in July 

2021.

Brian BEECROFT (Chemistry Teacher at St. 
Olave’s 1964-93)John, Brian’s son, advised the 

School that his father, Brian Beecroft, passed away 
on 28th August.  He taught Chemistry at St. Olave’s 
from the mid-sixties (1964?) until 1993 when he 
retired. 

Sarah BESTON, nee DUKE (Geography Teacher 
at St. Olave’s 1995-2021) Sarah died on Thursday 

8th July 2021 after being diagnosed with brain cancer 
in April 2019. She leaves behind her husband and Old 
Olavian, Nick Beston, her son and current Olavian, 
Alfie, and daughter Esme. Sarah taught Geography 
at St. Olave’s for many years, following her school/
university days at Newstead Wood and Oxford. She 
also ran the ever-popular school trip to the Isle of 
Rum, of which many students hold fond memories. 

Bobby Hyam wrote: “Miss Duke was one of the 
kindest, most generous and cheerful people I ever 
met.  She went above and beyond with her patience 
and care for me during my time in sixth form despite 
the challenges I sometimes presented her with, always 
making time to engage with warmth and love. 

“The trip to Rum is one of the highlights of my school 
memories. We hiked up mountains, stayed overnight 
in a bothy, ate [and] were merry together. Without 
her, we would not have had the chance to build the 
friendships we still enjoy today.” 

Matt Sheridan wrote: “I still remember Miss Duke 
and was one of the first pupils she taught when she 
came to teach at St Olave’s. I remember her as a softly 
spoken, gentle person, with a passion for Geography. 
Whilst we were confident (brash?) sixth formers 
being a bit cheeky at times, you couldn’t fail to respect 
her enthusiasm and love for teaching. Plus, she gave 
as good as she got and had a quick wit. A great loss 
for all who knew her. I count myself lucky to have had 
her as a teacher.”

James Ussher-Smith wrote: “I can still vividly 
remember Miss Duke’s friendly, kind and welcoming 
approach to our class of terrified year 7s as our form 

tutor all those years ago. I wasn’t taught by her after 
year 7 but can remember running into her around 
the school for the rest of my time there and she was 
always smiling and laughing, full of positivity as well 
as being a fantastic Geography teacher. 

“I also have very fond memories of the Rum trip 
which I was lucky enough to do in the sixth form. 
I know the island of Rum and the community there 
were very close to her heart. So devastated that she 
has been taken from us far too soon.”

Charles Jewkes wrote: “…I came across some photos 
of the Rum trip in 2001 – some of the most memorable 
days of my life. I had my first lesson at St. Olave’s with 
Sarah Duke, and she inspired me to read Geography 
at university and even wrote my reference. She was an 
inspiration and above all a lovely person.” 

St. Olave’s would like to compile a memory book for 
the Beston Family so if you have any photos, anecdotes 
or stories about the times that you’ve shared with 
Sarah over the years, please could you forward them 
to chairoldolavians@gmail.com.  

The Reverend Hugh BROADBENT (Chaplain 
and Governor to St. Olave’s 1995-2009) Hugh 

died on Sunday 29th November after a long illness. 
Hugh was a great supporter of the School, having 
been the Chaplain from 1995 to 2009 and a Governor 
from 2015 until 2019. During his illness he wrote a 
book, “Where Is Love” available from Waterstones 
and Amazon, and he also composed and performed 
a hymn “Immanuel”, which can be seen on YouTube.

Peter C BURROUGHS (1955) died on 11th 
April 2021, just eight days after his 85th birthday. 

Amongst many other achievements, Peter had 
followed his father, Fred, in being a leading member 
of the OO Cricket Club; he went on many tours to 
South Devon when he was still a boy. He had earlier 
been captain of the School 1st XI (1955). He took 
pride in his fielding at cover and was a more than 
useful medium pace bowler. 

Brian N CANTLE (1969) died in October 2020 
after suffering pancreatic cancer. As was reported 

briefly in last year’s edition of this magazine, Brian 
Cantle died in hospital.

Ray Michael (1963) wrote that Brian passed away 
in October 2020. He had been treated for prostate 
cancer for several years, and it looked as though that 
treatment had been accomplished successfully. Sadly, 
he then developed pancreatic cancer, which was not 
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treatable and, after a short period, was admitted to 
Princess Royal Hospital at Farnborough, where he 
died.

In many ways, Brian embodied the sporting spirit of 
the Old Olavians – playing for the rugby, cricket, and 
football clubs when they were extant. Sadly, of course, 
only the cricket club remains active, and that in the 
main is as a touring side each August – continuing a 
tradition of Devon tours unbroken since 1908. Brian 
eventually became captain of the OOCC and was 
a thoughtful and enthusiastic leader. He held very 
strong views as to how the game should be played 
and held to those no matter what the state of the 
match or the views of other participants! He was a 
passionate lover of cricket, collecting over the years a 
large archive of cricket books and memorabilia, which 
eventually took over a large part of his home!

Brian has been a regular on OO cricket tour since 
1971 and played a large part in keeping the tour going 
in recent years. He toured over thirty times and was 
one of a handful of people to play over a hundred 
games on the tour. He batted 91 times, scoring 1644 
runs at an average of 20.8, with a highest score of 104 
against Kenn in 1994.

Brian studied business after leaving St Olave’s, 
and had a long career in that field. His most recent 
appointment was with the publishing company 
Cream, for which he was Finance Director. He was 
married for thirty-one years to Penny, and she has 
been a rock who has unfailingly supported Brian in 
all his endeavours, be they sporting or business. Over 
the last few years, when Brian has been going through 
continued treatment for cancer and other illnesses, 
she, Jamie and Louise have provided him with a 
secure and loving home.

A cricketing reference which sums up Brian: “If a 
man possesses any good qualities, cricket will most surely 
develop them. It is a game which calls constantly for little 
acts of courtesy and self-denial, and no one who plays it 
can help feeling the better for its influence.” 

James Greenidge (2002) wrote that “he was very 
saddened to hear that Brian Cantle had passed away. 
I have extremely fond memories of time on cricket 
tour in Devon with Brian in the mid-2000s. My 
brother John and I were ‘recruited’ to OOs by Brian to 
play on a number of tours, and they were immensely 
enjoyable, in no small part due to Brian’s warmth, 
sense of humour and supply of beer! Whenever I 
think of a tour, I think of Brian.

“I still remember the first time I met Brian - my 
brother John and I met him in a car park somewhere 
on the drive down to Devon, and he was taken aback 
to see two white English lads with the surname 
‘Greenidge’ in front of him - I think he’d been told 
we were Gordon Greenidge’s nephews or something! 
“He was one of those guys who always had a twinkle 
in his eye and you couldn’t help but like him - he was 
the epitome of what cricket, and OOs cricket, is all 
about.” 

John Greenidge (2002) wrote that he “read the sad 
news about Brian this morning via the OO newsletter. 
I did not know he had passed away. The last contact I 
had with Brian was this Summer - he messaged me on 
Facebook to ask how I was doing during lockdown, 
and I, in turn, asked him how he and his wife were. 
He said they were both doing well and did not even 
mention he was ill. This was typical of Brian - he was 
a very positive person and was one of those people 
who was always smiling, having a joke, and bringing 
people together.

“I am a lot younger than Brian, having left St. Olave’s 
in 2002, but went on a few Old Olavian Cricket tours 
to Devon in the 2000s with him. He, along with Ian 
Giles, was very much the driving force behind those 
tours, but I have some great memories of playing 
at some lovely cricket grounds, and perhaps more 
memorably, spending some quality time in the bar 
after games. Brian was young at heart and had a story 
for every occasion.

“It is a pleasure to have known Brian and I will always 
remember him very fondly. It is sad to think that he 
has passed away at such a young age, but I know he 
has had a very full life. Please pass on my condolences 
to his family.”

Trevor Shaw (1969) wrote that he had “just got the 
news about Brian. Really sobering, especially as we 
were both in the same year at School and also grew 
up together in our twenties playing cricket for the 
Old Boys through the seventies. I later moved into 
Kingsand Road where he lived with his parents and 
briefly caught up with him through business at the 
turn of 2000.” 

John Brown (Hon Editor) recalls that Brian twice 
phoned him during the early part of the Summer when 
very little cricket was being played; never once did he 
hint that he was unwell, and he gave the impression 
that he was calling just to make sure that I was coping 
alright with the demands of the pandemic. Brian was 
a good man and a good friend.  
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Michael J EVANS (1951) died in January 2021. 
His son-in-law, Chris Topham, told us this sad 

news. 

The Reverend Frederick GEORGE (1955) died 
on 16th October 2020 after living the fullest of 

lives, much of it having been spent serving the church 
overseas. I am grateful to Robin Walter for telling us 
this sad news. 

Fred spent much of his childhood living with his 
parents in a prefab in Catford and he developed a love 
for camping, notably in the Surrey hills. He did his 
national service with the Devonshire regiment and 
was delighted when, despite troubles with dyslexia, he 
was admitted to teachers’ training college and later St 
Luke’s College in Exeter. 

Fred’s life is described as exceptional, but tough with 
many dangers, as he trekked across the Australian 
outback in north Queensland, drove through the 
monsoon to isolated communities in Brunei, and 
ploughed upriver by launch in The Gambia to distant 
missions. After an interval, Fred became College 
Principal at Farafenni in The Gambia. He spent 
eight years as a pastor in several villages in Suffolk 
but found the pull to serve overseas was still with 
him and, in 1997, he moved to the South Atlantic as 
vicar of Jamestown in St Helena, where he was soon 
appointed archdeacon.   
We are told that, wherever there was work to be done, 
Fred was there, meticulous and utterly dependable. 
Even when his health and memory began to fade, he 
still wanted to be involved; his insight and generosity 
were endless. It certainly does seem to have been a 
remarkable life, one of which Olavians everywhere 
can be very proud.      

David HIDER (1953) died on 7th September 
2020 after a short battle with cancer. We were 

told this sad news by his son, Martin, who sent the 
following tribute: “It is with enormous sadness that I 
have to report that my father, ‘The Wider Hider’, died 
from brain cancer in September 2020 aged 83. 

 “Dave grew up in Chislehurst, won a scholarship to 
St. Olave’s Grammar School between the years 1948 
and 1953. Having completed his ‘O’ Levels, he was 
expecting to continue for his ‘A’ Levels, but was struck 
down by Tuberculosis, and spent the following two 
years at home in isolation instead.
 “Having recovered, he started work at Brimar Valves 
from where, in 1957, he applied to become a BBC 
engineer. After his initial training course at Evesham 
he joined Telecine at Lime Grove.
 “In the 1960s he ran many of the experimental colour 

transmissions of feature films to which the BBC had 
transmission rights. Because of their scarcity they 
were shown countless times. As a result Dave knew, 
word for word, the dialogue for the John Wayne film 
‘She Wore a Yellow Ribbon’. 
 “In 1982 he was invited to become a Shift Supervisor 
for the new ‘Breakfast Time’ programme at Lime 
Grove where he remained until he took early 
retirement in 1989. After a brief spell working on the 
televising of Parliament he returned to the Multi-
Format Area where his extensive knowledge of 
videotape, film and colour was much appreciated and 
from where he fully retired in 1999. 
 
“With his wit and knowledge, Dave was enormously 
popular, forming lifelong friendships with many of 
those with whom he worked. These included Ralph 
Montagu (now, The Right Hon. The Lord Montagu 
of Beaulieu) whose extensive family film archive Dave 
transferred to video.

 “He leaves a loving family with whom he spent many 
happy holidays in his beloved France and, in recent 
years, celebrating his birthday on New Year’s Day 
in the Black Forest. His love of walking and travel 
gave him the opportunity to follow his passion for 
photography and photo-manipulation. He was an 
ardent fan of traditional jazz and followed the Sussex 
Jazz Kings for whom he took photos and created CD 
covers.
 “For sixty-three happy years he shared everything 
with his adored wife Doreen. His children, Martin 
and Karen, and their respective spouses, Amanda and 
Perry, always had his support and encouragement to 
follow their own lives and careers. He leaves a huge 
gap in our lives, and we will all miss his love, sense of 
humour and wisdom.” 

Peter Robert HOWE (1960) died of complications 
from multiple myeloma on 22nd November 2020 

at Regional Hospice in Danbury, Connecticut. We 
were sent a copy of the obituary which appeared in 
the New York Times on 6th December by his wife. 

He was born in London, on October 17th 1942 
and was a student at St. Olave’s Grammar School, 
where he sang in the Southwark cathedral choir. He 
studied painting and photography at the University of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and graduated with a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degree. In the midst of the1960s, he 
became an assistant to fashion photographer David 
Montgomery. His career as a freelance photographer 
began when he met the art director of Nova magazine, 
who persuaded him to focus on photo-journalism and 
gave him assignments that included coverage of the 
Troubles in Northern Ireland. 

140 – Old Olavian – Olavian 2021



In 1979, he moved to New York, where he worked on 
assignments for Sipa, a French photo agency, as well 
as for the London Observer, Newsweek and European 
magazines. He covered a wide range of stories, from 
the war in El Salvador to the Alaska Iditarod Trail 
Race. It was then that he met Anthea Disney, a fellow 
Brit and journalist and the love of his life. They married 
in 1984 and became US citizens in 1994. Howe went 
on to become an award-winning photo editor. He 
was picture editor at The New York Times Magazine, 
director of photography at Life Magazine, and vice-
president of photography of Corbis. Distressed by 
the scarcity of outlets for photo-journalists, he and 
Howard Chapnick launched Outtakes, a magazine 
that published black-and-white photo essays. “The 
photo-journalist’s job is to recall events”, Howe once 
wrote. “One of the problems of democracy is a lack 
of knowledge. People blame the media, but without 
them there would be no democracy.” He wrote two 
books about photography, “Paparazzi” and “Shooting 
Under Fire”, the latter drawing on his experiences as 
a war photographer. He then wrote a series of three 
children’s books about the imagined adventures of 
Waggit, based on the stray dog he and his wife rescued 
in Central Park. Those led to three more young reader 
books. 

Following a horse-riding accident, when a brain 
injury made sequential thinking difficult, he shifted 
the subjects of his photographs to sea and landscapes, 
which were exhibited in regional galleries. A gourmet 
cook, marathon runner, rower, dressage rider and 
classical pianist, Howe adored opera and the blues 
and was passionate about the Good Dog Foundation. 
Once a week for eighteen years, he and his Samoyeds, 
Bobby Blue and Rocco, visited children with cancer in 
hospital. In addition to his wife, Howe is survived by 
his daughter Joanne Howe and son-in-law Richard 
Bench of Harwich, England; his dogs Stella and 
Gracie; his champion dressage horse Let’s Dance 
(Lulu) and friends all over the world who will miss 
his ready laugh, his impeccable fashion sense, and his 
endless curiosity about everything from politics to 
history to literature and art.

Howard JAMES (1953) Howard died on 31st 
August 2021. He had a long battle with 

dementia after suffering two strokes. 

Raymond Terence JOHNSON (1958) died on 
28th August 2021 at the Arthur Rank Hospice, 

Cambridge. He was born in 1941 and entered St. 
Olave’s on a scholarship, the first member of his 
family to attend a grammar school. There he excelled 
in sports, enjoyed languages and mental arithmetic. 

He was proud of his time at St. Olave’s and enjoyed 
many fond memories. 

After leaving St. Olave’s he worked briefly for the 
London Metropolitan Water Board before joining 
the Phoenix Timber Group, where his father and 
older brother George both worked, his father as the 
timber mill foreman. Immediately after marrying his 
wife Celia, whom he had met during his first years 
at St. Olave’s, Ray spent six months in Finland, 
learning every aspect of the business of timber for 
construction. He spent his whole career at Phoenix 
Timber, eventually becoming an Associate Director 
of the Rainham Timber subsidiary and oversaw the 
design and construction of numerous large scale 
timber engineering projects, across the UK and on 
the continent.

Throughout his life he always had an abundance of 
natural curiosity and many hobbies. In the 1990s, 
Ray took early retirement and devoted himself 
to his passion for collecting antiques, buying and 
selling at the Merton Abbey Mills antiques market 
in Wimbledon, where he became well known for 
his breadth of expertise and the ability to spot an 
undiscovered bargain. As the internet began taking 
over, he moved away from trading and set about 
exploring the family history of both his and his wife 
Celia’s families.

After a bout of prostate cancer, in 2017 Ray and 
Celia left their home of 41 years in Welling, Kent and 
moved to Witchford in Cambridgeshire, to be nearer 
their only daughter, Maria. Here Ray continued 
building up his knowledge of antique maps. Maps of 
London held a lifelong fascination for him. In later 
years his health deteriorated with diabetes and MDS, 
but he remained active and, in April 2021, celebrated 
his diamond wedding anniversary with Celia, who, 
together with their daughter Maria and grand-
daughter Francesca, survives him.

David MATTHEWS (Deputy Headmaster 
at St. Olave’s 1986-1997) David was Deputy 

Headteacher from 1986 until his retirement in 1997. 
He passed away on 8th July 2021 after a long illness 
with Parkinson’s disease. 

Roger NASH (Physics Teacher at St. Olave’s 1979-
1990) Jessica Nash, Roger’s daughter, informed 

us about the recent and sudden death of her Father. 
He taught at St. Olave’s between 1979 and 1990 as a 
Physics teacher, and was probably quite well known 
during that period ( Jessica thinks he was involved in 
various sporting activities at the School as well). 
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Robin C REFFELL (1963): Robin’s son Guy 
passed on the following sad news in March 

2021: Robin and his second wife, Joy, died within two 
months of each other, Robin on 1st March. At the 
time of writing the cause is not known, but Robin 
had a ruptured oesophagus, and then developed 
pneumonia. 

Ray Michael (1963) writes that it is another sad 
loss to the OOCC family – Robin was a regular on 
Devon tour for many years and took over as manager 
following Fred Burroughs’ death. He was an excellent 
cricketer, keeping wicket for the school and for Surrey 
Schools, and being a stylish batter. He also played fives 
and tennis to a good standard. Although we didn’t see 
much of him in later years, he would often turn up at 
Sidmouth for the tour match.   

Whilst in the Sea Cadets, Robin sailed in the Tall 
Ships race from Torbay to Rotterdam in 1962. On 
leaving St Olave’s, he joined the Royal Navy, and 
served from 1963-67. He played tennis for the Navy 
in the inter-services championship on No.1 Court at 
Wimbledon, and played rugby for Dartmouth Naval 
College. He also won the Ipswich Fives Tournament 
in !984.
He subsequently had a long and successful career in 
the Metropolitan Police, where he was a Sergeant at 
Tower Bridge, and later joined the Police training 
section.
He leaves a son, Guy, who lives in Liverpool with his 
wife and two children, and a daughter, Hayley, who 
lives in New Zealand with her husband and four 
children.

George Desmond (Des) SWINBURN (Music 
Master from 1957 to 1977) Graham Milne 

passed on the following sad news from Martin 
Gostling: “I write to you with a very heavy heart, to 
let you know that our dear Des died peacefully on 
20th January at 4.00 am in a Nursing Home close to 
his home in Norfolk. He was 94 when he died. His 
daughter, Helen, asked me to inform you.” 

The funeral was held in February and it was hoped 
that a Memorial Service might be held during the 
summer 2021. 

Graham Bennett (1977) wrote: “sad to see Des 
Swinburn has died. My memory is of him always 
walking around the school wearing a cape – to keep 
standards up?! – and two specifics: (1) First Year 
mandatory auditions for the school choir – he stopped 
me after three words of the audition song with a “Next, 
please”... I didn’t make the choir; and (2) seeing him 
up on the balcony in the hall playing Jerusalem on the 
organ, seemingly completely oblivious to anything 
else – still my favourite hymn, and one of my favourite 
songs. Amazing guy, if somewhat hard to warm to – 
part of the STOGS past, I reckon, probably didn’t 
rate Orpington too highly!”

Peter Anthony TYLER (1943) died on 10th 
February 2021 aged 95. We heard this sad news 

from his son, Dick Tyler. 
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