
 

 

IJS/JBR/10/03/2022 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students 
 
Year 9 French Exchange to Bondues (Sunday 22nd to 29th May 2022) 
 
The French Department is very pleased to be able to offer again the exciting opportunity for our Year 9 
students of French to participate in an exchange with our partner school Institution de la Croix Blanche, 
Bondues, near Lille, near the Belgian border: www.lacroixblanche.org  The last French exchange took 
place during Activities Week 1 in 2019, with the French group visiting us at St Olave’s in December 2018. 
Naturally no exchange has taken place since due to Covid and we are very keen to resume this valuable 
tradition.  
The success of this home-to-home residential experience rests on the principle of reciprocity: your child 
needs to be ready to be an engaged guest in France and ready to be a good host in your home and at 
school to his French partner. The French school has run exchanges with Spain, Germany and the US for 
about 30 years and with our school since 2015. It is a large private mixed secondary school with which 
we have run successfully a letter exchange in the course of this academic year with our Year 9 classes. 
It is a private school by French standards which means that it has a Roman Catholic denomination, in 
this instance. All members of the hosting French families over the age of 18 will have the French 
equivalent of the UK DBS checks 
 
This is an invaluable asset for our pupils, enabling them to immerse themselves in a French way of life, 
to understand the cultural background and to give them the opportunity to use their language in situ 
thus building their confidence. The two classes of Year 9 French students have had an insight in the 
activities which were done in 2019 from their teacher and two participants in the last exchange who are 
now studying French in Year 12. Students who took part in the past have always come back delighted.  
 
The French and English pupils will be paired up according to their interests and with a French male 
student of the same age, in the same cohort as your child, once we receive all information sheets. These 
will be sent to you via Evolve as soon as I have the list of participants.  
 
Dates, Travel and Accommodation: 
 
The English group will be staying in France with their own penfriends, for one week in total: 22nd to 29th 
May 2022. English parents are paying for their own child’s trip and excursions while in France. 
 
The French group will be coming to us between Thursday 16th to Thursday 23rd June. They will be coming 
into school for 2 days. They will follow their penfriends to their lessons and go on excursions to London 
on other school days. The weekend will be spent with you as their host families. The French teachers 
will organise and finance their own excursions while they are here. Only packed lunches will be needed. 
 
We will be travelling by Eurostar directly to Lille, thus keeping the cost of this exchange at an affordable 
level; the price of the trip will cover our return journey and travel costs for day excursions, with entrance 
fees. This year our students will benefit from greater immersion in the way of life and language due to 
the fact that our stay there coincides with a bank holiday on Thursday 26th May which means that there 
will be no school in France on the Thursday and Friday. French families who have a second home are 
likely to take the opportunity to spend a long weekend there with your child. This means in turn that 
your child needs to understand fully that he needs to be prepared to engage with the other members 

http://www.lacroixblanche.org/


of the family and with a French way of life and maximise his use of the language. This experience is 
beneficial both linguistically and socially.  
 
For our single day of excursion this year, we will use a local coach company used by The Institution de 
la Croix Blanche, fitted with seat belts. Students will be supervised on excursions and there will be 
contact time on days when pupils are in school. They will also be asked to contact me by phone daily on 
the days when we are not meeting in person.  
 
The exchange is designed for a group of Year 9 students of French only. The group will be accompanied 
by 2 members of staff with a 1:8 staff ratio: a member of the teaching staff at St Olave’s and myself. For 
this trip to be viable there needs to be a minimum of 12 participants.  
 
We will spend a day and a half (Tuesday and Wednesday morning) in the French school when our 
students will be able to follow their French host in their lessons. If the French partner has lunch at the 
canteen, the French partner will pay for your child’s meal and the same is expected in reverse, unless 
your child has a packed lunch in which case the French partner will also eat the packed lunch you 
provide. 
I am planning to spend Monday morning on the beach of Dunkerque with a sailing school where 
instructors offer an introduction to sand-yachting, followed by a guided visit of a WW2 bunker 
converted into a museum on the history of rockets to the present day. 
 
Cost, travel and health documents: 
 
The cost of the trip will be in the region of £240 per student, based on 14 students taking part, to include 
travel, insurance, and the excursions.  This could be subject to change depending on the cost of the 
Eurostar tickets. Students may like to bring a small amount of pocket money with them.  

 
If your child would like to participate, you will need to pay a deposit of £140 by Monday 21st of March 
2022 on sQuid in order to secure the Eurostar tickets as soon as possible. If you are experiencing 
financial difficulties, please apply to the Headteacher in writing and your application for support will be 
considered, in the strictest confidence. If you experience any problems in connection with sQuid, please 
do not hesitate to contact the Finance Department by email financeoffice@saintolaves.net.  
 
A subsequent single instalment of £100 will be due by 29th April.  
 
Students will need valid passports and a EHIC or new GHIC card (the EHIC is still valid post-Brexit as 
long as it is still in date – renewals can be completed online here). Passports must be less than 10 years 
old on the date of travel to France and valid for at least 3 months from the date of return to the UK. 
If the students’ EHIC card or passport requires renewal, you can still enrol your child, you will be asked 
on the consent form (sent via Evolve) to indicate if you are applying for a new card or passport 
 
Please indicate if you would like your child to attend this trip by completing the attached form via this 
linkhttps://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPage.aspx?fragment=FormId%3DiX0vmvlX1EWBBL5CKcYsZ
OjqkYzBZUBIsiAt3HzzCddUOTEwOEFITUJLVTBJQUVPVlI1WDdQQ0dGSy4u%26Token%3De812a3eb7c4
a4f35bb15693a00b43d35. 
 
If more students wish to attend this trip than can be accommodated, names will be selected at random.  
You will be informed if selected at random. 
 
After the deposit has been made via sQuid please complete the consent form on Evolve as soon as 
possible after or at the time of paying the deposit.  You will also be required to upload a photocopy of 
their passport and an EHIC card in the student’s name.  If your child holds a non UK or non EU passport, 
you will need to apply for a Schengen Visa and we will provide you with more details about this and the 
information you require to apply in due course. 
 
In terms of Covid 19 rules, at the time of writing, all students taking part will need to be fully vaccinated 
(2 vaccinations - no booster needed – the second vaccination to be administered at least one full week 
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before travel) and will need to provide proof of vaccinations and as rules stand at the moment students 
will need to complete a sworn statement certifying the absence of Covid 19 symptoms and of any 
contact with a confirmed case of Covid 19 in the 14 days prior to departure.  Full details are available 
here. However, there will soon be further relaxations of the rules from the French Government and I 
will keep you informed. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mrs Saunders – Head of French 
isaunders@saintolaves.net 
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