
 

 

 

 
IJS/JR/AC/LP 26th November 2021  
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
  
LANGUAGES TRIPS IN ACTIVITIES WEEK 2:  11th - 15th July 2022  
  
It is with great pleasure that the Languages Faculty and Classics Department offer your child the choice 
of either the French Residential trip, the German Residential or the Hadrian’s Wall trip in Activities 
Week 2, July 2022. All students at St Olave’s Grammar School study French, German, Latin for at least 
one year before entering Year 10, and they are all able to make the most of a trip to France or 
Germany or Hadrian’s Wall. If your child is studying French or German at GCSE 
level, they should certainly go on the relevant languages trip, but even those students not taking a 
Modern Foreign Language at GCSE have some knowledge of either French or German from previous 
study and will also enjoy and learn a great deal on whichever trip they choose. We encourage students 
taking only Latin to travel to Hadrian’s Wall. Nonetheless, the option for students who are not taking 
Latin for GCSE to visit Hadrian’s Wall is available, although we would encourage pupils to prioritise the 
opportunity to travel abroad. 
  
On the Residential Trip to France, students stay at the Château de la Baudonnière in Normandy and 
participate in a wide variety of sports and activities, including archery and bread making. Additionally, 
there will be visits to local sites of historical interest such as Le Mont Saint Michel, the Bayeux Tapestry 
and a local market. Students will travel through France to Normandy by coach using the channel tunnel, 
departing on Monday 11th July and returning to school on Friday 15th July. Le Château has an ethos of 
immersion, so all instructions and activities will take place in French, which makes the trip linguistically 
invaluable. The total cost of this trip will be £550 split into 3 payments, the first payment will be a non-
refundable deposit of £100 in order to secure our booking and your child’s place on the trip with two 
further instalments of £225.  This price includes all travel, meals, boarding, travel insurance, special 
Covid insurance and activities; therefore, pupils will only need to bring money for snacks, drinks and 
souvenirs. This cost is based on 30 students taking part but would be reduced if more students enrol.  
  
On the Residential Trip to Germany, students will be staying in local accommodation in the town of 
Wilhelmshaven, on the North Sea Coast. This is where our partner school, the ‘Integrierte Gesamtschule 
Wilhelmshaven’ is situated, and this is where the pen-pals we have been writing to for the past two 
years attend. We will fly from London Heathrow to Hamburg/Bremen on 11th July, returning on 15th 
July. From Hamburg/Bremen, we take a train to reach Wilhelmshaven. The stay will include joint 
excursions with our pen-pals who live locally, and we will also visit the large aquarium, the Botanical 
Gardens, the Marine Museum, where we can learn about the Hanseatic history and more about the 
town’s status as Germany’s largest naval base. We will also have the chance to visit the site of a former 
concentration camp and be guided around this to learn about this part of the town’s history. 
Furthermore, as we are going to be there in the summer, we can have the chance to spend time at the 
beach and on the water, as well as visit a nearby National Park (also UNESCO site). The total cost of the 
trip will be £550 split into three payments, the first of which will be a non-refundable the deposit of 
£100.    
  
 
 



 

 

 

We thank those who have already signed up for and paid a deposit for the Hadrian’s Wall trip – you do 
not need to do anything more. The Classics Department trip would include visits to the Roman 
archaeological sites and hikes along parts of Hadrian’s Wall and historical and cultural activities in 
Newcastle upon Tyne. We will be travelling by coach and staying at the YHA Sill (11th-13th) and 
Newcastle upon Tyne (13th-15th) on a full board basis. The Wall remains one of the most famous 
monuments of the Roman occupation of Britannia and is testament to the civilisation’s ambition, 
engineering prowess and continuing importance today when barriers to mark national borders are still 
a fact of life for many. The cost of the trip will be £268.00 per pupil; however, this could be subject to 
change dependent upon the number of students who take part.  There are thirty-seven places available, 
some of which have already been filled; in the event of oversubscription priority shall be given to Latin 
students. 
 
The cost of the trip includes return coach transfers, bed and breakfast, packed lunches and evening 
meals.  Students will be expected to bring money for snacks during the day.   If you would like 
your child to take part in this trip, we will require a deposit of £100 (non-refundable if students are 
allocated a place and drop out later) by Wednesday 1st December.  Two further instalments of £84 will 
be requested at a later date. 
  
There will be more detailed information to follow in due course, including an information evening in the 
summer term. Please send in copies of your son’s valid EHIC/GHIC card to Frau Probodziak for the 
German trip, Mrs Saunders for the French trip together with the details page of his valid passport - this 
must have at least 6 months’ validity at the time of departure - when you pay the initial deposit for 
your chosen trip, dates for this to follow.  
  
Anyone with a non-EU passport must inform Frau Probodziak or Mrs Saunders respectively, so that 
arrangements can be made for a visa waiver form to be completed in time for the trip. 
  
Should you find yourself in financial difficulties, please apply to the Headteacher in writing and your 
application for support will be considered, in the strictest confidence.  Payment should be made via our 
online system (sQuid).  Should you experience any problems in connection with sQuid, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Finance Department by email financeoffice@saintolaves.net and they will assist 
with your query.  
           
Please complete this form for your choice of trip by Wednesday 1st December (if already signed up  

please also complete the form). https://forms.office.com/r/DpqFiyeM4u 

 
Yours faithfully  
 
Frau Probodziak  
(Head of German and Spanish Lead)  
lprobodziak@saintolaves.net  
Mr. Carroll  
(Head of Classics)  
a.carroll@saintolaves.net  
Mme Saunders  
(Head of French)   
isaunders@saintolaves.net  
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