
 

 

 

 
DJB/AB 31st January 2022 
 
 
Dear Pupils and Parents of Year 11 
 
2022 Qualifications – Contingency Planning 

 
Following on from my letter of 16th December (in which I outlined the school’s contingency planning for 
assessments in the event that GCSE examinations are cancelled) I am writing with some further details 
concerning the planned second assessment point. 
 
Despite the Department for Education being “absolutely committed” to delivering on public examinations 
for GCSE students in the summer, we remain legally obliged to have contingency plans in place for in-school 
assessment, which would enable us to determine a Teacher Assessed Grade (TAG) in the event that public 
examinations are once again cancelled. The DfE’s recommended number of assessments per qualification 
was three, with the January mock exams being the first from the School’s perspective. The recent mocks 
were large scale examinations in which pupils were assessed on a wide range of content, often from across 
the whole of their Key Stage 4 courses. The second assessment point is smaller in scope and in scale.  
 
For any qualification where there is a Non-Examined Assessment (a.k.a. NEA, or coursework), then the NEA 
material will be the second of the assessment points which the school uses to determine a TAG. For all 
remaining GCSEs (i.e. those which do not have an NEA element), we will run an IPM on a discrete topic in the 
week after half term. Teachers of Year 11 have all been asked to advise pupils on how best they can prepare 
– what content will be covered and what technique they may need to revise. Each subject’s IPM will take 
place at the same time for all pupils, so that no class has any advantage or disadvantage relative to another 
class by having taken it sooner or later than their peers. Each IPM will take place under exam conditions so 
that those who have entitlements to access arrangements can benefit fully from them. No pupil will have 
more than two IPMs in a given day, and no IPM will last for more than 45 minutes. All members of Year 11 
will be off timetable for the first week back after half term to enable this to happen, and precise details of 
the timetable are included in the separate attachment. It has been designed to enable breathing space and 
revision time between assessments. 
 
The main hope of the DfE as well as the school is that public examinations for GCSE will be taking place in 
the summer, and we trust that the recent mock examination series will have helped all Year 11 pupils to 
prepare for this. We will continue to monitor and review the situation carefully, to keep abreast of 
subsequent national guidance and to keep pupils and parents up-to-date with further developments. If the 
DfE is able to confirm that public examinations will definitely be taking place, then we would, of course, 
cancel these assessments. For now though we must continue with the contingency planning, and detailed 
plans regarding the third assessment series (to run after Easter) will be shared after half term and after the 
Year 11 IPM assessment week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
Whilst we are mindful that these assessments bring their own challenges and anxieties, we will continue to 
work hard with the year group to avoid assessment fatigue, we hope and trust that these assessments will 
prove beneficial in their own right and will help pupils to feel well prepared for public examinations in the 
summer. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr D J Budds 
Deputy Headteacher 
 


