
 

 

 

DJB/AB 6th December 2022 
 
Dear Year 11 and Year 13 Pupils, Parents and Carers, 
 
Following guidance issued by Ofqual at the end of last week, I am writing to update you regarding 
contingency arrangements for public examinations in 2023. 
 
Retention of Mock Exam Scripts 
Whilst there is no specific concern that public examinations will be cancelled, schools have been formally 
notified that they must securely retain scripts from mock examinations to use as data points. Whilst we know 
that pupils in Years 11 and 13 will be preparing hard for their mocks anyway, we believe it is right to notify 
all pupils and parents concerned that there is a chance that these assessments may be used in this way. 
 
Exam Regulations 
These assessments are always run as the closest possible proxy to the real exam series; they will be formally 
supervised and run to the same regulations/guidelines as the summer 2023 exams. The same reasonable 
adjustments that will be made for access arrangements candidates in the summer will be applied to the 
January mocks. As with any public examination, students will need to tell the school before, or immediately 
after, the assessment of any events outside their control that might affect their performance (in which case, 
write to examsofficer@saintolaves.net as soon as possible so that this can be taken into consideration). 
 
Pupils’ Access to Marked Mock Exams 
Owing to Ofqual’s guidance, marked scripts from mock examinations cannot be handed back to students for 
them to keep. We will, however, ensure that all pupils have sight of marked scripts so that they can take 
photographs of them for their own records. In this way they can learn from their performance in each of 
these assessments and will have the opportunity to understand how the mark scheme has been applied 
(enabling all pupils to call to their teacher’s attention any questions or concerns they might have around the 
fair application of the mark scheme). As always, departments will be working hard to quality assure their 
marking and are aware of the potentially enhanced significance of these assessments. 
 
Grading of Mocks 
Ofqual have stated that teachers may tell the student the grade at which their performance in the 
assessment indicates they have performed. Teachers must make it clear to their students that any grade 
used to indicate the level at which they have performed is not an indication of what their final grade would 
be if it became necessary to award a qualification using the evidence. 
 
We trust students will be taking these exams seriously in any case, and wish them every possible success in 
fulfilling their justifiably high aspirations both in January and in the summer. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr D J Budds 
Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum) 
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