
 

 

Friday 1st April  2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As you know, we are promoting reading for pleasure among our students, with the focus very much on 
students’ enjoyment. As part of this, we are running book clubs to provide students with the 
opportunity to discuss their reading together.  
 
Next half term, the final two book clubs of the year will take place, focusing on Humanities and Science 
on Tuesdays 26th February and 17th May, respectively. Each session will be open to all years and 
students may bring along a book of their choice they would like to chat to others about.  
 
Humanities includes Classical Civilisation, Economics, Geography, History and Religious Studies (RS). 
Science covers Engineering and Medicine as well as Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.  Reading 
suggestions can be found on the Olave's Reading Sharepoint site and through the school website (scroll 
to the bottom of the individual subject pages listed under individual subject information).  
 
I would like to highlight two relevant books, which are both topical for different reasons:  
 

 

‘Prisoners of Geography’, by Tim Marshall, was first published in 2015 but its 
first chapter, on Russia, is looking very prescient in the light of the horrifying war 
in Ukraine. 

 

‘Phosphate Rocks’, by Fiona Erskine, is fiction loosely based on events at a now 
demolished chemical plant in Edinburgh and is a unique and very engaging 
blend of mystery, history, and chemical engineering.  
 
We are delighted that Fiona Erskine has agreed to answer questions (remotely 
via Teams) from years 10 to 13 at lunchtime on Thursday 28th April, soon after 
the Easter holidays.  As numbers are limited, students wishing to take part must 
register by 22nd April at https://forms.office.com/r/BT7wZFNbtb (school login 
required) and commit to reading ‘Phosphate Rocks’ in advance. The registration 
MS Form will also be advertised on the KS4 Chemistry Students and KS5 
Chemistry Students Team chats.  
 

 
Please do encourage your son or daughter to complete the National Literacy Trust reading survey, 
which closes at 9am on Monday 4th April, at https://research.literacytrust.org.uk/s/ALS22_StOlaves/ 
 
With thanks and best wishes, 
Dr Joanna Carpenter 
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