
 

 

 

03 May 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As we approach the End of Year Assessments for Year 7, we are seeking to encourage a healthy 
understanding of the purpose of these assessments from our pupils. With this in mind, Mr Budds and I 
delivered an assembly to the year group to explain the purpose of these assessments and what pupils 
can be doing to ensure they benefit from them to the greatest extent. We thought it would be helpful 
to share with you the content of this assembly so that it can be echoed at home, the same as at 
school. The key principle we are trying to put across is that ‘Assessment exists to help pupils make 
progress’ and that the End of Year Assessments are not the same as the Entrance Exam process; we 
know our pupils are bright and intelligent and this is an opportunity to help guide their progress 
further. 
Our key points from the content of our assembly were as follows: 

• Assessments are there to help drive pupil progress; the feedback is more important than the 

overall mark. 

• It is not about getting something right for a report, or to impress parents or to gain bragging 

rights over their peers, it is to help direct the progress moving forward. These assessments are 

not a competition. We understand that some students may be in a competitive, high-pressure 

mindset from the admissions tests, but we want pupils to know that now that they have a 

place here, this competition is not something we encourage. 

• We ask all pupils to prepare sensibly and do their best. Their teachers will help and guide them 

to allow them to demonstrate their knowledge. Our job is to challenge, engage and enrich and 

so we would expect the assessments to challenge our pupils, there will be (in the great 

majority of cases) room for improvement after the assessments; this is good and natural. 

• We have explained to the pupils that we are moving away from ‘IPMs’ in the way that has 

been experienced this year (Mr Budds will send out further information on this and 

assessment at the school more broadly later in the term). Whilst comments from teachers 

may make reference to the End of Year Assessments, they will not be the sole focus of the 

report comments; this, instead, will be the progress that has been made and the ways in 

which further progress can be made. 

• We explained the differences between these Assessments and Exams- namely that they will 

take place in timetabled lessons, rather than exam halls and that subject teachers will 

supervise. They will also be marked by teachers and feedback given. 

• Finally we spoke about the best way to prepare. We encouraged the pupils to maintain their 

usual co-curricular activities during this period, to eat healthily and to exercise regularly. We 

also highlighted the importance of good sleep, and of working steadily rather than cramming 

before an assessment. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

With these points we hope to be able to minimise any of the anxiety that our pupils might be feeling 
and to show them how supported they are. What we ask from you as parents/guardians is that you 
support us in trying to embed these principles with our pupils, because we firmly believe that this sort 
of positive approach to learning and assessment will ultimately help all of our pupils to make greater 
progress in the long-term. 
 
Kindest regards 
 
 
 
 
Michael Wearn 
Head of Year 7 
 


