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How Do Children and Young People Read Words? 
 

INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARENTS / GUARDIANS 

(Ethics Approval Reference: R81511/RE001) 
 

In partnership with researchers at the University of Oxford, your child’s school has agreed to take part 

in a study investigating how young people read words.  We would like to invite your child to be part 

of this study. We very much hope you would like your child to participate, but before you decide, it is 

important that you understand why the study is being done and what it will involve.  

What are we trying to find out? 

This project is looking at how children and young people read words, especially complex words that 

are made up of multiple meaningful parts (for example, the word ‘unlock’ is composed of two 

morphemes— the stem ‘lock and the affix ‘un-’). We know a lot about how adults read words, but 

much less about how children and young people make links between printed words and their 

meanings. This project will help us understand how children understand more complex written words. 

The findings from projects like this help us to identify methods to help teach reading and to support 

those who find reading difficult. 

Why has my child been invited to take part? 

We are inviting your child to take part because they are in Year 7 to Year 10, attending St Olave’s 

Grammar School. 

Does my child have to take part? 

No.  You can ask questions about the study before deciding whether to allow your child to participate. 

Your child will also be asked for their assent before they participate. During the study, your child can 

also withdraw at any time should they wish to, without giving a reason and without penalty, by telling 

the researcher/teacher.  

What will happen if my child takes part? 

If you are happy for your child to take part, they will be invited to complete a short study online at 

school with the help of the teacher or the researcher. The task is very simple: children will see a series 

of words via a computer and be asked to make decisions about them. It will take around 20 minutes 
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to complete. A participant number will automatically be assigned to your child and their responses 

will be labelled with this number instead of their name. We will ask your child to enter their month 

and year of birth, their gender, and whether English is their first language.     

What are the advantages / disadvantages of taking part? 

There are no direct benefits to taking part, but the data we collect will help us gain a better 

understanding of how young people read words and this knowledge might benefit children in the 

future. There are no disadvantages to taking part, beyond working on a computer screen for 20 

minutes.  Short breaks are built into the task to minimise any potential fatigue.  

What happens to the data provided?  

We will not collect any information that could directly identify your child. The information your child 

provides during the study (e.g., their responses to the task) is the research data.  The research data 

we collect online will not be associated with your child’s name or their school but will include their 

age, gender and whether English is their first language.  

The research data will initially be stored in a password-protected electronic file on a secure server at 

the University of Oxford. In the first instance, it will be analysed by the research team. Upon 

completion of the research, all of the research data from the study will be shared on a research archive 

so they can be used by other researchers interested in understanding how young people read words.  

Your child will not be identifiable from this data. 

Will the research be published? 

The project outcomes will be written up as part of an undergraduate research project as well as a 

DPhil thesis. On successful submission of the thesis, it may be deposited both in print and online in 

the University archives to facilitate its use in future research. If so, the thesis will be openly accessible, 

but it will not contain any details about any individual.  The findings may also be published in academic 

journals or presented at scientific conferences. 

Who is conducting this research? 

The research project is organised by Joel Kovoor, an undergraduate Experiment Psychology student 

at Oxford University and Mohen Zhang, a doctoral student in the Department of Experimental 

Psychology of Oxford University. This study has been reviewed by and received ethics approval from 

a subcommittee of the University of Oxford’s Central University Research Ethics Committee (Ethics 

Approval Reference: R81511/RE001).  
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What if there is a problem? 

If you have a concern about any aspect of this study, please contact Joel Kovoor (Email: 

joel.kovoor@st-annes.ox.ac.uk) , Mohen Zhang (Email: mohen.zhang@psy.ox.ac.uk)  or Professor 

Kate Nation (Email: kate.nation@psy.ox.ac.uk), and we will do our best to answer your query.  We will 

acknowledge your concern within 10 working days and give you an indication of how it will be dealt 

with.  If you remain unhappy or wish to make a formal complaint, please contact the Chair of the 

Medical Sciences Interdivisional Research Ethics Committee at the University of Oxford who will seek 

to resolve the matter as soon as possible: Email: ethics@medsci.ox.ac.uk; Address: Research Services, 

University of Oxford, Boundary Brook House, Churchill Drive, OX3 7GB. 

Data Protection 

The University of Oxford is the data controller with respect to your child’s personal data and, as such, 

will determine how your child’s personal data is used in the study. 

The University will process your child’s personal data for the purpose of the research outlined above.  

Research is a task that we perform in the public interest. 

Further information about your rights with respect to your child’s personal data is available from 

https://compliance.web.ox.ac.uk/individual-rights. 

Further Information and Contact Details  

If you would like to discuss the research with someone beforehand (or if you have questions 

afterwards), please contact Joel Kovoor or Mohen Zhang.  

 
Department of Experimental Psychology,  
Anna Watts Building, Woodstock Road,  
Oxford, OX2 6GG 
joel.kovoor@st-annes.ox.ac.uk ; mohen.zhang@psy.ox.ac.uk 

What should I do next? 

Please read the enclosed child information sheet with your child.  

If you are happy for your child to take part, you do not need to do anything and your child 

may be invited to take part in this study at school if they wish to.  Please remember that 

your child will be able to withdraw at any time during the study without penalty and 

without giving a reason, by notifying the teacher. 

If you do NOT wish your child to take part, please complete the enclosed opt-out form 

and return it to your child’s class teacher by Friday, 30th September. 
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