
 

 

 

SD/AB 6th September 2022 
 
Dear Year 12 Parents/Carers and Students 
 
I hope this email finds you well and that your child enjoyed their first few days at St. Olave’s Grammar 
School. We are pleased they have chosen to study Chemistry with us.  
 
To assist them with their studies we strongly recommend all students purchase the course textbook, ‘A 
Level Chemistry for OCR A Student Book’ by Rob Ritchie and Dave Gent. ISBN-10: 0198351976. ISBN-13: 
978-0198351979. We also recommend students have their own pair of safety specs and their own lab 
coat. Safety specs and lab coats will be available for students to use, but personal equipment is likely to 
be superior in fit.  
 
Students do have free access to the course textbook online at www.kerboodle.com. Login information 
will be circulated shortly. If they are not able to log in to this website, they should first contact one of 
their Chemistry teachers. As the printed textbook is easier to read, we do recommend obtaining one. If 
you are receiving a bursary or are otherwise unable to buy the book, please ask your child to come to 
see me about borrowing one of our small number of textbooks donated by former students.  
 
Other resources are available on the KS5 Chemistry Students Team, which students can access via their 
school Microsoft accounts. Please do draw your child’s attention to: 

• Student Schemes of Work – these are adapted versions of the Schemes of Work followed by 

staff. They give students ideas of how they can consolidate and extend their understanding.  

• Chemistry Wider Reading Sharepoint site – this can be accessed via Sharepoint or the KS5 

Chemistry Students Team (there is a dedicated tab) It is regularly updated and, as the name 

suggests, has lots of wider reading ideas for students, including recent chemistry-related news 

and other articles.  

• Olave’s Reading Sharepoint site. This can be accessed via Sharepoint in the MS365 suite of apps 

and has reading suggestions for all subjects at St Olave’s. We encourage all students to read for 

pleasure and hope this will help them to find enjoyable reading matter. It also has a place for 

students to log their reading should they wish to, and we encourage sixth form students to do 

this as they prepare for university or other applications next year.  

If students have any concerns in Chemistry, we recommend they speak to any Chemistry teacher. We 
also run a Year 12 Chemistry Clinic on Thursdays after school in S1 from 3:40pm to 4:30pm. This often 
runs as a drop-in session, but we also do teaching sessions which are publicised on the KS5 Chemistry 
Students Team. 
   
In the Chemistry Department, we aim to help our students develop their independent study skills to 
prepare them for future study or the workplace. Please do encourage your child to take responsibility 
for their learning and proactively consult their teachers if they or you have any queries.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Miss Difford 
Head of Chemistry 

http://www.kerboodle.com/

