
 

 
 

CAB/LMD           25th November 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer,  
 
This is a letter to inform you about the details of the mock examinations for Year 13 students. All Year 13 
students will be off timetable from Monday 17th January to Monday 24th January and will only be required 
to come into school on days when one or more of their subject examinations is/are running. Those studying 
A-Level Art, will take those exams between Monday 13th December and Wednesday 15th December 2021, 
and separate exam arrangements will apply. 
 
Throughout the exam period, students must ensure that they come to school wearing the correct uniform 
as outlined in the Sixth Form Uniform Policy. All of the examinations that will take place in the Great Hall 
(GH), Room 10 and the Main School Library (LIB) and will start at either 9am or 1.45pm. Students are 
required to be in the Foyer at least 15 minutes before the start of an examination. Students that are entitled 
to exam access arrangements will be based either in the Main School Library or in Room 10, these students 
should check their school email accounts for further details on their arrangements once finalised.  
 
If your child is ill during the mock exam period, you should let Ms Dixon (Exams Officer) and Mrs Davies 
(Attendance Officer) know as soon as possible, using examsofficer@saintolaves.net  and 
sixthformregistration@saintolaves.net respectively. Please also let the Exams Officer and I know if there is 
anything that may be affecting your child’s performance during the mock period, such as their mental 
health, bereavements or home situation.  
 
It is essential that students prepare well for these examinations as they will provide both the student and 
the school with a good indication of their likely outcome in the summer A-level examinations. In the past, 
students have seen on average an improvement of only half a grade in each subject from their mock 
examinations compared to their A-level outcome in the summer; investing time now in rigorous preparation 
will significantly enhance students' chances of success in the summer. Students should therefore look to 
allocate time over the remainder of the Autumn Term and in the Christmas holiday to prepare carefully and 
thoroughly for these examinations, making sure that they incorporate revision on content covered in Year 
12. It would be worthwhile for students to develop a revision timetable over the coming weeks for the 
Christmas holiday period.  
 
Please be aware that whilst the government’s plan is that exams should go ahead as normal in the summer 
of 2022, Ofqual have asked all secondary schools to make contingency preparations in the event that exams 
are cancelled. We have been advised that the government-mandated contingency would be similar to the 
Teacher Assessed Grade (TAG) process which ran last year, and in this situation, the January mocks would 
form part of the evidence base for this process. Irrespective of this, we know all pupils will be taking the 
exams seriously and wanting to perform to their very best. After analysing the results of these mock 
examinations, we will be able to identify individuals that may require any further academic support from 
departments to ensure that they enter the external examination period in the summer with the confidence 
that they can perform to their best ability.  
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Whilst it is important that students prepare well for these mock examinations, they also need to approach 
their studies with a degree of balance and dedicate time to seeing family and friends and gaining some much-
needed rest over the Christmas break. Being able to manage their own workload over the course of this 
academic year is essential and will enable students to maintain a high level of engagement and productivity 
in their respective subjects. There is a proven link between the health and wellbeing of pupils and their 
academic achievements, so please ensure your child keeps the balance in the coming weeks. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a restful break over the Christmas period and if you do 
have any concerns in regards to your child then please do not hesitate to contact me via email at 
cbenham@saintolaves.net.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Miss C Benham 
Head of Year 13 
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