
 

 

 

11 January 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Year 10 RS Mock Examination – Thursday 17th March 2022 
 
You may recall that Mr Budds wrote before Christmas to parents of students in Year 10, 

outlining the school’s plans for the assessment of the RS GCSE Short Course in a range of 

possible scenarios this summer.  In brief, the plan is for a mock examination to take place and 

then either the actual Short Course GCSE examination will go ahead as normal in May or the 

school will run its own replacement assessment.   

 

In the case of external (normal) examinations being cancelled, it is our intention that the mock 

examination will form the first assessment point in the determination of Teacher Assessed 

Grades and then the assessment in May will form the second assessment point. 

 

In the case that external summer assessments proceed as normal, the mock examination will 

form the single most important stepping stone on our students’ routes to success in their real 

exams.  As such, I am writing to you now to outline the arrangements for the mock examination 

and to offer some guidance as to how students may prepare for it. 

 

The Mock Examination 

 

The mock examination will be run in exactly the same format as the normal external 

examination, with all four units of the course being assessed.  The papers used will not be past 

GCSE papers.  The topics included will only be those covered in class up to the date of the mock. 

 

The mock examination is scheduled to take place in the Great Hall on Thursday 17th March.  

Students will not have afternoon registration but will instead gather at 1:30pm in the Foyer 

outside the Great Hall.  We will aim to start the exam at 1:45pm.  The examination lasts for 1 

hour and 45 minutes, so ought to finish at 3:30pm. 

 

Those students entitled to extra time or other exam access arrangements will be contacted 

separately about their arrangements.  

 

A copy of the JCQ regulations is attached, which reminds students of the rules surrounding 

formal examinations.  In particular, students are reminded NOT to bring their mobile phones 

or watches with them to the assessment.  Students should NOT bring their bags with them, but 

only exam materials (pens etc).  Tutors have been contacted to request that bags may be stored 

in form rooms. 
 



 

 

 

Revision Guidance 

 

There will be some revision and exam technique practice in lessons, but the vast majority of in-

class revision will take place later in the year before the external (real) examination in the 

summer.  As such, most revision for the mock will be the responsibility of students themselves. 

 

Hopefully, students will find the following useful: 

 

1) Revision Guides.  Students who would like a revision guide should pay on sQuid (£6) and 

then collect a revision guide from Mr Lake.  Past students have found these very useful.  

Please remember that for the Short Course, only sections 1, 3, 5 and 8 of the revision 

guide are relevant. 

2) On-line revision resources.  A comprehensive range of resources is available on Teams 

/ OneDrive.  Your son’s class teacher will demonstrate where to find these. 

3) Printed resources in class.  In particular, the ‘potential questions’ sheets have proven 

very useful to past students. 

4) Lunchtime revision sessions.  These will run on Thursday lunchtimes from 1:00pm in Rm 

32, with the first session running on Thursday 10th February.  These are aimed at 

students who are struggling a little with their own revision and may not suit those who 

are more confident. 

 

Marking and Return of Papers 

 

Marking will be shared between me and Mrs Boyden, and we will moderate carefully between 

ourselves with reference to exam board mark schemes and support materials to ensure 

consistency and fairness. 

 

Students will be able to see their papers to draw lessons from them and to understand the 

marking and it is an important part of the learning process that some lesson time be devoted 

to going through papers and learning from the experience of the mock.  In light of the possibility 

that the mock may be used as an assessment point in the process of determining a Teacher 

Assessed Grade, we will need to retain the original papers after students have seen them.  

Students will be able to photograph their papers before they return them. 

 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mr A Lake 
Head of Religious Studies 
 


