
 

 

 

 
 
AS/JVN/19th April 2022   
 
   
Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers,  
 
 
I would like to inform you that the school has taken the decision to postpone the Year 7 Trip in 
Activity Week 1 to Boulogne until the academic year.  
 
There were a number of factors that led to this decision which include:  

• a lack of clarity on the requirements for non-EU and non-British passport holders to 
obtain a Schengen visa.  

• there were a number of students who required a renewal of passports and doubts over 
whether these will be returned in time for the trip 

• challenges surrounding LFT COVID testing for students aged over 12 and unvaccinated.  
 
On balance it was felt that a significant number of factors were out of our control and these 
contributed to make the logistics of the trip challenging.  There was a risk that a significant 
number of students in the year group would not be able to travel, and we would want every 
student to share the experience of travelling to Boulogne and to ensure that no one missed 
out. Therefore, we took the decision to postpone until October and we will confirm the dates 
as soon as possible.  
 
It is hoped this extra time to prepare will allow all parents to have passports renewed. We also 
hope for and, in their possession, further relaxation of COVID restrictions and clarity on the visa 
requirement.  
 
In the meantime, I ask that you check the expiry date of your child’s passport and that it doesn’t 
expire sooner than January 2023. Any parents who were applying for a Schengen visa can stop, 
and we will update date you in good time on how to proceed.  
 
Monies paid for the Boulogne trip will be held and used to secure the booking in October.  
 
To replace the Boulogne trip on Wednesday 25th May, we will be taking Year 7 to London Zoo 
instead. We therefore ask for a payment of £9 to cover the entrance and travel to London Zoo. 
The offer is on sQuid and we ask that this is paid no later than Friday 6th May.  
 
The year group will experience and see animals in the flesh whilst gaining and deepening their 
appreciation of conservation, nature and our planet.  We will travel by train and tube after 
9.30am and return to Orpington train station at approximately 3pm so as to avoid commuter 



 

 

 

congestion.  Pupils will be split into groups, travelling with their teachers so as to make our 
journey as safe and smooth as possible. 
 
During the visit, pupils will complete MFL-based tasks to enrich and complement the language 
which they are currently studying.  Pupils should wear school uniform but should bring a light 
jacket if the weather is inclement, or sun cream and a hat if the weather is hot.  Pupils are 
advised to bring a packed lunch, as eating facilities are often very expensive and may be 
busy.  Pupils may bring money should they wish to purchase souvenirs from the zoo’s shops, 
however, the amount is at parents’ discretion.  Please do bear in mind that teachers cannot be 
held responsible for pupils’ possessions and money.   
 
We look forward to what will be a fantastic cross-curricular experience for staff and pupils alike. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Dr A Sidhu 
Assistant Head teacher 
Educational Visits Coordinator 


