
 

 

IJS/MDB/AC/MDP/STR 27th September 2022   
Dear Parents and Carers   
   
LANGUAGES TRIPS IN ACTIVITIES WEEK 2:  10th - 14th July 2023   
   
It is with great pleasure that the Languages Faculty and Classics Department offer your child the choice 
of either the French Residential trip, the German Residential, the Spanish Residential or the Hadrian’s 
Wall trip in Activities Week 2, July 2023. All students at St Olave’s Grammar School study 
French, German, Spanish or Latin for at least one year before entering Year 10, and they are all able to 
make the most of a trip to France or Germany or Spain or Hadrian’s Wall. If your child is studying French 
or German or Spanish at GCSE level, they should certainly go on the relevant languages trip. We 
encourage students taking only Latin to travel to Hadrian’s Wall.  
 
French:  
On the Residential Trip to France, students stay in a hotel in Normandy and participate in a wide variety 
of visits and activities. There will be visits to local sites of historical interest such as Le Mont Saint Michel, 
the Bayeux Tapestry and a D-Day landing museum, stopping over at the Caen Peace Memorial,  a local 
market and the visit of the renowned bell foundry and the copper pan workshop. One day will have 
regional food focus, with a visit to a cheese-maker, a cider-maker and a bread-making workshop as well 
as eating in a creperie. Students will travel to Normandy by ferry (Portsmouth – Caen crossing) and 
coach, departing on Monday 10th July and returning to school on Friday 14th July. The total cost of this 
trip will be £510 split into 3 payments, with the first payment will be a non-refundable deposit of £110 
in order to secure our booking and your child’s place on the trip. Two further instalments of £200. This 
price includes all travel, meals, boarding, travel insurance, special Covid insurance and activities; 
therefore, pupils will only need to bring money for snacks, drinks, souvenirs and meals on the ferry. The 
cost is based on 45 students taking part.  
 
German: 
On the Residential Trip to Germany, students will be staying in the well-appointed youth hostel in the 
district of Deutz in the city of Cologne. Cologne is a bustling and vibrant city situated on the Rhine and 
easily accessible from the UK. We will travel by coach and either ferry or Eurotunnel  the 10th of July, 
returning on the 14th of July. The stay will include excursions to the home of football team Bayer 
Leverkusen, a visit to Marksburg Castle and the town of Koblenz, visits to the chocolate musuem, the 
Olympic musuem and the famous cathedral all situated in the centre of Cologne. We will also visit Movie 
Park Germany, a theme park situated in the film studios in Bottrop-Kirchhellen. All meals will be taken 
at the accommodation except for the last night where we will eat in a local restaurant. The total cost of 
the trip will be £592 split into five payments, the first of which will be a non-refundable deposit of £50. 
There will then be three further payments of £150 and a final payment of £92. Beyond the cost of the 
trip, the only extra amount will be for any spending money required during the trip for souvenirs, snacks 
or drinks. This cost is based on a minimum of 40 students taking part and may change slightly.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Spanish: 
We will travel by plane to Madrid and stay in hotel residence in the University City of Salamanca  – from 
the 10th to the 14th of July. Based on previous experience but allowing for possible increases in flight 
and accommodation prices, we are aiming at a cost of £700 per student (please note this sum may 
increase should some students not wish to come on the trip).   
 
This cost is to include flights, accommodation, breakfast and evening meals, Spanish speaking lessons 
as well as travel around Madrid and Salamanca, transport to and from Madrid-Salamanca and entry fees 
to various museums and galleries, including several guided tours. 
 
The itinerary in Madrid should include a visit to the famous stadium of Real Madrid (Santiago Bernabeu) 
; then followed by a Tapas tour of the gastronomic and cultural highlights of Madrid; Cibeles, La 
Castellana, Puerto de Sol, La Plaza Mayor, La Gran Vía; enjoying the street life and architecture of this 
beautiful city we will then travel through to old Castile to the “Oxford of Spain” – Salamanca - with its 
university history, unique architecture and UNESCO world heritage. This will include visits to both 
Universities (Papal and National), visit to the central food market and the famous Cathedral of 
Salamanca. 
 
The trip itinerary matches up perfectly with sections on food, culture and Spanish history of the 
Spanish AQA course, so it is an invaluable experience in terms of preparation for exams, as well as 
broadening cultural horizons, and linguistic and enriching personal development. 
 
Latin:  
The Classics Department Trip go to Northumberland to visit the Roman archaeological sites and hike 
parts of Hadrian’s Wall. We will be travelling by coach and staying near the Wall on a full board basis.  
The Wall remains one of the most famous monuments of the Roman occupation of Britannia and is 
testament to the civilisation’s ambition, engineering prowess and continuing importance today when 
barriers to mark national borders are still a fact of life for many. Your child shall return having learnt 
about the multi-cultural nature of the Roman army in Britain, seen Roman military, religious and 
civilian archaeology in situ, visited some of the most up-to-date museums in the country and will have 
witnessed breathtaking landscapes as we hike parts of the wall. Opportunities for practising Latin are 
myriad through engaging with original inscriptions as are the cross-curricular opportunities for 
considering historical reliability of archaeological evidence, the geographical nature of the landscape, 
improving mapreading skills and engaging with the cultural offerings of Durham’s medieval and 
industrial history. The cost of the trip will be around £420.00 per pupil; however, this could be subject 
to change dependent upon the number of students who take part. The cost of the trip includes return 
coach transfers, bed and breakfast, packed lunches and evening meals. Students will be expected to 
bring money for snacks during the day. We encourage students taking only Latin to travel to Hadrian’s 
Wall.   
   
There will be more detailed information to follow in due course, including an information evening in the 
summer term. 
   
Should you find yourself in financial difficulties, please apply to the Headteacher in writing and your 
application for support will be considered, in the strictest confidence.  Payment should be made via our 
on-line system (sQuid).  Should you experience any problems in connection with sQuid, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Finance Department by email financeoffice@saintolaves.net and they will assist 
with your query.   
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Please complete this form for your choice of trip by Wednesday 5th October. 
 

 
 
https://forms.office.com/r/9abmL5WjhP 
 
 
Yours faithfully   
  

 

Mr. Carroll   
(Head of Classics)   
a.carroll@saintolaves.net   
Mme Saunders   
(Head of French)    
isaunders@saintolaves.net   
Dr M Pickett Labrandero 
(Spanish Department) 
MPickett@saintolaves.net 
Matthew Birtchnell 
(Assistant Headteacher, Teacher of German) 
mbirthchnell@saintolaves.net 
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