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Headteacher’s Introduction  
 
Welcome to the Sixth Form at St. Olave’s Grammar School.  
  
St. Olave’s is a wonderful school where you will find staff who know their students well and serve their 
individual needs, and where there is a strong sense of pride and loyalty throughout the school. We 
welcome students of all faiths and backgrounds, championing dignity and respect for all. This brings 
diversity and richness, which is a real strength of the school. These qualities were amongst many noted 
by Ofsted when they gave the school an ‘Outstanding’ outcome in February 2019.  
  
There is an emphasis on nurturing young people to have the wisdom, honesty and strength of 
character to make the right choices and have the very highest aspirations. With an outstanding record 
of academic excellence our A Level results show consistently around 95% A*/B grades, placing 
St. Olave’s amongst the very top schools nationally. Over 100 students have gained Oxbridge places 
in broad range of subjects over the last 3 years. This number is more than many schools in the country 
can replicate. This is testament to the talents of our staff and students alike.  
  
There have been obvious challenges this year and potentially beyond. However, this will not prevent 
academic, sporting, cultural and moral excellence being celebrated and encouraged, within and 
beyond the classroom. Our co-curricular programme is outstanding; sport, music, drama, DofE, clubs 
and societies are very strong. We want our students to participate fully in the life of the school so they 
become independent and creative young people who will make their mark in the world. Olavians will 
be encouraged not to be preoccupied by the fear of failure, but be prepared to give things a go even 
if there is a risk of not succeeding.  
  
Due to the pandemic, many global activities have been hindered, but we hope to return to these as 
quickly as possible. Our rugby squad has toured South Africa; Biology students have spent three weeks 
in Malawi doing scientific research with Operation Wallacea; our Economists previously visited the 
European Bank in Frankfurt; our linguists regularly travel to Germany and France; others have visited 
the sites of Ancient Greece or trekked the jungles, mountains or volcanoes of Ecuador or Nepal on 
World Challenge. Our top Chess and Fives teams comprise a number of national champions whilst our 
budding playwrights have had scripts performed at the National Theatre.   
  
I know you will know the school well, but if you are looking for further information, please explore our 
website. The atmosphere in our School is truly unique – it is a community which is welcoming, caring 
and inspiring. This is enriched further by the number of Old Olavians who return to school after they 
leave, offering their support and guidance to our current students.   
   
We regularly admit around 100 students into Year 12 from other schools; for all our students Sixth 
Form should be one of the most exciting times of their lives; you will certainly not be disappointed if 
you continue with the next stage of your education at St. Olave’s.  
  
 
Andrew Rees, Headteacher 
February 2022 
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The Sixth Form at St. Olave’s 
 
In the Sixth Form at St. Olave’s, the very highest standards of academic aspirations are matched by the very 
highest standards of pastoral care. Intellectual excellence, determination and hard work are promoted in 
all subjects, but learning here is also relaxed, enjoyable and underpinned by careful support. Teachers will 
always look to promote knowledge and understanding that takes the students beyond the confines of the 
examination specification and which fosters independent intellectual enrichment which will serve them 
long after they have left the school. Our Sixth Form students are constantly challenged, encouraged to 
explore complex issues, and tackle difficult problems. They are also treated with dignity and valued as 
individuals, each with unique hopes to foster and concerns to address. 
 

As a Church of England school, we welcome students of all faiths and none into an environment which 
actively promotes the virtues of compassion, humility and giving freely of your gifts for the greater good. 
This is expressed through the school’s public values of duty to self, to school, to others and to the 
community. 
 

There is a brisk pace of learning and students take on increasing responsibility for their work. They have to 
be ambitious, self-motivated, diligent and organised. When they leave, they will be prepared for the 
independent study required at university or as part of a degree apprenticeship, which is often embraced 
at school through their participation in a diverse range of co-curricular pursuits, including the Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ), presentations or discussions at our enviably diverse range of academic societies 
and contributions to our award-winning society journals. 
 

We have a large Sixth Form of about 450 students, including a substantial proportion who join us from 
other schools after GCSE (around 50%). All students experience a thorough induction programme at the 
start of Year 12 to assist their transition into the Sixth Form. Students enjoy excellent facilities within an 
independent Sixth Form Resource Centre, which contains a Sixth Form Common Room and Sixth Form 
Library. Our pastoral system ensures that students always have someone who they know well to turn to 
for both academic and personal support, as it is our aim to make sure our students are happy and successful 
throughout their time here and have every cause for hope and realistic, justifiable optimism about their 
future. Students receive a systematic programme of advice about Higher Education and the associated 
application procedure. This, together with the guidance given about careers, including degree 
apprenticeships, allows students to make an educated choice about their future before they leave St. 
Olave’s.  
 

We offer all our students the chance to assume responsibilities within the school via our prefect system, 
our house system, our Sixth Form Association and our wide range of academic clubs and societies. Further 
opportunities for leadership include running the committees for Cabaret, Festival and the Cultural Evening 
which are key events in the Sixth Form calendar, all of which, together with our Le Chavetois outreach 
programme, are the backbone of our dynamic and proactive approach to charitable fundraising and 
reinvestment in our local community.  
 

All of this demonstrates our commitment to developing our students into independent learners and into 
mature, responsible adults who are prepared to play a full and active role in society - and to leave a strong 
legacy of high moral standards and academic excellence in their wake at the school to inspire and support 
younger students. 
 

In the Sixth Form at St. Olave’s you can have it all – specialised, individualised academic provision to 
support the highest possible aspirations in terms of competitive courses, universities and careers, as well 
as a pro-active, sensitive and compassionate approach to pastoral care. 
 

We hope that you find joining our thriving, dynamic Sixth Form an exciting prospect and look forward to 

working with you over the next two years of your education. 
 

Matthew Birtchnell, Director of Sixth Form  
February 2022  
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The Curriculum  

  
St. Olave’s operates a ten-day timetable cycle which means that we divide each term into two-week 
blocks. In each fortnightly cycle, the normal timetable allocation in Year 12 will be ten fifty-minute 
lessons in each main curriculum subject. This will rise to eleven fifty-minute lessons per subject in Year 
13.  
  
All students entering the Sixth Form will opt for at least four subjects in Year 12, one of which will be 
studied only to AS Level and which will be examined in the summer of Year 12 (where an AS exam is 
available). Typically, students will then continue the remaining three of these subjects into Year 13 to 
study at A Level, which will be examined in the summer of Year 13.  
 
Please note that some minority subjects may run only as a one year AS course in Year 12 and not 
follow through to A Level if insufficient numbers opt for these courses. 
 
All A Levels are now linear in structure with all qualifying exams taken at the end of Year 13. The 
courses are "decoupled", i.e. the AS Level qualification does not contribute to the overall A Level 
qualification and students will have a synoptic terminal assessment in the summer of Year 13 which 
assesses all learning over the two-year course. 
  
 Subject to numbers, staff and timetable restrictions, we intend to offer the following main curriculum 
subjects: 
 

Art Geography 
Biology German 
Chemistry History 
Classical Civilisations Latin 
Computing Mathematics 
Design & Technology Further Mathematics 
Economics Music 
English Literature Physics 
French Religious Studies 

 
In addition to studying four main curriculum subjects in Year 12, students are also required to take an 
option within the Year 12 Elective Programme (two fifty-minute lessons per fortnight), unless they 
have opted for Further Mathematics. This has included certificated and non-certificated options on 
courses such as Cooking, Health Related Fitness, Photography, Robotics, Russian, Drama and Ancient 
Greek. It also includes options for aspiring Medics to prepare for BMAT and/or UCAT, as well as a more 
general university admissions primer course: the “HEP” or Higher Education Preparatory Course, 
covering interview technique and critical thinking skills (which give students the opportunity to 
practise, develop and refine their skills of focused thinking; reasoned, articulate discussion; critically 
engaged wider reading; and analysis of arguments). These skills will complement their A Level subjects 
and are skills that increasingly universities are testing as part of their admissions process. The HEP 
option is particularly recommended for students considering Oxbridge (especially if their chosen 
course requires that they sit the Thinking Skills Assessment) and those considering a Law degree. 
Students will also take part in games activities or community service every Wednesday afternoon. A 
structured programme of PSHE runs fortnightly in the Form Period. 
 
In Year 13, we run a series of lectures during which students hear guest speakers talk on a wide range 
of subjects. The aim of this programme is to expose students to a range of issues and views as well as 
preparing them for a university environment. We also run the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) in 
Year 13 as an option for students. This facilitates the maturing of our students into critical, reflective 
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and independent learners through the development of skills of research, analysis and evaluation. The 
qualification also allows them to develop their planning and time management skills, their ability to 
synthesise a cogent and carefully structured piece of extended writing (similar in length and form to 
an undergraduate dissertation) and their presentation skills. 
 
Therefore, the core curriculum for the Sixth Form is as follows, subject to timetabling, subject 
specification and funding constraints: 
 

YEAR 12  

• 4 main curriculum academic subjects, one of which will be taken at AS Level (N.B. 
Mathematics and Further Mathematics count as one option) 

• Elective programme (unless studying Further Maths) 

• Games or Community Service 

• Form Period 
  
YEAR 13  

• 3 A Levels. These will be the 3 subjects chosen by students in the first term of 2021 
(N.B. Mathematics and Further Mathematics count as two A Levels but only one option) 

• Lecture programme 

• Games or Community Service (optional) 

• Form Period 
 
Choosing A Level Courses 
 
Choosing subjects for A Level study can be a very tricky process. Some subjects are significantly 
different at a higher level in both content and assessment pattern. Other subjects are completely new. 
The purpose of this booklet, in conjunction with our website and subject-specific advice from 
departments, is to provide information about the subjects and specifications to help you make an 
informed choice. Staff will, of course, be happy to talk in more detail about their subjects at AS and A 
Level. 
 
We will certainly do our best to accommodate all programmes and to ensure most subject 
combinations are available. In some cases, provision of courses may be subject to numbers and other 
such factors affecting viability. In the event of any change, we will undertake to notify you at the 
earliest possible opportunity. 
 
In choosing subjects, students should be aiming for a course that they will enjoy and which will give 
them the best chance of achieving excellent grades. There is also an opportunity for students to take 
a broad variety of subjects, for example taking a language or humanities course alongside three 
sciences. Students will also need to consider whether their choices meet the needs of any university 
or career aspirations they may have. Overall, students should pick:  
 

1) Subjects they are good at (we expect students to have achieved at least a grade 7 at GCSE 
and most students have an 8 or 9 in the necessary qualifying subject) - please be aware that 
there is a significant gap between GCSE, AS and A Levels, so students should not be overly 
influenced by just one exam result e.g. a GCSE mock. Instead they should reflect on their 
performance over the last two years in order to get the best indication as to their likely 
success in a given subject. 
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2) Subjects they enjoy - this is crucial as enjoyment and examination success go hand in hand 
and intellectual talent cries out to be exercised regularly. Students will find self-motivation 
much more of an issue if they take a subject that they do not find interesting and exciting.  

 
3) Subjects that are particular to a career or university choice (this can be checked on the UCAS 

website) - for most careers, any combination of A Levels is appropriate. If you have a 
particular vocational career ambition though it is always wise to consult with staff and to 
use the careers library before finalising your Sixth Form options. 

 
Sixth Form Study 
 
One of the key aims in the Sixth Form is to develop students as independent and lifelong learners, 
carefully managing the transition from the highly structured nature of Year 11 in preparation for 
higher education and beyond. In the Sixth Form students will have non-contact study periods 
alongside taught lessons. Students are expected to use study periods constructively and wisely to 
support their academic studies. Much of this work will be self-directed and will involve wider-reading 
and additional note-taking – skills that are essential at this level of study. The Sixth Form Library and 
Resource Centre, IT rooms, Common Room, Pavilion and Small Hall are all available for private study. 
Year 12 students will generally be allocated thirteen study periods over the fortnight (this will be fewer 
for those taking Further Mathematics). Year 12 students are timetabled to spend at least half of their 
study periods in the Small Hall where they must work independently and in silence.  
 
At this level of study, students will be expected to devote around five hours per week of self-directed 
study to each of their four subjects outside of the classroom. This equates to students being expected 
to spend an hour on independent study for every lesson of teaching they receive. 
 
As a means of supporting students’ self-directed study, the School makes use of Microsoft Teams. This 
allows students to access a wide range of personalised learning resources which have been developed 
by the relevant academic departments in order to support classroom learning. Alongside this, Sixth 
Form students are encouraged to buy a wireless laptop, which allows them access to the School’s 
network during their time in the Sixth Form. For those experiencing financial hardship, the 16-19 
Bursary Award Scheme can help eligible pupils to access such resources. 
 
All students go through a detailed and extensive induction programme as it is important that the 
transition from GCSE is carefully managed. An orientation day for all applicants is held in July and 
provides an opportunity to ensure students have a clear expectation of life in the Sixth Form and to 
inform them how best to prepare for A Level study. It is also an opportunity to meet the other students 
who will be attending the Sixth Form. At the beginning of the first term, Year 12 will spend a day 
undertaking team building and problem-solving activities and half a day developing their independent 
learning skills. These activities are both held in school. There is also an evening for parents/carers to 
learn how best they can support their son or daughter throughout the next two years and this event 
offers an opportunity for parents/carers to meet form tutors and senior staff. 
 
Facilities 
 
The Sixth Form is fortunate to enjoy the use of the Sixth Form Centre. It comprises the Sixth Form 
Library and Resources Centre, where students have access to work areas, computers, careers and 
university resources as well as wireless internet and network access. It also contains the Sixth Form 
Common Room where students can relax and socialise. The Sixth Form Association assists the Director 
of Sixth Form in the management of the Sixth Form Centre. Students also have access to the second 
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floor of the School’s Pavilion which has a work area and provides catering facilities similar to that of a 
university refectory.  
 
Pastoral Care, Support and Guidance 
 
Each member of the Sixth Form is allocated to a tutor group and it is the responsibility of the Form 
Tutor to monitor academic progress as well as the general welfare of the student and to provide 
pastoral support. Tutors will often teach members of their tutor group in one of their A Level subjects 
which allows tutors to get to know their tutees very quickly. Students will normally keep the same 
Form Tutor for both Year 12 and Year 13. It is the Form Tutor who provides the regular daily contact 
with the students at morning and afternoon registration and he or she is the first port of call for 
parents/carers. As part of their timetable all students have a one-to-one mentoring meeting with their 
Form Tutor every half-term to discuss and review their progress. Also Form Tutors will have a 
timetabled PSHE lesson with their tutor groups once a fortnight which will focus on the school’s values 
of duty and will include discussions on a range of pastoral and social issues as well as preparation for 
higher education. It is usually the Form Tutor that will draft the reference for a university application. 
 
In addition to the Form Tutor, there is a Head of Year 12, an Assistant Head of Year 12, a Head of Year 
13 and an Assistant Head of Year 13. Normally students will keep the same Head of Year and Assistant 
Head of Year during their time in the Sixth Form and they provide another point of contact and support 
for students. The Heads and Assistant Heads of Year and their teams of Form Tutors ably support the 
Director of Sixth Form who has overall responsibility for the work of Tutors and the monitoring of 
students’ progress. All are available to meet with students who are encountering difficulties and can 
also direct them to outside agencies where appropriate. As part of this, ‘Bromley Y’ provide an on-site 
counselling service for students which is available four days a week. 
 
Reporting  
 
Monitoring progress and regular feedback are clearly of vital importance in ensuring academic 
success. The School’s Individual Pupil Monitoring (IPM) scheme measures students’ progress against 
their own potential by setting aspirational challenge grades. The reporting schedule is shown below.  
 
YEAR 12 
 
November:   Interim Report 
December:   Parents’/Carers’ Evening 
February:   Interim Report and Anticipated UCAS Grades 
July:    End of Year Exam Report and UCAS Grades 
 
YEAR 13 
 
October:   Interim Report  
November/December:  Parents’/Carers’ Evening  
March:    Full Report  
 
Co-Curricular 
 
At St. Olave’s we value the importance of a broad curriculum and we pride ourselves on providing 
enrichment opportunities for students to build on existing talents whilst developing new skills and 
interests. The school has a long tradition of providing an impressive and varied co-curricular 



 

7 
 

programme and all members of the Sixth Form are encouraged to participate in a wide range of 
activities. 
 
The school has an excellent record in Sport, boasting a rich fixtures programme, and many students 
excel at school level and beyond. As well as the major team games of Rugby, Basketball, Netball, 
Hockey, Cricket and Athletics, many other sports are popular. These include Eton Fives, Swimming, 
Tennis, Football, Squash and Chess. 
 
There are regular school concerts and drama productions as well as a wide range of orchestras, 
ensembles, bands and choirs. We also offer individual tuition in a wide range of instruments. The 
Music block provides first class facilities for such activities. 
 
For many years, groups have been involved in World Challenge Expeditions which in recent years have 
travelled to Ecuador, Tanzania, Nicaragua, Botswana, Peru, Costa Rica and Morocco where they 
enjoyed a combination of mountain trekking and project work in local schools. Groups have also taken 
part in Operation Wallacea, which involves conservation work in the game reserves of South Africa 
and in the Amazonian rainforests of Peru. The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme is also very popular 
and offers Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards. 
 
Students may opt for Community Service work on Wednesday afternoons through the school’s ‘Le 
Chavetois Society’. Popular options include visits to local primary schools and Day Care centres. These 
include our family of local schools which are involved in a number of joint activities with St. Olave’s. 
This has included Sixth Form students helping with sports days and organising and running a Year 5 
Maths and Science Day. This is part of our actively promoted duty to others and to the community.  
 
A large number of clubs and societies are run by the Sixth Form. These include the Medics’ Society, 
Law Society, History Society, Philosophy Society, Political Economy Society, Natural Sciences Society, 
Physics and Engineering Society, Literature Society and a whole host of others. If members of the Sixth 
Form cannot find a society they are interested in, then they are encouraged and supported to set one 
up. Senior students also lead a number of clubs for the younger members of the school (such as 
Chemistry Club and Current Affairs Society) which often take place at lunchtime. In this incredibly 
diverse and dynamic culture of student-led academic clubs and societies, many societies produce their 
own annual publications containing top-calibre scholarly work on a range of independently researched 
topics which go far beyond the requirements of the examined curriculum. These are some of the fruits 
of our actively promoted and carefully fostered duty to the school and to others. 
 
At St. Olave’s the Sixth Form is very much part of the school and not a separate body within it. As such 
the Sixth Form play a highly significant role in the day-to-day running of the School. Some students 
will act as Form Prefects who are attached to Lower and Middle School forms where they undertake 
administrative and pastoral support duties as well as acting as mentors to individual students. 
Academic Prefects are attached to Faculties and assist them in a number of ways which include 
running lunchtime clubs as well providing one-to-one support to Lower and Middle School students in 
a particular subject. Ambassador Prefects oversee the integration of the new Year 12 students, both 
internal and external, and ensure that students settle quickly into the Sixth Form. Outreach Prefects 
engage with the Old Olavian Community and network with University Clubs and Societies. Some 
students will act as Duty Prefects at break and lunch times with responsibility for supervising areas of 
the School alongside members of the duty staff. House Captains and Vice Captains help to foster a 
healthy sense of collaboration within and competition between the four houses of the school across 
all seven year groups. Finally, there are also Sports Prefects who help with the organisation, coaching 
and running of individual school sports as well as giving regular sports reports in Full School assembly. 
These various prefect teams are led by the Captain and Vice Captains of School who are appointed by 
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the Headteacher and Director of Sixth Form following a process of consultation with students and 
staff. 
 
Sixth Form students run their own Association through a council of elected members. This is an 
important body and provides a powerful forum and voice for the Sixth Form as well as being 
responsible for looking after Sixth Form facilities and for organising events such as the Leavers’ Ball. 
New members of the Sixth Form are asked to make a voluntary donation of £50 to the Association at 
the beginning of the year. 
 
University and Careers Guidance 
 
During their time in the Sixth Form students will be given comprehensive support and guidance with 
making decisions about Higher Education and future careers. Nearly all students leave St. Olave’s to 
take up a place at the top Russell Group universities, either immediately after their A Levels or after a 
gap year. Others may go on to degree apprenticeships or other specialised courses and the same level 
of support is provided to these students too. Students will receive very detailed guidance on applying 
to university which includes the Higher Education Evening at which the process is explained by 
university admissions tutors. The RSHE programme also provides clear guidance to students about 
post-18 options and life after Sixth Form. The Sixth Form Library has a wide range of resources related 
to university applications and careers as well as university prospectuses. 
 
 There is also an Oxbridge Information evening held at the school shortly after the Higher Education 
Evening in the Spring Term. There are sessions led by the Director of Sixth Form who oversees and 
supports students applying to Oxford and Cambridge. There is also a member of staff responsible for 
overseeing applications for Medicine, Veterinary Science and Dentistry. The Medics’ Society regularly 
invites outside speakers to talk about how best to maximise the prospects of successful university 
applications for such courses (and the Year 12 Medical Elective devotes weekly curriculum time to 
preparing for the admissions process). We also run admissions workshops in conjunction with 
prestigious Higher-Education providers to support aspiring medics in fulfilling their ambitions. 
 
The application process begins in the Spring term of Year 12 and there is a strong emphasis on students 
making early applications; the vast majority of students will submit their UCAS forms by the end of 
October of Year 13. A small number of students apply after their A Levels and, provided they left the 
school in the previous academic year, they may do so through the school. 
 
Careers advice is provided by our dedicated Careers Lead who is available 5 days a week in the Main 
School Library. 
 
The Leavers’ Farewell 
 
It is vitally important to make sure students feel welcome and settle in quickly when beginning their 
Sixth Form careers; equally important is how we say farewell to students at the end of their A Level 
courses. Once the examinations in Year 13 have finished we hold our Leavers’ Reception for 
parents/carers, students and staff. Guests are able to hear speeches from key staff and students as 
well as enjoy a glass of wine and canapés. The Leavers’ Ball for students and staff follows the 
Reception. The Ball always proves to be a very pleasant occasion where staff, students and their guests 
can relax and socialise in impressive surroundings.  
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Life Beyond the School 
 
At St. Olave’s we are very keen that our former students maintain close connections with the school 
and remain a part of our school community. To this end, we have a number of opportunities and 
systems in place which help former students to keep in touch and to remain an active part of the life 
of the school. The first such opportunity comes in the September after a student has completed his or 
her course of study; this is Young Olavians’ Day and involves a range of sporting fixtures between 
current Sixth Formers and “new” Old Olavians. Whether competing or spectating this is a great day 
and a great opportunity for a student to commence his or her longer-term relationship with the 
School. 
 
Thereafter students are invited and encouraged to join the Old Olavians Society and, via this 
organisation, a range of social, academic and cultural opportunities will be presented to our former 
students to maintain links with the school. We strongly believe that such ongoing relationships are to 
the mutual benefit of all members of the Olavian family. Once an Olavian, always an Olavian. 
 
Sixth Form Curriculum in Detail 
 
The following pages offer a detailed outline of the A-Level courses on offer at St. Olave’s. The email 
addresses of each Head of Department are given at the end of each subject if you should have any 
further questions about the course specification or other related matters. 
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ART 
 
This course builds on the foundation skills developed over the GCSE Art & Design course by exposing 
students to deeper and more sophisticated subject matter, techniques, materials and processes in 
regards to developing their own Art and/or Design work. At least a grade 7 in GCSE Art & Design (any 
endorsement) is required by students wishing to take Art & Design. Students will need to confirm by 
the half-term in year 12 whether they are taking AS or the full A-Level course. 
 
The course offering includes access to a range of endorsements: 
 
Art, Craft and Design 
A broad-based course exploring practical and critical/contextual work through a range of 2D and/or 
3D processes and media associated with two or more of the titles below. 
 
Fine Art 
Students should produce practical and critical/contextual work in one or more areas of study, for 
example, drawing, painting, mixed-media, sculpture, ceramics, installation, printmaking, moving 
image (video, film, animation) and photography. 
 
Graphic Communication 
Students should produce practical and critical/contextual work in one or more areas of study, for 
example, interactive media (including web, app and game design), advertising, packaging design, 
design for print, illustration, communication graphics, branding, multimedia, motion graphics, design 
for film and television. 
 
Photography 
Students should produce practical and critical/contextual work in one or more areas of study, for 
example, portraiture, landscape photography, still life photography, documentary photography, 
photojournalism, fashion photography, experimental imagery, multimedia, photographic installation 
and moving image (video, film, animation). 
 
The example areas of study in each title above are neither compulsory nor exclusive. 
 
Course Delivery: 
 
Both AS and A-Level are delivered through 2 distinct coursework units. 
 
Component 01: Personal Portfolio 
Learners should produce: 
(i) a portfolio of practical work showing their personal response to either a starting point, brief, 
scenario or stimulus, devised and provided by the learner or centre. 
(ii) At A-Level students are required to produce an accompanying related written study: an extended 
response of a guided minimum of 1000 words, maximum 3000. 
96 marks 
non exam assessment (internally set and assessed and externally moderated) 
60% of total AS/A- level 
 
Component 02: Externally set task 
The early release paper will be issued on 1 February and will provide learners with a number of 
themes, each with a range of written and visual starting points, briefs and stimuli. 
A response should be based on one of those options. 
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96 marks 
Supervised time for outcome 10 hours for AS, 15 hours for A-Level 
non exam assessment (externally set, internally assessed and externally moderated) 
40% of total AS/A-level 
 
Assessment: 
 
Each component is assessed against the set Assessment objectives (AOs) which are set by Ofqual and 
are the same across all AS and A-level Art and Design specifications and all exam boards. 
The assessments will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives: 
 
AO1: Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other 
sources, demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 
AO2: Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing 
and refining ideas as work develops.  
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and 
progress. 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, 
makes connections between visual and other elements. 
 
Associated Careers and Progression: 
 
The department is very successful in placing students on Higher Education courses across a range of 
disciplines and specialisms leading to futures in areas such as Architecture, Fashion, Photography, 
Illustration, Graphic Design, Advertising, Animation and Fine Art. There are a range of exciting 
opportunities within the Creative Sector for aspiring students. 
 
Enrichment 
The Art Prefects assist in many ways; running the Art club, Photography Club, Art History Society and 
a GCSE mentoring system. Students also contribute to the very popular ‘Artist of the Week’ program. 
Regular trips are undertaken to galleries and museums. During the October half term, the department 
runs trips to Artistic hubs across the world. Previous destinations have been Amsterdam, Florence, 
Copenhagen and Berlin. Every summer there is an exhibition of Sixth Form Art, recognised as 
outstanding by examiners, parents, governors and students alike. Gifted and talented pupils are 
directed towards courses and workshops, and we are involved in many extracurricular activities 
throughout the school. 
 

Full details of the A-Level Art course can be found at www.eduqas.co.uk. 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Mr Alex Clark, Head of Art 
Email: aclark@saintolaves.net 

 
 
 
 
  

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/
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BIOLOGY 

 
Biology is a fascinating and ever-changing subject and the 21st century is a particularly exciting time 
for all those involved in the biological sciences. New developments and technologies are frequently in 
the news, challenging our understanding of life and our relationship to it. Whether your interest is 
general or specifically focused on a possible career, Biology A-Level is an excellent, broad-based 
course, which will enable you to deepen your understanding of a vital area of human endeavour. 

 

In Biology, students follow Edexcel specification A, based on Salters Nuffield A-Level Biology 
(SNAB). Students wishing to study this subject need to have attained at least a Grade 7 in this subject 
at GCSE. 
 
The AS Level Course 
The following topics will be covered in Year 12: 

• The circulatory system 
• Lifestyle factors and cardiovascular disease 
• Correlation, causation and concept risks to health 
• Structure and function of biological molecules 
• Transport of materials across cell membranes 
• DNA replication and protein synthesis 
• Monohybrid inheritance 
• Cystic fibrosis and gene inheritance 
• Gene therapy: principles and social/ethical issues 
• Development of multicellular organisms 
• Cell structure and cell differentiation 
• Cell division and fertilisation 
• Genotype and environmental influence on phenotype 
• Stem cell research and its implications 
• Taxonomy, biodiversity and natural selection 
• Plant cell structure and transport within plants 
• Traditional and novel uses of plant products 
• Role of zoos and seed banks in the conservation of endangered species 

 
A-Level Biology 
The following topics will be studied in Year 13: 

• Photosynthesis 
• Ecosystems, energy transfer and nutrient cycling 
• Evidence for global warming; effects on plants and animals 
• Speciation 
• Analytical techniques in forensics 
• Structure of bacteria and viruses 
• Infectious disease and immunology 
• Hospital practice relating to infection prevention and control 
• Physiological adaptations of animals for exercise 
• Respiration 
• Homeostasis 
• Muscle physiology 
• The nervous system 
• Development of vision and learning 
• Brain structure and function 
• Brain imaging and imbalances in brain chemicals 
• Ethical issues raised by the human genome project and GMOs 
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Practical skills will be developed and assessed throughout the two years of the course through a series 
of core practicals. Evidence from all of these core practicals will, in most cases, result in the awarding 
of “practical competency” at the end of the course. 
 
Assessment of the whole A-Level syllabus at the end of year 13 will involve 3 papers, each 2 hours 
long, covering material studied throughout Years 12 and 13. Practical competency will be awarded at 
the end of Year 13 based on skills demonstrated in core practicals throughout the course. 
 
Students will confirm whether they will be sitting AS or continuing to A-Level in the first half of Year 
12. The AS exams will consist of two papers, each 1 hour 30 mins in length. Half the specification will 
be assessed in each paper with mathematical and practical skills assessed throughout. 
 
Enrichment 
AS Biology is supported by a visit to a conference on Biology in Action at which a number of eminent 
biologists will speak on their current research. 
 
A-Level Biology is supported by a field trip to Flatford Mill in Suffolk. 
 
Other enrichment activities include: 
 

• The British Biology Olympiad 
• The Intermediate Biology Olympiad (Year 12) 
• The activities of the Sixth Form Natural Sciences Society which have involved trips to 

external lectures, Down House, Cambridge University, and visits from past students and 
outside speakers 

• Medics’ Society  
• Research Society 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Ms Caroline Marwood, Head of Biology 
Email: cmarw@saintolaves.net 
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CHEMISTRY 
 
The OCR A-Level Chemistry course is divided into topics, each covering different key concepts of 
Chemistry. The teaching of practical skills is integrated with the theoretical topics and they are 
assessed both through written papers, and for A-Level only, the Practical Endorsement. Students 
wishing to study this subject need to have attained at least a Grade 7 in this subject at GCSE. Students 
confirm whether they will be sitting the AS examinations or continuing to the full A-Level in the first 
half of Year 12. 

 
Course Overview 
The course is split into six modules. Modules 1 to 4 constitute the stand-alone AS level qualification; 
Modules 1 to 6, combined with the Practical Endorsement constitute the full A-Level. 

 
Module Title Content 

1 Development of Practical Skills 
Skills of planning, implementing, analysis and 
evaluation 

2 Foundations in Chemistry 

• Atoms, compounds, molecules and 
equations 

• Amount of substance 
• Acid-base and redox reactions 
• Electrons, bonding and structure 

3 Periodic Table and Energy 

• The Periodic Table and periodicity 
• Groups 2 and the halogens 
• Qualitative Analysis 
• Enthalpy Changes 
• Reaction rates and equilibrium 

(qualitative) 

4 Core Organic Chemistry 

• Basic Concepts 
• Hydrocarbons 
• Alcohols and haloalkanes 
• Organic Synthesis 
• Analytical Techniques 

5 
Physical Chemistry and Transition 
Elements 

• Reaction rates and equilibrium 
(quantitative) 

• pH and buffers 
• Enthalpy, entropy and free energy 
• Redox and electrode potentials 
• Transition elements 

6 Organic Chemistry and Analysis 

• Aromatic Compounds 
• Carbonyl compounds 
• Carboxylic acids and esters 
• Nitrogen compounds 
• Polymers 
• Organic synthesis 
• Chromatography and spectroscopy (NMR) 
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Assessment 
 
AS Chemistry 
 
Both papers include synoptic assessment and assess content from all four of the AS modules. 
 

Paper Title and Description Duration Marks/Weighting 

1 
Breadth in Chemistry 
Multiple Choice and structured questions covering 
theory and practical skills. 

1 hr 30 mins 70/50% 

2 
Depth in Chemistry 
Structured questions and extended response questions 
covering theory and practical skills 

1 hr 30 mins 70/50% 

 
A-Level Chemistry 
 
All papers include synoptic assessment. 
 

Paper Title and Description Duration Marks/Weighting 

1 

Periodic Table, elements and physical chemistry 
Multiple Choice and structured questions covering 
theory and practical skills. Assesses content from 
Modules 1,2,3 and 5 

2 hr 15 mins 100/37% 

2 

Synthesis and analytical techniques 
Structured questions, multiple choice and 
response questions covering theory and practical 
skills. Assesses content from Modules 1,2,4 and 6 

2 hr 15 mins 100/37% 

3 

Unified Chemistry 
Structured questions and extended response 
questions covering theory and practical skills. 
Assesses content from all modules (i.e. 1 to 6). 

1 hr 30 mins 70/26% 

Non-exam 
assessment 

Practical Endorsement for chemistry 
Candidates demonstrate practical competence 
through a minimum of 12 practical activities 

  
Pass or 
Fail/Reported 
separately 

  
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Mrs Cheryl Johnson, Head of Chemistry 
Email: cjohnson@saintolaves.net 
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 

Classical Civilisation is the study of the ancient cultures of Greece and Rome through reading their 
literature in English translation and studying their art, architecture and history. The breadth and depth 
of the course is highly attractive to anyone who has an interest in language, literature, history, 
philosophy and art. This course can be started from scratch in the Sixth Form and requires no formal 
training in Greek or Latin. 

In Classical Civilisation, through the media of art, architecture and literature, we are asking ourselves 
how we define ourselves and come to realise how fragile and limited is our social order. Through the 
study of history, tragedy and epic, all enshrined in the civic spaces of the Ancient World and its 
buildings, especially in Fifth Century Athens and Attica, we come to appreciate a very earnest message 
that all of us and especially the governments that rule, will need a sort of knowledge that goes beyond 
the mechanics and technologies of power, and that knowledge is linked entirely to the discovery of 
the self. To read the ‘Oedipus Tyrannos’ of Sophocles or the ‘Bacchae’ of Euripides is to appreciate the 
limitations of human knowledge, the frailty of human existence, the irrationality of the gods and the 
issues of our very identity. To study the art and ceramics of the Greek World is to visualise not only a 
response to the questions of identity and man’s relationship with the gods and his immediate history 
but to appreciate a mathematical, symmetrical and scientific method of embodying that response. 

Students wishing to study this course must obtain at least a Grade 7 in GCSE English. A Grade 7 or 
above in another Humanity (e.g. History) is also preferred. Students will confirm whether they will be 
sitting AS or continuing to A-Level in the first half of Year 12. 

AS-Level Classical Civilisation 

Candidates study two papers. 

1. The World of the Hero - Greek Epic Poetry, Homer’s Odyssey.  
2. Greek Theatre. Sophocles’ Oedipus the King and Euripides’ Bacchae, Aristophanes’ The 

Frogs. A selection of ancient Greek vases are also studied as archaeological sources for the 
theatre. 

Both papers are worth 65 marks and are 90 minutes in length. 
  
A-Level Classical Civilisation 
  
Candidates study three papers. 
  
1. Homer’s Odyssey and Virgil’s Aeneid. 100 marks. 140 minutes long. 
2. Greek Theatre (as above). 75marks. 105 minutes long. 
3. Democracy and the Athenians. 75 marks. 105 minutes long. 
  
ENRICHMENT 
A visit to Classical sites in the Mediterranean Basin during Activity Week Two has been undertaken in 
the past. 
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ASSOCIATED CAREERS 
A Classical Civilisation A-Level alone or as a Classics Degree is regarded by employers as an 
illustration of an ability to think logically and coherently; it therefore, in combination with suitable 
work experience and specialist training from the employer opens doors to a variety of careers from 
accountancy and consultancy to the diplomatic corps, Foreign Office, civil service and the law. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Mr Alexander Carroll, Head of Classics 
Email: acarroll@saintolaves.net 

 
 
  

http://acarroll@saintolaves.net/
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 

If a student has attended a school which offers GCSE Computer Science, it is required that he or she 
will have taken the subject and will have achieved a grade 7 or above. If a student has attended a 
school which does not offer a GCSE qualification, it is required that he or she will have achieved a 
grade 7 or above in Maths. 
 

This qualification consists of two units in AS Level and three units in A-Level which enable candidates 
to demonstrate their knowledge of the fundamental principles of Computer Science. 
 

Among the many benefits, this programme of study offers to candidates is that it encourages 
candidates to: 
 

• develop their problem solving ability in a computing context using an algorithmic approach 
• demonstrate their knowledge of programming through a problem solving scenario 
• develop an understanding of the hardware and software aspects of computing 

 

AS 
Unit 

Unit Title / Content (H046) OCR 
Current Year 12 (2017/18) 

Assessment 

1 
  

Computing Principles (01) 
• Structure and function of the processor  
• Types of processor  
• Input, output and storage devices  
• The function and purpose of operating 

systems  
• System application generation  
• Networks  
• Web technologies  
• Data types  
• Data structures  
• Boolean Algebra 

Written Exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Total marks: 70 
(no calculators allowed) 
Weighting: 50% of total AS 

2 

Algorithms and Problem solving (02) 
• Thinking abstractly 
• Thinking Ahead 
• Programming techniques 

Written Exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 
Total marks: 70 
(no calculators allowed) 
Weighting: 50% of total AS 

  

A-Level 
Unit 

Unit Title / Content                   (H446) OCR Assessment – In 2019 

1 

Computer Systems (01) 
• Structure and function of the processor  
• Types of processor  
• Input, output and storage devices  
• System software development  
• System application generation  
• Software development 
• Types of programming language  
• Compression, encryption and hashing  
• Networks  
• Web technologies  
• Data types  
• Data structures  
• Boolean Algebra  

Written Exam 
Total marks: 140 
2 hours and 30 minutes 
(no calculators allowed) 
Weighting: 40% of total A-Level 
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2 

Algorithms and Programming (02) 
• Thinking abstractly 
•  Thinking ahead 
•  Thinking concurrently 
•  Programming techniques 
•  Computational techniques  

Written Exam 
 2 hours and 30 minutes 
Total marks: 140 
(no calculators allowed) 
Weighting: 40% of total A level 
  

3 

Programming project 
• Analysis of the problem 
• Design of the solution 
• Developing the solution 
• Evaluation 

Non-Exam Assessment 
Total marks: 70 
Weighting: 20% of total A level 

 
A-Level Computer Science is only available for pupils who have completed the AS Level qualification, 
consequently prior knowledge is expected. Students will confirm whether they will be sitting AS or 
continuing to A-Level in the first half of Year 12. The A-Level qualification builds upon the topics 
covered during the AS programme of study and consists of three further modules of study. Focus is 
now placed on pupils being able to construct programs which solve real client problems. 
 
Among the many benefits that this programme of study offers to candidates is that it encourages 
candidates to: 
 

• Further develop their knowledge and understanding of programming, this time offering 
candidates the opportunity to learn and develop skills in a programming language of their 
choice. 

• Demonstrate their knowledge of algorithms, their construction and application. 
• Develop an understanding of communications and networking. 

 
Enrichment: 
 
Key note lectures are attended at selected Universities and educational establishments. 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Mrs Rabia Zeshan, Head of Computing 
Email: rzeshan@saintolaves.net 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

 
Design and Technology will follow the WJEC Educas Design and Technology: Product Design 
specification. Students wishing to study this subject need to have attained at least a Grade A in this 
subject at GCSE. 

 
Students are required to confirm whether they will be sitting the AS or continuing to the full A-Level 
in the first month of Year 12. All Year12 students will follow the same theory course, developing 
knowledge in Technical and Designing and Making principles. Alongside this students taking the AS 
will complete the Non-Exam assessment, a single design, make and evaluate project inspired by 
context set by the exam board. Students studying the A Level will complete a range of smaller projects 
during Year 12 to build knowledge, skills and experience and complete a non-exam assessment project 
in Year 13. 

 

Design and Technology: Product Design AS and A-Level Assessment  

   
AS Units  
   

WJEC Educas  
 

Component 1 
  
100 marks  
 

2.5 hours  
 

Weighting  
 

50%  
 

of AS Level  

Design and Technology in the 21st Century   

 
Written examination:  

 
Learners take a single examination in product design.  

 
The examination includes a mix of short answer, structured and 
extended writing questions assessing learners' knowledge and 
understanding of:  
  

• technical principles   
• designing and making principles   
•  

along with their ability to:   

 
analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider issues in design and 
technology  

WJEC Educas  
 

Component   
 

100 marks  
 

Weighting  
 

50%  
 

of AS Level  

Design and make task   

 
Non-exam assessment:  

 
A sustained design and make task, based on a contextual challenge 
set by WJEC, assessing candidates' ability to:   

 
• identify, investigate and outline design possibilities   
• design and make prototypes   
• analyse and evaluate design decisions and 
outcomes, including for prototypes made by themselves 
and others   
•  

The design and make task will be based within the same endorsed 
area as the written examination.  
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A-Level  

WJEC Educas  
 

Component 1  
 

100 marks  
 

3 hours  
 

Weighting  
 

50%  
 

of A Level  

Design and Technology in the 21st Century   

 
Written examination:   

 
Learners take a single examination in product design.  

 
The examination includes a mix of short answer, structured and 
extended writing questions assessing learners' knowledge and 
understanding of:   

 
• technical principles   
• designing and making principles   
•  

along with their ability to:   

 
analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider issues in design and 
technology  

WJEC Educas  
 

Component   
 

100 marks 
  
Weighting  
 

50%  
 

of A Level  

A sustained design and make task, based on a contextual challenge 
set by WJEC, assessing candidates' ability to:   

 
• identify, investigate and outline design possibilities   
• design and make prototypes   
• analyse and evaluate design decisions and 
outcomes, including for prototypes made by themselves 
and others   
•  

The design and make task will be based within the same endorsed 
area as the written examination.  

   
 

ENRICHMENT 
There are various opportunities within the department for students to take part in extra-curricular 
projects to further extend their interests in both Design and Engineering.  
 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Miss Rosie Hawley, Head of Design & Technology 
Email: rhawley@saintolaves.net  
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ECONOMICS 

In essence, Economics is a theoretical study of the ways open to a society to organise its production 
and distribution of goods and services – what to produce, how to produce it, in what quantities and 
at what price. Is this task best achieved by market forces or by some form of government 
intervention? How the economy is best managed when we consider economic objectives such as 
inflation, unemployment, economic growth, the exchange rate and the balance of payments. These 
are some of the questions asked in the AS level syllabus. 

The full A-Level builds on this by studying business behaviour, financial markets, economic policy, 
international trade, globalisation, and economic development. 

It is also important to make clear what Economics is not. It is not Business Studies, Commerce, 
Finance or Accountancy; it is not a vocational subject, which will specifically prepare students for a 
career in the world of commerce. It is also not the study of money, it covers issues much wider than 
this including inequality, wellbeing and climate change. 

What will I learn on this A-Level course? 

A person who has studied Economics to either AS or A-Level: 

• Will have developed an understanding of economic concepts and theories through a critical 
consideration of current economic issues, problems and institutions that affect everyday life. 

• Will be able to apply economic concepts and theories in a range of contexts and appreciate 
their value and limitations in explaining real-world phenomena; 

• Will be able to analyse, explain and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the market 
economy and the role of the government within it; 

• Will be able to participate effectively in society as a citizen, producer and consumer. 

How will I be assessed? 

Students will have to complete three A-Level papers at the end of the course: microeconomics, 
macroeconomics and a synoptic paper. All papers are 2 hours in length. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/economics-a-2015.html 

Students will confirm whether they will be sitting AS or continuing to A-Level in Year 12. 

Students are assessed using a combination of multiple choice, data response and essay questions. 
Some themes contain context based multiple choice questions, testing knowledge and 
understanding. Data response involves using numerical information and applying it to the theory 
learned in class. Essay questions essay are also used as a form of assessment. 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

At least Grade 7 in both GCSE Maths and GCSE English either English Language or Literature 
accepted) is required by students wishing to study A-Level Economics. 

Economics is a subject for those with an interest in current affairs and who enjoy studying a subject 
that affects their own everyday lives. A look at any TV news broadcast reveals just how much of the 
content is economic. If a student plans to do Economics at university, A-Level Mathematics would be 
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useful. Economics combines equally well with Arts subjects such as History, English and Languages, 
with Social Science subjects such as Politics and Sociology, or with Science subjects. 

Enrichment 

• Political Economy Society (Year 12 and Year 13) 

• Women in Economics Society (Year 12 and Year 13) 

• Economics Enrichment (Year 13) 

• Economics Trip to a European country (Year 12) 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Mr William Haines, Head of Economics 
Email: whaines@saintolaves.net  
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

English Literature is one of the most popular subject choices at A-level nationally. This is due to the 
enduring appeal of studying people and the ideas and experiences that they have had. Indeed, English 
Literature is as concerned with these things as it is with the way in which they have been written 
down. This introduction will outline the course we offer at St. Olave's, suggest some of the skills we 
are looking for in students, and explain how the study of English Literature will open up possibilities. At 
least a Grade 7 in GCSE English (either Language or Literature accepted) is required by students 
wishing to study AS-Level or A-Level English Literature. Students will confirm whether they will be 
sitting AS or continuing to A-Level in the first half of Year 12. 
 

AS-Level 
This consists of two units of assessment: 

• Component 1: Shakespeare and Poetry (Closed Text Examination) 50% of AS qualification 
o Section A: You will study a Shakespeare play and answer one question. 
o Section B: You will study a selection of one poet’s work and answer one question. 

• Component 2: Drama post 1900 & Prose post 1900 (Closed text Examination) 50% of 
qualification 

o Section A: You will study a modern play and answer one question. 
o Section B: You will study a modern novel and answer one question. 

 

A-Level 
This consists of three units: 

• Component 1: Drama and Poetry pre-1900 (Closed Text Examination) 40% of qualification 
o Section A: You will study one Shakespeare play and answer one question from a 

choice of two. 
o Section B: You will study one drama text and one poetry text and base your answer 

on a comparative study with substantial discussion of both texts. 
• Component 2: Comparative and contextual study (Closed Text Examination) 40% of 

qualification 
o Section A: You will be asked to produce a close reading of a key passage 
o Section B: You will study two novels and base your answer on a comparative study 

with substantial discussion of both texts. 
• Component 3: Literature post-1900 (Coursework) 20% of qualification 

o You will study three texts; at least one published after 2000 to promote an interest 
and enjoyment of contemporary literature. The coursework folder will contain two 
assignments (maximum of 3000 words). 

 

At both levels your reading will be supplemented through theatre visits, workshops, conferences and 
television and film interpretations. 
 

As well as studying English Literature at an advanced level, this course will also enable you to develop 
Key Skills which will be essential to you whatever you do afterwards. We focus on the following Key 
Skills throughout the course: 
 

Communication: Presentations, speeches, debates, written arguments 

Information Technology: 
e.g. using different kinds of databases, applying IT in a 
presentation 

Improving own learning & 
performance: 

e.g. planning work schedules, self-evaluation, research 

Working with others: e.g. planning and presenting a group performance  
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We are looking for students who are confident in expressing their opinion and value the essay as a 
means of considering, developing and shaping arguments. Students should see the course as an 
opportunity to demystify literature...to explain, express and present their own reactions to the works 
they have encountered. 
 
If you can bring these kinds of skills to our course then we will aim to equip you with the ability to 
assimilate, select and present material with confidence and assurance, to enable you to look 
objectively and critically at texts, and to show you how to present ideas clearly, accurately and 
unambiguously in speech and in writing. In return, you will benefit from a course which opens up many 
possibilities in higher education and work. If you feel that you have the determination and desire to 
handle the course then we'd be very pleased to hear from you. 
 
Enrichment 

• Theatre visits as appropriate 
• Opportunity to join a Theatre Society (offering four productions throughout the year). 
• Study days Autumn/Spring term to support specific units delivered by University Academics. 
• Literature Society allowing students to explore areas of own interest 
• Lectures  

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Miss Alexandra Wilkie, Head of English 
Email: awilkie@saintolaves.net 
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FRENCH 

Studying a language in the Sixth Form requires a solid grounding in vocabulary, grammar and structure 
at GCSE level, as well as the motivation and determination to work hard and, above all, the curiosity 
to find out about culture! 

We will be following the AQA French specifications using a variety of books and resources to spark our 
students’ interest, and we encourage them to borrow materials (novels, plays, DVDs) or use websites 
to facilitate their independent learning. 

Our Sixth-Form students work with our French assistants to develop their speaking skills in compulsory 
weekly sessions. 

YEAR 12 

At least a Grade 7 in GCSE French is required by students wishing to study A-Level French. Work 
continues post GCSE with the four skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing at a higher level. 
Additionally, the ability to translate and summarise will form part of the exam, and a film is studied: 
either La Haine or Au Revoir les Enfants depending on the member of staff who is teaching paper 2. 

Work in terms of vocabulary, grammar and structure also continues in the following two broad topic 
areas: 

1. Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends (different family units/ 
cyber-society/volunteering) 

2. Artistic culture in the French-speaking world (heritage/music/cinema in French-speaking 
countries) 

 AS-
Level 

Paper 1: Listening, 
Reading, and Writing 

Paper 2: Writing Paper 3: Speaking 

Listening, Reading, 
Summaries, 

45% of AS-Level 

1hrs 45  

June 

1 Essay on the film + 
translation into French 

25% of AS-Level 

1hr 30 

June 

2 Stimulus Cards from 2 
different sub-themes listed above 

30% of A-Level 

12-14mins + 15 mins preparation  

April or May 

External Examiner 

 

YEAR 13 

Language work continues at a higher level across all skills practised in Year 12 and additionally focuses 
on the following topic areas: 
 

1. Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues (diversity, marginalisation, the treatment 
of criminals) 

2. Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world (young people and politics, strikes and 
demonstrations, immigration policy) 

 
Furthermore, students will take an in-depth look at L´étranger by Albert Camus and select a topic of 
their liking for their Individual Research Project, in the oral examination.  
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Papers 1 and 3 cover the 4 topic areas studied in the course of Years 12 and 13. 
 
Paper 2 covers both the film studied in Year 12 and the novel studied in Year 13. 
 

A-
Level 

Paper 1: Listening, Reading, and 
Writing 

Paper 2: Writing Paper 3: Speaking 

Listening, Reading, Summary, 
Translation into French and 
Translation into English 

50% of A-Level 

2hrs 30  

June 

1 Essay each on 
the book and the 
film 

20% of A -Level 

2hrs 

June 

1 Stimulus Card from 1 sub-
theme & Individual Research 
Project (IRP) 

30% of A-Level 

16-18mins  

April or May 

External Examiner 

  
Enrichment 
 
Students have the opportunity to spend four days in Paris to discover the main cultural landmarks of 
the French capital city. This is a cultural trip, visiting, amongst others Montmartre and the Arc de 
Triomphe, the Palais de Versailles, Sainte Chapelle as well as a variety of museums, such as the Musée 
d’Orsay. The programme of visits varies year on year. 
 
We attend French conferences or film study days in London when appropriate and possible, and all 
students take part in the UK Linguistics Olympiad (UKLO). 
 
We also run a French film club or French Debating Society according to students’ competence or 
interests at lunchtime, usually, aimed at Year 11-13 students, in which we show current French films 
in the target language, with English subtitles, and the MFL Society, where topics of interest related to 
language, literature or culture are presented by a member of the MFL Society. All students are 
encouraged to deliver a talk in English on a topic which interests them particularly, related to 
French-speaking countries. 
 
You can also contribute articles in the target language and English to the Modern Languages journal. 
You can play an active part in the organisation of the “semaine de la francophonie” in March and 
become a language prefect, giving you a range of responsibilities. 
 
Further detail can be accessed via: 
 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Mrs Isabelle Saunders, Head of French 
Email: isaunders@saintolaves.net  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level
mailto:smahadevan@saintolaves.net
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
AS-Level and A-Level geography will enable you to be inspired by your geographical understanding, to 
engage critically with real world issues and places, and to apply your geographical knowledge, theory 
and skills to the world around you. You will grow as an independent thinker and as an informed and 
engaged citizen, who understands the role and importance of geography as one of the key disciplines 
relevant to understanding the world’s changing peoples, places and environments.  
 
We will be following the OCR Geography AS-Level and A-Level specifications. There are four “core 
themes” to be studied over the course of the A-Level. 
 

• Landscape systems (AS-Level and A-Level) 
o What are their characteristics? Where do certain landforms and landscapes occur and 

why? How are landforms inter-related? How do landscapes evolve over time? How 
does human activity cause changes to these landscapes? 

 
• Changing places (AS-Level and A-Level) 

o What factors contribute to the character of places? How do we perceive, connect 
with, and represent place? How is this different for different groups of people? How 
do external forces create change? 

 
• Earth’s life support systems: Water and Carbon (A-Level only) 

o Where is it stored? What drives changes and transfers in them? What processes are 
involved? How are they distributed? How are the two cycles linked? 

 
• Global connections (A-Level only) 

o How do global systems shape relationships between individuals, states and 
environments? What are the patterns of international trade and what issues are 
associated with it? What can be done to tackle the problems of inequalities around 
the world? What are the challenges to sovereignty and territorial integrity? 

 
The remainder of the AS-Level and A-Level courses are drawn from “non-core” content; at St. Olave's 
we will be studying: 
 
Hazardous Earth (A-Level only) 
 

• What is the evidence for theories of continental drift and plate tectonics? What hazards do 
volcanic eruptions and seismic activity present? What are the impacts on tectonically active 
locations? How can people learn to cope with living in tectonically active locations? 

Disease Dilemmas (AS-Level and A-Level) 

• What are the global patterns of disease and can factors be identified that determine these? Is 
there a link between disease and levels of development? How effectively are communicable 
and non-communicable diseases being dealt with? How far can diseases be predicted and 
mitigated against? Can diseases ever be fully eradicated? 

 
Geographical skills and investigation remain an important part of both the AS and A-Level courses. 
This will include both quantitative and qualitative methods and skills used throughout the course. The 
residential fieldtrip will help to prepare students for this as they will identify appropriate questions, 
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collect data, analysing and interpreting it based on wider theory. They will also critically question data 
sources, analytical methodologies, data presentation techniques and identify the misuse of data. 
We aim to ensure students gain enjoyment, satisfaction and a sense of achievement as they develop 
their knowledge and understanding of the subject. Consequently, we will choose the optional topics 
that best reflect our students’ and teachers’ abilities and interests. 
 
Assessment: 
 

• The AS-Level course will be assessed by written examinations, including questions relating to 
geographical skills and investigation.  

 
• The A-Level course will be assessed by written examinations and an Independent 

Geographical Investigation (of approximately 3000-4000 words) worth 20% of the final grade. 
Students will be given guidance with this, however it should be noted that this is an 
independent piece of work which can be related to any area of the specification which 
interests the student and for which they are able to collect appropriate and meaningful data. 

 
Students will confirm whether they will be sitting AS-Level or continuing to A-Level in the first half of 
Year 12. Students wishing to study this subject need to have attained at least a Grade 7 in this subject 
at GCSE. 
 
Enrichment 
 

• Two day fieldtrip in the Autumn Term of Year 12 
 

• A voluntary residential fieldtrip to Iceland or Sicily exploring plate tectonics and physical 
processes 

 
• Geographical Association lectures on a range of relevant topics 

 
• School membership of the Royal Geographical Society – benefits include online lectures & 

excellent resources for wider reading 
 

• St. Olave’s Geographical Society, a lunchtime student group giving interesting presentations 
on a variety of geographical themes 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Mrs Rhiannon Smith, Head of Geography 
Email: rsmith@saintolaves.net 
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GERMAN 

Studying a language in the Sixth Form requires a solid grounding in vocabulary and grammar, the 
motivation and determination to work hard, and, above all, the curiosity to learn more about the 
language and culture! 

We follow the AQA German specification in year 12 and 13 using a variety of books, articles, clips, and 
other resources to spark students’ interest, and we encourage students to borrow materials (novels, 
plays, short stories, DVDs etc.) or use recommended websites to facilitate their all-important 
independent learning. 

Our Sixth-Form students work with our German Assistant to develop their speaking skills in 
compulsory weekly sessions, both at AS and A-Level. In year 12 these sessions are usually in pairs, and 
in year 13 usually one-on-one.  
 
We also have a lively Languages Society and Foreign Film Club which students of German are 
encouraged to attend – not just in the sixth form, but this is especially relevant for year 12 and 13. 
  

YEAR 12 
 
  

At least a Grade 7 in GCSE German is required by students wishing to study A-Level German. 
  
Work continues post-GCSE with the four skills of Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing (including 
translation), at a higher level. Additionally, the ability to summarise audio extracts and short articles 
forms part of the exam, and the film Das Leben der Anderen or Good Bye, Lenin! (Students are offered 
a choice) is studied. 
  
Work in terms of vocabulary, grammar and structure also continues in the following two broad topic 
areas: 

1. Aspects of German-speaking society (changing forms of family and relationships, the digital 
world, youth culture) 

2. Artistic culture in the German-speaking world (festivals and traditions, German 
expressionist art and the German modern art movement, Berlin cultural life) 

AS-
Level 

Paper1: Listening, Reading, 
and Writing 

Paper 2: Writing Paper 3: Speaking 

Listening, Reading, 
Summary, & Translation into 
English 

45% of AS-Level 

1hr 45  

May 

1 Essay on the film + 
translation into German 

25% of AS-Level 

1hr 30 

May 

2 Stimulus Cards from 
2 sub-themes  

30% of AS-Level 

12-14mins + 15 mins 
preparation  

April or May 

External Examiner 
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YEAR 13 
 
Language work continues at a higher level, across all skills practised in Year 12, and additionally 
focuses on the following topic areas: 
 

1. Multiculturalism in German-speaking society (migration, integration, racism) 

2. Aspects of political life in the German-speaking world (Germany and the EU, Youth politics 
in Germany, reunification and its consequences) 

 

Furthermore, students will take an in-depth look at Der Vorleser by Bernhard Schlink and select a topic 
of their liking for their Individual Research Project (IRP), which forms the majority of their speaking 
exam (paper 3 – see below).  
 
TABLE 

A- 
Level 

Paper 1: 
Listening, Reading & Writing 

Paper 2: 
Writing 

Paper 3: 
Speaking 

Listening, Reading, Summary, 
Translation into German & Translation 
into English 
 
50% of A-Level 
 
2hrs 30mins 
 
June 

1 Essay each on the literature 
and the film 
  
20% of A-Level 
 
2hrs 
 
June 

1 Stimulus Card from 1 
sub-theme & 
Individual Research 
Project (IRP) 
 
30% of A-Level 
 
16-18mins 
 
April or May 
 
External Examiner 

Further detail can be accessed via:  http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level 

Enrichment 

The residential trip to Berlin is offered to both year 12 and 13 students. This is usually a five-day long 
cultural trip, visiting the Reichstag and museums, such as the unusual and renowned Jewish Museum, 
the memorable and striking Topographie des Terrors or the hands-on DDR Museum. Furthermore, we 
spend time looking at historic sites, such as the remnants of the Berlin Wall at the East Side Gallery, 
or the War memorials in the Tiergarten, as well as receiving a moving guided tour through the former 
Stasi prison Hohenschönhausen, and visiting more unusual museums such as the converted brewery, 
the Kulturbrauerei, the world’s largest camera, and attending an evening show. The trip is thoroughly 
enjoyed by all participants and students are encouraged to speak the target language only whilst in 
Germany, which improves their understanding and fluency dramatically. Furthermore, the experience 
is invaluable when it comes to cementing their understanding of the Berlin year 12 topic, and both the 
film and text studied in year 12 and 13.  

We attend German conferences or film study days (such as at the BFI) in London when appropriate 
and possible, and students have the chance take part in the UK Linguistics Olympiad (UKLO), the 
Oxford German Olympiad, the Anthea Bell translation competition, as well as the King’s College 
London Essay competition, among others. We also attend the German Open day at the University of 
Oxford, and we invite guest lecturers from the University of Warwick and King’s College London to 
school. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level
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We run MFL Society at lunchtimes open to all year groups and shared via Microsoft Teams, when 
students can listen to talks given by sixth formers, and do language quizzes, among other activities. 
Our sixth form prefects recently launched the Languages Journal, in which students wrote articles on 
a variety of current affairs topics in an impressive array of different languages. Furthermore, there is 
a new Foreign Film Club launched by sixth formers which meets once a fortnight. 

German degrees offer the chance to study the language, history and literature of one of Europe's most 
influential cultures. Opportunities for German graduates are excellent, driven by the continuing 
centrality of German business and politics within the European Union. Most graduates in fact do not 
go into language teaching! The most popular industry for those with a German degree is media, 
followed by business and finance. Graduates do of course go on to specialist work as translators and 
interpreters, as well as putting their linguistic and analytical skills to use in the wide fields of business 
and finance, journalism, the law, the civil and diplomatic services, publishing, advertising, the tourism 
industry, and teaching. 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Mrs Laura Probodziak, Head of German  
Email: lprobodziak@saintolaves.net 
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HISTORY 
 
“How do you know who you are unless you know where you have come from? How can you tell what 
is going to happen, unless you know what has happened before? History is not just about the past. It 
is about why we are who we are – and about what’s next.” 
 
This is how Tony Robinson of ‘Blackadder’ and ‘Time Team’ fame explains the importance of History 
as a subject, not just at school and university, but also throughout our lives. The History department 
at St. Olave’s is keen to help you further your study of History and thereby help in your continuing 
quest to make sense of the present by having a good undertaking of the past; to help you participate 
in changing the world by understanding how it has got into its present state; to help you participate 
in the system by showing you how it works; and to enable you to build up your own set of values by 
looking at how others have done so in the past. 
 
Our students in previous years have also studied the full range of subjects from Economics, English 
and Geography to Biology, Mathematics and Chemistry. In fact if you are studying other Arts subjects 
or Maths and the Sciences, History is a good complement. Scientists have to communicate with others 
and develop the skills of critical analysis and of making sound judgements. Employers and universities 
like to see that you have followed a balanced course at school. Studying History is an important part 
of that balance! Students will confirm whether they will be sitting AS or continuing to A-Level in the 
first half of Year 12. At least a Grade 7 in GCSE English (either English Language or Literature) is 
required by students wishing to study A-Level History. 
 
The AS/A-Level History course at St. Olave’s focuses on nineteenth and twentieth century British 
history alongside the birth of the United States of America in the eighteenth century. Both courses 
will be taught across Year 12 and 13 with approximately half the content being covered in each year. 
In Year 12 we will explore Britain’s relationship with its colonies in North America and the way in which 
tension grew prior to the Declaration of Independence in 1776. Year 13 will focus on the American 
War of Independence and will introduce many of the most iconic figures in US History including George 
Washington and his contemporaries as they first fought for their independence and then constructed 
a new nation. Our course on Britain focuses on such issues as the progressive extension of the right to 
vote to all adult men and women, the changing fortunes of the major political parties, the roles of 
Prime Ministers, the House of Commons and the House of Lords and the influence of trade unions and 
the mass media. The work and relationships of the great Prime Ministers of the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, Gladstone, Disraeli and Salisbury, will be explored in Year 12 alongside the growth 
of the British Empire. Year 13 will focus on the effects of the two World Wars on Britain both at home 
and abroad. 
 
The AS/A-Level course is assessed by means of written examinations (the questions are a mixture of 
source-based exercises, essays and course work).  
 
AS/A-Level History is a very rewarding subject to study in Years 12 and 13. It should appeal to the 
discerning, hard-working student who has a curiosity about the past, is prepared to think for him or 
herself, is willing to read widely and who enjoys arguing a case, both on paper and in the classroom. 
Past students who have worked in a systematic, well-organised fashion have invariably gained high 
grades! Each year many of our students chose to study History at university (either by itself or in 
conjunction with other subjects) or a subject closely linked to History, like Politics. History at AS/A-
Level is also a popular subject for those who intend reading Law at university. 
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Course summary 
 
Overall course titles: 
 
Democracy, Empire and War: Britain, 1851-1964 
To be structured: 
AS: Imperial Britain, 1851-1914: Reform and Empire and challenges to the status quo at home abroad 
A-Level: The World Wars and their legacies: Britain, 1914-1964: The Great War and its impact and 
transformation and change 
 

The Birth of the USA, 1760-1801 
To be structured: 
AS: The Origins of the American Revolution, 1760-1776 
A-Level: Establishing the Nation, 1776-1801 
 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Mr Daniel Espejo, Head of History 
Email: despejo@saintolaves.net 
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LATIN 
 
Latin in the Sixth Form is seriously enjoyable as it is throughout the School because of the fascinating 
content of the texts and the opportunity of learning to write Latin. 
 
Every year, a good number of candidates take up Latin from within and from without the school. Most 
years the Latinists, though not necessarily, also go on to read Classics or Classical related subjects at 
the very best universities in the country. All candidates will be expected to study two set texts, one 
prose and one verse. Essentially students will study two to three authors, for instance Cicero, Tacitus 
and Virgil. Additionally they read some of both of the authors in translation. 
 
All are encouraged to attend the Bryanston Ancient Greek Summer School. Greek GCSE and A-Level is 
available upon request. 
 
If a student has attended a school which offers GCSE Latin, it is required that he or she will have taken 
the subject and will have achieved a Grade 7 or above. Students will confirm whether they will be 
sitting AS or continuing to A-Level in the first half of Year 12. 
 
Overview 
 
AS-Level Latin 
 
1. Unseen paper 
 
In Section A, learners will translate an unseen passage of Latin prose into English. In Section B, 
learners will answer comprehension questions about a passage of Latin prose OR translate five 
sentences of English into Latin. 
 
2. Literature paper 
 
Learners will answer questions to show their understanding and appreciation of their set texts. They 
will have to translate passages of the set texts into English, answer comprehension questions and 
write a short essay on each analysing literary style, characterisation, argument and literary meaning. 
  
A-Level Latin 
 
1. Unseen paper 
 
In Section A, learners will translate an unseen passage of Latin prose into English. In Section B, learners 
will translate an unseen passage of Latin verse into English. Learners will also be required to scan two 
lines of verse. 
 
2. Comprehension Paper or Prose composition 
 
Learners answer either Section A or Section B. In Section A, learners will answer translation, 
comprehension and grammar questions on an unseen passage of Latin prose. In Section B, learners 
will translate a passage, of at least 100 words in length, into Latin.  
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3. Prose author 
 
In Section A, learners will answer questions to show their understanding and appreciation of the set 
text studied from their Prose Literature. They will have to translate a passage of the set text into 
English, answer comprehension questions and write two essays analysing literary style, 
characterisation, argument and literary meaning. 
 
4. Verse author. Two hours 
 
In Section A, learners will answer questions to show their understanding and appreciation of the set 
text studied from their Verse Literature. They will have to translate a passage of the set text into 
English, answer comprehension questions and write two essays analysing literary style, 
characterisation, argument and literary meaning. 
 
Content of Prose Literature 
 
Tacitus, Annals IV OR Cicero, pro Cluentio 
 
Content of Verse Literature 
 
Catullus' Poetry, Ovid, Heroides I, III, VII OR Virgil, Aeneid XII 
 
Enrichment 
 
Visit in Activity Week Two to Greece has been undertaken in the past. 
 
Many candidates also take up the opportunity to study Greek at this stage and are encouraged to 
attend the Bryanston Ancient Greek Summer School. 
 
Associated Careers 
 
Latin A-Level alone or as part of a Classics Degree (Latin, Greek, Classical Civilisation, Ancient History) 
is regarded by employers as an illustration of an ability to think logically and coherently; it therefore, 
in combination with suitable work experience and specialist training from the employer, opens doors 
to a variety of careers from accountancy and consultancy to the diplomatic corps, civil service, Foreign 
Office, the law and computer programming. 
 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
  
Mr Alexander Carroll, Head of Classics 
Email: acarroll@saintolaves.net 
 
 
  

mailto:acarroll@saintolaves.net
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MATHEMATICS AND FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
 

St. Olave's follows the OCR MEI Mathematics specification in the Sixth Form. Three different 
qualifications are offered and the subject is assessed by means of equally-weighted examinations for 
each qualification. 
 
The content ranges over the three main strands of mathematics – namely, pure mathematics, 
mechanics and statistics – and the various combinations are detailed below. In addition, for students 
who so desire it, tuition is provided for the STEP Mathematics examinations. 
 
In order to ease the transition from GCSE to AS Mathematics, all prospective Sixth Form 
mathematicians are required to complete a work booklet on algebra before the start of the course. 
The current provision and timings of examinations are as follows: 
 
Year 12 
 
Students opt to study Single Mathematics or Double Mathematics 
 

• Single Mathematics 
o Students study compulsory content 2 thirds in pure mathematics and 1 sixth mechanics 

and 1 sixth statistics. We will cover all the content of AS mathematics in year 12 and this 
will form the basis of mock examinations. 
 

• Double Mathematics 
o In addition to the single mathematics course content, students will study further content 

in pure mathematics, mechanics and statistics. We will cover all the content of year 1 
mathematics by late January and some of Year 1 Further Mathematics by June. These 
will form the basis of the mock examination in Spring. 

Year 13 
 
Students who followed the Single Mathematics course in Year 12, can either: 

• Stop 
o Students end up with AS Mathematics 

• Continue 
o Students end up with A-Level Mathematics 

 
Students who followed the Double Mathematics course in Year 12, can either: 

• Stop 
o Students end up with AS Mathematics 

• Drop down to Single Mathematics 
o Students end up with A-Level Mathematics 

• Continue with Double Mathematics 
o Students end up with A-Level Mathematics and A-Level Further Mathematics 

 
Summary 
 

• Single Mathematics should be chosen by everyone who intends to study AS or A2 
Mathematics only. The course requirement is a grade 7 at GCSE or equivalent. 

• Double Mathematics should be chosen by those who may want to study Mathematics, 
Engineering, Computer Science or Economics at a top university. The course is high pressure 
as students are studying lots of extra material and so is not suitable for everyone. The course 
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requirement is a grade 8 at GCSE or equivalent. It is much easier to reduce the mathematics 
studied during the course than to increase it. This means that students are normally able to 
swap from the Double Mathematics option to Single Mathematics in the course of the year 
but they will not be able to swap into the Double Mathematics course if they do not select it 
at the start. 

• Students will confirm whether they will be sitting AS or continuing to A-Level in the first half 
of Year 12. 

• Check course requirements for University courses you may wish to embark on. Some require 
Further Mathematics, if offered. 

 
Please note that however much mathematics one studies in the Sixth Form, it counts as one option; 
that is, in Year 12 you still choose three other subjects. 
 
Sixth Form Enrichment 

• STEP and MAT Tuition: Weekly after-school classes for Year 13 students. 

• Mathematical Extension Classes: Run weekly for students who wish to explore mathematics 
beyond the standard curriculum, from January in Year 12. 

• Maths Buddy Scheme: Sixth Form students work with Lower School pupils to support or 
enrich the younger students. 

• UKMT Senior Challenge: An annual national competition in the Autumn Term 

• UKMT Team Challenge : A team of four Sixth Form students participate in regional and, if 
successful, national rounds of this annual team competition. 

• The Mathematics Society organises talks and lectures on aspects of mathematics. 

 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Miss Meera Lawrence, Head of Mathematics and Computing Faculty 
Email: mlawrence@saintolaves.net 
 
Mrs Joanna Munday, Head of KS5 Mathematics 
Email: JMunday@saintolaves.net 
 
 
 
  

mailto:mlawrence@saintolaves.net
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MUSIC 

A-Level and AS-Level Music both build on the three units pursued in the GCSE course, based on 
performance, composition and the analysis of music. For entry to either programme, students should 
have at least a pass at Grade 5 on an instrument/voice (ABRSM, Trinity etc.) and at least GCSE Grade 
7 in Music is required. It is expected that students will also continue with professional 
instrumental/vocal tuition, in order to train their specific technical skills to the appropriate standard. 
Both the A-level and AS-level schemes of assessment reward students’ personal efforts in developing 
their ability as a singer or instrumentalist and in creating their own original works. Both courses also 
develop students in aural perception, critical thinking and analysis, among other important skills, 
useful for every future pathway. We follow the Pearson Edexcel A-level and the WJEC Eduqas AS-level 
courses. 

Performance 

In the Spring of the year of certification, students will give a solo performance of a minimum of 6 
minutes (AS-Level) or 8 minutes (A-Level) which will form the basis of Component 1, worth 30% of the 
whole qualification. The AS performances in Year 12 are assessed by a visiting examiner, while the A-
level performances in Year 13 are recorded in school and sent for assessment. Students, in conjunction 
with input from their instrumental/vocal and class teachers, should prepare at least two pieces to fulfil 
this time requirement. The expected standard of difficulty for AS-Level Music is equivalent to the 
demands of practical Grade 6; this rises to Grade 7 for A-level Music. Performances given at a higher 
level of difficulty can attract additional credit. 

Composition 

Students will encounter a number of compositional styles and techniques and will complete exercises 
aimed at developing their ability to compose ideas quickly. For both AS and A-Level, two items are 
developed for assessment, involving responding to composition briefs specified by the respective 
examination boards, free composition and an understanding of compositional techniques. To assist 
their work, students will have access to compositional software, especially Sibelius. Both a printed 
score and a recording of the compositions are necessary for the final two submissions. The work is 
developed as coursework over a period of time and submitted to examiners for external assessment. 

Analysing and appraising music 

Set works are drawn from a broad range of traditions and styles, including music for the stage, music 
for film and television, popular music and music from around the world, as well as western classical 
music. For both qualifications, the musical features and contexts of those works will be studied, 
compared and interpreted. Students will also draw on their knowledge of works outside of the 
specification in order to enrich their understanding. Assessment takes the form of a final written exam 
involving listening and essay questions, where students are expected to draw on technical language 
to describe, compare, evaluate and place in context both familiar and unfamiliar works. 

Listening 

The assessment of listening skills will form part of the written paper – component 3 – where students 
again respond to a combination of familiar and unfamiliar musical extracts. The unfamiliar music will 
relate in some key areas to one or more of the set works. Students should recognise links across 
various musical works and perceive how their understanding connects to their listening, composing 
and performing skills. Though these skills are assessed separately, the different disciplines are 
interlinked. 

Enrichment 

The Department runs many ensembles, showcased at various concerts and showcases throughout the 
year. Student leadership is also strongly encouraged in Music and many students also form their own 
musical groups. Visits and trips take place on an availability basis, according to the educational 
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programmes offered by London-based professional orchestras. These include seminars, workshops 
and masterclasses, involving the set study works. Additionally, the Department encourages students 
to attend live musical performances by professional musicians as often as possible. 

Associated careers 

The subject fosters a wide range of important transferable skills, including creativity, analysis, 
presenting, critical evaluation, communication, personal reflection, self-discipline and teamwork 
among others. Because of the value of these highly marketable qualities, careers which could lead 
from the study of Music are innumerable. The list below highlights some of the obvious career paths 
and industries directly related to Music and also some which place importance on those key skills 
rather than subject content: 

• Professional performance (as an instrumentalist, singer or conductor) 

• Composition (for film, video games, social media, advertising, etc.) 

• Education (classroom teacher, peripatetic instrumental/vocal teacher, workshops) 

• Regional music service (e.g. educational consultant) 

• Studio production 

• Media programming 

• Sound engineering 

• Examinations 

• Publishing 

• Events & hospitality 

• Music therapy 
 
Music is the perfect complementary subject for any other on the curriculum, providing students with 
numerous opportunities to broaden their skills and understanding in unique, relevant and engaging 
ways. As such, Music students are empowered to pursue any profession, where creativity is often 
highly prized. Other than reading Music itself, former A-level Music students have also progressed to 
universities (including Oxbridge and Russell Group) to read: 

• Law 

• English 

• Natural Sciences 

• Mathematics 

• Economics 
 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 

Mr Matthew Price, Head of Music 
Email: maprice@saintolaves.net 
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PHYSICS 
 
Physics at AS/A-Level is essentially an extension of Physics at GCSE, taking the same topics and 
extending them. This is achieved through a combination of adding some new ideas and using 
Mathematics to solve problems. Therefore, if you are enjoying Physics at GCSE and you enjoy 
Mathematics and you want to deepen your understanding of how the universe works, from the 
astronomical down to the sub-nuclear, then consider taking Physics in the Sixth Form. 
 
Physics A-Level continues to be a highly respected qualification for those seeking to enter a wide 
range of professions. Its intellectual challenge is both its curse and its joy: Physics is not for the faint-
hearted, but it is immensely rewarding for those who wish to apply their thinking skills to abstract 
concepts. 
 
In addition to knowledge of the course content, students develop their experimental and analytical 
skills throughout the course. The exam board requirement is to complete 12 core practicals, but our 
students will experience many more than 12 over the 2 year course. 
 
We currently have over 200 students taking Physics at this level. It combines well with the other 
sciences, but its closest relation is Mathematics. Indeed, we strongly recommend that you consider 
taking Mathematics to at least the same level if taking Physics in the Sixth Form, 40% of the A-Level 
course is based on mathematical skills. Students wishing to study Physics and Mathematics at A 
level, require a grade 7 in both subjects at GCSE. Should a student wish to study A Level Physics but 
is not studying A Level Mathematics, the demands of the course mean that the student will require a 
grade 7 in GCSE Physics and a grade 8 in GCSE Mathematics. 
 
Students confirm whether they will be sitting the AS examinations or continuing to the full A-Level in 
the first half of Year 12. 
 
We follow the OCR GCE Physics A specification. 
 

AS & A-Level 

The AS course is examined via two written examinations, and the A-Level course via three 
examination modules. Students will confirm whether they will be sitting AS or continuing to A-Level 
in the first half of Year 12. Prescribed practical tasks have to be carried out during the course, and 
the students’ practical skills are examined in the written modules. The course content is as follows: 

• Mechanics: both linear and circular motion, projectiles, Newton’s laws, energy and power, 
momentum, properties of materials including the Young modulus. 

• Electricity: more difficult direct current circuits and the introduction of alternating current, 
the magnetic effect of current and electromagnetic induction. 

• Quantum phenomena: photoelectric effect, energy levels and photon emission, wave 
particle duality. 

• Waves: including longitudinal and transverse waves, progressive and stationary waves, 
refraction, diffraction and interference. 

• Fields: the mathematics of electrostatic and gravitational fields, capacitors and magnetic 
fields. 

• Gases: the Gas Laws and how the kinetic theory of gases can explain how tiny molecules 
account for effects such as atmospheric pressure. 

• Nuclear Physics: how the structure of the atom has been uncovered, nuclear instability and 
nuclear energy. 



 

42 
 

• Particle Physics: a study of the fundamental particles and the forces that bind them 
together. 

• Astrophysics: Lenses and telescopes, non-optical telescopes, classification of stars and 
cosmology. 

• Medical physics: physics of the eye and the ear, biological measurements, non-ionizing 
imaging and X-ray imaging. 

Much of the above should be familiar from GCSE, the main differences tending to be the mathematical 
content and the difficulty of the problems and contexts. It’s challenging, but fun! 
 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Dr Neil Stewart, Head of Physics 
Email: nstewart@saintolaves.net 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

What can I do with Religious Studies? 
 
A good grade at A-Level Religious Studies demonstrates that you have the necessary analytical skills 
to follow a range of degree courses. The course is academically rigorous and intellectually challenging. 
Religious Studies is particularly relevant if you plan to work in an environment where you need to be 
literate, logical, analytical and where you need to understand other people’s point of view. At least 
Grade 7 in GCSE English (either English Language or Literature accepted) is required by students 
wishing to study A-Level Religious Studies. 
 

What will I learn on this course? 
 
A-Level Religious Studies offers the chance to grapple with the thoughts of some of the most 
influential thinkers in human history. The works of Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Descartes, Hume, Kant, 
Wittgenstein et al continue to challenge and provoke to this day. Their quest to understand what it 
means to be human and to live well continues to speak to the heart of the human experience. Likewise 
the Bible, as well as being a book of faith that is familiar to many, offers a depth of theology to surprise 
and satisfy even the most dedicated scholar. 

Students will follow the new course offered by the OCR exam board. The course has three core 
components, whose content is as follows: 

 

How will I be examined? 

Students will confirm whether they will be sitting AS Level or continuing to A-Level in the first half of 
Year 12. Examination is by written exam only. There is no coursework. 

  

1) Philosophy of Religion 2) Religious Ethics 3) Developments in Christian 
Thought 

• Plato and Aristotle 
• Soul, mind and body 
• Life after death 
• Religious experience 
• Arguments for the existence of God 
• The problem of evil 
• The nature of God 
• Religious language 
• Twentieth century developments 

• Natural Law 
• Situation Ethics 
• Kantian Ethics 
• Utilitarianism 
• Religious Ethics 
• Meta-ethics 
• Euthanasia 
• Sexual Ethics 
• Conscience 

• Human nature 
• The self and immortality 
• Knowledge and revelation 

of God 
• The Bible 
• Jesus 
• Secularism 
• Pluralism 
• Gender 

AS Level Assessment 

Philosophy of Religion Examination 1 hr 15 mins – Two essays 

Religious Ethics Examination 1 hr 15 mins – Two essays 

Developments in Christian Thought Examination 1 hr 15 mins– Two essays 

 A-Level   

Philosophy of Religion Examination 2 hrs – Three essays 

Religious Ethics Examination 2 hrs – Three essays 

Developments in Christian Thought Examination 2 hrs - Three essays 
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There is an emphasis on developing analytical skills alongside the acquisition of subject knowledge. 
 

A typical AS Level examination essay might be: Assess the effectiveness of Aristotle’s four causes in 
explaining the world. 
 

A typical A-Level examination essay might be: Evaluate the view that the thinking mind is separate 
from the body. 
 
Please refer to www.ocr.org.uk for additional information. 
 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Mr Andrew Lake, Head of Religious Studies 
Email: alake@saintolaves.net  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/
mailto:alake@saintolaves.net
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Admissions Policy 2022/2023 Entry 

1.  General 

The Governing Body is responsible for admissions. Admission is on the basis of academic ability. It is 
intended that the School will continue to offer an education particularly suited to the more academic 
child; it will also continue to offer the opportunity for the development of high standards in co-
curricular activities such as music, drama and games. In accepting a place parents/carers undertake to 
ensure their child’s full commitment to both the curricular and co-curricular life of the School. 
Parents/carers should be aware that St. Olave’s is a Church of England School. The values which inform 
the life of the School are those of the Christian faith. These values include respect for members of 
other faith communities or none. We wish to ensure that all pupils benefit from membership of an 
Anglican Foundation serving a multi-cultural community. 

2.  Year 7 Entry 

Only boys who attain the required standard in the prescribed arrangements for selection by reference 
to ability and aptitude will be eligible to be considered for admission to Year 7. Those whose 
parents/carers wish them to be considered for a place must first sit the School’s Selective Eligibility 
Test (SET), comprising Logic, Mathematics and English questions, designed to determine whether or 
not candidates are of the School’s required standard for a selective education. The required standard 
is on the basis of a rank order, with the top 450 candidates being invited back to sit the second round 
of tests. 

This will take place in September and parents/carers will be notified of the outcome of the SET in 
October, prior to submission of the Online Application Form, available from your Local Authority. The 
result of this test does not guarantee a place at St. Olave’s Grammar School. 

Boys passing the SET will then be invited to sit second stage tests in English and Mathematics. These 
will take place before the end of the Autumn term. Scores will be standardised and then aggregated, 
together with the SET marks, to allow a ranking of candidates. 

The school has 124 places available for entry into Year 7. The places offered each year will be the 
number remaining after the school has admitted boys with an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 
who meet the School’s Admission Standard and whose EHCP names St. Olave’s Grammar School. 

Where the number of applicants for admission exceeds the number of places available, the following 
criteria will be applied, in the order of priority set out below: 

• Boys who are Children Looked After (registered in public care) or who were Looked After but 
ceased to be so because they were adopted or became subject to a child arrangements orders 
or special guardianship order, including those who appear [to the admission authority] to have 
been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being 
adopted by rank order. All such children who have been placed in the initial top 450 and who 
have taken the subsequent tests will be admitted; 

• A maximum of 10 places will be available for boys in receipt of Pupil Premium by rank order; 
• Should there be insufficient applicants eligible for a place as outline above, the remaining 

places will be allocated according to rank order. 

Boys in receipt of Pupil Premium are those who have been registered for free school meals at any 
point in the six years prior to the closing date for test registration. Documentary evidence to support 
such an application will be required from the current primary school as evidence of Pupil Premium at 
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the point when a boy is registered to sit the Selective Eligibility Test. It is the parents’ responsibility to 
ensure this documentary evidence is available. The School reserves the right to withdraw the offer of 
a place if the offer has been made on the basis of an incorrect, fraudulent or misleading application. 

The testing will be competitive and places will be offered in accordance with parental preference 
under the Coordinated Admissions Scheme. In the event of aggregate standardised scores being tied 
for two or more candidates the final rank order will be determined using performance in the 
Mathematics paper, then, if required, the creative writing, then the English multiple choice, then the 
SET. In the case of a tie-break situation where more than one child has achieved the same scores, the 
remaining place(s) will be allocated using a computerised random number generator. This process will 
be carried out by a person who is independent of the school. 

In the event of withdrawals, the rank order will continue to be followed until all places are filled. Boys 
may sit the entrance test if their eleventh birthday falls between 1st September and 31st August 
(inclusive) of the academic year in which the September test is set. If their tenth birthday falls within 
this period, boys may take the test for entry into the School one academic year early and a letter of 
recommendation is received from their Head Teacher. Entry for these boys would be at the discretion 
of the Governors. Boys may sit the Entrance test once only. Boys in any age range other than those 
mentioned above will not be allowed to sit the test. 

Applications for places in Year 7 should be made by the due date in the Autumn Term prior to the 
September of admission on the Online Application Form provided by your Local Authority. Completion 
of a Supplementary Information Form (SIF) – the test registration form available from the School - will 
also be required and must be returned by the closing date set out in the School’s published timetable. 
Please note that this date is earlier than the date set for completion of the Local Authority’s form. Late 
applications will be dealt with as outlined in the co-ordinated scheme. 

If the SIF is not filled in, and not submitted to the School by the publicised date, it will mean that your 
son will not be able to take the SET. Any candidate who does not take the test will continue to be 
ranked, but missing the test will affect his priority, and he will be ranked after those who have sat the 
test. If places continue to be available after the normal admission allocation, and if there are no ranked 
candidates who have sat the test, the School will administer a further test. 

3.  ‘In-Year’ Applications for Years 7-11 

When a vacancy occurs, those on the waiting list will be invited to take written tests at the School. The 
results will be placed in rank order and the place offered to the highest ranked candidate who attains 
the required standard. 

4.  Fair Access 

Children directed via the Fair Access Protocol will take precedence over any child already on the School 
waiting list provided they demonstrate, in written tests, ability commensurate with other students in 
the year group. This includes admitting children over the published admission number. 

5.  Entry to Year 12 

Entry Criteria - Internal and External Applicants: 

• Each year a number of places are available for students from other schools. 
• Entry is open to both boys and girls and the Published Admission Number (PAN) for external 

students joining Year 12 in 2022 is 97, giving a planned cohort size of 225. 
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• Entry to Year 12 is on the basis of academic ability demonstrated by achievement at GCSE. 
Confirmed places in Year 12 can therefore only be allocated following GCSE Results Day in 
August. 

• The minimum qualification for entry into Year 12 (the entry requirements) is 9 GCSE grades 
with a total points score of 63 to include: 

o Grade 7s or higher in subjects to be followed to Advanced Level (or related subjects) 
o o And at least a Grade 6 in English and Mathematics 
o o Grades at 4 or lower will not be counted 
o o GCSEs in unreformed subjects or iGCSEs with the old letter grades, the system A*=8, 

A=7, B=6 will apply; C grades or lower will not count. 

• All students in the current Year 11 at St Olave’s Grammar School who meet the entry 
requirements and their course requirements will automatically obtain a place. 

Application Process for External Applicants 

Applications from external candidates for places in the Sixth Form should be made online via the 
School’s website. The dates for applications will be published as outlined under our Admissions 
Procedure. 

External applicants are required to submit predicted grades supplied by their current school with their 
applications. It is important to note that no offers will be made in the Spring. Offers are made only on 
the basis of results on the next working day following GCSE results day. Students must, therefore, 
submit their results to us on GCSE results day in August 2022 so that the oversubscription criteria can 
be applied. Failure to do so will mean that students can only be placed on a waiting list should others 
reject their place. 

Students may apply for a place if their sixteenth birthday falls between 1st September and 31st August 
(inclusive) of the academic year in which they apply. If their fifteenth birthday falls within this period, 
students may apply for a place for entry into the School one academic year early provided they are in 
Year 11 at secondary school and a letter of recommendation is received from the Head Teacher. Entry 
for these students would be at the discretion of the Governors. 

Oversubscription Criteria for External Applications 

There is no guarantee of a place being available in Year 12 for external applicants. Following 
publication of GCSE results, places up to the Published Admission Number (PAN) will be allocated to 
students who meet the Entry Criteria in the following order, subject to maximum set sizes not being 
exceeded in individual subjects: 

• Category 1: Any Looked-After or Previously Looked-After Children who meet the Entry 
Criteria. In the case of a tie-break situation where two or more applicants have met the 
criteria equally the remaining place(s) will be allocated by the use of a random number 
generator. 

• Category 2: Following the publication of GCSE results in August, external applicants who 
meet the Entry Criteria will be ordered according to the total points from their best nine 
GCSE results. Places in Year 12 will then be offered in order of priority. 

• Category 3: Where two or more applicants have met the criteria equally the remaining 
place(s) will be allocated by the number of Grade 9s achieved. 

• Category 4: If necessary, in the case of a tie-break situation, remaining places will be 
allocated using a random number generator. This process will be carried out by a person 
who is independent of the school. 
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It is important to note that as a result of over-subscription, the School may not be able to offer places 
to all external applicants who meet the minimum Entry Criteria. A waiting list will be compiled of 
external applicants who, in accordance with the criteria given above, cannot initially be offered places. 
This list will be maintained until the end of September. 

Please note that applicants must have the legal right to be resident in the United Kingdom at the start 
of and for the duration of their A Level programme. 

6.  Choristerships 

Each year up to four places in Year 7 may be offered, in addition to the School’s standard admission 
number, on the basis of academic ability and tenure of a Choristership at the Queen’s Chapel of the 
Savoy. Details of this scheme are advertised in December/January each year and may be obtained 
from the School Office. Academic and voice tests may be taken by boys whose tenth birthday falls 
between 1st September and 31st August (inclusive) of the academic year two years ahead of their 
entry to the School. 

7.  Admission of Children outside of their normal age group 

Parents/carers may seek a place for their child outside of their normal age group, for example, if the 
child has experienced problems such as ill health. 

The School will consider applications outside of the child's normal age group on an individual basis 
taking into account any information about the child’s academic, social and emotional development; 
where relevant, their medical history and the views of a medical professional; whether they have 
previously been educated out of their normal age group; and whether they may naturally have fallen 
into a lower age group if it were not for being born prematurely. 

Parents/carers wishing to apply for a place outside of the normal age group should contact the Head 
Teacher in writing in the first instance. 

8.  Appeal Process 

Should a parent/carer wish to appeal against the Governors’ decision not to admit their child, they 
should write to the Clerk to the Independent Appeal Panel, via the School, requesting an appeal form. 

9.  Waiting List 

A list will be maintained in accordance with the admissions criteria. 

10.  Admissions Procedure 

A timetable will be published for each admissions round giving dates for Open Day, submission of the 
online Supplementary Information Form (test registration form), and Entrance Test days. Tests may 
only be taken at the School on the appointed dates. Following the SET, parents/carers will be informed 
whether or not their child could be considered for a place at the School. Please note that this does not 
equate to a guarantee of a place at the School. The timetable for Sixth Form admissions will be 
published for Open Day. The School will comply with the locally agreed co-ordinated application 
procedures and timetables. 

 



 

 
 

 


