
AGENDA 

St. Olave’s P.A. Form Rep Meeting 

October 2020 

a) Welcome, Introductions and Apologies 
Welcome all new Form Reps to what would have been the first form rep 
meeting for this academic year!  and welcome back seasoned form reps and 
Mr Budds as we go through another strange year.  Thank you to all who have 
taken the time to submit their questions. 

b) Questions for the school 
 Mock Exams 

a. I suspect the school is still awaiting news on possible "regulated" mock exams but 
would welcome knowing what the school is currently thinking re timing of mocks if 
they are to be the usual internally run school exams. These seem especially important 
given there were no end of year 12 practice exams and in light of any possible future 
changes to assessments.  
 

b. Will the school publish a list of planned mock tests dates for Year 11 to allow pupils 
to better plan? 

 

 Lock Down/Isolation - Lessons 
a. What type/mode of learning has been set up for pupils who are self-isolating or if in 

a lockdown situation, especially for Year 13? 
 

b. Is it possible to ensure that there will be online lessons for all subjects and not only 
for a few subjects? 
 

c. Does the school have some better/ new plans for remote classes should there be a 
lockdown again?  
 

d. Why were there so few online lessons for Year 12 during lockdown before the 
summer break?  
 

e. Feedback on lockdown: it could have helped if there had been more live interactions 
between teachers and students to ensure students were still engaged and motivated.   
 

f. Could Teams be used for classroom teaching for those awaiting testing while in 
quarantine or unwell? Since recordings are automatically deleted after 7 days, 
storage should not prove a block. Are there any other factors preventing this option 
being deployed? 



 
g. Could remote learning be considered as optional at least for pupils whose parents 

can support it during this time of increase in Covid cases 
 

h. When pupils need to self-isolate, how will the school support the students so the 
pupils are aware of what has been covered at school and have the learning materials 
made available to them online.  
 

i. Remote learning works both ways  as it seems there were incidents where boys just 
watched a suggested YouTube video in a class when a teacher couldn’t come (self 
isolating). It would be great that the teacher (if he/she is not sick) could provide a 
lecture from home online. 
 

j. The Covid infection rate is rising at alarming rate and although London/Bromley is 
currently on Tier 2, there is a possibility if the infection rates are uncontrollable 
forcing schools to have to close again. How is the school planning to deliver teaching 
materials and learning online? Will there be live lessons on offer? How will the Year 
7 pupils be assessed on their progress (including identify learning gaps)? 
 

k. How will the practical elements of Science and creative subjects (ART/DT) be 
resumed?  and what Is the planned return to practicals for such subjects. 
 

l. I appreciate the school's great effort to keep the school running whilst complying 
with the gov's guideline. Please keep the school open, unless the government asks to 
shut down.  

 

 WiFi 
a. A parent raised a question regarding WiFi in M1/M2. 

 
b. The WiFi is very poor and students are often asked to upload their work after lessons. 

they then have to use mobile data at parental expense. Can an additional WiFi 
hotspot be organised for far reaching classrooms particularly as all their lessons are 
in this area. 
 

c. Overuse of data cos of bad wifi on school premises 
 

d. We are grateful the school WiFi seems to now be working most of time for most 
students. There have been a few issues reported of students sometimes straying 
away from school work and possibly disrupting others. Please could staff continue to 
remind regularly that students should use their electronic device(s) during class time 
for classwork only? 

 

 GSCE 
a. What is the current expectation for the Year 10 GCSE in RS? Will this be delayed for 

2/3  weeks? 
 

 



 
 

 YEAR 8 
a. Can we get the results for the recent tests (maths and English) as it is an indicator as 

to how the boys are doing in case we have to wait until March for a parents evening. 
 

b. The boys were only given the marks for the recent maths assessment. Is it possible 
for the boys  to see the marked papers? Since the question papers are not allowed to 
be taken home, can the teacher please go through the paper so the boys can see their 
mistakes and learn to do the questions properly. 
 

c. Waiting over a year and a half to know how the boys are doing isn’t the best but we 
do appreciate these are unusual times! Is it possible to have a Zoom parents meeting 
sometime soon, if that can be facilitated? 
 

d. GCSE options, is it possible to have some information and timelines please 
 

 LOCKERS 
a. There is so much for the boys to carry each day. It was also noted that Newstead 

found a way to make this possible for their students. Would it be possible to 
reconsider the removal of locker access, particularly for Year 7? 
 

b. At the moment, my main area of concern is 7B not having access to lockers, I am told 
that other classes in year 7 have access but not 7B. It’s a bit inconvenient having to 
carry music equipment + sports clothing around during the day. 
 

c. Lack of lockers 
 

d. Can we do something about the lockers/trays to be provided so that the boys can 
leave some of the stuff in school 
 

e. year 7 students are the smallest kids with the largest bags (more than 10 to 15% of 
body weight), they need lockers more than anyone, other secondary schools 
(including grammar school in Bexley) have provided lockers for year 7’s only, would 
the school consider something along this line? 
 

f. Would the school consider the possibility on days that the boys have PE,  they could 
go into school and spend the day in their PE uniform as other schools have adopted 
this approach to lighten the load of things to carry.  

 
 COVID MEASURES  

a. Parents appreciate the measures being taken re Covid, and the school was thanked 
for not enforcing masks in school and allowing the changing rooms to be used for 
sport. It was noted that any measures should be sensible, and mitigate any potential 
long term impact on mental health. With that in mind, some points raised for 
consideration were: 



 
b. Whether, in light of the increasing numbers of Covid-19 cases locally, there are any 

extra measures being considered by the school to minimise transmission risks? For 
example, using masks in school, or introducing hybrid learning (partly online)? 

 
c. Could the process followed in the case of a confirmed case be clarified? How would 

close contacts be defined? And what would be required in terms of quarantine and 
testing? 
 

d. The Covid alert level for Bromley is on high level alert from one minute past midnight 
on Saturday morning Oct 17, 2020. Under the government guidelines, face coverings 
to be worn by adults and pupils when moving around the premises, but not usually 
in the classroom. Will the school be following these guidelines and enforce pupils 
and adults to wear face masks everywhere except in classrooms during classes? 
 

e. School COVID control guidance, any update ?  Can student allowed to wear mask? 
 

f. The area where boys change into their sports/PE uniforms on the days when they 
have PE/games is small compared to the number of boys changing. This increases 
the risk of passing on any viruses / colds. Would the school consider allowing boys 
to come in to school in their sports uniform for the day on days when they have 
PE/Games? 

 
g. We see that children are good carriers of the virus and that is evident with the rising 

cases of covid after reopening of school. 
i. We would like to know what measures are taken so that the child does not 

carry the virus home. If God forbid the child carries the virus home and both 
parents are hospitalised, who will take care of the child ? There are many 
families who do not have enough support in such scenario. Is it worth risking 
the life of parents and the child to be affected with no proper measures 
implemented? 
 

ii. How is the bubble going to work to stop the spread of virus? The child can have 
siblings in different year group. When they come out of school and walk to the 
gate there is no year group bubble 

 
iii. Can they not be given the option of home or online schooling in this current 

state? 
 

h. Can the school term holidays be increased as it has been done in most of the counties 
now.  Also as Bromley is in high (Tier2) risk can the masks be made mandatory along 
with stricter social distancing rules 

 
 CLUBS/ GAMES/ ACTIVITES 

a. Is St Olave’s lobbying the rugby football union to allow matches to be played against 
other schools? 
 



b. When are additional sports clubs, such as fives and basketball, expected to begin 
again?  
 

c. Any chance to resume sports activities during/after school (currently only rugby on 
Tuesdays, but why not more)? 

 
d. Are there any other clubs available to the children? Or, are there any planned to 

begin shortly? If so, could details be provided. 
 

e. Given the current COVID situation, when is it expected that clubs will resume? 
 

f. If physical clubs are not possible will there be more opportunity for the boys to 
engage in extra-curricular virtual activities? 

 
g. Does the school have any personality development initiatives planned for the 

students? 
 

 PE/GAMES LESSONS 
a. Can we avoid doing the PE/Games lessons outside when it’s bad weather like 

drizzle/rains and utilize the gym or indoor area 
 

 LUNCHTIME ACTIVITIES 
a. Can the school limit for football and rugby games to be played at the top field? 

Currently, football/rugby games are also being played where Year 11 pupils are 
eating lunches and regularly hitting students in the head and body and knocking 
their snacks/lunches over. 
 

b. Since there aren’t many after school activities maybe we can have some onlines 
ones?  
 

c. Now that the weather is becoming increasingly unreliable, might the school be able 
to consider offering some lunchtime activities for the students? For example, board 
games; films; volunteering opportunities say litter picking for specific areas of the 
school, library duties etc.; outdoor activities and if the outdoor court(s)/quad can be 
dedicated for the year 7 bubble during their break for activities. Many students are 
very keen to be outside if at all possible, and it is easy for them to become bored 
and followed on from that, potentially becoming disruptive if left to their own 
devices without adequate supervision 
 

d. The boys eat their lunch outside where there is not enough tables or seating so 
many of them eat standing. Especially now that it is getting colder, would the school 
consider letting the boys eat in their classrooms instead. 
 

 WINTER WEATHER / CLASSROOMS 
a. Lack of heating/open windows, kids freezing and not being allowed to have lunch in 

class. 



 
b. Can the kids please wear coats/hats in class when cold and doors and windows 

open? 
 

c. Could the boys be encouraged to wear thermals as I think some may feel awkward 
about this especially when having to change for PE.  

 

 LUNCHES 
a. More variety at lunch please, food runs out 

 

 UNIFORM  
a. The school was requested to review the uniform, as there were some concerns about 

quality and smartness. In particular the blazer, which was said to be thin and poor 
quality.  
 

b. Please can the school allow the PTA access to the second hand uniform over half 
term so ‘socially distanced’ uniform sales can be arranged? 

 

 DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
a. What is the current status for Year 10 boys who wish to Join the Duke of Edinburgh 

scheme 
 

 NEW START TIME 
a. While many parents and students are possibly enjoying the later start (9:30 a.m.) for 

Year 7s, some parents have expressed concerns that their sons will be leaving school 
in the dark at the end of the school day (4:00 p.m.) to make their journey home 
(especially on public transport). Is it possible for the school to consider swapping 
school start time with the older year groups this academic year, so Year 7s can start 
school earlier at 8:40 a.m. and finishing at 3:15 p.m.? 

 

 WAITING AREA 
a. A rugby game was cancelled due to rain and my son had to wait in the rain outside 

school until he was picked up, 1 hour later so he was completely drenched by the 
time he was collected.   The school should provide shelter till the parents arrive in 
such circumstances and the same should be communicated to children properly, kids 
had no clue what to do.  
 

b. My son hurt himself earlier and couldn’t play rugby. He also had to wait in the rain 
until I got there. It wasn’t nice at all! School must do something about it. 

 

 TLF 
a. Can the school please send out clear communications regarding the cessation of free 

TFL travel? 



 

 SAFETY OF TEACHERS /HYGIENE OF STUDENTS 
a. No soap in the toilets – can the school or the site team ensure that this is checked 

regularly 
 

b. Broken antibac dispensers – can checks be carried out regularly to ensure they are 
working as well as filled up. 
 

c. Hygiene should be equally important to kids similar to their academic education at 
the school. Toilets must be cleaned 3x times per day as a minimum at the school 
which is in my view should be Morning, Afternoon & Evening. If there is a Financial 
issue to support this, We, as the parents, can suggest to Olaves Management that 
Olaves can suggest & request a mandatory yearly one time fundraising payment per 
kid which can be £10 to £30 per year and this budget should be only used for the 
Toilets & Hygiene related issues for the kids welfare & to their health 
 

d. Some parents who are contributing through donations to the school (through 
Virginmoneygiving) commented that they would like the PA and the school to 
consider using some of the funds to help provide PPE for the teachers (where 
applicable) 
 

 MESSAGE TO ST OLAVE’S STAFF  
a. The parents of Year 7 would like to thank all the teachers and staff for their efforts 

to make our children feel welcome, and to guide them in their education and 
development, under very challenging conditions. 
 

b. Parents wish to pass on their appreciation and thanks for everyone at the school 
trying to navigate through this pandemic and helping to support and run the 
school/classes as well as ensuring our boys all receive pastoral care especially during 
these unprecedented times. 

 
c) Any other business 
d) Date of next meeting – tbc 
e) Close – I like to thank Mr Budds for agreeing to continue  our form rep ‘meeting’. 


