
ART and Design - Key Stage 4  

Art & Design is a subject for students who enjoy observing and responding to the world 
around them, it encourages a questioning attitude and rewards curiosity, experimentation 
and self-reflection. It is highly recommended for anyone considering a future in the Creative 
Industries, including areas such as Architecture, Graphic Design, Fine Art, Film and Media, 
Computer and  Game Design, Advertising, Animation, Fashion, Illustration and a range of 
other disciplines concerned with visual communication.  
 
This broad course engages students in the study of Art, Design, visual communication and 
contextual understanding, encouraging students not only to develop their own visual work 
but also to consider how it sits within a wider context. It builds on the skills that have been 
covered at KS3 and promotes a diverse skillset which provides access to a huge range of 
progression options as well as supporting the development of many of the soft skills which 
are so highly valued by other subjects and areas of work, such as; adaptability, analysis, 
communication, creative thinking, work ethic, decision making, time management, 
motivation, flexibility, problem-solving, critical thinking and conflict resolution. 
 

Art & Design genuinely offers students the opportunity to explore ideas and themes which 
have a personal relevance for them and for them to select subject matter and content which 
will motivate and inspire. GCSE and A Level Art & Design are regarded as evidence of a broad 
education and highly valued, even for the most academic of courses, including medicine, at 
all universities including Oxford and Cambridge.  
 

Trips, visits and workshops are an integral part of the course, in the UK at GCSE and abroad 
at A Level.  This course provides students with a wide range of activities, and its practical 
nature and scope for lateral thinking make it stand out from other GCSE courses. Students 
taking Art & Design should be confident in their practical skill, their ability to generate ideas, 
their ability to work independently, be excited by the opportunity to explore and experiment 
and have a genuine interest in the subject.   
 

Course Overview: 
In Year 9 students complete a foundation course of short exercises, spanning areas of study that 
incorporate: 

• Fine Art – Painting, sculpture, printing, drawing, … 
• Graphics - Digital illustration, book and magazine design, typography, … 
• Digital Photography - Use of DSLR cameras, photography manipulation, … 

Students are encouraged to use this year as an opportunity to experiment and explore all 
areas of Art & Design regardless of their intended specialist area. At the start of year 10 
students have the opportunity begin to work towards becoming a specialist or they may opt 
to work more broadly. 
 

Assessment: 
The course is assessed through two coursework components which are completed during 
year 10 and 11. Each unit is assessed across four equally weighted assessment objectives 
which are set by Ofqual and are the same across all GCSE Art and Design specifications and all 
exam boards. 

• AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of 
sources. 

• AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques and processes. 

• AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 
progresses. 

• AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual language. 
 



 

Component 1: Portfolio Delivery: 

What's assessed: 
A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage of the 
four assessment objectives. It must include a sustained 
project evidencing the journey from initial engagement 
to the realisation of intentions and a selection of further 
work undertaken during the student’s course of study. 
 
How it's assessed: 
• No time limit 
• 96 marks 
• 60% of GCSE 
 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the 
school and moderated by eduqas during a visit. 
Moderation will normally take place in June. 

Completion of 2 or 3 distinct, 
self-contained projects 
completed during year 10 and 
the autumn term in year 11. 
Work is constantly assessed 
providing students the 
opportunity to make ongoing 
incremental improvements 
prior to completing a final 
piece of work during a 10 hour 
supervised assessment (2 
school days) at the end of the 
Winter term. 

Component 2: Externally set assignment Delivery: 

What's assessed: 
Students respond to their chosen starting point from an 
externally set assignment paper relating to their subject 
title, evidencing coverage of all four assessment 
objectives. 
 
How it's assessed: 
• Preparatory period followed by 10 hours of 
supervised time 
• 96 marks 
• 40% of GCSE 
 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by eduqas; marked by 
the school and moderated by eduqas during a visit. 
Moderation will normally take place in June. 

Immediately after the Winter 
break in yr11 eduqas release 
the NEA paper with the 
themes. 
Students have the rest of the 
Spring term until Easter to 
complete their preparatory 
studies (sketchbook and trials) 
and prepare to create an 
outcome during a 10 hour 
supervised session (2 school 
days). 

Full details of the GCSE Art course can be found at https://www.eduqas.co.uk/ 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/

