
CLASSICAL CIVILISATION - Key Stage KS5  

Classical Civilisation is the study of the ancient cultures of Greece and Rome through reading their 
literature in English translation and studying their art, architecture and history. The breadth and 
depth of the course is highly attractive to anyone who has an interest in language, literature, history, 
philosophy and art. This course can be started from scratch in the Sixth Form and requires no 
formal training in Greek or Latin. 

In Classical Civilisation, through the media of art, architecture and literature, we are asking 
ourselves how we define ourselves and come to realise how fragile and limited is our social order. 
Through the study of history, tragedy and epic, all enshrined in the civic spaces of the Ancient 
World and its buildings, especially in Fifth Century Athens and Attica, we come to appreciate a 
very earnest message that all of us and especially the governments that rule, will need a sort of 
knowledge that goes beyond the mechanics and technologies of power, and that knowledge is 
linked entirely to the discovery of the self. To read the ‘Oedipus Tyrannos’ of Sophocles or the 
‘Bacchae’ of Euripides is to appreciate the limitations of human knowledge, the frailty of human 
existence, the irrationality of the gods and the issues of our very identity. To study the art and 
ceramics of the Greek World is to visualise not only a response to the questions of identity and 
man’s relationship with the gods and his immediate history but to appreciate a mathematical, 
symmetrical and scientific method of embodying that response. 

Students wishing to study this course must obtain at least a Grade 7 in GCSE English. A Grade 7 
or above in another Humanity (e.g. History) is also preferred. Students will confirm whether they 
will be sitting AS or continuing to A-Level in the first half of Year 12.  
  
AS-Level Classical Civilisation 
  
Candidates study two papers. 

1. The World of the Hero - Greek Epic Poetry, Homer’s Odyssey.  
2. Greek Theatre. Sophocles’ Oedipus the King and Euripides’ Bacchae, Aristophanes’ The 

Frogs. A selection of ancient Greek vases are also studied as archaeological sources for 
the theatre. 

Both papers are worth 65 marks and are 90 minutes in length. 
  
A-Level Classical Civilisation 
  
Candidates study three papers. 
  
1. Homer’s Odyssey and Virgil’s Aeneid. 100 marks. 140 minutes long. 
2. Greek Theatre (as above). 75marks. 105 minutes long. 
3. Democracy and the Athenians. 75 marks. 105 minutes long. 
  
ENRICHMENT 
A visit to Classical sites in the Mediterranean Basin during Activity Week Two has been 
undertaken in the past. 
 
  
ASSOCIATED CAREERS 

Classical Civilisation complements any combination of A-Level subjects. Alone or as part of a 
Classics Degree  (Latin, Greek, Classical Civilisation, Ancient History) it is regarded by 
employers as an illustration of an ability to think logically and coherently; it therefore, in 
combination with suitable work experience and specialist training from the employer opens doors 
to a variety of careers from accountancy and consultancy to the diplomatic corps, Foreign Office, 
civil service and the law. Likewise the essay writing and analysis skills taught support careers in 
the natural sciences and engineering. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Mr A.K.J. Carroll, Head of Classics 
Email: acarroll@saintolaves.net  

http://acarroll@saintolaves.net/

