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It was a pleasure to meet so many Old Olavians for 

the annual dinner recently, where former Head of 

Classics, Mr David Craig, entertained the audience as 

guest speaker. Many Old Olavians talked about how 

special St. Olave’s is in creating a legacy which lasts 

decades, and how they have an interest in giving 

something back.  It was also good to hear how hugely 

grateful past students are for what St. Olave’s gave 

them, and not just because of the teaching, support, guidance towards university and future 

careers, but because they remember enjoying coming to school. They are proud they went to 

St. Olave’s and being part of an exceptional school. Thank you to all Old Olavians who attended 

the dinner and a special thanks to Mrs Andrews for organising the event.  

After a long wait, we have gained a place in the Hans 

Woyda Mathematical tournament, an annual 

competition involving 64 schools from across Greater 

London. We had our first match ever, playing Eltham 

College, in the group stages of the competition. The 

school was represented, away at Eltham, by Shaurya 

Mehta (Y9), Ben Joshua Yip (Y11), Daniel Shahrabi Atari 

(Y12) and Velian Velikov 

(Y13). St. Olave’s started as they mean to go on, scoring 54 points to 

Eltham’s 24, with strong performances by all our representatives. 

Eltham were wonderful hosts. Well done to all the participants. We look 

forward to our next two group stage matches, against Colfe’s and 

Bromley High.  

We are delighted to announce that the following Year 7 

students won prizes for excellent effort in their European 

Day of Languages, Secret Agent Booklets: EDoL winners 

Sachin Prakash, Victory Osimen, Harsha Tiruveedhula, 

Daniel Macedo, Joshua Li Rey, Zachary Chan. Similarly,     

the winners of our 

Languages Poetry 

Competition, as 

organised and run by the MFL Prefects in Year 13, were 

decided. In 1st place is Habibah Choudhry, in 2nd place, 

Shaurya Mehta, and in 3rd place, Sachin Prakash. Habibah 

said the following about the inspiration behind her poem: 

‘My poem is a bilingual poem discussing the many issues almost every girl faces in South Asian   

 



culture. I chose to write it in Urdu as it is my mother-tongue but also because, to those who 

understand the language (and can read it), it will hold more gravity as many words, and, more 

importantly, feelings are lost through translation. They say the times have changed and yet 

people's mindset hasn't - why is it that a woman's is based on her appearance or on her  

choices of freedom.  Freedom doesn't just mean wearing what clothes you want, it means having 

mental freedom to believe more than just what is prescribed to you, and I think that is what my 

poem ultimately argues there is a lack of.’ The three winning entries and further comments from  

the poets can be read on the MFL SharePoint Blog here: 

https://stolavesgrammarschool.sharepoint.com/sites/MFLSocietyBlog. Huge congratulations to 

these students on their motivation and achievement.  

Congratulations to the St. Olave’s skiing team who competed in the Kent 

Schools’ Skiing Championship. They managed to finish 2nd in the Male 

Secondary Senior category and 6th overall. Oliver Tovarlaza came  5th, Tommy 

Higgins 11th and Victor Nguyen 12th in their category. Well done to the entire 

team! 

I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have 

happened recently: 

• Well done to Year 11 student, Sanay Pandey, who achieved a Distinction in his LAMDA 

Grade 7 examination in Public Speaking.  

• Well done to Year 9 student, Nathan Inwang, who achieved a Distinction in his Grade 5 

Piano examination and a Merit in his Grade 5 Bassoon examination.  

• Congratulations to Year 9 student, Ankit Gaekwad, who achieved a Merit in his Grade 4 

Piano practical examination. 

Please remind your child to take part in Inktober 

2021, a weekly art competition for the month of 

October. Each week there will be one prompt to draw 

a sketch from, at a maximum size of A4. There will be 

one winner for the best entry submitted, who will 

win 100 house points, their house water bottle and 

sweets. The house with the most entries will win 100 

house points, 75 for 2nd place, 50 for 3rd place and    

25 points for the house with the least entries. Every sketch counts towards your house on the 

leader board! This week’s prompt is sprout. Please email any entries to 

housecaptains@saintolaves.net by Friday the end of school today. 

Teen Tips are dedicating a month to the topic of self-harm to 

ensure you get all the resources you need. To start, they have 

recorded a webinar with a leading expert on self-harm, Satveer 

Nijjar. Satveer is the founder of 'Attention Seekers Training', a CPD Accredited Self-Harm 

Awareness course, and the winner of ‘Most Inspirational Person of the Year’ at the Midland’s 

Business Community and Charity Awards. This webinar is for anyone who wants to improve their 

knowledge on a topic that is often misunderstood and stigmatised. It will also help to improve 

responses to disclosures of self-harm and can be found by following this link.  

 

 

 

https://stolavesgrammarschool.sharepoint.com/sites/MFLSocietyBlog
https://stolavesgrammarschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/arees_saintolaves_net/Documents/headmaster/Newsletter/housecaptains@saintolaves.net
https://www.teentips.co.uk/monthly-parenting-webinars/


A reminder that as part of our usual programme of community-based projects and fund raising 

we are running our Harvest collection up until half term. This collection is to be given to the 

Bromley Borough Foodbank to support all those who are unable to feed their families and need 

help. We have a proud heritage of collecting at Harvest time and it would be wonderful if you 

could assist with this. There are collection boxes outside the Chapel entrance. 

We would be interested in hearing from any parents willing to volunteer between 12:40 pm and 

3:30 pm to help with First Aid. Any volunteers would need to have a first aid certification or 

nursing experience. Please email office@saintolaves.net if you are able to help. 

As part of ongoing efforts to reduce the School’s environmental impact, Environmental Society 

is pleased to announce that it will once again be running a second-hand textbook and revision 

guide sale. These valuable learning materials have been collected from within the Olavian 

community and will be available for students to purchase with cash in Room 31 from 12:40 pm 

to 13:30 pm on Monday 18 October. Please do make the most of this opportunity to reduce 

waste, save money, and raise funds to further environmental goals within St. Olave’s. 

Finally, the Secretary of State for Education and 

the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care 

have written a joint letter to parents about the 

vaccination of children aged 12 to 15 and the 

importance of continuing with twice-weekly 

COVID-19 testing and reporting. The letter 

provides information on COVID-19 testing and 

advises that, in response to potential outbreaks, 

local health teams may advise additional testing and isolation protocols at your school or college. 

For example, if a student or pupil is identified as a close contact by NHS Test and Trace, they may 

be asked to take daily lateral flow device (LFD) tests, while they wait for their PCR test result. In 

this scenario, they should continue to attend school or college as long as their LFD test results 

remain negative. Alongside the letter are some frequently answered questions for parents, from 

Dr Mary Ramsay, Head of Immunisation.  

A copy of the letter is available to download. Please share this letter and the frequently asked 

questions with your parent networks. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student 

endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via 

colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to 

include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have 

published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school 

and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer 

is called ‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please 

contact the Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 
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