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The mental health and wellbeing of staff in education settings has always been 

important, but it is now more important than ever in the context of the pandemic 

and moving towards recovery. I know from speaking to parents that you are 

immensely grateful for the work our staff do to educate your child and often thank 

them for their dedication to the profession. The new Secretary of State for 

Education, Nadhim Zahawi, has created The Education Staff Wellbeing Charter, 

which can be read by following this link. The charter sets out commitments from 

the DfE, from Ofsted and employers working in education on actions to protect 

and promote the wellbeing of education staff. One thing the charter highlights is communications and 

the impact of accessing email whilst teaching and outside school hours. I would like to stress that there 

is no expectation on staff to check emails during the day if they are teaching. We want our teachers 

to provide the best teaching and learning experience for your child and therefore parents should not 

expect an immediate response after an email is sent. We also stress that they are not expected to 

check emails outside working hours and are strongly advised not to the check them on the weekends 

or when they are off sick or on leave. We encourage staff to only send emails between 7:00 am and 

7:00 pm so please also do not expect an email outside these hours. We do believe it is reasonable for 

a response to be given within 48 hours so please do contact us again if you have not received a 

response to your email within two working days. The wellbeing of staff and students remains a priority. 

It is important we all recognise our responsibility for the wellbeing and mental health of staff and this 

must be shared across the entire education system. It is recognised that improving wellbeing of staff 

at St. Olave’s can help to both increase the chance of keeping current talent and heighten the appeal 

of the school to new talent in the long-term. Thank you for your anticipated support with this matter. 

 

Around 750 prospective students and their parents 

attended the Sixth Form Open Evening for external 

applicants. Thank you to all the Sixth Form student 

volunteers who engaged our visitors with charm and 

courtesy, sharing information with them and helping 

them to find their way around the site. I received many 

positive comments about the quality of the talks taking 

place in departments, with parents expressing their 

wish to return to school to begin studying once again. Thank you to all staff who supported this 

successful event as well as the PA for providing invaluable refreshments. For those who were unable 

to attend the evening, further information can be found on the school website by following this link. 
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1034032/DfE_Education_Workforce_Welbeing_Charter_Nov21.pdf
https://www.saintolaves.net/33/sixth-form


The School and our new caterers, The Pantry, are playing their 

part in reducing food waste and supporting local vulnerable 

families by partnering with The Community Fridge initiative on the 

Ramsden Estate. Excess food stock from The Pantry and other 

local suppliers is distributed twice weekly with the help of 

volunteers, including staff, parents and pupils from St. Olaves. 

Thank you to Year 10 student, Ethan, who helped recently serving 

people from the community.  

Our Senior Maths Challenge results are in! This year, all 

of Year 11, all Year 12 mathematicians, around 30 Year 

13 students and 3 Year 9 students took part in the annual 

competition aimed at Year 12 and 13. Congratulations to 

all students who took part. This year’s results are 

phenomenal. From 356 entries, students were awarded 

65 Gold, 114 Silver and 152 Bronze certificates, with an 

incredible 9 students qualifying for the British 

Mathematical Olympiad, placing them in the top 1000 (approx) of all entries, including Ben Joshua Yip 

(Year 11) and Shaurya Mehta (Year 11). Velian Velikov gained the maximum score of 125, with Kathir 

Saravanan and Hieronym Lecybyl both following close behind with 120. Additionally, 56 students 

qualified for the Senior Kangaroo (top 5000, approx), including both remaining Year 9 students: Shrish 

Deveramani and Veerarjun Jassal. We wish our students the very best in the follow-on rounds which 

will take place on Thursday 2 December. 

 

On Monday 22 November, the German department 

welcomed Wanda Marshall, an expert in the German GCSE 

and A-Level examinations with AQA. Mrs Marshall regularly 

consults on study guides for those exams, working with 

Hodder Education; is a speaking examiner with AQA for German, and teaches the Edexcel A-Level 

German course. With over twenty years of teaching experience and leading languages departments, 

she is highly qualified and can share a wealth of information and advice. Mrs Marshall ran an exams 

skills session in the morning for Year 11 Germanists, and another exams skills session in the afternoon 

for the Year 13 German class. Students worked through a booklet of resources and were able to 

practise exam questions and ask their own questions about the course and exams. This was a hugely 

valuable experience, and we are extremely grateful to Mrs Marshall for working with our students. 

 

On Saturday 20 November, around 70 Year 13 

students took part in Interview Preparation Day. For 

the second year, the event was held online in order to 

reflect the fact that many universities are continuing 

to interview students remotely. The morning started 

with a group session that was used to discuss some 

important points surrounding interview technique 

and we also considered some of the myths 

surrounding university interviews. Students then had an individual 30-minute interview and feedback 

in their subject. As always, we are extremely grateful to the volunteers who conducted interviews and 

would like to thank them for their time. They are staff, parents and Old Olavians who give up their 

 

 

 



time to help the Year 13s. Students found the interviews incredibly useful as it gives them a chance to 

consider their chosen subject from a different angle, but the experience also gives them confidence 

for the real interviews which are just starting to take place. The feedback received from interviewers 

was extremely positive, reflecting the calibre of students we have in the Sixth Form at St. Olave’s. If 

you would be interested in helping out next year on Saturday 19 November 2022, please contact  

Mr Birtchnell (mbirtchnell@saintolaves.net) to be added to the mailing list. 
 

A reminder that in this week’s Teen Tips, we learn about Sibling 

Rivalry and Family Dynamics with parenting expert, Alicia 

Drummond. There will be a talk on Wednesday 8 December at 

6:30pm, with a recording made available in The Wellbeing Hub for one week. Alicia is a BACP 

accredited therapist, parent coach, speaker, author of ‘Why Every Teenager Needs a Parrot’ and, most 

importantly, a mother. She works with over 170 schools, delivering webinars, talks and workshops to 

parents, staff and pupils, and is the creator of The Wellbeing Hub. Working upstream is the most 

effective way of preventing mental ill-health which is why she works to help parents, staff and pupils 

deepen their understanding of childhood and adolescence. Learn how to support your family and 

create an environment in which your child thrives. Alicia will take a deep dive into the dynamics and 

relationships of family life, systemic theory and intergenerational parenting, which will help you to 

prevent potential problems down the line. Further information can be found by following this link. 

I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have 

happened recently: 

• Well done to Year 7 student Aarush, who won Gold in table tennis at the HGTT 
academy tournament.  

• Congratulations to Year 13 student Hardiv Harshakumar for winning the EDT 
Industrial cadets silver level at the EDT Cadets Award ceremony. 

 

Finally, on Wednesday night, we had an outstanding Mid Term Concert. Thank you to all the 

performers and also the staff who accompanied many of the performances. I will update you further 

about this wonderful evening in next week’s Newsletter. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 
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