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I wanted to start with an update about the All-Weather Pitch. Finally, after years of working with the 

planners from the Local Authority, we have a date in January to begin construction. This will give the 

School a fantastic modern facility to play a range of sports, including hockey and tennis, even when 

the days are shorter due to the pitch being floodlight. I will keep updating you with photographs 

through the build and we hope to have full use early in the Summer Term.  

We are currently looking to recruit a Development Manager, who will manage a small team, and lead 

our fundraising efforts through engagement with our alumnae, exploring charitable foundations and 

government improvement programmes, building relationships with the parents and the local 

community, as well as driving incremental revenue via a comprehensive Lettings Strategy. If you are 

interested in this role, further details can be found on the school website by following this link or 

please contact the School Office to arrange an initial conversation on this position.  

The Government has announced its intention to test all secondary school students after the Christmas 

break during the week beginning 4 January 2022. We as a school are keen to do what we can to help 

our community remain safe and so our intention is to implement this as far as is possible. Please would 

you ensure your child continues to regularly test throughout the holiday. Most of student LFT testing 

will be carried out on Wednesday 5 January 2022. Students will be required to register (this is a school 

day), attend an assembly and carry out an in school LFT. They will then be free to go apart from  

Year 11 who are having their mock examinations. Please see the separate communication from  

Mrs Maxwell, which can also be found on the school website by following this link.  

The weather has been changeable recently so I wanted to highlight 

that in the event of severe weather, I will inform parents before            

6:15 am whether the school is open or closed on that day. I would 

hope this may be able to be done the night before, but you will 

understand that this is not always possible. A notice will be posted on 

the main page of the school website and tweeted by 6:30 am or as 

soon as possible thereafter. Where possible a school hotline will 

operate between 8:30 am – 3:30 pm. A message will also be sent to 

all parents and school members via InTouch email and updates will be given throughout the day. Work 

will be set for students via Teams. 

A reminder that School will start at 10:30 am on Monday 13 

December due to the Christmas Carols and Holy Communion 

service, which will take place in the School Chapel from             

9:00 am. Students, Parents and Staff are very welcome to 

attend this service. Students not going to the service should 

report to the Small Hall when they arrive and will be dismissed 

at 10:30 am for registration.  

 

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies
https://stolaves.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Covid-Testing-1.pdf?t=1638278548


On Wednesday 24 November the audience was 

treated to an evening of outstanding 

performances by many talented instrumentalists 

across all age ranges at St. Olave’s. Wind Band 

opened the Mid-Term concert with a medley of 

Glenn Miller classics, including ‘In The Mood’, 

‘Little Brown Jug’ and ‘American Patrol’. Wei Hong 

Song and David Wade of Year 9 and 8 respectively 

gave delightfully contrasting performances of, 

first, a lyrical Rachmaninov song arranged for violin 

and piano, followed by a punchy, high-spirited 21st 

Century trombone number. Improvisation Ensemble transported us to another genre entirely, closing 

the first half with the popular Brazilian tune ‘Tico Tico’. After a brief interval, the String Group, joined 

bizarrely by Mrs Attwood on the bassoon and Mr Blew on the piano, presented a bubbly Baroque 

Bourree by Handel. Year 13 student Matias Morgan should be highly commended for an impressive 

rendition of Schubert’s virtuosic ‘Impromptu in Eb major’ on the piano. Alfie Beston of Year 10 closed 

the evening’s performances in true style, having contacted the composer Nigel Hitchcock to ask 

whether he could perform the piece ‘Interval’, transcribing this arrangement for alto saxophone and 

piano entirely himself and by ear. It was a particularly happy occasion for our musicians to be 

performing so expressively for a live audience once again, having had several concerts cancelled due 

to the ongoing pandemic. We would like to thank Mr Price, Mrs Attwood, Mr Bullard, Mr Blew and  

Ms Hatton for their contributions to ensemble items, as well as the PA for providing refreshments for 

performers and audience alike. I would also like to remind that you are invited to the Christmas 

Concert on Wednesday 15 December at 7:00 pm in the Great Hall. 

Every year, in October, we celebrate the Black History 

Month at St. Olave’s and the huge contribution that 

Black men and women have made to British society. 

Our BHM show this year was postponed due to illness, 

so it was a great pleasure that the show was able to 

take place on Tuesday. The show was a wonderful 

showcase of the talent, diversity and richness, which 

exists within the school There was an array of musical 

performances, including bands, choirs, raps, soloists, drama pieces and poetry recitals, including 

poetry written by current Olavians and famous poets. The whole school congratulated the 

performances and left with a greater appreciation of Black history.  

Last Wednesday Year 11 students had a day devoted to 

improving their writing skills. The first of three sessions 

focussed on developing structure and language skills in non-

fiction writing, the second session explored character and plot, 

and the final session was dedicated to setting and plot in fiction 

writing.  We hope students had the opportunity to build their 

confidence, hone their skills and think carefully about shaping 

their writing for effect. The writing section of the Language 

exams are worth 50% of the English Language GCSE so it is important that students continue to work 

on developing these skills as they prepare for their first English Language mock on the 9 December, 

and their second Language mock in January.  We hope students will also be able to attend the online 

revision session for section A of the Language papers on Saturday 4 December, from 9:30 am until 

12:00 pm. 

 



 

 

Thank you to the Art Department and Ms Ahmad for their work with Year 8.  Students had to research 

and draw narrative scenes for their homework. The top pieces were by Terry Chen Yu Liu, Nikola 

Atanasov, Kobe New-Mella, Dominic Bavidge, Rohan Pandit, Ireoluwawole Onigbode and outstanding 

mention to Samuel Christy David. They are the Artists of the Month. 

 
 

On Wednesday 24 November, Year 12 and 13 

French students took advantage of attending a 

one-hour webinar, organised by the BFI 

Southbank. It was given by Muriel Huet, a 

freelance French teacher who has delivered 

talks live at the BFI, in the past, on similar 

aspects of French cinema. The webinar was 

supported by a worksheet to complete through 

the interactive presentation. The themes of 

realism and nostalgia in French cinema were 

exemplified through extracts and analysis of 

four key films, including the film which is 

studied to A level: ‘Au revoir les enfants’. Students were able to understand better how to analyse a 

film from camera angles to the use of scenarios through characteristics of the cinema of the French 

New Wave. The hour was packed with information and very beneficial to anyone preparing for the A 

level. 

 

 



 

On Friday, 26 November, Tony Ndukwu, Year 11, qualified for the final 

of the ‘International German Olympics’ which will be in Hamburg in 

August 2022! Tony had to speak in front of the judges and other 

contestants about his free time, beliefs, and his personal qualities, and 

then discuss in a group for 12 minutes what teenagers tend to use 

social media for, and how that usage changed with the Covid-19 

pandemic, as well as presenting his own opinion on this. This was all 

spontaneous speaking, fully in German. Tony has done fantastically 

well as only he and one other student from the UK qualified to go through to the final in 2022. Tony 

will be able to go out to Hamburg and stay there in a hotel undertaking not only the final of the 

competition, but also a full programme of German learning events, all paid for and provided by the 

Goethe Institut. This is a fantastic achievement – and opportunity for 2022 – and we are extremely 

proud of Tony for this. Gut gemacht! On Tuesday 30 November, 20 Year 11 students travelled into 

London to the Goethe Institut to complete an 'escape room' - entirely in German! The students worked 

in groups of 5 against each other to piece together clues in order 

to identify the hacker of the Goethe Institut correctly. After lunch, 

the Year 11s went to the Natural History Museum where they 

completed a German-themed quiz. The winners of the escape 

room and the best quiz team were awarded prizes for their 

achievements. The day was very much enjoyed by all, and Ayman 

Chowdhury in Year 11 will be releasing an article as part of the 

Young Reporter programme about the excursion, which can be 

read by following this link.  

In this week’s Teen Tips, they talk to Hope Virgo, an author and 

award-winning advocate for people with eating disorders, about 

her experience of living with anorexia and what to look out for if 

you suspect a young person is struggling with an eating disorder. We discuss the misconceptions, 

stereotypes and stigma surrounding eating disorders, and how to support a young person struggling 

with disordered eating and/or an eating disorder. Further information can be found by following this 

link. 

I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have happened recently: 

• Well done to Year 12 student, Yani who won the Southeast Cyclocross 

Junior Regional Championships on Sunday.  

• Congratulations to Year 12 student, Siddharth Mishra who won 1st place 

in the Maidstone Music Festival. 

• Congratulations to Year 9 student Kirthi Murali Krishnan Mani, who 

obtained a merit in his Grade 4 violin examination.  

 

  

https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/reviews/filmreviews/19752954.goethe-institut---best-way-learn-german-ayman-chowdhury-st-olaves-grammar-school/
https://club.teentips.co.uk/resources/eating-disorders-with-author-leading-advocate-hope-virgo/


 

Finally, the current standings in the House Competition are: 

 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

