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Our annual Service of Thanksgiving 

and Commemoration took place 

yesterday in the splendid setting of 

Southwark Cathedral. The 

Reverend Canon Thomas 

Woodhouse, Chaplain, The 

Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy 

within the Duchy of Lancaster gave 

an inspiring address to a packed 

cathedral of guests, including the 

Mayor of Bromley, governors, 

students, staff, parents and Old 

Olavians. The outgoing Senior Prefect Team and members of staff read the traditional verses before 

the whole cathedral resounded to the final hymn, ‘Jerusalem’. I hope that, particularly for our  

Year 13s who are shortly to leave us, this will have been a memorable and emotional occasion to look 

back on in years to come. Thank you to our Chaplain, Reverend Dr Julie Bowen for overseeing the 

organisation of this wonderful occasion. 

It was a pleasure to attend the Senior Prefect Team training 

with Mr Birtchnell at St Benedict’s Centre in West Malling 

earlier this week. We believe it is essential for this key group 

to have the time and space to explore their vision and how 

they want to implement this over the next twelve months. 

The team looked at different leadership styles, what makes 

a great leader and what activities need to take place to 

achieve their vision. The day finished with them presenting 

their vision, which looked at ‘creating a more inclusive and 

integrated school family, with an intertwined community of 

old and new students that stretches far beyond the gates of the school.’ Thank you to Mr Birtchnell 

for organising the day and to the students for engaging fully with the ideas they encountered. It is 

good to know the school is in such capable hands! 

Fasting is common over most religions and Ramadan is 

about fasting, generosity, charity, self-discipline, and 

recharging our spiritual, as well as physical, selves. On 

Friday 22 April, we held the first ever school Iftar in the 

whole of Bromley. In the event, our Islamic society 

hoped to share the spirit of Ramadan and was 

extremely successful in doing so. Leaders from 

different faiths (Islamic, Christian, Jewish, and Hindu) 

were invited to share the virtues of fasting across different religions. With over 120 people present,  

  



the programme ranged from recitations of the Holy Quran to a comedic performance from 'Prince 

Abdi'. An auction of special Islamic art and calligraphy was also conducted by Year 12 student, Amaan 

Hamid. The food is one of the fundamental aspects to the Iftar as it is the time for ‘breaking of the 

fast’ at sunset. The meal shared to those who attended was excellent. Thank you to everyone involved, 

especially student organisers, Habibah Choudhry and Sulaiman Galaria, who were key in getting this 

event organised alongside Head of Computing Mrs Zeshan, the PA and many parents. We were also 

thanked by the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, which can be seen below: 

 

After working on their scripted pieces in Drama last 

term, Year 8 have been performing their ten-minute 

plays over two weeks during their lessons. Plays 

included Blackadder sketches, ‘The King’s New 

Clothes,’ Chaucer’s ‘The Pardoner’s Tale, a dystopian 

play about consumerism and a play about a football 

team struggling to get enough players.  Performing in 

the Great Hall, on stage, under lights, in front of an 

audience was a daunting task for some of our students, but they all met the challenge and excelled. 

Thank you to the parents who were able to come and join us, and congratulations to the students - I 

look forward to seeing many of you involved in school drama next year. 

 

 



The summer term offers an opportunity for students to indulge their passions in different sports and 

already we have had good turn-out to cricket, athletics and tennis training. Saturday cricket fixtures 

begin this week as do several cup fixtures, and we wish them well in these matches. On Wednesday 

our Year 9 and Year 10 athletes competed in the West Kent Championships and did themselves proud 

with several notable performances finishing in the top three, and Sonny Landeman and John Davies 

both winning their triple jump event. 

Emily Kerr, Sophie Kerr and Franklin Baron attended, by 

invitation, the Classics and Ancient History subject exploration 

day at St. John’s College, Oxford on Thursday 21 April. The 

students met all the tutors and gained insight into what 

Classics and other similar courses are like at Oxford. Emily 

received a commendation in the literature category for her 

essay on self-sufficiency in the ancient world from Dr Emma 

Greensmith. Franklin attended talks about the role of tribunes 

within the Roman legislature, about the meaning of dreams in antiquity and the importance of 

Asclepius in the development of dream treatment. Emily and Sophie went to talks about gender desire 

in Sappho and Catullus, Epictetus’ response to wrongdoing in Euripides’ ‘Medea’ and one on micro-

revolutions in ancient literature. The day was extremely interesting and they gained a great deal of 

knowledge about Classics at Oxford, as well as university life. 

May I remind you that there are a number of opportunities avaialble for you, your family or friends to 

join us at St. Olave’s, especially if you are involved in education. We are currently looking to recruit: 

• A Careers Lead 

• A Caretaker (with responsibiltiy for lettings) 

Further details can be found about these roles on the school website by following this link. Please tell 

your friends and family and ask them to contact the school if they are interested in any of these posts. 

 

Over the last five months a group of Year 12 students have 

been working hard to design, build and program an 

autonomous robot to compete in a national competition 

against other schools. This culminated in a visit to the 

University of Southampton to compete in the finals last 

weekend. Over the weekend the team worked hard so the 

robot worked as effectively as possible. This hard work and 

inability to accept failure was finally rewarded with a win in 

their 14th match and making it into the knockout rounds. The 

camaraderie which had developed was testament to the skills 

and teamwork that all participants had developed over the 

competition. The lessons learnt will be invaluable in coming 

back next year stronger. Thank you to Mr Savage for spending 

so many hours after school and at weekends helping prepare 

for the competition over the last few months and to both      

Mr Savage and Mr Clegg for accompanying the students to 

Southampton.  

 

https://www.saintolaves.net/27/staff-vacancies?search=vacancies


In my series of highlighting societies, which take place within school, 

this week it is the turn of the Philosophy and Politics Society. The 

president of this Society in Laura Gander. Across the academic year 

there has been a broad spectrum of student led talks, many 

examining the role of the state, including its duty to different groups 

within society and balancing the relationship between religion and 

government. This has been coupled with debates about the best 

ethical ideologies to use as a framework for governing, considering 

the merits of utilitarianism, deontology and different thought experiments such as ‘the trolley 

problem’ of utilitarianism which arise when such theories are implemented on a wide scale. Other 

students have led discussions which have examined more niche philosophical schools of thought such 

as anarchism and egoism and their influence on human nature. Human nature has also been explored 

in discussions about the morality of crime and the ethics of protesting, which proved extremely topical 

in the wake of climate change protests. More contemporary ethical discussions have also been held, 

such as who deserves rights in a society, spanning from criminals to robots to plants, to the influence 

on social media on the idea of human free will. Talks have also been given about the merit of 

philosophy itself, exploring its importance in comparison to science, and its role when helping people 

understand and appreciate art. Overall in this academic year, a wide range of topics have been 

rigorously examined in Philosophy and Politics Society. 

I would like to celebrate other impressive student achievements, which have happened recently:  

• Congratulations to Year 11 student, Timothy Oboh, who has been selected 

to be a member of the England U16s squad for the 2022 Four Nations 

Tournament from Friday 6 May to Sunday 8 May in Dundee.  

• Congratulations to Old Olavian, Abhishek Patel, who has been appointed to 

a Bye-Fellowship at Emmanuel College. 

I hope you enjoy the sunshine and wish you all a restful and peaceful weekend.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The offer is called 

‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing order. Please contact the 

Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information. 

https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

