
2 September 2022 
Dear Parents/Carers, Students, Governors, Old Olavians                                                           
                                                         
Headteacher’s Newsletter 158 
 
I hope you all had an enjoyable summer and you are looking forward to the new school year. 
 
It was with great 

excitement, anticipation, 

planning and care that we 

welcomed students back in 

school for their Induction 

Days and Tutorial Days. 

Students had individual 

appointments with their 

tutors to discuss any 

challenges, anxieties and 

worries about returning to 

school. The whole school 

returned today to commence lessons. Please do contact your child’s form tutor or Head of Year if you 

have any questions or concerns.  

I would like to congratulate and extend a very warm welcome 

to all our new students in Years 7 and 12 and their parents. I 

hope that you will find this weekly Headteacher’s Newsletter 

a helpful mechanism for keeping track of, and celebrating, 

what is happening in school. Alternatively, to keep up to date 

with all the latest news, please follow us on twitter 

@saintolaves or look at the information available on our 

website. A site map can be found by following this link, and 

it highlights the locations of the most useful content. A bulletin about careers can also be found in the 

Appendix at the end of the Newsletter on a regular basis. 

Congratulations to all students on their 

achievements at A Level, AS Level and 

GCSE this summer. The way with which 

students have adapted to the challenges 

presented as they prepared for these 

examinations, not just academically, is 

profoundly impressive. I cannot thank 

them and their teachers enough. At A 

Level, 96.4%  of  the grades achieved were  
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A* to B with 59% being at A*, and 87% 

being at A*/A. There were some 

exceptional individual results, which 

include 93 students securing 3 A* grades or 

more. At 96.4% A* to B were our best 

results ever.  At GCSE, 91.0% of the grades 

secured by pupils were grades 9-7, with 

51% being at 9 and 77% being at 9/8, This 

included 14 students securing all 9s.  These 

figures were higher than 2019. I do hope 

students can take stock of their achievements and allow themselves a moment to feel a sense of pride. 

A great deal of what they have accomplished cannot be measured. Their contribution to co-curricular 

activities, to teams and societies, to charitable causes, their leadership on student councils, and being 

role models for younger members of the School has been notable. These are the things which are not 

directly related to examinations grades but are achievements of enormous value. I know as Olavians 

they will continue to contribute to life in the Sixth Form or at university. We wish them all every 

success as they move onto the next stage of their education and lives. 

Over the summer holidays, the school has again been a 

building site due to the copious amount of work taking 

place. Areas of the school have been spruced and tidied 

up, and we are currently on phase 3 of major roofing 

repairs. Money from the Old Olavian Society has 

enabled the Great Hall’s sound and lighting to be 

upgraded, and this should help enormously with the quality of presentations that 

we deliver. Two new stained-glass windows have also been installed following a 

kind bequest by Old Olavian, Bertie Robinson.   

Two of our IT Rooms have been refurbished with new computers and 

monitors as well new flooring, desks and chairs. This refurbishment has 

been funded by money raised by the PA.  Thank you to everyone for 

organising this work.  

 

There have been several staffing changes since the end of last term and the following members of 

staff have joined us: 

• Andrew Lay - Head of Economics 

• Sandra Potter - Part-time Teacher of Economics 

• Naresh Proddaturi - Teacher of Mathematics/Computing 

• Lil Foster – Teacher of Mathematics 

• Milly Chung-Faye – Teacher of Chemistry (ECT) 

• Max Johnson - Teacher of Physical Education (ECT) 

• Lidia Prestipino - Teacher of German (maternity cover) (ECT) 

• Alfie Willmott - Part-time Teacher of Art (ECT) 

 

 



• Naomi Ashley-Thorne – School Counsellor 

• Tessa Molloy – Careers Lead 

• Tiffany Barradell - Part-time Learning Support Assistant 

• Nicola Haughey – Cover Supervisor 

• Olga Kapitanska-Miekus  - Part-Time Art Technician 

• Matthew Lane – Rugby Coach 

• Charlie Stocks – Rugby Coach 

I am sure you will want to join me in welcoming them all to the school. 

There have been a number of achievements, events and successes over the summer:  

• Year 13 student, Genesis Nsenga, has recently been volunteering at the 

new wallball courts in Canada Water to raise awareness of the sport 

and get more people to give it a go. He was interviewed on the BBC 

about wallball and its possible inclusion at the Olympics. Genesis can 

be seen talking in the following link. 

• Year 13 students, Joshua Señoron and Harry Chen, made it to the finals of the BAFTA young 

game designer competition with their game ‘Robot Waiter’. They were highly commended for 

“a unique and brilliantly executed game”.  All the more impressive as it went from conception 

to finished project in a week.  One of many areas highlighted by the judges’ feedback was the 

unique music for each level which allowed Joshua and Harry to combine their passion for 

composing music into a game that they created. It is available to play by following this link.  

• Congratulations to Ayan Mahajan who attended several prestigious badminton competitions 

over the summer, including the Kent U17 tournaments where he won Gold in both the singles 

and the men’s Doubles! 

• Well done to Year 8 students, Farhaan and Debaditya, who participated 

in the ‘Kent Futures 2022’ badminton tournament and won second place 

(Silver) in the Boys Doubles U14 category. 

• Congratulations to Year 12 student, Aaditya Nandwani, who achieved a 

Distinction in his Trinity Piano Grade 7 examination. 

• Well done to Year 8 student, Arnav Singh, who achieved a Distinction in 

his LAMDA Acting Grade 3 examination. 

• Congratulations to Year 11 student, Rishi Nandakumar, who achieved a 

Distinction in his LAMDA Public Speaking Grade 6 examination. 

 

Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or email. The email 

address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details along with a high-

resolution photograph you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

 

A reminder that mouth guards are recommended for both hockey and rugby. These can be ordered 

via the school website (look at ‘curriculum’ – ‘subject information’ – ‘Physical Education’ – then scroll 

down towards the bottom of the page) with a company called OPRO, though of course you can 

purchase from other providers. 
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If your son/daughter was a member of St. Olave’s during 2021-22 and represented at county level or 

higher in a physical sport then please provide the Director of Sport, Mr Kenward 

(akenward@saintolaves.net) with details if you would like them to be added to the Hall of Fame 

 

Tomorrow sees the Young and Old Olavians visiting the school for Young Olavians Day and the Old 

Olavian luncheon. I look forward to welcoming all past students and staff back to school. 

Wish you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website, Twitter page - @saintolaves and Instagram page - saintolavesschool have 

many more stories of student endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and 

student successes either via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. 

Do not forget to include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and 

have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of 

our school and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please scan the 

QR code. 
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Appendix 

Careers News 

 

 

The first speaker of our weekly Tuesday Careers programme for 2022/23 will be Old Olavian Paul 

Dimond CMG. Paul was a career Member of HM Foreign and Diplomatic Services 1963-2005. He was 

appointed Japanese Language Student in Tokyo in 1966 and spent half his career in or dealing with 

Japan. His final four Posts were Commercial Counsellor Tokyo, Deputy Ambassador The Hague,  

HM Consul-General Los Angeles and HM Ambassador Manila. After retirement, he took on several 

roles on the boards of British companies, worked for the British Neurological Research Trust and in 

voluntary roles, including the Torch Trophy Trust. He is Hon Secretary of the Anglo-Netherlands 

Society. 

Whilst his more recent work with the British Neurological Research Trust will doubtless be of interest 

to aspiring medics, his presentation will focus largely on his long and distinguished career in the 

Foreign Service. He will be speaking in the Chapel from 1.05pm on Tuesday 6 September. The talk will 

be followed by a Q&A session, and Olavians of all ages are warmly welcomed. 

 

 

For those wishing to engage in some legal work experience, Cleary Gottlieb, an international law firm, 

is offering a week’s virtual work experience during half term for a lucky few. The internship will run 

from 24 - 28 October from 9.30am – 2.00pm.  

 

The deadline for applying is 26 September, but applications are being reviewed as they are being 

submitted. 

 

To be eligible for the internship you must be between 15-19 years old, living in the UK and available 

to take part in the duration of the programme.  

 

The application is just three simple questions to find out about you and why you want to apply. You 

can submit this as a word document or short video submission. 

 

To apply and for more details please see the link: Virtual Internship with Cleary Gottlieb | Words for 

Life 

 

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/zone-in/activities/virtual-internship-with-cleary-gottlieb/?fbclid=IwAR06zEqftyxmJdwv36-dizD1x_NMqEuQbfuDgyGlgeNzrH9f5gNYDEWOChA
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/zone-in/activities/virtual-internship-with-cleary-gottlieb/?fbclid=IwAR06zEqftyxmJdwv36-dizD1x_NMqEuQbfuDgyGlgeNzrH9f5gNYDEWOChA

