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At this time of year, our School Chaplain, Reverend Dr Julie Bowen organises the School 

Harvest Collection for Bromley Foodbanks. The response this year has not been to the level 

of previous years, which is disappointing as the number of people accessing this support is 

increasing. If you are able to donate toiletries, tinned foods and vegetables, long-life milk, 

sauces and mixes, please ask your child to bring this to the collection boxes by the Chapel. I 

also want to highlight that there is a Prayer Meeting via Zoom for parents and supporters of 

St. Olave’s on Saturday 9 October at 9:00 am. This will now be a regular meeting on the second 

Saturday of each month and can be accessed using the following details: Meeting ID: 874 8482 

6115 Passcode: qmTp38. The meeting has been set up by Olavian parent, Victoria Cattermole 

and her email is victoria@cattermole.org.uk if you would like further information. 

We will be holding our annual Interview Preparation Day for Year 13 students on Saturday  

20 November. Like last year, this will be conducted remotely. The event is able to run because 

of the generosity of parents/carers, Old Olavians and teaching staff in providing mock 

interviews for students. If you are able to conduct remote interviews to allow students to 

practise before their real university admissions interview, please contact Mr Birtchnell 

(mbirtchnell@saintolaves.net). We welcome volunteers in all subject backgrounds but have 

a particular need for those with experience in Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, 

Economics and the Sciences. 

The start of the academic year brings the new DofE 

expedition season.  This year, due to the huge number 

of students signed up for the Bronze Award (in excess of 

100), we are developing a new expedition format, the 

Combined Expedition, which effectively merges the 

Bronze Practice and Assessed Expeditions into a three 

day/two-night challenge. The first cohort of Year 10 

students met up at Sevenoaks last week. They hit the ground running by learning how to erect 

their tents, to use a Trangia safely to cook their dinner and then route planning for Saturday 

as the sun set over Knole Park.  The next morning, the students set off early and demonstrated 

their skills admirably with their successful navigation to East Hill. After making camp, each 

group’s knowledge was tested with a Q&A session on camp craft, first aid, navigation and 

rucksack packing. Day 3 started early as some groups were keen to set off quickly before the 

anticipated rain. Each group had a tracker enabling us to monitor their progress back to 

School. On arrival, groups had a final debrief whilst their tents dried out in the fading  
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sunshine. Well done to Year 10 for being the guinea pigs for our new format.  The DofE Team 

are now busy analysing the weekend to make improvements for the next Bronze cohort in 

mid-October. A huge thank you to all the staff – Mr Holland, Mrs Andrews, Mrs Attwood,  

Dr Carpenter, Mr Carroll, Miss Difford, Mr Jewson, Mrs Probodziak and Mr Thomas - who 

willingly gave up their free time over the weekend to make this expedition both successful 

and enjoyable. 

In front of a cheering crowd of Olavians, the charity Staff Football Match took place on 

Thursday 30 September. Mixed teams of staff affiliated to Harvard and Leeke played Bingham 

and Cure. Dr Stewart opened the scoring for Bingham-Cure FC with a curling rocket and they 

entered half-time in the lead after stalwart defending by Mrs Probodziak and Miss Difford. 

The arrival of Mr Twose for Harvard and Leeke Utd whose professionally timed and placed 

crosses led to goals for Mr Young (who also scored from a kick-off) was not enough to equal 

the scoreline, which finished 5-4 in favour of Bingham-Cure FC.  £57.89 was collected for Brain 

Tumour Research. With thanks to Jahnavi Singh for arranging publicity, Conor Nealon for 

refereeing and Mr Ford and Premises for preparing the pitch. 

We welcomed Steve Coppin and Meg Hutchinson to school this week 

for a student and parent workshop on Maximising Success. The 

workshop is designed to help promote good learning habits as 

students begin their GCSEs. Students explored three principles of 

effective learning/revision, twelve different learning/revision 

techniques and a system of proactive learning/revision. Students left 

the session feeling better motivated and empowered, having chosen 

three or four preferred learning/revision techniques which they can use proactively 

throughout their school career and beyond. 

Our congratulations and thanks to Olavian 

parent Mr Michael Macedo, who completed 

yesterday’s London Marathon with an 

impressive time of 2h 53mins smashing his 

target of 3 hours. We are hugely grateful to 

Michael, who is generously donating the 

funds he has raised to the School, which to 

date is over £3,300 (£4,000 with Gift Aid). He 

was delighted with how it all went and 

humbled by the generosity of his supporters, which will benefit the students’ academic 

achievements as well as their co-curricular opportunities. If you would also like to 

donate/sponsor him, and support the school at the same time, you can do so by clicking on 

the following link (please remember to select the gift aid box). 

Congratulations to the following students on their recent achievements: 

• Year 13 student, Rohan Boyapati gained a Distinction in his LAMDA Level 3 (Grade 8) 

Certificate in Performance.  

• Arnav Singh has been selected to represent the U11 London School’s cricket team 

following a successful season for both club and area, including being the highest 

wicket taker across all area age groups. 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/MichaelMacedo/4


 

Please remind your child to take part in Inktober 

2021, a weekly art competition for the month of 

October. Each week there will be one prompt to 

draw a sketch from, at a maximum size of A4. 

There will be one winner for the best entry 

submitted, who will win 100 house points, their 

house water bottle and sweets. The house with 

the most entries will win 100 house points, 75 for second place, 50 for third place and  

25 points for the house with the least entries. Every sketch counts towards your house on the 

leader board! This week’s prompt is Raven. Please email any entries to 

housecaptains@saintolaves.net by Friday of every week of October for that week’s prompt. 

In this week’s Teen Tips, there is an interesting podcast on: 

Self-Harm and How To Support Young People with Helen 

Burns of Papyrus. They talk to Helen Burns of Papyrus, the 

national charity for the prevention of young suicide, about suicide and what we can do to help 

young people who are at risk. They look at the language to use when discussing suicide, how 

to talk to someone you are concerned about, how to spot the signs that someone might be 

at risk and what to do. You can listen to the podcast by following this link, and information 

for how to access Teen Tips can be found via the link on the school website.  

Finally, all Olavian parents/carers are invited to the forthcoming Parents' Association 

Committee Meeting to be held next Wednesday 13 October at 7.30pm. Please see the email 

from earlier this week with further details. Furthermore, if any parents are able to assist with 

serving light refreshments on a Saturday morning when their child is playing rugby then please 

could they contact Charlotte Rutter at olaves.volunteer@gmail.com. As always, many hands 

make light work so we would be grateful if you could support our wonderful PA in this way. 

Wishing you and your families a restful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

  

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student 

endeavour and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either 

via colleagues or email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to 

include all the details along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have 

published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school 

and enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow the sQuid login. The 

offer is called ‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’. You can also donate via standing 

order. Please contact the Finance Office (finance@saintolaves.net) for more information 

file:///C:/Users/ttaylor/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ALGL2F1W/housecaptains@saintolaves.net
https://club.teentips.co.uk/resources/process-end-goal-cultures-with-alicia-drummond/
https://www.saintolaves.net/2271/wellbeing-hub
file:///C:/Users/ttaylor/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ALGL2F1W/olaves.volunteer@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/
mailto:finance@saintolaves.net

