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A note form the Editor 

The 2010-11 academic year has proved to be another successful one for the Saint 

Olave’s History Society. Indeed, with speakers from years 11, 12 and 13, and a 

guest visit from outside of the school, presentations have spanned continents and 

millennia, testament to the individuality of every pupil’s historical interests. 

Individuality was particularly pertinent with regard to the inaugural presentation 

on the Bohemian movement originating in Paris. Warfare has proven to be a 

popular topic, with two lectures on arms in the 19th and 20th centuries, a 

presentation on the Roman general Sulla, a speech on the Thirty Years’ War and, 

of course, a fascinating, first-hand account of the life of a Prisoner-Of-War when 

Eddie Desmond, who fought in Italy in WWII, came to visit the Society. The focus 

was not confined to Europe; a year 12 lecture was given on the history of 

Rastafarianism. Presentations were also given on the history of the blood diamond 

trade in Africa, the Borgia family and the gangs of Rio de Janeiro. The common 

theme that unites all of these presentations is that they discuss topics that proved 

to be revolutionary turning points in the course of History. This year, the theme of 

the History Society has been ‘Revolution’ and this is not confined to the 

presentations; the magazine you are about to read is filled with articles on a wide 

range of revolutionary topics, whether the French, Russian or Industrial 

Revolutions, or less conventional internet and mobile phone revolutions. Many 

thanks must be given to Frank Kibble, for his work on the front cover design, Bex 

Slee for her work on the publicising of the Society, as well as Bex, Josie Morgan, 

Susi Tabor and Stuart MacGowan for their work on the magazine. A very big 

thanks must go to Mr Pendred who works tirelessly week-in, week-out to ensure 

that the Saint Olave’s History Society is an unmitigated success. Those who 

haven’t had a chance should come to listen to the historical knowledge that 

speakers are eager to impart. Indeed, every Thursday lunchtime, the number in 

attendance at the meetings seem to grow, and we hope that this trend will 

continue.  

Adam Whiley 

Editor 

 

 



 

Lucius Cornelius Sulla – A revolution in Roman military and political thinking – Ben Cook & Adam Smith Yr 12 

In 107 BC Rome was being threatened by Gauls.  Gaius Marius, the consul, completely reorganised the Roman 

army so that he could levy an effective, classless force, as soldiers previously had to fulfil property requirements.  

However, his army reforms meant that a soldier’s first loyalty now was to his general, not to the Senate as in the 

past.   

Later in 91 BC, a tribune named Drusus was assassinated.  His reforms 

would have granted Roman allies in Italy citizenship, but were 

declared invalid after his death, starting the Social war.  The Roman 

Senate feared Gaius Marius's ambition, which already gave him 6 

consulships; determined that he should not have be in charge of 

war in Italy, they gave Sulla supreme command.  The war ended in 

89 BC, with Sulla proving himself as a brilliant general, outshining 

Marius, and as a result of his success he was elected consul. 

Meanwhile, the Pontic Empire expanded their territory through 

Turkey, now bordering Rome’s empire.  The Greeks rebelled against 

the Romans to favour King Mithridates VI of Pontus, descended from 

Alexander the Great.  As consul, Sulla was sent to Greece to wage 

the First Mithridatic War. 

Marius was now an old man, but he still wanted to lead the Roman 

armies against Pontus. After Sulla left Rome for his camp, a public 

assembly reversed the Senate's decision transferring the command 

to Marius.  Hearing this, Sulla took six loyal legions and marched on 

Rome.  No general before him had ever crossed the city limits with 

his army, resulting in most of his commanders refusing to accompany 

him.  Marius and his followers were forced to flee the city as hostes 

(enemies of the state).  Sulla then went to fight and win the first Mithridatic War. 

In 83 BC Sulla crossed the Adriatic with a large army to Italy, landing uncontested.  In Rome, the newly elected 

consuls levied and prepared armies of their own protect the Republic.  Sulla won 3 quick victories and marched 

on Rome.  The two forces then met just outside the city.  A huge battle ensued where 50,000 combatants were 

killed, leaving Sulla the sole master of Rome, subsequently appointed by the senate as Dictator indefinitely, the first 

time this had ever been done. 

In total control of the city and its affairs, Sulla instituted a program of executing hostes, resulting in up to 9,000 

people being killed.  Helping or sheltering the proscribed was also punishable by death. The State confiscated the 

wealth of the outlawed and then auctioned it off, making Sulla and his supporters vastly rich.  At the end of 81 BC, 

Sulla resigned his dictatorship, disbanded his legions and re-established normal consular government, then retired 

to a country villa to write his memoirs. 

Sulla practically tore up the Roman constitution by marching on Rome, which set a precedent, repeated by Julius 

Caesar, proclaimed Dictator for life, whose stepson Octavian became the first Emperor, forming the Roman 

Empire from the ashes of the Republic, affecting the whole course of European history. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Radium was discovered on the 21st of December, 1898 by Marie 

Curie. It was found in a substance called pitchblende (a radioactive 

rock which uranium could be extracted from). 

Radium was – and is – a very useful solid material because it 

revolutionised science in several ways. It was very popular when it 

was first discovered because radium was luminous, and was 

included in clocks, toothpaste, and even chocolate! However, 

radium’s good period was not to last. It was quickly discovered that 

radium – as its name suggests – was extremely radioactive, and 

killed or damaged a lot of people that used radium products. 

Nowadays, it is used carefully in medicine to make radon gas, a cure 

for cancer. 

Radium is number 88 in the periodic table, and its symbol is Ra. It is 

a silvery white metal, with a melting point of 700°C and a boiling 

point of 1737°C. It has 8 different forms (Ordinary, A, B, C1, C2, D, E 

and F). It is an extremely rare element, and there is no large stock 

anywhere anymore. It is over 1 million times more radioactive than 

the same mass of uranium! Radium can cause cancer, which is also 

ironic because it can cure cancer. It is the heaviest of the Alkaline 

earth metals. 

Radium can be found in any uranium-containing rocks or ore. The 

most common uranium mines are in Colorado, Utah, New Mexico, 

(USA) Ontario (Canada) and Australia. 

Marie Curie (who discovered Radium) earned a Nobel Prize for 

physics in 1903 for Radium, and then won another Nobel Prize in 

1911 for chemistry. She named the first element she discovered 

polonium. Radium permanently poisoned Marie Curie’s notes, and 

eventually killed her. 

By Jonathan Clarke 7L 

By Jonathan Clarke 7L. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Russian Revolution is the collective term for a series of revolutions that happened 

in Russia in 1917. 

The revolution happened in two parts. The Bolshevik revolution took place in February, when the 

Tsar, Nicholas II, abdicated and members of the Duma (the legislative assembly) took control 

over Russia in order to form a provisional government. 

The second revolution happened later that year, in October, when the Bolsheviks – a former 

faction of the Marxist Russian Social Democrat Labour Party, led by Vladimir Lenin – seized 

control and overthrew the provisional government, replacing it with a Communist government.  

Both phases were part of a revolution aimed at replacing a regime that had exploited and 

oppressed the working population of Russia for centuries. 

Following the Bolshevik uprising, a civil war erupted between the Red (Communist) and White 

(Nationalist) factions. The Red - Bolsheviks were victorious, paving the way for the establishment 

of the USSR.  

There were several causes for the start of the Russian Revolution. Firstly the inequality of Russian 

society created a deep well of discontent in people. The Tsar and the aristocracy, as well as 

Russia's capitalist class, lived in luxury, in palaces such as the Hermitage while most Russians 

lived in medieval conditions.  

Another cause was that the Tsar of Russia, Nicholas II, was 

seen as a weak and indecisive leader. He went back and 

forth between making concessions to his people and then 

opting for repressive measures. Therefore, he both allowed 

breathing space for a revolutionary movement to develop 

while creating fresh grievances that strengthened the political 

forces against him.  

Also WW1 can be seen as a cause for the Russian Revolution. This is because the war put a 

strain on Russia’s resources. Food supplies were low, causing prices to rise leading to inflation. 

In addition to the lack of food, unemployment rates were incredibly high. Another cause was 

that the Russians were losing the war against the Germans due to their lack of good equipment, 

and the Russians blamed this on the Tsar Nicholas II. 



 

After the Provisional Government was formed there were a few reasons why the Bolsheviks 

decided to overthrow it. Firstly the Government decided to stay in WW1, which made it very 

unpopular with the people. And they furthered their unpopularity by postponing the land 

reforms which affected a huge number of people.  

 

The Provisional Government were also very unpopular as they had not been elected by the 

people of Russia. This, coupled with the government’s bad decisions, led Lenin to attack the 

Provisional Government.   

The Russian Revolution had the effect of totally transforming the nature of Russian society. It 

meant that there was no more autocratic Tsarist rule; there was industrial growth and economic 

development. It even led to Russia pulling out of the First World War. 

There is a book called Animal Farm which was written by George Orwell as a 

rebellion against the Russian Revolution. In this book, Orwell shows how people 

can be fooled by tyrants to believe anything; in doing so he attacks modern 

totalitarian governments around the globe. The animals in the story who act as 

the main characters may seem like regular animals to a child, but upon closer 

examination and historical reference these are actually representatives for 

Communist leaders after the revolution, such as Joseph Stalin, Leon Trotsky, and 

others. This shows that the revolution was not seen as a good thing by everyone. 

The Russian Revolution was driven by a desire to overthrow a royal ruling class 

in order to make the country a fairer place for all Russians. Whilst it was successful in its first aim 

it did not fully achieve the second. As with all revolutions the outcomes are not easy to predict 

and filling the power vacuum caused by toppling the old regime leaves opportunities for others 

to manipulate the situation for their own benefit. This can be seen in the situation in Northern 

Africa today.     

By Matthew Allen 9L 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Henry Ford and ‘Tin Lizzie’ 

Henry Ford, founder of both The Ford Motor Company and The Cadillac Automobile Company, 

revolutionised car manufacture with the Model T, otherwise known as ‘Tin Lizzie’. This car was 

produced in numbers that had never been seen before, largely due to his company’s invention of 

the assembly line. The car was cheap to buy and maintain and easy to drive.  

The car first came out at a cheap price of $825 ($20,100 today) in 1908 with prices falling each 

year. At first, the car was available in green, grey and red but in 1909 Ford famously told his 

management team “Any customer can have a car painted any colour that he wants so long as it 

is black”. By 1914 all cars were black due to the long durability of the paint. Sales passed 

250,000 in 1913 and by 1916 the price had dropped to $360 ($7,020 today) for the basic touring 

car with sales over 472,000. By 1918 half the cars in the United States were ‘Tin Lizzies’. By the 

time production ended in 1927, the total number of Ford Model Ts produced was 15,007,034 - a 

record that would remain for the next 45 years. 

Thanks to the Model T many driving schools and clubs sprang up all over the USA and 

elsewhere. This meant that by the 1920’s, a majority of US adults had learnt how to drive. The 

car was also meant to be affordable to quite low paid workers, as Henry Ford said “It will be so 

low in price that no man making a good salary will be unable to own one—and enjoy with his 

family the blessing of hours of pleasure in God's great open spaces.” By 1914, Ford’s own 

assembly line workers could afford a Model T with four months worth of pay. 

The Model T was also the first car to be produced and sold internationally. At the same time Tin 

Lizzies were being produced in the US, tens of other plants in different countries were producing 

the same car. Consequently, not only people in the US learned to drive with the Model T but 

other adults of different countries as well. 

There can be no doubt that Henry Ford’s Model T revolutionized the car industry and the adult 

population of the time. He created a car which was affordable, easy to drive, practical and which 

would one day become a highly prized vintage car. 

By Seraphin Gnehm 7L 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Industrial Revolution in Britain took place between 1760 

and 1840 and involved radical changes which transformed a 

mainly agricultural country into a predominantly industrial 

one.  It began with the mechanisation of the textile industry, 

with subsequent major developments in mining, transport and 

industrial organisation.  Aided by colonial exploitation Britain 

became the most prosperous country in the world. 

  

The textile industry saw a series of significant inventions which were revolutionary.  Following John 

Kay’s invention in 1733 of the Flying Shuttle which sped up the weaving process, James Hargreaves 

invented the Spinning Jenny in 1767.  This hand-powered machine could be used in people’s homes.  A 

spinner using the Spinning Jenny could produce eight times more yarn than on a spinning wheel.  The 

thread produced was fine but it was not strong.  Spinners did not like it because they saw it as a threat to 

their jobs.  The Spinning Jenny balanced out the speed of spinning and weaving. 

 

Two years later, Richard Arkwright invented the Water Frame which used steam power to make a strong 

and tough yarn.  The yarn was coarser than that made by the Spinning Jenny.  The Water Frame had to 

be put in a factory as it needed water to power it and it made spinning a much quicker process than 

weaving.  The Spinning Mule, invented by Samuel Crompton in 1779, was powered by steam and spun 

cotton on to 48 spindles at a time.  It made a finer yarn than the Water Frame and produced stronger 

yarn than the Spinning Jenny.  The Power Loom, another steam-powered machine, was invented in 

1785 by Edmund Cartwright and improved by William Horrocks and Richard Roberts in the early 1800s.  

Eventually, it meant that the process of weaving could be done at a quicker rate and it helped mill 

owners to produce cloth of the same quality.  It had to be used in a factory and by the 1820s thousands 

of handloom weavers lost their jobs.  

The growth in the use of steam was fuelled by Britain’s rich mineral 
resources, particularly coal and iron ore.  There was a major shift in the 

metal industries from the use of wood to 
coal and industry became concentrated 
round the coalfields creating new industrial 
towns such as Birmingham, Manchester, 
Newcastle and Glasgow.  Since iron was 
becoming cheaper and more plentiful, it 
also became a major structural material following the building of the 
innovative Iron Bridge in 1778 by Abraham Darby III.  It also enabled rapid 
growth in the transportation industry, with the building of canals, railways, 

First Iron Bridge in the world, Iron Bridge 

Gorge, Shropshire, UK 



 

ships and bridges.  From 1785, imports of iron decreased because of the new iron making technology, 
and Britain became an exporter of iron.  An improvement was made in the production of steel, which 
was an expensive commodity and used only where iron would not do, such as for the cutting edge of 
tools and for springs. Benjamin Huntsman developed his crucible steel technique in the 1740s and this 
supply of cheaper iron and steel aided the development of boilers and steam engines, and eventually 
railways.  Improvements in machine tools allowed better working of iron and steel and further boosted 
the industrial growth of Britain.  Thomas Telford played a major role in the development of the 
transportation industry as he built much of the infrastructure.  A good 
example of his work is the Menai Suspension Bridge, completed in 
1826, linking the island of Anglesey and the mainland of Wales.  It is 
one of the first modern suspension bridges in the world. 

Innovation caused many problems in society.  As the new industrial 

capitalists gained power, other members of society experienced 

poverty and misery as child labour, long working hours, low wages, 

and slums were features of the industrial revolution in its infancy.  

The child workers in many factories were treated extremely badly by 

their owners.  They were frequently whipped and given dreadful punishments for minor mistakes.  The 

factory conditions were also terrible, as there were unpleasant smells and workers’ eyes and lungs were 

choked by the dust.  Rapid changes in mechanisation led to the rise of groups such as the Luddites and 

the Swing Rioters protesting against the effect of mechanisation on their lives.  Although these were 

generally unsuccessful, in some areas wages did rise. 

It can therefore be seen that the industrial revolution had a major impact on life in Britain resulting in a 

shift of population from the land to the cities.  These developed around the factories as a result of 

mechanisation.  As with all great technological developments, the industrial revolution produced related 

changes in all fields of social life including politics, art, religion, literature, morals and social reforms.  It 

enabled Britain to become the most prosperous nation in the world as it built its empire. 

By Edward King 

9L 
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Revolutions: 33
1/3
 of them a minute 
 

The most important revolution in modern music has been that of the record. 78, 45 and 33 of them a 
minute and without them, music wouldn’t be what it is today. Sure, not many people may buy them 
anymore, but they do still take up quite a large area of the music industry and there are many people 
who fight to keep the remaining record shops in the country open with events like Record Store Day. 
 
Records as we know them came about in 1898 with the first use of shellac material for 78 rpm records. 
By 1910, the average size for these records was established at 10 inches in diameter. These records 

were soon going to need a replacement as the needles used to 
play them would wear out after around 10 plays and the material 
they were made out of was very brittle and easy to break. 
The first 33 1/3 rpm record was produced in 1931 by RCA Victor, 
and was produced on a 30 centimetre disc with 10 minutes 
playtime per side. It was made out of the polyvinyl chloride 
material we know today. Soon after this came long playing 
records, with 45 minutes of playtime per side. 
 
As CDs were introduced, record sales slowly declined but to this 
day, records are still being sold. In fact, as download sales rise, 
CD sales decline and more records are being sold now than ten 
years ago. Independent labels release a lot more material on 
vinyl record than anyone else because of the nature of the 
buyers. As independent music becomes more popular more and 
more people are buying turntables and so more and more 
people are buying records. 
 
New contenders to the turntable market feature portable 
turntables, such as the Linos USB record player, which is still in 

the concept stage. There is also Crosley revolution turntable, powered by AA batteries and on sale now 
for $150. Records have also become more fashionable among independent music buyers and so the 
pressure to own a turntable is steadily increasing. More 
and more people are going to the record shops in places 
like Camden and other areas of London to buy the latest 
music on vinyl. 
 
Paul Mawhinny owns the largest record collection on earth, 
at over three million records. Unfortunately, due to health 
problems he now has to sell a collection valued at over 
$50 million. However, it’s a sad testament to the times we 
live in that he is having to offer a collection that most of the 
music within cannot be obtained anywhere on CD at only 
$3 million. He has not yet received any serious offers. 
 

By Jordan Butt 9L 

 

 



 

The Discovery of Electricity 

 Electricity is possibly one of the greatest discoveries of man of all time. Our 

modern society is based on electricity, a cheap, clean, reliable source of energy. 

Electricity powers almost everything from toothbrushes to satellites, from light bulbs to 

200 ton trains. Electricity has been with us ever since the first electric fish and ever 

since the first contact with electricity, we have been making entire cities run purely on 

this new power source. 

 Early Discovery: As far as Ancient Egyptian times man has come face 

to face with electrical charges. Before knowledge of what electricity actually was 

people had been aware of shocks from electric fish. Ancient Egyptian texts dating back to 2750BCE have referred 

to these fish as ‘The Thunderer of the Nile’. Ancient writers have known that electric shocks could travel between 

conducting materials, and later on people suffering from gout or headaches used to think a direct jolt from an 

electric fish would cure them. 

 Later Discovery: Electricity remained an unexplained curiosity until the 1600s when British scientist 

William Gilbert conducted further investigations into electricity and magnetism. He distinguished the ‘lodestone’ 

effect from static electricity, which he made from rubbing amber. He called his new found discovery, electricus a 

New Latin term, meaning ‘of amber’ or ‘like amber’. This gave rise to the English terms ‘electric’ and ‘electricity’.  

Further work was conducted by Otto von Guericke, Robert Boyle, Stephen Gray and C. F. du Fay. In the 

18th Century, Benjamin Franklin carried out extensive research into the subject and sold many of his possessions 

to fund his work. Then, in June 1752, he is supposed to have tied a key to the string of a dampened kite before 

flying it in stormy weather. With the results of his dangerous experiment he proved that lightning is indeed 

electrical in its nature. 

19th Century-Modern: In 1791, Luigi Galvani published 
his discovery of bioelectricity, demonstrating that electricity was the 

medium by which nerve cells send signals to the muscles. Alessandro 

Volta’s ‘alkaline’ batteries were made of layers of zinc and copper making 

them a much more reliable source than the electrostatic machines 

previously used by scientists. Then, in 1821, Michael Faraday invented 

the electric motor. While in the 18th and early 19th Century electricity was 

seen as a scientific curiosity the late 19th century would see the greatest 

progress in electrical engineering. Through such people as Nikola Tesla, 

Thomas Edison, George Westinghouse, Ernst Werner von Siemens, 

Alexander Graham Bell and Lord Kelvin, electricity become a reliable source of energy for machinery and vehicles 

making it the power behind the ‘Second Industrial Revolution’. 

But the world is running out of reliable sources of energy for producing electricity. These sources involve a 

lot of fossil fuels such as coal and are not sustainable. However, other methods such as solar and wind power to 

make electricity are not reliable and expensive. But, one day we may find a new energy source. 

 

By Prem Chowdhry 7B 



 

 

REVOLUTION-THE RENAISSANCE 

Revolution is when the current way of thinking and behaving is drastically changed. There are two main types of revolution, 

Cultural Revolution and the overthrowing of a regime or monarch by the people who inhabit the land. In this essay the 

revolution is the Renaissance, an age spanning from the 14
th
 to 17

th
 century AD, an age of new thinking and enlightenment to 

the human race in arms, science, art and architecture. The Renaissance began in Florence, but soon spread over the whole 

of Europe.  

SCIENCE 

Science flourished during the Renaissance and built the foundations of modern science. Many scientific breakthroughs 

occurred and there were new inventions and discoveries.  Science hit a huge spurt with far thinking minds like Copernicus, 

famous for founding the starting point for astronomy, Galileo, famous for studying planets, stars and moons and Isaac 

Newton, famous for discovering the force of gravity. The invention of printing allowed ideas to be spread out more quickly and 

allowed advancements in literature and communication. 

 ART  

 Art had changed dramatically during the Renaissance with fresh new minds creating beautiful and classical pieces of art. 

Many artists have become famous posthumously, like Botticelli, Leonardo Da Vinci, Michelangelo and many more, whose 

masterpieces such as the Mona Lisa have been regarded as priceless and are visited by millions of tourists every year. 

These artists raised the standards with new and detailed paintings and developed skills such as light, human anatomy and 

shadow. Art was especially changed in Italy, in Venice and Florence, the latter which prospered under the rule of the Medici 

family. This was one of the biggest points for art ever in the history in mankind. 

ARMS 

In early Renaissance the gun had been developed, and it became the prominent ranged weapon in the Renaissance, 

diminishing the crossbow and siege weapons. The reason of this is because the gun was more sophisticated with a hollow 

cylinder barrel which shot small balls, and it was much easier to fire than a crossbow. The cannon replaced the siege weapon 

is because it was much more portable, accurate and it could be put onto warships. This warfare was vital for the defence of a 

country. 

ARCHITECTURE 

Building design changed a lot in the Renaissance, taking a Roman styled approach, with proportion and symmetry 

considered more important. Lots of Renaissance architecture still exists to this day and it was clearly influenced by the 

ancient roman buildings, and many other features such as having columns to hold the mass of the roof up also derive from 

roman architecture, an example of this is St Peters Basilica, a huge architectural feat which houses up to 60,000 people and 

is known as the heart of Christendom. Later on in the renaissance many huge architectural marvels appeared all around 

Europe such as The Escorial and Antwerp City Hall. 

CONCLUSION 

The renaissance marked a huge advancement of the human race in science, arms, architecture and art. It laid down the 

foundations of our modern day social structure and many of the things we have today are modern developments of 

discoveries of the Renaissance. 

 

By Ishaan Bhardwaj, Yr 7 



 

 

The English Civil War - By Ruairi Matheson-Kiernan 7L 

This revolution was one that transformed the way Britain was run. Crucially, it changed what the monarch could 

do by limiting his or her power and giving Parliament more say in how decisions were 

made. 

Charles I, son of James I, became king in 1625. Although Charles I was a Protestant, he 

was still disliked by many Puritans. They believed that he favoured Catholics. Not aiding 

the Protestant forces during the Thirty Years’ War and having a French Catholic wife, 

Queen Henrietta Maria, generated a feeling of mistrust. On top of that, Charles chose 

unpopular figures like William Laud and placed them in high positions such as Archbishop 

of Canterbury. This led to even more disapproval from the Protestants. Charles believed 

he had the right to choose his advisers because God had made him king. In the year 1629, 

he got into an argument with Parliament over raising taxes and from then onwards, he 

ruled without them. 

He continued ruling for a while without coming across any severe problems. However, in 

1640, he faced rebellion by the Scottish Protestants because he had tried to force Scotland to use the English 

Prayer Book. Massive riots took place in Edinburgh and elsewhere in Scotland. To get enough money through 

taxation and call an army together he had to go back to Parliament. There was of course opposition in Parliament. 

He decided to have five of the leading opponents in the House of Commons arrested. Unfortunately for Charles, 

they escaped. That was not the end of it, there was uproar in London, including riots and he fled from London. 

Both sides mustered armies and fought several battles over eight years. 

While Charles had most of his followers from the more rural parts of the 

country, the Parliament gained their support from the cities and the Royal 

Navy. It is estimated that both sides had around 15,000 men at that time. 

In a short time people of every class of society were involved and hardly 

any areas remained neutral.  

Many battles followed throughout the country. The first major battle was in 

October 1642 at Edgehill with no clear winner. Although the Royalists, 

(Charles’s supporters) won the battle at Adwalton Moor the Roundheads 

dominated most of southern and eastern England. As the war continued, 

the Roundheads (the Parliamentarians) started to capture more of northern 

England until, with the help of the Scottish people, they won the battle of 

Marston Moor in 1644, so conquering the North. Finally Charles’s armies 

were decimated at the Battles of Naseby and Langport following which 

Charles fled to Scotland.  

He made a treaty with the Scots called the Engagement whereby they would help restore him to the throne if he 

gave them different church reform. However, the resistance was crushed in 1648 and Charles was caught, tried 

for treason and executed in 1649.  His son Charles fought on but was defeated in 1651 at Worcester. And so the 

Civil War ended and the Commonwealth began.  

The king believed he was fighting for the traditional way that England and the Church were run. On the other 

hand, the Parliamentarians fought for a new balance of power between Parliament and the monarchy.    



 

 

 

 

Russian Revolution, 1917 

The Russian Revolution revolved around two main revolutions, in February and October, within Russia in 1917. 

The consequence saw the end of the Tsarist government, leading to the formation of the Bolshevik party and the 

Soviet Union.  

Vladimir Lenin, one of the most influential and ruthless leaders of all time, as 

leader of the Bolsheviks, said, “The revolution won’t happen in my lifetime,” just a 

few months before it erupted. In the first revolution, of February 1917, the Tsar was 

deposed, which led a provisional government into power. The second revolution 

eight months later saw the provisional government replaced due to their 

inefficiency at establishing peace and control. People began to support the 

Bolsheviks who had strong beliefs in Communism and who became politically 

dominant after replacing the provisional government.  

February Revolution, 1917: 

The February Revolution was initiated after severe Russian military misfortunes in the First World War, where the 

army were left in mutiny. In St. Petersburg, there were continued riots causing chaos within the Russian 

government, and a temporary provisional government was introduced. Surprisingly, the army were helpless, and 

felt they had no authority to restrain the ongoing revolution, and as a result, Tsar (King) Nicholas II, who proved to 

be the last ever Tsar of Russia, was forced into abdication. The Soviets, who followed socialist extremism, 

allowed the temporary government with an exemption of military power. They soon became the superior party in 

Russian politics. The coalition continued, however, but with frequent strikes and mutinies. As the provisional 

government resumed war efforts against Germany, the Bolsheviks asked for abandonment. With refusal, they 

formed the Red Army who later were to exert substantial control in Russia.  

October Revolution, 1917:  

As the Bolsheviks, under Vladimir Lenin and Leon Trotsky, began to 

apply further dominance, they, alongside the Soviets, overthrew the 

provisional government. They were the only two who had the iron will 

to seize power amid the confusion that surrounded the Russian 

government. The civil war promptly began with the Bolsheviks and the 

Red Army against the anti-Bolsheviks and the White Army. 

“Revolutions are meaningless without firing squads,” joked Lenin, 

showing the Bolshevik willingness to destroy their opponents. 

However, it was clear from the start the Bolsheviks would triumph 

under the leadership of such strong men, and the revolution had now 

paved the way for future worldwide disaster, due to the creation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

(USSR). As the Bolsheviks continued to dominate industrial and urban areas of the country, peasants took control 

of the countryside and redistributed land.  



 

As the First World War came to a climax, the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was signed in March 1918 with Germany. 

The Russian Revolution of 1917 was clearly won by the political and military threat posed by the Bolsheviks, but 

they were very lucky, at the expense of Russia’s curse, to have such merciless leaders such as Lenin and 

Trotsky, who had mastered the art of winning revolutions.  

      LENIN                                                               TROTSKY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Gavin Benson, Yr 10 

 

 



 

French Revolution 

 The French Revolution was one of the bloodiest, most violent and wide reaching revolutions ever. 

Louis XVI was king of France in 1789, and he was raised with very little knowledge of the common 

people in France, and therefore was only truly aware of their plight later in his life. During 1789, the long, 

harsh winter had destroyed most of the crops, and the country was nearly bankrupt after supporting 

America in their revolution, He could not tax the peasants as they had no money, so he had no choice 

but to increase the taxes on the middle class. 

 After this, the middle class stormed the Bastille, which was a prison where weapons were stored. 

The French Revolution had now begun, and the middle class now had the power they needed to take 

over France. Louis did remain king, but he had very little power. The National Assembly now controlled 

France, so Louis had to be moved from his palace in Versailles to Paris, where it would be safer for him 

if he was attacked. The National Assembly made many changes, including: 

 Torture and arbitrary imprisonment were abolished. 

 Property which was owned by the church was seized. 

 The highest ranks of the military were now open to people of every class. 

 The people elected judges for short periods of time. Now, the common people of France 

controlled justice. 

 This scared the other ruling powers of Europe. They were worried about what would happen if 

their countries got the same idea, so Austria and Prussia sent soldiers over to try and support Louis. 

Louis attempted to flee, but he was caught and in January 1793 Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette, his 

wife, were beheaded. 

 The time after the execution has since become known as the ‘Reign of Terror’, during which many 

people attempted to rise to power, but most of them were swiftly executed once they failed. The French 

started to try and live their life normally, but the Christian calendar was replaced and the days of the 

week were renamed, churches were closed and clergy were treated extremely badly. This period is said 

to have ended when Napoleon Bonaparte swept to power in 1799. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Velvet Revolution was a revolution which was not only 

bloodless but also freed what is now Czech Republic and 

Slovakia (Czechoslovakia) from the communists. The Velvet Revolution was 

held between November 17th and December 29th 1989. Although it was never 

proved a rumour was that it was started by the Russian president Gorbacev 

and the KGB. Gorbacev started this revolution because he wanted to get a 

reform rather than hard line communists in power. The protests started on 

November 17th 1989, 50 years to the day that students held a 

protest against the Nazi occupation of what was then 

Czechoslovakia. The protest began as a legal rally to 

commemorate the death of Jan Opletal (a man who went to the 

middle of Wenceslas square and burnt himself to death in protest 

of the Nazi occupation). The students were in the Czech national 

cemetery, Vysehrad, where Jan Opletal is buried. The students 

then walked to Wenceslas square but were blocked by riot police, 

instead of turning violent the students offered the riot police 

flowers and showed no resistance when the riot police started to beat them 

with night sticks. At least 167people were injured and a rumour was started 

that someone had actually died although later proved wrong this strengthened 

the students moral and will. Then from November 19th to December 29th there 

were some popular demonstrations. And from the first demonstration of 

200,000 on one day then the next day 500,000. The demonstrations were 

when people went and stood silently in Wenceslas square holding candles 

day and night. When the communists finally collapsed Gustav Husak took 

control of the Czech Republic.     

         

By Ruskin Springer-Hughes, 9L 

 



 

Public Railways 
 

  The introduction of the public railway was a very important revolution because the two 

things that made most of the country’s prophet in the 19th century were the factories and 

the public railways. The introduction of the public railway was during the industrial 

revolution, the railways really helped the countries growth in the Victorian era because all 

the new jobs in the cities would not have been accessible for the people who lived 

outside of the cities in the country side. 

  The first fare paying railway in the world was in 1807 at Oystermouth, Wales, but it was 

not this that really helped the country’s growth, it was the introduction of the first public 

steam locomotive hauled railway. Richard Trevithick owned the first public steam 

locomotive hauled railway. It did not go anywhere because it was a circular railway, but 

members of the public had to pay one shilling to have the experience of going on a train 

ride. These two events only lead up to the day that the railways really got going. The 

railways really got going in 1830 when the Liverpool and Manchester railway   opened 

being the first steam locomotive hauled railway actually going from one city to another 

city. The railways really became well known when the first steam railway in London was 

introduced. The first railway in London was opened in 1838 and went from Paddington to 

Maidenhead. After that the world was a different place, soon railways started popping up 

all over the world. The railways where a great success, so successful, in fact, we now all 

take it for granted, it is the same with cars.  

                                        

                               

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Liverpool and 

Manchester Railway 

The first passenger service     

was in Oystermouth in 1807,     

possibly with this rolling             

stock photographed in 1870.     

 

By Peter Dobra 



 

 

Around 2 million years ago, Homo erectus learned how to harness the 

power of fire. This was a major revolution in the evolution of humans 

as it changed the way people lived. It created great advancements in 

human technology, such as it being used in traps to catch animals and 

to ward off attackers. 

The most important advancement this created was the ability to cook food. This meant the food that they 

ate had a lot less bacteria and other toxins in it, so not as much people died because of food poisoning, 

therefore increasing the population significantly. Cooked food also had a lot more nutrients; meaning 

early humans became a lot stronger, healthier and more intelligent, overall becoming better adapted. 

People in cold regions also learned how to melt snow and ice to make water, meaning they didn’t have 

to go searching for water that hadn’t already frozen. 

 Another very important ability this gave humans was fire being used to help hunt animals for food and 

clothing. They would force an animal into a pit or people armed with spears by setting fire to its escape 

route. This method of hunting was much more effective as it was quicker and more likely to work 

because animals were much more scared of fire than spears. This method could also be used to get rid 

of predators, such as tigers and bears.   

Later on, about 15-20,000 years ago, people discovered metal by melting rock to extract the metal inside 

using heat from fire. This created another revolution as metal was much easier and safer to work with 

than rock, and it was also much stronger than rock. People could now make shapes such as swords and 

body armour that could not be made with rock. They made these in a much safer way as with rock, you 

needed to smash two stones together but with metal you need to put some rock over a fire, get away the 

metal that has separated from the rock using a stick and put into a mould.  

Fire also gave people light and warmth that they previously could not get. This may have influenced 

religious thoughts as the humans might have thought it was a gift from the gods. Many ancient 

civilisations used fire in their religious ceremonies; so fire could have changed the way people thought 

about life.  

Because of all these reasons, fire was one of the most major milestones 

in the evolution of humans. If Homo erectus had not discovered how to 

harness its power, we could still be hunting for food with spears and 

rocks, be unable to see at night and or even worse, be scavenging for 

raw meat. We could have even evolved differently. Thanks to Homo 

erectus, we are at the technologically advanced stage we are at now, 

using engines to power our machines, phoning people on the other side 

of the world, me typing this up. To think this could have all come from 

someone making a spear head next to some twigs, 2 million years ago.  

By Coby Plews 



 

 

 

 

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk (1881-1938) was a Turkish army officer, revolutionary statesman, 
writer, and founder of the Republic of Turkey, as well as the first Turkish President. Following 

the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in World War I, he led the 
Turkish national movement in the Turkish War of 
Independence. 

Atartürk first established a provisional government in Ankara 
and then defeated the forces sent by the Allies. His military 
campaigns gained Turkey independence. Atatürk then set out a 
revolutionary program of political, economic, and cultural 
reforms, seeking to transform the former Ottoman Empire into 
a modern and secular nation. The principles of Atatürk's 
reforms, upon which modern Turkey was established, are 
known as Kemalism. 

Focusing on the religious aspects of the revolution, Atatürk 
aimed to take away the country’s religious links to the 
government, and eventually he succeeded, meaning that the 
nation was ruled more democratically without the influence of 
religion. Despite this, he was a Muslim; he just believed that 
Religion and politics should be separated. He felt for the good 

of Turkey, and for Islam, people should have the right to choose whether to be religious or 
not voluntarily. He also did the same with law, allowing a secular legal system and abolishing 
Islamic courts, “We must liberate our concepts of justice, our laws and our legal institutions 
from the bonds which, even though they are incompatible with the needs of our century, still 
hold a tight grip on us.” 

Atatürk launched many revolutionary reforms to give Turkish 
women equal rights and opportunities. The new Civil Code, 
adopted in 1926, abolished polygamy and recognized the equal 
rights of women in divorce, custody, and inheritance. The entire 
educational system from the primary school to the university 
became coeducational. He gave women other equal 
opportunities with men, including full political rights.  

In 1928, Atatürk introduced another revolutionary reform. He 
revealed the idea of changing the Turkish alphabet from the 
Arabic script, known for being difficult to master, to a modified 
Latin alphabet, similar to England’s current script. At the time, 
only 10% of the population were literate. Within the space of 

Photo of a Statue of Atatürk 

that I took on the Bozborun 

peninsula, Turkey, August 



 

two years, following the introduction of the new script, this figure rose to 70%, an amazing 
statistic taking into account the previous state of literacy. 

His ultimate achievement was to create a modern nationhood which would survive, in the 
contemporary world. He has achieved this and has taken Turkey to another level. At the 
exact time of his death, the majority of Turkey’s population still pauses for one minute to 
commemorate his life and achievements. To further celebrate his life, as with most 
revolutionary leaders, statues and other memorials are present in all areas of Turkey, from 
big cities, to small rural towns. 

By Ciaran Twomey 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


