
Books for those whose reading age is above their actual age 

Cold Fusion Series 
Cold fusion is a new series from Ransom aimed at those with an actual age of 9-12 and a 
reading age of 12+ including: 

Never Odd or Even By John Townsend: A detective story with a difference. 

Paupers By Mary Chapman: Gripping account of life as one of the Victorian poor. 

Among the Hidden By Margaret Peterson Haddix 

Government regulations limit families to two children each, so Luke, an illegal third-born, must live his life in 
secret. When a new housing development is built on land bordering his backyard, Luke discovers Jen, another 
“shadow child” and they must decide how far they are prepared to go against the rules in order to have their 
freedom. This is not a super-challenging read, but deals with some very thought-provoking issues. 

The Abhorsen Trilogy 
By Garth Nix 

Gripping sci-fi tales with strong female characters. Another prolific author. The books in the trilogy are: 

• Sabriel 
• Lirael 
• Abhorsen 
•  

Revolver and She is Not Invisible 
By Marcus Sedgwick 

Revolver: 1910. A cabin north of the Arctic Circle. Fifteen-year-old Sig Andersson is alone. Alone, except for the 
corpse of his father, who died earlier that day after falling through a weak spot on the ice-covered lake. Then 
comes a knock at the door. It’s a man, the flash of a revolver’s butt at his hip, and a mean glare in his eyes. 

She is Not Invisible: when Laureth’s father, Jack is supposed to be in Switzerland doing research for his latest 
book, his notebook shows up in Queen’s, New York. Worried sick, the intrepid (and blind) Laureth, decides to take 
her seven-year-old brother Benjamin to America to track him down. 

The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn 
By Mark Twain 

The classic tale of youthful adventure. 

Liar and Spy 
By Rebecca Stead 

When Georges moves into a new apartment block he meets Safer, a twelve-year-old self-appointed spy. Soon 
Georges has become his spy recruit. His first assignment? To track the mysterious Mr X, who lives in the flat 
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upstairs. But as Safer becomes more demanding, Georges starts to wonder: what is a game and what is a lie? How 
far is too far to go for your only friend? 

Winner of the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize and a good one to challenge an able year 7 reader. 

Call of the Wild 
By Jack London 

Half St. Bernard, half sheepdog, Buck is stolen away from his comfortable life as a pet in California and sold to dog 
traders. He soon finds himself aboard a ship, on its way to Northern Canada. Surrounded by cruelty, Buck’s 
natural instincts and behaviour begin to emerge as he works as a mail carrying sled dog, scavenging for food, 
protecting himself against other dogs and sleeping out in the cold snow. 

A Fall of Moondust 
By Arthur C Clarke 

Time is running out for the passengers and crew of the tourist cruiser Selene, incarcerated in a sea of choking 
lunar dust. On the surface, her rescuers find their resources stretched to the limit by the mercilessly 
unpredictable conditions of a totally alien environment. The technology has dated slightly, but the suspense 
carries the story. A challenging read but not too long, and plenty more Arthur C Clarke to read if they enjoy this 
one! 

The Hobbit 
By J.R.R Tolkein 

Now a major motion picture, as they say… 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
By Douglas Adams 

Douglas Adams’s mega-selling cult classic is a good one for hooking able but reluctant readers. Rumour has it 
Artemis Fowl author Eoin Colfer is going to write a sixth book for the ‘Hitchiker’s Guide’ series. 
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