
 

Non-fiction 

Stormin’ Normans by Terry Deary  

Slimy Stuarts by Terry Deary  

and any other Horrible Histories book 

 

The Lady in the Tower by Alison Weir 

 

On 2 May, 1536, in an act unprecedented in English history, Anne Boleyn, Henry VIII's second wife, 

was imprisoned in the Tower of London. On 15 May, she was tried and found guilty of high treason 

and executed just four days later. Mystery surrounds the circumstances leading up to her arrest - did 

Henry VIII instruct his Minister Thomas Cromwell to fabricate evidence to get rid of her so that he 

could marry Jane Seymour? Did Cromwell, for reasons of his own, construct a case against Anne? Or 

was Anne, in fact, as guilty as charged? This is a compelling story of the last days of history's most 

charismatic, controversial and tragic Queen. 

 

Fiction  

 

Carrie’s War – Nina Bawden 

Warriors Don’t Cry - Patillo Beals  

VIII – HM Castor 

Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls - Elena Favilli and Francesca Cavallo  

The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano – Olaudah Equiano 

The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion, and the Fall of Imperial Russia – Candace Fleming  

The Diary of Anne Frank - Anne Frank  

Black Tudors: The Untold Story – Miranda Kaufmann 

Goodnight Mr Tom - Michelle Margorian  

Private Peaceful - Michael Morpurgo  

12 Years a Slave - Solomon Northup  

Someone Named Eva – Joan M. Wolf  

I am Malala - Malala Yousafzai  

Noughts and Crosses series - Malorie Blackman 

Chains - Laurie Halse Anderson 

Number the Stars - Lois Lowry 

A Great and Terrible Beauty - Libby Bray 

To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper Lee 

All Fall Down - Sally Nicholls 

Against the Tide - John F Hanley 

Sawbones - Catherine Johnson 

Witch Child and The Fool’s Girl - Celia Rees 

Code Name Verity - Elizabeth Wein 

Children of Winter by Berlie Doherty 

 ‘My Story’ series - various authors 

 

‘Dissolution’ by CJ Sansom 

 

It is 1537, a time of revolution that sees the greatest changes in England since 1066. Henry VIII has 

proclaimed himself Supreme Head of the Church and the country is waking up to savage new laws, 



rigged trials and the greatest network of informers ever seen. Under the order of Thomas Cromwell, 

a team of commissioners is sent through the country to investigate the monasteries. There can only 

be one outcome: the monasteries are to be dissolved. But on the Sussex coast, at the monastery of 

Scarnsea, events have spiralled out of control. Cromwell's Commissioner Robin Singleton, has been 

found dead, his head severed from his body.  

 

‘King of the Shadows’ by Susan Cooper 

 

Shakespeare's London is brought vividly to life in cleverly written novel that sees young actor Nat 

Field slipping back 400 years in time to find himself playing Puck at the Globe Theatre in 1599. 

Playing opposite him is the King of the Shadows himself, William Shakespeare. Worth a hundred 

history lessons, Cooper's novel combines thriller-like suspense with a story of theatrical and personal 

transformations 

 

‘You wouldn’t want to be in the Great Fire of London’ by Jim Pipe and other books in the ‘You 

wouldn’t want to be…’ series 

 

As if the plague wasn't bad enough, here comes the fiery antidote! As famous diary-keeper Samuel 

Pepys, you'll witness four days and four nights of fire and live to tell the tale. Find out how people 

lived in the London of 1666, how they coped in the aftermath and all importantly, whodunnit! - or at 

least who we think dunnit! "You Wouldn't Want To Be" is a constantly-growing library of exciting 

titles which transport the reader to the grisliest times and places in history. The first-person narrative 

approach puts the reader in the shoes of some of the most unfortunate people ever to have lived. 

Humorous cartoon-style illustrations bring the characters to life, while informative captions explain 

processes or chronological events. 

 

‘The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing’ by MT Anderson 

Young Octavian is being raised by a group of philosophers known only by numbers -- but it is only 

after he opens a forbidden door that learns the hideous nature of their experiments, and his own 

chilling role them. Set in Revolutionary Boston, M. T. Anderson's mesmerizing novel takes place at a 

time when Patriots battled to win liberty while African slaves were entreated to risk their lives for a 

freedom they would never claim. Winner of the 2014 US National Book Award for Young People. 

 

‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty 

 

The unforgettable tale of an orphan in Victorian London, based on the boy whose plight inspired Dr 

Barnardo to found his famous children’s homes. When his mother dies, Jim Jarvis is left all alone in 

London. He is sent to the workhouse but quickly escapes, choosing a hard life on the streets of the 

city over the confines of the workhouse walls. Struggling to survive, Jim finally finds some friends… 

only to be snatched away and made to work for the remorselessly cruel Grimy Nick, constantly 

guarded by his vicious dog, Snipe. Will Jim ever manage to be free? 

 

‘War horse’ by Michael Morpurgo 

 

In the deadly chaos of the First World War, one horse witnesses the reality of battle from both sides 

of the trenches. Bombarded by artillery, with bullets knocking riders from his back, Joey tells a 

powerful story of the truest friendships surviving in terrible times. One horse has the seen the best 

and the worst of humanity. The power of war and the beauty of peace. This is his story. 

 

‘Two Brothers’ by Ben Elton 



 

Berlin 1920: Two babies are born. Two brothers. United and indivisible, sharing everything. Twins in 

all but blood. As Germany marches into its Nazi Armageddon, the ties of family, friendship and love 

are tested to the very limits of endurance. And the brothers are faced with an unimaginable choice.... 

Which one of them will survive? Two Brothers transports the reader to the time of history's darkest 

hour. 

 

‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by John Boyne 

 

Nine-year-old Bruno knows nothing of the Final Solution and the Holocaust. He is oblivious to the 

appalling cruelties being inflicted on the people of Europe by his country. All he knows is that he has 

been moved from a comfortable home in Berlin to a house in a desolate area where there is nothing 

to do and no one to play with. Until he meets Shmuel, a boy who lives a strange parallel existence on 

the other side of the adjoining wire fence and who, like the other people there, wears a uniform of 

striped pyjamas. Bruno's friendship with Shmuel will take him from innocence to revelation. And in 

exploring what he is unwittingly a part of, he will inevitably become subsumed by the terrible 

process. 


