
These are novels or collections of short stories that have been translated 

from Spanish. They are available online but may need to be imported from the 

US or elsewhere. 

The Circuit: Stories from the Life of a Migrant Child Reading age 10-13 years 

by Francisco Jiménez,  

After dark in a Mexican border town, a father holds open a hole in a wire fence as his wife 
and two small boys crawl through. 

So begins life in the United States for many people every day. And so begins this collection of 
twelve autobiographical stories by Santa Clara University professor Francisco Jiménez, who 
at the age of four illegally crossed the border with his family in 1947. 

"The Circuit," the story of young Panchito and his trumpet, is one of the most widely 
anthologized stories in Chicano literature. At long last, Jiménez offers more about the wise, 
sensitive little boy who has grown into a role model for subsequent generations of 
immigrants. 

These independent but intertwined stories follow the family through their circuit, from 
picking cotton and strawberries to topping carrots--and back again--over a number of years. 
As it moves from one labour camp to the next, the little family of four grows into ten. 
Impermanence and poverty define their lives. But with faith, hope, and back-breaking work, 
the family endures. 

To The End of the World (Malamor Trilogy Book 1) Reading age 13 years and up 

by Valenzuela Jose Ignacio, translated by Lauzardo Aurora   

A captivating story bound to leave you breathless from internationally acclaimed author Jose 

Ignacio Valenzuela. When Angela receives an eerie text message from her estranged, best-

friend Patricia, her heart stops. Something is off and Angela knows it. She quickly embarks 

on a biting quest to Almahue, a small town in the Chilean Patagonia, which, according to the 

Malamor Legend, is cursed to live without love or face death. Deception and mystery unfold, 

as true love leaves Angela defying the legend she once brushed off and fighting alongside 

the entire town for their own lives. The first book in a trilogy you won't be able to put down. 

City of the Beasts (Memories of the Eagle and the Jaguar, 1) Reading age 13-17 

by Isabel Allende, translated by Margaret Sayers Peden 

A search for the Beast, a Yeti-like creature within the heart of the Amazon, becomes a quest 
for self-discovery in this young adult coming-of-age story filled with international adventure, 
rich mythology, and magical realism from globally celebrated novelist Isabel Allende. 

Fifteen-year-old Alexander Cold has the chance to take the trip of a lifetime. Parting from 
his family and ill mother, Alexander joins his fearless grandmother, a magazine reporter 
for International Geographic, on an expedition to the dangerous, remote world of the 
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Amazon. Their mission, along with the others on their team—including a celebrated 
anthropologist, a local guide and his young daughter Nadia, and a doctor—is to document 
the legendary Yeti of the Amazon known as the Beast. 

Under the dense canopy of the jungle, Alexander is amazed to discover much more than he 
could have imagined about the hidden worlds of the rain forest. Drawing on the strength of 
the jaguar, the totemic animal Alexander finds within himself, and the eagle, Nadia's spirit 
guide, both young people are led by the invisible People of the Mist on a thrilling and 
unforgettable journey to the ultimate discovery. 
 

 


