
Fiction 

Empire of the Sun - JG Ballard 

A Short History of Nearly Everything - Bill Bryson  

Wild Swans - Jung Chang  

Hubbub: Filth, Noise and Stench in England, 1600-1770 - Emily Cockayne 

Alone in Berlin - Hans Fallada 

Birdsong - Sebastian Faulk 

A Little History of the World - EH Gombrich  

Homo Deus - Yuval Noah Harari  

Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind - Yuval Noah Harari  

Fatherland - Robert Harris 

For Whom the Bell Tolls - Ernest Hemingway 

Bombs on Aunt Dainty - Judith Kerr 

Tinker, Tailor, Soldier Spy - John le Carre  

The Spy who came in from the Cold - John Le Carre 

Wheels of Change: How Women Rode the Bicycle to Freedom (With a Few Flat Tires Along the Way) 

– Sue Macy  

Wolf Hall, Bring Up the Bodies, The Mirror and the Light - Hilary Mantel 

Dr. Zhivago - Boris Pasternak 

Ten Days That Shook the World - John Reed 

I married a communist - Philip Roth  

The Lady Elizabeth - Alison Weir 

The Book Thief - Marcus Zusak  

To Kill a Mockingbird and Go Set a Watchman - Harper Lee 

The Help - Kathryn Stockett 

Revolution - Deborah Wiles 

The ‘Shardlake’ Series - CJ Sansome (see Dissolution below) 

The Lady Elizabeth - Alison Weir (see also The Lady in the Tower below) 

A Night Divided - Jennifer A Nielsen 

The Outsiders - S E Hinton 

The ’Echo Company’ series - Ellen Emerson White 

Stella by Starlight - Sharon M Draper 

Native Son - Richard Wright 

The Great Gatsby - F Scott Fitzgerald 

Animal Farm. By George Orwell  

All animals are equal - but some are more equal than others' When the downtrodden animals of 

Manor Farm overthrow their master Mr Jones and take over the farm themselves, they imagine it is 

the beginning of a life of freedom and equality. But gradually a cunning, ruthless élite among them, 

masterminded by the pigs Napoleon and Snowball, starts to take control. Soon the other animals 

discover that they are not all as equal as they thought, and find themselves hopelessly ensnared as 

one form of tyranny is replaced with another. Orwell’s exciting and tragic tale is the story of a 

revolution that went wrong and all the heartache that followed.  

Archangel. By Robert Harris.  

When historian Fluke Kelso learns of the existence of a secret notebook belonging to Josef Stalin he is 

determined to track it down, whatever the consequences. From the violent political intrigue and 



decadence of modern Moscow he heads north - to the vast forests surrounding the White Sea port of 

Archangel, and a terrifying encounter with Russia's unburied past.  

Fatherland. By Robert Harris.  

What if Hitler had won? This is the terrifying question that Harris brilliantly answers in his 

international best seller. Fatherland is set in an alternative world where Hitler has won the Second 

World War. It is April 1964 and one week before Hitler's 75th birthday. Xavier March, a detective of 

the Kriminalpolizei, is called out to investigate the discovery of a dead body in a lake near Berlin's 

most prestigious suburb. As March discovers the identity of the body, he uncovers signs of a 

conspiracy that could go to the very top of the German Reich. And, with the Gestapo just one step 

behind, March, together with an American journalist, is caught up in a race to discover and reveal the 

truth - a truth that has already killed, a truth that could topple governments, a truth that will change 

history. 

 

Non-fiction 

The Plantagenets: The Kings who made England. By Dan Jones. 

This book from the popular young Historian Dan Jones explores the lives of eight generations of the 

greatest kings and queens that this country has ever seen, and the worst. The Plantagenets – their 

story is the story of Britain. England’s greatest royal dynasty, the Plantagenets, ruled over England 

through eight generations of kings. Their remarkable reign saw England emerge from the Dark Ages 

to become a highly organised kingdom that spanned a vast expanse of Europe. Plantagenet rule saw 

the establishment of laws and creation of artworks, monuments and tombs which survive to this day, 

and continue to speak of their sophistication, brutality and secrets. Dan Jones brings you a new vision 

of this battle-scarred history. From the Crusades, to King John’s humbling over Magna Carta and the 

tragic reign of the last Plantagenet, Richard III – this is a blow-by-blow account of England’s most 

thrilling age.  

 

Twentieth Century Battlefields by Dan and Peter Snow.  

The father and son team of Political Journalist Peter Snow and Military Historian Dan Snow bring you 

this riveting read, bringing to life the most intense and bitterly fought battles of the 20th century 

from the apocalyptic terrain of the Western Front to the desert landscape of Iraq. Punctuated by 

powerful eyewitness testimony, their compelling and often shocking narrative highlights the strategy 

of military commanders as well as the experience of men on the frontline. 20th Century Battlefields 

looks back at the most violent century in history and examines the challenges facing armed forces in 

the future.  

 

The Cold War: A very short introduction. By Robert McMahon.  

The massive disorder and economic ruin following the Second World War inevitably predetermined 

the scope and intensity of the Cold War. But why did it last so long? And what impact did it have on 

the United States, the Soviet Union, Europe, and the Third World? Finally, how did it affect the 

broader history of the second half of the twentieth century - what were the human and financial 

costs? This Very Short Introduction holds the answers!  

 

Petrograd 1917: Witnesses to the Russian Revolution By John Pinfold.  



`It's damned hard lines asking for bread and only getting a bullet!' The dramatic and chaotic events 

surrounding the Russian Revolution have been studied and written about extensively for the last 

hundred years, by historians and journalists alike. However, some of the most compelling and 

valuable accounts are those recorded by eyewitnesses, many of whom were foreign nationals caught 

in Petrograd at the time. Drawing from the Bodleian Library's rich collections, this book features 

extracts from letters, journals, diaries and memoirs written by a diverse cast of onlookers. Primarily 

British, the authors include Sydney Gibbes, English tutor to the royal children, Bertie Stopford, an 

antiques dealer who smuggled the Vladimir tiara and other Romanov jewels into the UK, and the 

private secretary to Lord Milner in the British War Cabinet. Contrasting with these are a memoir by 

Stinton Jones, an engineer who found himself sharing a train compartment with Rasputin, a 

newspaper report by governess Janet Jeffrey who survived a violent confrontation with the Red Army, 

and letters home from Labour politician, Arthur Henderson.  

 


