
Latin is for any pupil who enjoys the rigours and challenges of mastering an ancient foreign 
language and culture. Do you have a deep interest in the ancient world, mythology and seeing 
from where our own languages, systems of government and cultures originate? Indeed, it is 
particularly exciting and unique as pupils are obliged to read and study mythological prose 
and poetic literature in the original unabridged language (similar to what is read for university 
degrees in Classics). This is a splendid opportunity to study something that the vast majority 
of pupils nationally will not, to do something genuinely different, something that improves 
one’s vocabulary and writing skills and encourages logical thinking.  
 
1. Paper One. Students will be required to translate an unseen passage of adapted Latin into 

English. The passages will recount a story drawn from mythology or Roman history. They 
must also understand the derivation of English words from Latin. There is an option to 
translate short sentences from English into Latin drawn from the Restricted Vocabulary List 
or to answer questions about Latin grammar in English.  

 
2. Paper Two. Students will study a set text in prose between 110 and 120 lines in length in 

lessons; the examination will be based upon this. Students will be required to translate a 
short passage of the set text into English. Also, through the writing of short essays, they 
will be required to recognise and analyse aspects of literary style, characterisation, 
strength of argument and literary meaning and the impact these might have upon their 
reader.  

 
3. Paper Three. This paper is similar to Paper Two and tests understanding and appreciation 

of a poetic verse set text. As with the prose set text students will be required to translate 
a short passage of the set text into English. They will also, through the writing of short 
essays, be required to recognise and analyse aspects of literary style, characterisation, 
strength of argument, literary meaning poetic effect and rhythm and the impact these 
might have upon their reader.   

 
The set texts for 2023 to 2024 will be as follows:-   
Prose set text: 'sagae Thessalae', The Witches of Thessaly (taken upon Apuleius’ ancient 
novel 'The Metamorphoses').   
Verse set text: Virgil, 'Aeneid' Book 6.295-316, 384-416, 679-712, 752-759 and 788-800.   
 
All students will receive translations which will contain copious notes, vocabulary and 
assistance in the manner in which to tackle these texts. All resources will be available online.  
 
The pupils are all provided with a prescribed vocabulary list to learn in order to tackle the 
unseen passages. OCR will not put into an unseen paper any word that does not appear on 
the prescribed Vocabulary List. Additional vocabulary will be given in a glossary in the 
examination paper.  
 
In toto, if you are a pupil who enjoys a real challenge, which involves language, history, 
culture, philosophy, religion and mythology, Latin is for you.  
 
Full details of the GCSE Latin course can be found 
at https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/latin-j282-from-2016/    
  
Mr A.K.J. Carroll (Head of Classics) acarroll@saintolaves.net    
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