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There is certainly a feeling in this week’s Newsletter of some light at the end of the tunnel with regards 

restrictions. There are lots of activities taking place, such as Leavers’ Events, DofE and plans for visits 

by prospective parents. However, I would like to remind all parents that students must still wear face 

coverings indoors, including corridors, communal areas and classrooms until further notice. 

Importantly, please ensure your child has a face mask when they come into school as we are getting 

an increasing number of students coming to Reception to ask for a replacement.  

We said an emotional farewell to Year 13 who reached 

their final day yesterday. Not surprisingly, they were all 

in high spirits and displaying a range of ways to 

manipulate the School’s Uniform Policy. Year 13 and 

Year 11 have now had feedback for all their Teacher 

Assessments, and we wish Year 13 the very best wishes 

for the summer ahead. Year 11 will be back soon as 

part of their induction process into the Sixth Form. 

Everyone who is doing A Levels and GCSEs will undoubtedly be feeling the pressure and this stress 

may be shown in a number of different ways. As ever, the pastoral team are keen to support student 

wellbeing and academic achievement so please make the relevant Head of Year aware if you have any 

concerns.  

Congratulations to our F1 in Schools team ‘Electron’ who were placed 6th out of 43 teams in the World 

Finals after four days of competition. Well done to the team composed of Year 11 students: Kaylan, 

Moosa, Rohan, Nathan, Kavin and Virujan. They were also nominated for the ‘Verbal Presentation 

Award supported by Alfa Romeo Racing’ and won the ‘Research & Development Award supported by 

McLaren Racing’. Thank you to Mr Twose for supporting the students through this competition. 

  

 



It has been a long time since students and staff took part in a DofE expedition. October 2020 was the 

Silver Practice.  During half-term, six teams took part in the Silver Assessed Expedition, walking from 

Wadhurst to Sevenoaks over three days. As we were still unable to camp overnight due to restrictions, 

groups met at different stations each day to walk around a wide variety of terrain with the aim of 

testing their navigational skills as much as possible. The three days proved to be testing, with wall-to-

wall sunshine, lots of woodland to navigate through, and the occasional large hill; the hike up Ide Hill 

on the last day really spiced things up!  The groups worked well and showed that they had 

remembered a lot of what they had worked on during the Practice Expedition which was a very 

different affair - cold, wet and miserable. As with all these activities they would not go ahead without 

a great team of staff who gave up their free time over half-term. A big thank you to Mr Holland,  

Mrs Andrews, Mrs Attwood, Dr Carpenter, Mr Carroll, Miss Difford and Mr Jewson. 

 

Volunteering is a key part of the DofE programme because we know the impact it 

has both on a young person's life, and on the wider community. We were very 

pleased to receive a certificate celebrating the impact of the School’s volunteering. 

Despite the challenges of the pandemic, we are immensely proud of the dedication, 

effort and achievement of our students and participants from St. Olave's Grammar 

School dedicated 728 hours to volunteering between April 2020 and March 2021, 

with a social value of £3,312.40. 

The English Department 

hosted a virtual meeting last 

week aimed at furthering our 

understanding of migration by 

highlighting the positives, 

building empathy and 

challenging negative 

stereotypes. Guided by 

Creative Arts organisation 

Kazzum Arts, we were quizzed 

on statistical misconceptions. 

Most thought that 35% of the   

  



UK population might be refugees but came to understand that less than 1% actually are. And we 

learned that 40% of the UK’s refugees are children - a frightening statistic.  We then considered some 

famous migrant names that have made key contributions to society like Rita Ora, Mo Farah and Albert 

Einstein and were encouraged to celebrate diversity.  Kazzum shared an animation, ‘Joe Like This’, 

that demonstrated how limiting the life chances of refugees are when they do not have papers and 

the opportunity to work and contribute to our society.  Students identified why the limitations exist 

and the top five places across the world that refugees currently flee – so demonstrating excellent 

general knowledge. The presenters praised our students’ deep thinking, insightful questions and 

engagement. The boys connected the dots from Britain’s colonial past to places that still today suffer 

civil war and unstable governance. We then turned to write; first collecting ideas guided by the poet, 

Arji, to balance the reality with hope, to compose similes and finally a metaphor using our senses.  The 

boys were attentive and clearly moved by the session which was our first opportunity to host external 

speakers again. Their compassion was evident in the poems they produced and shared. 

On Friday 28 May, Year 12 French students visited the Lumière cinema, 

behind the Lycée Français in South Kensington, to watch a film entitled 

‘De Gaulle’ closely linked to ‘Au revoir les enfants’ which is studied as 

part of the French A Level syllabus. Produced in 2019 and directed by 

Gabriel Le Bomin, the film was nominated for the French César Awards 

three times. Set at the beginning of WW II, mixing the historic and the 

Romanesque, it illustrates the military debacle as well as the revelation 

of a destiny. It was an excellent way for our students to understand 

better the historic background to our film. 

We are very pleased to share that the Year 12 team of Germanists who won the 

Goethe Institut's prestigious 'Oekoropa' competition earlier this year received 

part of their prize just before half-term: each member of the team, and Frau 

Probodziak, was sent a brand-new folding bicycle. These came partly 

deconstructed for ease of delivery, and the instructions for assembly were 

entirely in German, so some fun was had with the assembly. Special thanks to  

Mr Twose for lending his DT and engineering expertise - and some handy tools! - 

which were invaluable to get the bicycles up and running. The Year 12 Team were 

awarded their prize money from the competition earlier this year and are still debating whether or 

not to put this towards the originally planned carbon-neutral tour of Europe, or to donate this to an 

environmentally-friendly cause. Well done again to Frank Shrimpton, Peter Bellerby, James Perry, and 

Matthew Todorov on this achievement. 

The German department is also delighted to announce 

student successes in this year's Oxford German Olympiad. 

The competition this year had the theme of 'The Alps', as 

decided by Oxford University's German department. Our 

students have once again done themselves proud, with a 

number of winners and highly commended entries across 

year groups. These are as follows: 

• Year 7: David Wade and Harwin Victor Bharathy in 7H won their category, and Shayan Anjum 

also of 7H was commended on his entry.  

• Year 8: Som Shah in 8H was commended on his entry.  

• Year 9: Oliver Tovarlaza in 9M was commended on his entry.  

• Year 10: Both Amish Singh and Ray Keemer in 10J were highly commended on their entries.  

 



 

 

Entries ranged from: an imagined diary entry of the crossing of the Alps; an overview of Alpine sports; 

annotated diagrams of ancient equipment used by inhabitants of the Alps to cross the dangerous 

terrain; and an annotated picture of the mythical 'Wolpertinger' that is said to live in the Alps. 

The Senior Fives team was busy over half term. Six pairs took part in the 2021 Schools’ Open 

Championships held at Eton College. Our first pair of Isaac Jochim and Yoann Bleunven secured a place 

in the semi-finals, which will be played at a later date. It is noteworthy that their toughest match was 

arguably against our second pair, Isaac Adebekun and Timothy Byrne, who they defeated in a very 

close match, three sets to one. Neil Tripathi and Thanmay Mangala Sachidananda from Year 12 played 

with huge determination and consistency to win the Plate competition, ultimately at the expense of a 

higher ranked Olavian pair consisting of Isaiah Akpovwa and Vishaal Prashar. Two Olavian Pairs have 

also qualified through to the semi-finals of the delayed 2020 National Championships. These are the 

partnerships of Prajeeth Sathiyamoorthy and Isaac Jochim, and Yoann Bleunven with Timothy Byrne. 

Congratulations to all of these players, and good luck with the final stage matches when they happen!  

Finally, congratulations to Isaac Jochim for being part of the adult Olavian Team who won the 

prestigious Barber Cup on the weekend. It is a tremendous achievement for a student to be playing 

amongst the very highest level of adult Fives, and to have won his match was a key contribution 

towards the Team’s victory.  

 

Students in Year 10 took part in the annual Physics Olympiad Junior Challenge, achieving fantastic 

results with almost half of the students who took part (56) gaining a Gold Award. Golds are awarded 

to only 14% of the students taking the challenge nationwide, making this a notable success. A further 

45 students achieved Silver and 15 received a Bronze Award. Congratulations to all involved! 

I would like to highlight further student achievements and activities that have taken place recently: 

• Apologies to Year 8 student, Mikhail Sumygin, who was the student whose 

work ‘Under’ has been selected for the Royal Academy’s Young Artists’ 

Summer Show 2021. Well done to Mikhail! 

• Congratulations to Year 9 student, Rishi Nandakumar who performed as the 

lead Danny Zuko in a musical production of ‘Grease’, by the Spotlight Theatre 

School on Saturday 29 May. There were lots of foot-tapping numbers 

performed by the talented group of boys and girls as they put on a fantastic 

show for the family and friends in the audience.  

• Students in 7H were very excited to receive this week the latest round of letters from their 

Brieffreunde (pen pals) at the IGS in Wilhelmshaven, Germany. They were also treated to a 

surprise addition to the parcel of Kinder chocolates! They will be writing back to them in 

German shortly. 

In this week’s Teen Tips, I would like to highlight an upcoming 

webinar on Alicia Drummond’s book: ‘Why Every Teenager 

Needs A Parrot’. The webinar, which takes place on 

Wednesday 16 June, will help parents to understand why 

teenagers need to push personal boundaries and how to let them go, whilst keeping them safe in the 

teenage world of relationships, alcohol, drugs, parties and online. 

 

 

 



 

 

Please tell your family and friends that our Online Application process for entry into Year 7 in 2022 

opens on Monday 14 June via our school website. Any prospective Year 5 applicants and one 

accompanying adult are warmly invited to book tickets for our modified socially distanced Open Day 

and Evening events by following this link to the booking page.  

Please see the Appendices below for further Careers news from Mrs Platts, and information about 

reading from Mrs Martine, our librarian. 

I hope you and your families have a restful weekend and enjoy the sunshine. 

 

Yours sincerely 

  

Andrew Rees 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Olave’s website and Twitter page - @saintolaves has many more stories of student endeavour 

and success. Please do keep sending me news items and student successes either via colleagues or 

email. The email address is publicityteam@saintolaves.net. Do not forget to include all the details 

along with a high-resolution photo you are willing to share and have published on the school website. 

If you would like to donate into the Voluntary Fund to support the development of our school and 

enhance learning, and you are not already doing so, please follow this link to the Virgin Money Giving 

webpage or via the sQuid login. The offer is called ‘Donation to the School Voluntary Fund’ 

  

https://www.saintolaves.net/2950/open-day-events-for-prospective-yr-7-entry-2022
https://twitter.com/saintolaves/media
mailto:publicityteam@saintolaves.net
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1007320
https://portal.squidcard.com/LoginPortal/


Appendix 1 

Careers News 

For students in Years 12 and 13, Imperial College, London, has made 
available a video showing ‘A day in the life of a researcher’. Dr Alicia 
Heath is research fellow in cancer epidemiology at Imperial. She has 
carried out extensive research into vitamin D and its advantages and 
disadvantages for many health conditions. To see the video use the 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfRb8JjwGEo 

Also for Year 12 students, the University of Sheffield is running taster 
sessions throughout June and July. The diverse range of subjects 
includes covers biosciences, engineering, politics and international 
relations, music, literature, east Asian studies, philosophy and history. 
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit/taster-days 

Queen Mary, University of London, is running a variety of events over 
the summer. The hands on ‘Discover Chemistry’ events on 18 and 20 June may appeal to younger 
students as they are open to all ages and take place at the University’s Mile End campus. During 
bookable one-hour slots, participants will experience life in a working research laboratory as well as 
interacting with staff and current students. To book: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/discover-
chemistry-tickets-153957857095 

The subject taster session, ‘Women in Engineering’ on 23 June is led 
by the Head of School, Professor Hazel Screen, who will be supported 
by academics, alumni and students presenting and answering 
audience questions especially about life as a woman in the 
profession: https://www.qmul.ac.uk/undergraduate/future-
students-hub/subject-specific-sessions/ 

Undergraduate Summer Events are also on offer on 25-26 June and 1-3 July. These may be virtual or 
live depending on government regulations and will provide opportunities for chatting with staff and 
students and touring the campus. https://www.qmul.ac.uk/undergraduate/openday/ 

The organisation, Speakers for Schools, has launched its new programme of virtual work experience. 
It is already well established in working with employers and leading employees who inspire students 
with a programme of weekly talks. For the work experience details, interested students can register 
themselves using their school email address. Once activated, they will then be able to search for 
opportunities suited to their profile: https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/   

Gaining an insight into the world of property may seem quite a challenge as a student. This summer, 
Henley Business School at the University of Reading is supporting the Pathways to Property virtual 
Summer School. This is a free charity programme designed to raise students’ awareness of careers in 
property. The three day school on 19-21 July will give participants a taste of university life, insight into 
the property sector and information about the opportunities available and the differing routes into 
the profession. To find out more use the link: https://www.henley.ac.uk/research/academic-
areas/real-estate-and-planning/rref/pathways-to-property/summer-school 

Financial services company, Rothschild & Co, is running its 2021 Global Advisory Apprenticeship in 
London. This lasts for four years during which time the successful candidate will work in a variety of 
roles as well as study towards professional qualifications.  A university undergraduate degree in 
Finance is the academic qualification the apprentice can achieve. Study leave and support is provided 
throughout the apprenticeship. This is a challenging experience but rewarding too in providing the 
prospect of a career within the sector: https://rothschildandco.tal.net/vx/appcentre-ext 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfRb8JjwGEo
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit/taster-days
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/discover-chemistry-tickets-153957857095
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/discover-chemistry-tickets-153957857095
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/undergraduate/future-students-hub/subject-specific-sessions/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/undergraduate/future-students-hub/subject-specific-sessions/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/undergraduate/openday/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/
https://www.henley.ac.uk/research/academic-areas/real-estate-and-planning/rref/pathways-to-property/summer-school
https://www.henley.ac.uk/research/academic-areas/real-estate-and-planning/rref/pathways-to-property/summer-school
https://rothschildandco.tal.net/vx/appcentre-ext


Appendix 2 

Library News 

Beautiful, creative books are tonics for the soul. They can 

warm and energize us and inspire us to view the world in a 

different way. The eight books below celebrate the wonder of 

creativity in various ways.  

From poster art to rural craftmanship and writing tips to 

fashion in Wartime Britain, these books can be either given as 

gifts or added to your own personal library. I hope they fire 

up your imagination in some way! 

 

Illuminated addresses were at their most popular in the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries. They are books, scrolls or certificates presented to 

individuals, often in celebration of a distinguished service or event. Typically, they 

are written in fine calligraphy and embellished with skilled artwork and lustrous 

design and are a celebration of an important event, perhaps an honour, or 

particular achievement or a retirement. Each illuminated address is unique. This 

book tells of these stories and shows the beauty created by the skills of the 

illuminators. 

The Vogue Editor Audrey Withers wrote: ‘she [Lee Miller] has borne the whole 

weight of our studio production through the most difficult period in Brogue’s 

[British Vogue’s] history’. This was written in 1941 to challenge the oversight of 

the American Vogue 15 June 1941 edition feature on its photographers failing to 

recognise Lee Miller’s contributions. Over 250 Fashion images by Lee appeared in 

Vogue from 1941 to 1944 and as a shoot can range from 12 to 100 shots the 

complete collection provides a wealth of material. 2021 is time to publish this 

beautiful book as the negatives and vintage contacts had remained unarchived 

until 2020 when the process was completed. Meaning these images have literally 

not be seen since they were first shot and published in the 1940’s. The interest, quality and splendour 

of the images determined they deserved a high-quality publication. 

During the early twentieth century, John Hassall was one of Britain's best-known 

and most high-profile artists. Working across a variety of disciplines, he was a 

prolific book illustrator, a humorous artist for postcards and magazines, an art 

school founder and teacher, a painter in oils, consummate clubman, and a 

designer of toys, figurines, pottery and nursery decor. But it was through his 

commercial illustration for travel companies, political causes, theatre and well-

known brands that he made his name in an age when advertising hoardings were 

known as the, 'poor man's art gallery'. Hassall's natural affinity for poster art, and 

the popularity of his creations, was to earn him the title, 'The Poster King'. 

Employing bold line, flat colours and an engagingly cheery style, Hassall's designs had immediate 

impact with many creations, notably his famous, 'Skegness is SO bracing' poster, becoming embedded 

in popular culture. Drawing on previously unpublished artwork and sketches along with letters, diaries, 

photographs, this lavishly illustrated book seeks to explore the full scope of his body of work, and to 

celebrate the life of this extraordinary artist a century on from his heyday. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lovereading.co.uk/book/9781913491376/isbn/Beauty-in-Letters-by-John-Wilson.html
https://www.lovereading.co.uk/book/9780953238989/isbn/Lee-Miller-Fashion-in-Wartime-Britain-by-Ami-Bouhassane-Robin-Muir-Amber-Butchart.html
https://www.lovereading.co.uk/book/9781913491239/isbn/John-Hassall-The-Life-and-Art-of-the-Poster-King-by-Lucinda-Gosling.html
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthumbs.dreamstime.com%2Fb%2Fcreative-word-concept-cubes-147313896.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fphotos-images%2Fcreative-word.html&tbnid=CX5ddwSVbb48IM&vet=10COsBEDMolANqFwoTCNic3-DLivECFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF..i&docid=oRiBoDFG2jfKyM&w=800&h=531&q=the%20word%20creative%20images&hl=en-US&safe=strict&ved=0COsBEDMolANqFwoTCNic3-DLivECFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF


Born in London in 1890, Angela Thirkell was Sir Edward Burne-Jones's 

granddaughter, J.M. Barrie's goddaughter and a cousin of Rudyard Kipling and 

Stanley Baldwin. John Collier painted her portrait and she was drawn by John 

Singer Sargent and Thea Proctor. Between 1931 and her death in 1961, Angela 

published more than 30 books in a variety of genres. She began with the acclaimed 

family memoir Three Houses and later settled on her amusing Barsetshire series, 

inspired by Anthony Trollope but set in the present day. Angela Thirkell: A Writer's 

Life tells the author's story from her Kensington childhood to her two marriages 

and the birth of three sons, Graham McInnes, Colin MacInnes and Lance Thirkell, 

all of whom also entered the literary world. The book traces her decade in Australia where she wrote 

for magazines and newspapers and made radio broadcasts, followed by her return to London and her 

fortuitous meeting with a young publisher called Jamie Hamilton, which lead to her bestselling 

Barsetshire novels. 

Stephen Ellcock has an international following who avidly await his daily 

Facebook and Instagram uploads and his carefully curated and sequenced albums 

of images. His selections of little known and public domain imagery are uplifting 

and entertaining, drawing thousands of shares and comments. Now, taking his 

title from the first ever encyclopedia in the English language All Good Things 

(Omne Bonum), Ellcock's new compendium of art and photography inspired by 

both the natural world and human endeavour will appeal both to his digital 

followers and our image-focused, solace-seeking times. All Good Things is 

structured to evoke the medieval tradition of exquisite, illuminated books - 

beginning with the universal and travelling through the realms of sky, sea, earth, science and humanity 

before ending amongst the angels and monsters that have so preoccupied artists over the centuries. 

Using found artwork from archives, libraries and little-known collections of art, illustration, 

photography and textiles, this is a glorious adventure; one that can be appreciated on many levels. 

Natural history meets traditional hand craft in this celebration of the elm tree and 

community spirit. Perfect for fans of Norwegian Wood and the Hidden Life of 

Trees. Barn Club calls on us to discover our landscapes more intimately and to 

explore the joys of making beautiful things by hand. When renowned craftsman 

Robert Somerville moved to Hertfordshire, he discovered an unexpected 

landscape rich with wildlife and elm trees. Nestled within London's commuter belt, 

this wooded farmland inspired Somerville, a lifelong woodworker, to revive the 

ancient tradition of hand-raising barns. Barn Club follows the building of Carley 

Barn, over the course of one year. Volunteers from all walks of life joined Barn 

Club, inspired to learn this ancient skill of building elm barns by hand, at its own quiet pace and in the 

company of others, while using timber from the local woods. The tale of the elm tree in its landscape 

is central to Barn Club. Its natural history, historic importance and remarkable survival make for a 

fascinating story. This is a tale of forgotten trees, a local landscape and an ancient craft. This book 

features 16 pages of colour photographs, and black and white line drawings of techniques and 

traditional timber frame barns feature throughout. 

https://www.lovereading.co.uk/book/9781913491246/isbn/Angela-Thirkell-A-Writers-Life-by-Anne-Hall.html
https://www.lovereading.co.uk/book/9781912836000/isbn/All-Good-Things-by-Stephen-Ellcock.html
https://www.lovereading.co.uk/book/9781603589666/isbn/Barn-Club-by-Robert-Somerville.html

